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Those who knowingly hire and house
illegal immigrants, all in the name of
making a little money, should go to
jail. Rodney Johnson’s blood is on the
hands of the employer who brought the
illegal outlaw back to the United
States.

And that’s just the way it is.

DEMOCRATS RECOGNIZE THAT
ECONOMY IS IN TROUBLE AND
VOW TO WORK WITH PRESIDENT
TO STIMULATE IT

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, as
Congress resumes this week, our pri-
ority must be to work in a bipartisan
fashion to address our struggling econ-
omy.

There is no way to sugarcoat this
economy. Over the past 12 months,
wages have fallen, forcing hardworking
middle-class families to work harder
for less. As a result, family debt is at
an all-time high and household debt
averages an average 133 percent of dis-
posable income. Last year, families
were spending 14.5 percent of their dis-
posable income to service their own
debt, and middle-class families are hav-
ing a harder and harder time just mak-
ing ends meet.

Democrats want to work with Presi-
dent Bush to create a bipartisan eco-
nomic plan that is timely, targeted,
and temporary. Economic experts say
this is the best way to stimulate the
economy. Last Friday, congressional
leaders sent a letter to President Bush
asking him to come to the table so
that a bipartisan plan can be reached.

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple need our help during this uncertain
economic time. We cannot wait any
longer to help this economy, and the
only way it can be done is if we work
together.

————

MEDIA COVERAGE OF DEMO-
CRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CAN-
DIDATES MORE FAVORABLE
THAN COVERAGE OF REPUB-
LICAN PRESIDENTIAL CAN-
DIDATES

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, a study by Harvard University and
the Project for Excellence in Jour-
nalism has reaffirmed what many of us
have long observed: Media coverage of
Democratic Presidential candidates
has been far more abundant and favor-
able than coverage of Republican Pres-
idential candidates.

The study found that 49 percent of all
stories involved Democratic can-
didates, while just 31 percent involved
Republican candidates. In addition,
Democratic Presidential candidates re-
ceived twice as much favorable cov-
erage as Republicans, and Hillary Clin-
ton drew nearly twice as much media
coverage as any Republican nominee.
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Until we hold journalists to the high-
est standards of their profession, unfair
reporting will continue to influence
elections and undermine our democ-
racy.

———

BETTER LEADERSHIP NEEDED
DURING TRYING ECONOMIC TIMES

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, America is sliding into a full-
fledged recession. Meanwhile, the
President continues to pour hundreds
of billions of dollars more into the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan, the first wars
in America’s history in which most
Americans have never been asked to
sacrifice anything.

The President has offered no means
to pay for this war spending. It is being
financed solely through increased bor-
rowing. Apparently, the idea is to bor-
row money, particularly from China,
while driving up oil prices that benefit
Iran in order to fight the war on ter-
rorism. I am not sure that is such a
wise strategy.

We send an astounding $60 million a
day to China. We now owe China $1.4
trillion. America has never been so
deeply in debt to another country in
our Nation’s history. It is the equiva-
lent of every American borrowing
$4,000 from China.

Today, the Bush administration will
announce that our trade deficit with
China is $250 billion, a quarter of a tril-
lion dollars, just this year. We have
gotten ourselves into a financial vise,
too dependent upon a totalitarian
state. It can’t continue and should not.
We need better leadership, Madam
Speaker.

——————

COMMENDING PETER GROFF ON
BECOMING FIRST AFRICAN
AMERICAN STATE SENATE
PRESIDENT IN COLORADO HIS-
TORY

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to commend my friend
Peter Groff on his historic achievement
of becoming the first African American
State Senate President in Colorado’s
history. Senator Groff becomes only
the third African American Senate
President in U.S. history. This momen-
tous accomplishment is well-deserved.

Senator Groff is one of the most hon-
orable, bright, and deliberate individ-
uals I have ever had the pleasure to
serve with. He embodies statesmanship
and has earned the trust and esteem of
his colleagues on both sides of the
aisle.

