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make sure that they live in conditions
that are humane. In that way we can
truly celebrate National Watermelon
Month, not only for those consuming
watermelons, but also those helping to
grow and harvest those watermelons.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I want to
give thanks to all those who grow and
produce watermelons and make it pos-
sible for all of us to eat them, those
who plant, grow, and pick them and get
them to markets where we can enjoy
them. I urge Members to support the
passage of H. Res. 578.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlelady and congratulate her on
her service in the Congress and say
how much I enjoy working with her.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
KUCINICH) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 578, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

NATIONAL FUNERAL DIRECTOR
AND MORTICIAN RECOGNITION
DAY

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 892) expressing sup-
port for designation of March 11, 2008,
as ‘‘National Funeral Director and
Mortician Recognition Day,” as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 892

Whereas the death of a family member,
friend, or loved one is a devastating emo-
tional event;

Whereas the memorialization and celebra-
tion of the decedent’s life is the fabric of to-
day’s funeral service;

Whereas the family of the decedent has
traditionally looked to funeral directors and
morticians for consolation, strength, and
guidance in the planning and implementa-
tion of a funeral ceremony; and

Whereas March 11, 2008, would be an appro-
priate day to designate as ‘‘National Funeral
Director and Mortician Recognition Day’’ to
pay tribute to these funeral directors and
morticians who, day in and day out, assist
our Nation’s families in their times of sad-
ness and grief and help families mourn a
death and celebrate a life: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the designation of a ‘‘National
Funeral Director and Mortician Recognition
Day”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, in rec-
ognition of the fact that one of our col-
leagues, Representative WILSON who I
am proud to say is from the State of
Ohio, has a family-owned business and
is a funeral director, I yield him such
time as he may consume.

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in support of House Resolu-
tion 892 which I introduced to express
the support for the establishment of
the National Funeral Director and
Mortician Recognition Day.

I introduced this resolution because I
know firsthand how funeral directors
help families through the grieving
process in a most difficult time.

Mr. Speaker, I am a fourth genera-
tion funeral director in my family, and
I know very well the profound service
that funeral directors provide to their
communities. Funeral directors are on
call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
When a family calls a funeral director
to make arrangements for a recently
deceased loved one, the funeral direc-
tor must put everything else on hold
and attend to the family’s needs imme-
diately.

We all know that the death of a loved
one can be emotionally devastating.
Funeral directors play an essential role
in giving families the space they need
to navigate the grieving process. By
taking care of all of the logistical ar-
rangements, funeral directors allow
families to celebrate the life of the re-
cently departed and spending time to-
gether as a family.

Funeral directors also provide a
major public service by participating
in planning for pandemic disease and
other mass casualty events that could
happen within their community. Be-
cause of their familiarity with the
physical aspects of death, they provide
invaluable technical knowledge and as-
sistance to public officials who are re-
sponsible for contingency planning.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say that
funeral homes are also economic an-
chors of their community. The funeral
business is often a family business with
multiple generations serving the com-
munity as funeral directors. Through
good economic times and bad, funeral
directors are there to serve their fami-
lies with caring compassion and cer-
tainly with strict integrity.

As a lifelong funeral director, I know
how important this service is to griev-
ing families. This is why I think that it
is proper that this Congress recognize
the hard work and the sacrifice of
thousands of funeral directors in this
country by passing this bill. I thank
Chairman WAXMAN for his support in
this measure, and I urge the Congress
to support it.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge pas-
sage of this resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of a National
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Funeral Director and Mortician Rec-
ognition Day. Mr. Speaker, I think it is
critical that we recognize the service
that our Nation’s funeral directors and
morticians provide at one of the most
difficult times in a person’s life. Death
is something that affects us all. It sees
no boundaries, nor does it discriminate
among social or economic classes. It
hits us all in different ways, but one
thing is for certain: the time imme-
diately following the death of a loved
one is one of the most trying times for
anyone. It is during this critical time
that funeral directors and morticians
from around the country provide our
Nation’s citizens with the support and
guidance necessary to make the right
decisions for their beloved ones.

