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Now I am going to tell you the rea-
son why. Where is that chart? I need
my chart on how many leases that are
out there and what has happened.

Madam Speaker, we love charts here
in the 30-Something Working Group.
This is what we do.

This chart here shows how many
leases that are out there and how many
wells that are actually out there. On
the red part is actually the leases. And
you can see from 1994, here are the
leases. These are the actual wells that
are out there.

Well, under the Republican leader-
ship of the previous Congress and the
one before that, those are the ones I
can attest for, because I was here. They
did all they could to continue as many
leases as they could. You know, we
want to give it. If big oil wanted it,
they can get it. It was an open door
policy. Whatever you guys want, we
want to take care of it.

I have another chart to talk about,
the 2001 meeting that took place in
Vice President DICK CHENEY’s office,
this energy conference that took place
and how it took off for big oil and how
it went against the American people.

But as you start looking at the drill-
ing leases now, you see all the leases
that are there and we see all of the
wells that have been drilled and we see
gas prices going up. So to say more
leases, more drilling is better, it
doesn’t speak to that. That was the old
strategy, Madam Speaker and Mem-
bers, that the Republican leadership
used to take. Give them what they
asked for and gas prices will go down.

Well, that has not worked. So for the
pot trying to call the kettle black, or
saying Democrats have been doing
something bad or something like that,
or you haven’t done anything, you
can’t forget that the President of the
United States is a Republican too and
has been a part of what the American
people are experiencing.

Now, let me just share this with you.
I had this chart last night, but I want
to bring it out again because some of
the Members might not have been up
last night at 10 p.m. I was.

May 16th of 2001. You heard me refer
to the White House energy plan that
was submitted. This is Mr. CHENEY’s
task force. They were meeting. And I
believe also this is a quote. “If you
look at future prices with respect to
gasoline, they will appear to be headed
down.” This what was said out of the
White House at that particular time.
But you can see it had a reverse effect
on what the American people were told
at that time. Gas prices continued, as
you see the goal here, to go up.

Here is the meaning of the meeting
here, I believe somewhere around June
of 2005, of course, our leader with the
Saudi Arabian king there, trying to
build relations hopefully that we were
all hoping would drive gas prices down.
But as you can see, they continued to
g0 up, and oil sets a new record above
$119 a barrel and the retail gas raises to
the national average of $3.51. Some
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people may say, where are you buying
that gas, because that is cheap. That is
an AP report of 4-22-08.

I think it is important that we look
at this chart. I hope that we can put
this chart on our 30-Something Work-
ing Group website. It is not there yet,
I don’t think, but we will get it on
there. Hopefully by the end of this
week we will have it up, if Members
want to pull that down and take a look
at it.

Now, again, I am stating the obvious.
January 22nd, 2001, $1.47; today, $3.53.
That is as of 4-23-08. So we know that
is today where we are on the gas price.
And that source is AAA. Can we put
that on our website, too? That would
be very helpful.

I think what else is important,
Madam Speaker, as I start to come in
here for a landing here, the average
price per gallon of fuel paid by the U.S.
military units in Iraq is $3.23 a gallon.
That is how much they are paying.
That is an AP fact from the Associated
Press. That is 4-22-08. Then it goes on,
the price per gallon of gasoline for
Iraqi residents is $1.36, and that is the
AP on the same date, on 4-22-08.

Let me just finish with two other
points here. The cost for fuel the U.S.
military consumes per month is $153
million, and oil revenues that the Iraqi
government is expected to take in this
year is $70 billion.

Now, this leads to another point. If I
had enough time I would make it, but
I am going to cut my 30-something
piece short today, because if I was to
start talking about the Iraqi govern-
ment, and that is the whole failure of
the whole piece, what they are not
doing to assist us. Because when you
look at it, I think the U.S. military
should be paying the price that Iraqis
are paying.

Since we are over there carrying out
this great deed, why are we spending
$3.23 a gallon? I don’t know why. And
when we have just average Iraqis that
are not taking the incoming that our
troops are taking—they are paying a
price, the Iraqi civilians, I must add—
but the individuals that have to go out
there on that midnight shift to protect
the streets of Iraq are paying $3.23. I
mean, we are just in the business of
making sure that Americans pay more
than anyone else.

So I am just going to put it that way.
I just want to lay that out. Maybe
somebody at the White House may hear
me and may call somebody over in the
parliament over in Iraq, if they are
meeting, if they even have a quorum,
to be able to deal with that issue.

This issue as it relates to gas is
something that is very personal to
many Americans. Again, I just want to
make sure that the record was set
straight on the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
as it relates to what Democrats have
done to bring down gas prices. But, of
course, we do not have the presidency
of the United States, not as of yet, to
be able to fulfill the total reality of
how do we move towards alternative
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fuels, how do we go greener,
greening the Capitol.