Senator Groff’s courageous and vi-
sionary approach to governing can be
summed up in his own words: ‘“To be
bigger than the politics of the mo-
ment.” I find it fitting that the man
nicknamed ‘‘the conscience of the Col-
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orado Senate’ would be the first in our
State’s history to shatter this once
seemingly impenetrable glass ceiling.
In closing, the Honorable Shirley
Chisholm once said, ‘I don’t measure
America by its achievement, but by its
potential.” I can think of no better
person to help Colorado achieve its po-
tential than Peter Groff. He will serve
Colorado with honor and distinction.

———

BRINGING ECONOMIC SECURITY TO
WORKING FAMILIES

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, today, I
rise to express my strong concern
about the fiscal crisis that we are fac-
ing here in our country.

The subprime mortgage crisis has di-
rectly impacted millions of American
homeowners, particularly in my own
district in the San Gabriel Valley. As
the chart shows, nearly 650 families in
my district somewhere 1lost their
homes to foreclosure. In Los Angeles
alone, a family loses their home every
hour.

Nationally, unemployment rates
have risen above 5 percent. Half of my
district has a rate above 5 percent. In
East Los Angeles, it is upwards of 7.2
percent. Other economic indicators are
showing signs of an economic slow-
down, including a sharp decline in con-
sumer spending and the largest annual
increase in wholesale prices in 26 years.

While I am proud that this House has
passed billions to provide relief for
middle-income Americans and small
businesses and increased the minimum
wage, we still have to do more. I look
forward to working with my colleagues
across the aisle to bring economic se-
curity back to the working families,
not only in my district, but across this
country.

——

RESPONSE NEEDED REGARDING
SEXUAL HARASSMENT IN MILI-
TARY

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I rise to associate myself with
the remarks that my colleagues have
made on the existence of an economic
crisis and to ask this administration to
wake up. I hope that we will do some-
thing to deal with the catastrophic
subprime mortgage collapse, and that
is to call for a moratorium on all fore-
closures across America, those individ-
uals who are behind in their payments
and those who are in fact keeping up
with their payments. Some response
has to come.

But I do want to step aside from the
economic engine and the need for that
to cite a situation that I think is dras-
tic and, of course, a disaster, and that
is the tragedy of the young marine, the
young woman, who has now lost her
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life in North Carolina, and to ask the
United States military what happens
when a woman alleges sexual harass-
ment, or, in this instance, rape. I think
it is imperative that we have a system
and a response that was not given to
this young woman.

Some years ago, the Women’s Cau-
cus, Republicans and Democrats, raised
the question of sexual harassment that
was permeating our United States mili-
tary. They are too good for this and
this must stop. I am saddened by her
loss. I believe it could have been avoid-
ed. We need a response, and we need it
now.

PRESIDENT MUST WORK WITH
CONGRESS TO HELP WORKING
AMERICANS

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speak-
er, for months now, economic experts
have been warning that our economy
was in trouble. After some disturbing
signs about job losses in this country,
the President finally came out and
made some comments saying that
there were ‘‘mixed signals’ about the
state of the economy.

These are not mixed signals about
the state of the economy, and Ameri-
cans understand. Americans know they
are having more trouble paying for
their mortgages, having trouble paying
for their heating bills, having trouble
paying for their gas, having trouble
paying for all the costs of living in
America right now.

The President should not continue to
call these signs ‘“‘mixed signals,”
should acknowledge that we have some
problems, and work in a bipartisan
manner to straighten this out.

He might also wonder what impact
the war in Iraq is having as we pour
billions of dollars into Iraq and take
the money from our own people and
then borrow the money to continue the
fight in Iraq. He might ask himself if
this, too, is hurting our economy.

I ask the President to work with us
to find answers for America’s working
people.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
JONES of Ohio). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the Chair will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on motions to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered
or on which the vote is objected to
under clause 6 of rule XX.