This allows for those who are griev-
ing to concentrate on what is most im-
portant: supporting family and friends.
Funeral directors and morticians have
the arduous task of carrying out the
final wishes of the deceased. They are
involved in all details of the process,
everything from arranging for pall-
bearers to making sure that the cor-
rect paperwork is completed to file for
appropriate certificates with the State.

They are tasked with demonstrating
the same compassion with every family
they meet, as if that family is the most
important family that the funeral di-
rector has ever met.

It is also important to recognize that
most funeral homes are small, family-
owned and operated facilities. These
individuals work long, irregular hours
and contribute to the economic well-
being of communities around our Na-
tion.

Ultimately, Mr. Speaker, I believe
recognizing those in this caring com-
munity is long overdue. They are en-
trusted with the enormous task of
making the last hours you will have
with the earthly remains of loved ones
as peaceful as possible.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members to
join me in supporting this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I sup-
port this resolution. I am from Cleve-
land, Ohio, and all of us know in any
community we are from, we come into
contact with funeral directors and
morticians. Funeral directors make it
possible for families to be able to find
a way to come to grips with a passing.
Those transitions in life are very im-
portant moments for the survivors be-
cause we need help in being able to deal
with a situation when we lose a loved
one, and funeral directors perform a
very valuable service.

I know as someone who represents
the people of Cleveland that when I go
to pay my respects to someone who has
passed, I have the opportunity not only
to meet the families that are grieving
and comfort them, but also to see the
work that is being done by those who
are directing the funeral. It is some-
thing that is easy to lose sight of when
you are moving into territory that is
laden with grief. But it is also some-
thing that is appropriate for us at this
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moment to pay tribute to because ev-
eryone who is involved in that work
really has to achieve a level of sensi-
tivity and compassion and caring so
that they can help families deal with
what for many is one of the most seri-
ous moments of their lives involving
the passing of a loved one.

I want to thank Representative WIL-
SON for his choice of career and his
family’s commitment to providing that
kind of compassionate service to peo-
ple, and also my colleague, Representa-
tive FOxX, for supporting this bill.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I also thank
my colleague from Ohio (Mr. WILSON)
for his service, and I urge all Members
to support the passage of H. Res. 892.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. KUCINICH. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
KUCINICH) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 892, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title was amended so as to read:
“Resolution expressing support for des-
ignation of a ‘National Funeral Direc-
tor and Mortician Recognition Day’”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION
WEEK

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1073) expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives
that public servants should be com-
mended for their dedication and con-
tinued service to the Nation during
Public Service Recognition Week, May
5 through 11, 2008.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1073

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
provides an opportunity to recognize and
promote the important contributions of pub-
lic servants and honor the diverse men and
women who meet the needs of the Nation
through work at all levels of government;

Whereas millions of individuals work in
government service in every city, county,
and State across America and in hundreds of
cities abroad;

Whereas public service is a noble calling
involving a variety of challenging and re-
warding professions;

Whereas Federal, State, and local govern-
ments are responsive, innovative, and effec-
tive because of the outstanding work of pub-
lic servants;

Whereas the United States of America is a
great and prosperous Nation, and public
service employees contribute significantly to
that greatness and prosperity;

Whereas the Nation benefits daily from the
knowledge and skills of these highly trained
individuals;

Whereas public servants—
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(1) defend our freedom and advance United
States interests around the world;

(2) provide vital strategic support func-
tions to our military and serve in the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves;

(3) fight crime and fires;

(4) ensure equal access to secure, efficient,
and affordable mail service;

(5) deliver Social Security and Medicare
benefits;

(6) fight disease and promote better health;

(7) protect the environment and the Na-
tion’s parks;

(8) enforce laws guaranteeing equal em-
ployment opportunity and healthy working
conditions;