Madam Speaker and Members, when 1
come back to the floor next week, I be-
lieve it will be Wednesday, I want to
talk about the initiatives that we have
going on right here in this Capitol, all
the way down. I just wrote an article
for one of the local publications here in
Washington, D.C. talking about what
we are doing.

Think about it. Greening the Capitol
was not even a discussion until we, and
when I say ‘“‘we,” the Democrats took
control of the House, empowered by the
American people. I will talk about
that, and I will maybe enter it into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD so it will be
there to highlight exactly what the
House Administration Committee and
other committees that the Speaker has
appointed to deal with this very issue
are doing.

But, in closing, if you are going to
send a letter to the Speaker, the Re-
publican leadership, if you are going to
send a letter to the Speaker, make sure
you fact check your own letter. That is
the message of today. And if you don’t
fact check it, I guarantee you that
those of us that are in the Capitol will
find the time to do it, especially on an
issue that hits such a chord with so
many Americans.

So, let’s try to vote together. Let’s
try to work together. Let’s try to re-
solve the problems of everyday Ameri-
cans as it relates to the economy, as it
relates to health care, as it relates to
what is going on in Iraq together. Let’s
not stand in the schoolhouse door and
then, you know, write a letter and say,
oh, well, we don’t know what you guys
are doing. We would love to be a part of
it. I don’t know why you are sitting on
your hands. You said 2 years ago you
would do something. You haven’t done
it as of yet, as though we are working
hand-in-hand. When I say ‘“we,” I am
talking about the Republican leader-
ship, and making sure that we achieve
that.

Madam Speaker, with that, it is al-
ways an honor coming before the
House. It is always good bringing this
great information. I would like to
thank the working members of the 30—
Something Working Group and our
staff.

even

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE JOHN A. BOEHNER, RE-
PUBLICAN LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JOHN A.
BOEHNER, Republican Leader:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 7, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, U.S. Capitol,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to Section
841(b) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (P.L. 10-181), I am
pleased to appoint Mr. Dean G. Popps of Vir-
ginia to the Commission on Wartime Con-
tracting.
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Mr. Popps has expressed interest in serving
in this capacity and I am pleased to fulfill
his request.

Sincerely,
JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Republican Leader.

———

ISSUES AFFECTING THE WORLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Iowa
(Mr. KING) is recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I
am quite pleased to come to the floor
and be recognized to address you. I am
especially honored to be the first Mem-
ber of Congress to address this Con-
gress after Dean Popps has been ap-
pointed, as has just been read into the
RECORD. I want to talk about two pa-
triotic Americans this evening, and
then transition to some other subject
matter.

Dean Popps is one of those who has
served his country, and done it very
well. He was one of the first people to
go into Iraq as part of the team with
Paul Bremer, a person who gave up a
pretty easy path here in the United
States that he had earned for himself
to take on a very difficult and chal-
lenging path to serve his country. I
have seen him stand as we loaded
wounded on to planes at Landstuhl, his
hand over his heart and a tear in his
eye.
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And he will serve this country very
well on the appointment that has just
been read into the RECORD. And I look
forward to the results of that service as
I have seen the results of his past serv-
ice. It is a matter of coincidence that I
arrive here to hear the reading, and I
can’t pass up the opportunity to say a
few kind words about the most quali-
fied individual that could possibly
come forward to serve on the commis-
sion. I look forward to that service,
Madam Speaker.

Then, I also have come to the floor to
convey a message, that conveys a mes-
sage to you, Madam Speaker, that re-
flects across the United States Con-
gress in listening to the remarks that
were made by the previous speakers,
including the gentleman from Florida,
about our operations in this global war
on terror; and global war on Islamic
Jihadists is a more appropriate way to
address our enemy.

Our enemy has a global presence, and
they are attacking us globally and
they have been doing that for 20 or
more years, perhaps more than 25
years, in the modern era here, and we
need to recognize who they are. Our
soldiers and our troops recognize who
they are, but there seems to be a my-
opic vision on the part of a lot of Mem-
bers of Congress that happen to be
right now in the majority. And I regret
that I have seen this war turned into a
political tug-of-war rather than a pol-
icy that we are committed to, and we
are committed to in large numbers, to
grant the authority to engage in the
liberation of the Iraqi people.
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And now that this has gone on for a
while, and even though the casualties
in the beginning were far, far less than
those predicted by the very detractors
today that say that the accumulated
casualties over the last 5 years are
more than this Nation can bear and
that we should leave Iraq under any
circumstances, according to their view,
and let the calamity begin.