Recorded votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken later today.
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CONDEMNING ASSASSINATION OF
FORMER PAKISTANI PRIME MIN-
ISTER BENAZIR BHUTTO AND
REAFFIRMING COMMITMENT OF
UNITED STATES TO ASSIST PEO-
PLE OF PAKISTAN

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 912) condemning
the assassination of former Pakistani
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and re-
affirming the commitment of the
United States to assist the people of
Pakistan in combating terrorist activ-
ity and promoting a free and demo-
cratic Pakistan.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 912

Whereas on December 27, 2007, former Pak-
istani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto was
assassinated while departing a peaceful elec-
tion rally;

Whereas the attack on Ms. Bhutto also
killed some 20 other innocent bystanders and
fellow Muslims;

Whereas Ms. Bhutto had returned to Paki-
stan in October 2007 after 8 years of self-im-
posed exile for the stated purpose of bringing
democracy and the voice of moderation back
to Pakistan;

Whereas Pakistan has struggled histori-
cally in its path toward a secure and stable
democracy, having been ruled by unelected
leaders for 34 out of 60 years of Pakistan’s
history;

Whereas Pakistan has been plagued by
over 40 suicide attacks, claiming over 700
lives in 2007;

Whereas the Federally Administered Trib-
al Areas in Pakistan are being used by al
Qaeda, the Taliban, and other terrorist and
extremist elements to regroup, retrain, and
recruit for future attacks in Afghanistan and
Pakistan;

Whereas Pakistan is a nuclear-armed na-
tion, adding another level of complexity to
Pakistan’s deteriorating security situation
and raising the specter of nuclear arms fall-
ing into the hands of extremists in the fu-
ture;

Whereas the international community has
a vital interest in supporting a free, stable,
and secure Pakistan so as to stem the rise of
extremism in the region, prevent global acts
of terrorism originating in Pakistan, and
support the movement toward stable polit-
ical institutions and democratic values and
the rule of law;

Whereas in the past 5 years, the United
States has provided over $5,000,000,000 in as-
sistance to Pakistan and an additional
$5,000,000,000 to reimburse Pakistan for its
expenses incurred in combating terrorism;

Whereas a significant portion of United
States assistance and reimbursements have
gone to support Pakistani military oper-
ations in the Pakistan-Afghanistan border
region, counterterrorism operations in the
Federally Administered Tribal Areas in
Pakistan and to increase Pakistan’s
counterterrorism and military capability;

Whereas there is an acute need for addi-
tional assistance from the United States and
other countries to support and promote
Pakistan’s economic, social, and political de-
velopment; and

Whereas the tragic death of Ms. Bhutto
creates even greater uncertainty in an un-
stable region: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—
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(1) condemns in the strongest terms the as-
sassination of former Pakistani Prime Min-
ister Benazir Bhutto and expresses its condo-
lences to her family and the families of all
those who were killed or injured in the at-
tack of December 27, 2007;

(2) supports efforts by Pakistan to expedi-
tiously bring to justice those who have per-
petrated this cruel and cowardly attack;

(3) welcomes the provision of assistance by
the Government of the United Kingdom of
expertise to the Government of Pakistan in
the conduct of the investigation of the at-
tack;

(4) commends the Government of Pakistan
for accepting such assistance and urges that
government to allow experts from the United
Kingdom to participate in such investigation
in the fullest possible manner;

(5) urges the people and Government of
Pakistan to be relentless in its pursuit of a
democratically-elected government, includ-
ing the holding of free and fair elections at
the earliest possible opportunity;

(6) expresses its support for the freedom of
the media, the ability of political parties to
express their views without restriction, and
the independence of the judiciary in Paki-
stan; and

(7) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to assist the people of Paki-
stan in combating terrorist activity and pro-
moting a free and democratic Pakistan.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ACKERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Res. 912.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, on December 27,
former Prime Minister of Pakistan
Benazir Bhutto was assassinated in Ra-
walpindi as she left a peaceful political
rally. In addition, 20 of her supporters
were Kkilled in a suicide bomb blast and
Pakistan was wracked by violence and
instability in the immediate after-
math.

Former Prime Minister Bhutto had
returned to Pakistan in October after
several years in exile in an attempt to
bring Pakistan back to the democratic
fold and inject the voice of moderation
into the Pakistani parliamentary elec-
tions. Her killers cut short that effort
in an attack that was one of 40 suicide
bombings that killed 700 people in
Pakistan during 2007.

Ms. Bhutto’s life was marked by
tragedy that played out on Pakistan’s
public stage. Her father was hung after
a questionable trial. Her brother was
murdered. As Prime Minister, she was
twice removed from office by the army
amid allegations of corruption and
wound up in self-imposed exile. Yet she
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