(9) defend and secure critical infrastruc-
ture;

(10) help the Nation recover from natural
disasters and terrorist attacks;

(11) teach and work in our schools and li-
braries;

(12) develop new technologies and explore
the earth, moon, and space to help improve
our understanding of how our world changes;

(13) improve and secure our transportation
systems;

(14) promote economic growth; and

(15) assist active duty service members and
veterans;

Whereas members of the uniformed serv-
ices and civilian employees at all levels of
government make significant contributions
to the general welfare of the United States,
and are on the front lines in the fight
against terrorism and in maintaining home-
land security;

Whereas public servants work in a profes-
sional manner to build relationships with
other countries and cultures in order to bet-
ter represent America’s interests and pro-
mote American ideals;

Whereas public servants alert Congress and
the public to government waste, fraud,
abuse, and dangers to public health;

Whereas the men and women serving in the
Armed Forces of the United States, as well
as those skilled trade and craft Federal em-
ployees who provide support to their efforts,
are committed to doing their jobs regardless
of the circumstances, and contribute greatly
to the security of the Nation and the world;

Whereas public servants have bravely
fought in armed conflict in defense of this
Nation and its ideals and deserve the care
and benefits they have earned through their
honorable service;

Whereas government workers have much
to offer, as demonstrated by their expertise
and innovative ideas, and serve as examples
by passing on institutional knowledge to
train the next generation of public servants;

Whereas May 5 through 11, 2008, has been
designated Public Service Recognition Week
to honor America’s Federal, State, and local
government employees; and

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
is celebrating its 24th anniversary through
job fairs, student activities, and agency ex-
hibits: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends public servants for their out-
standing contributions to this great Nation
during Public Service Recognition Week and
throughout the year;

(2) salutes government employees for their
unyielding dedication and spirit for public
service;

(3) honors those government employees
who have given their lives in service to their
country;

(4) calls upon a new generation to consider
a career in public service as an honorable
profession; and

(5) encourages efforts to promote public
service careers at all levels of government.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

O 1600

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, all
those of us who chose to be in elected
office realize that we can’t do our jobs
unless there is a vast array of people
who are in every category of employ-
ment, doing their jobs. And those
workers in many cases, are people who
are public employees.

Public employees may be people who
are working in the streets. They may
be people who pick up the garbage;
they may be people who are working
desk jobs. There are people who per-
form so many different functions.

At a Federal level, public employees
are involved in providing direct service
to people, whether it’s making sure
that people get their Social Security
checks, their Medicare benefits, mak-
ing sure that people have the oppor-
tunity to be able to have access to im-
portant government services.

Public service is a worthy profession.
It’s one that we ought to be encour-
aging young people to be involved in.
It’s one that needs to achieve more ap-
preciation, not less. In this era where
people try to attack government,
they’re actually attacking the people
who do the work of government. We
need to lift up the position of govern-
ment workers. This resolution of Pub-
lic Service Recognition Week is cer-
tainly one way to do it. And it allows
us to demonstrate the involvement of
public employees in the daily life sur-
rounding our communities and, in
turn, we’re reminded that we live in
the United States of America, relying
on each other to ensure the stability
and greatness of our country.

This is an important moment when
we can recognize, through this resolu-
tion, everyone who serves. Each person
who serves is worthy of respect. There
is no level of service which is not wor-
thy of respect. Dr. King pointed that
out in some of his speeches when he
talked about the street sweeper, how
that street sweeper should sweep
streets in a way that would reflect a
great virtuoso performance.

We need to have that kind of aware-
ness that those who perform the daily
work of government, at a local, county,
State and Federal level, and also at re-
gional levels, are people who love their
country, love their community and
ought to be honored.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased to rise
today in support of H. Res. 1073, hon-
oring the millions of dedicated public
employees who serve our Nation. Our
country would have a difficult time
functioning without its innovative,
professional, highly trained public
service employees. At all levels of gov-
ernment, you will find hardworking
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