Well, the calamity began in the
aftermath of Vietnam, and the body
count by the time the killing fields in
Cambodia were totaled up was some
number between 2 million and 3 million
people.

But today, because of the courageous
actions on the part of all of our mili-
tary, and that absolutely includes our
Commander in Chief, the 25 or 26 or so
million in Afghanistan breathe free.
They voted for the first time on that
piece of real estate on the planet, ever,
because of U.S. and coalition forces lib-
erating them. And there have been a
number of elections in Iraq and an-
other one coming up, a place where we
can’t say that they actually had a rep-
resentative form of government. No
constitutional republic existed there.

Today, they have a significant meas-
ure of freedom, and in fact their safety
and security has improved dramati-
cally, partly and in a large way be-
cause of the result of the surge, also
because of the result of the diplomacy
that takes place, not on the part of
some of the self-appointed emissaries
that think that they should be the
Lone Ranger on American foreign pol-
icy, those who don’t seem to under-
stand our Constitution or the Logan
Act.

No, Madam Speaker. I am talking
about the American soldier, the Amer-
ican Marine, the American Airman,
and the Sailors too, and particularly
the Seabees that are on the ground,
that are playing soccer with the Iraqi
kids and handing out candy and nur-
turing them and saving children, sav-
ing their lives, and teaching them a lit-
tle bit of English and learning a little
bit of Arabic and being part of the cul-
tural exchange. Those are the people
that are earning the peace, and their
lives are on the line, and every one of
them is a volunteer. And they want to
complete their mission, Madam Speak-
er.

This brings me to a message that I
received in my e-mail, I am going to
say a couple of weeks ago that I re-
ceived this e-mail. It is from a Captain
Sean P. O’Brien, 5th Battalion, 25th
Field Artillery, 4th Brigade, 10th
Mountain Division, a forward operating
base somewhere in Iraq, and I will not
divulge that location. I have watched
as an older boy and then a young man,
Sean O’Brien, grow up and learn patri-
otism and the cost of freedom, and
know that some had to serve and some
would sacrifice, and he volunteered to
do so. He is a decorated veteran. He re-
ceived a Purple Heart in Afghanistan,
and went back into the theater of war
and now he is there in Iraq. And he
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sent this e-mail to me, and, Madam
Speaker, I would like to read it into
the RECORD. Captain Sean P. O’Brien.

Hello again from Baghdad. I am not
sure what is going on in the news these
days, but I would like to offer another
perspective.

As important as it is to the media to
sensationalize a story, the nuisance of
these attacks is just that. If there was
ever a time that we were taking the
wood to these jerks, it is now. The few
that are causing the problems, and I
mean the few, seem to be cut off, and
they are fighting like it. They are
making incredibly huge tactical errors,
and their support seems to wane very
easily in the face of the coalition and
Iraqi Security Forces’ resolve.

I have seen with my own eyes the
bravery of the Iraqi Army. They really
are fighting for their country, and they
are making the kinds of sacrifices we
like to remind ourselves of our own he-
roes. The Iraqi police, not as success-
ful, but still holding their own, espe-
cially when they know that we have
got their backs.

I hate this job. I hate being away
from Dawn and the Kkids, but I love see-
ing the enemy’s cowardice and the in-
consistencies disintegrate into their
death when they are met with delib-
erate and disciplined prosecution. They
push teachers and kids out of schools
and fight from the schoolhouses. They
arrange coordinated attacks from
mosques. I suppose, as any insurgent
would, their best weapon is a booby
trap.

By the way, a person who revolts
against civil authority or an estab-
lished government is an insurgent.
Please note, established government.

The largest share of the attacks has
been aimed at anything that represents
the government, not so much coalition
forces. Our mission is to protect the
populous. The populous wants to be
safe, and they demonstrate it. The
Iraqi Army is getting stronger every
day, and they give their lives for it.
The enemy is very reactive and there-
fore easily predicted.

Something to think about. We are
not leaving here. No one has told me
this, but I do know that over the last 60
years we still have troops in the fol-
lowing places: Korea, Japan, and Ger-
many. What is the difference? Hazard
pay? Only a rhetorical question, he
notes.

And Captain O’Brien goes on:

All countries are now contributing
culturally and economically. Is the
sacrifice any different now than it was
then? Was it worth it to help them out?
Is it worth it now?

To leave this place would be the same
as standing by, idly watching your
neighbors’s house burn to the ground.
It is irresponsible and it is morally
wrong to ever consider such a thing.

Freedom is so important. It is one
thing to say it; it is another com-
pletely to watch someone die for it or
for someone else’s.

All citizens and all governments are
obliged to work for the avoidance of
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