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estimate on a bill over there, to a bill
here, have been anywhere from a low of
$20 billion to a high of $60 billion over
10 years. I know a number of Repub-
licans have been working on that as
well. Some of them have reached out to
Democrats this week, saying, We hope
we can find a way to pay for this.

Does the gentleman have any knowl-
edge of whether or not that GI bill, ex-
panded GI benefits, is being actively
discussed as part of the bill?

I would yield.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

I will tell the gentleman that very
definitely it’s being discussed. We be-
lieve this is a cost of war. We have over
4,000 families who have lost husbands,
wives, brothers and sisters. We have
over 30,000 severely injured. Obviously,
the GI bill for those who came home
from World War II and Korea had very
good benefits that were helpful to
them. Unfortunately, particularly with
respect to our Guard and Reserve, that
is not the case.

JIM WEBB, the former Secretary of
the Navy, now the Senator from Vir-
ginia, as you know, has introduced a
bill. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN on
this side has also introduced a bill.
Others have introduced legislation try-
ing to make sure that the veterans who
are coming home from Iraq that have
been deployed for long periods of time,
have had their lives very substantially
disrupted, their families’ lives dis-
rupted, fighting for their country, that
this is a cost of war.

We are trying to address this, and the
gentleman is correct, there is discus-
sion about, as a cost of war, having this
proceed to the President perhaps on
the supplemental. That is under discus-
sion. That decision has not been made.
But it’s certainly very high on our pri-
ority list to take care of these veterans
that have come home and give them
the kind of benefits that we think they
are due as great patriots who have sac-
rificed for our country.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
for that information. I know Senator
MCcCAIN on the other side of the build-
ing also has come up with a proposal in
this area. He introduced legislation in
this area. So it’s widely discussed. I
think something can be done. Whether
or not the supplemental is the place or
not, I don’t know. I do believe that
whatever we do should become perma-
nently part of the benefits that vet-
erans should anticipate being able to
have in the future and not have any
kind of a temporary aspect to it.

The other question I had of my friend
are just about the conferences that I
haven’t asked about in a couple of
weeks. There are really three of them I
am wondering about, and that would be
the conference on the farm bill, the
conference on the higher education
bill, or the budget itself.

I would yield.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

I think the good news is that cer-
tainly on the farm bill, Mr. PETERSON
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indicates that progress is being made.
As you know, we extended it to May 2
to give the conference committee a lit-
tle more time.

They have been working at it very
diligently. It’s difficult. There were
substantial differences, not so much
partisan differences, but substantial
differences between the two Houses.
The Democrats and Republicans, frank-
ly, on both sides of the issues.

We believe that progress is being
made. I am hopeful that we can, in the
next week, have a conference report on
the farm bill on the floor. I am hopeful.
I am not predicting that, but I am
hopeful.

As to the budget, I think progress is
being made there as well. There are
some thorny issues. We are very com-
mitted to PAYGO. You mentioned
PAYGO as it relates to the GI bill. We
are committed to PAYGO. I was very
pleased to hear that some of your
members want to make sure that the
veterans bill is paid for. The war costs,
which we believe the veterans benefit
are a part of, are not paid for, as you
know, in the President’s proposal.

But with respect to the third con-
ference, the higher education bill, let
me see if I have a note here. We are
also making progress, it says, on the
higher education conference. But it is
likely, according to the chairman, that
we will need a short-term extension
next week because apparently they are
not sure that they will get it finished
by next week. So we may need an ex-
tension. If so, we will bring one to the
floor. I presume that will be in agree-
ment with both the ranking member
and the chairman.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
for that. Of course we did a 1-week ex-
tension on the farm bill again today.
We have done several extensions now. I
hope we get to a point where we have a
bill on the floor or have some ongoing
policy that farmers can rely on, even if
that is an extension of the bill we have,
but some ongoing policy really does
matter, and I hope we get there.

I thank the gentleman.

Mr. HOYER. I would just say we are
in agreement.

———

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO
DECLARE A RECESS ON WEDNES-
DAY, APRIL 30, 2008, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF RECEIVING IN
JOINT MEETING HIS EXCEL-
LENCY BERTIE AHERN, PRIME
MINISTER OF IRELAND

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it may be in
order at any time on Wednesday, April
30, 2008, for the Speaker to declare a re-
cess, subject to the call of the Chair,
for the purpose of receiving in joint
meeting His Excellency Bertie Ahern,
Prime Minister of Ireland.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ALTMIRE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.
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ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY,
APRIL 25, 2008, TO TUESDAY,
APRIL 29, 2008
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns tomorrow, it adjourn
to meet at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday next
for morning-hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the gentleman from Mary-
land?

There was no objection.

—————

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

——————

PROVIDING ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS
FOR EXPENSES OF SELECT COM-
MITTEE ESTABLISHED UNDER
HOUSE RESOLUTION 611

Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent for the imme-
diate consideration of the resolution
(H. Res. 1148) providing additional
amounts for the expenses of the select
committee established under House
Resolution 611.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1148

Resolved,

SECTION 1. EXPENSES OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

(a) PAYMENT OF EXPENSES.—In addition to
the amounts authorized under House Resolu-
tion 723, as agreed to October 10, 2007, there
shall be paid out of the applicable accounts
of the House of Representatives not more
than $150,000 for the expenses of the select
committee established under House Resolu-
tion 611, as agreed to August, 3, 2007 (here-
after referred to as the ‘‘select committee’’).

(b) VOUCHERS.—Payments under this reso-
lution shall be made on vouchers authorized
by the select committee, signed by the chair-
man of such committee, and approved in the
manner directed by the Committee on House
Administration.

(c) REGULATIONS.—Amounts made avail-
able under this resolution shall be expended
in accordance with regulations prescribed by
the Committee on House Administration.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM DEPUTY
DISTRICT DIRECTOR, THE HON-
ORABLE SUSAN A. DAVIS, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Jessica Poole, Deputy
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District Director, the Honorable SUSAN
A. DAVIS, Member of Congress:
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 16, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally
notify you, pursuant to rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with two criminal trial sub-
poenas for testimony issued by the Superior
Court for San Diego County, California.

After consulting with the Office of General
Counsel, I have determined that compliance
with the subpoenas is consistent with the
privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
JESSICA POOLE,
Deputy District Director.

COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF AS-
SISTANT, THE HONORABLE
SUSAN A. DAVIS, MEMBER OF
CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Nicholaus Norvell, Staff
Assistant, the Honorable SUSAN A.
DAvis, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 16, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally
notify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with two criminal trial sub-
poenas for testimony issued by the Superior
Court for San Diego County, California.

After consulting with the Office of General
Counsel, I have determined that compliance
with the subpoenas is consistent with the
privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
NICHOLAUS NORVELL,
Staff Assistant.

COMMUNICATION FROM DISTRICT
DIRECTOR, THE HONORABLE
SUSAN A. DAVIS, MEMBER OF
CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Todd Gloria, District Di-
rector, the Honorable SUSAN A. DAVIS,
Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 16, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally
notify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with two criminal trial sub-
poenas for testimony issued by the Superior
Court for San Diego County, California.

After consulting with the Office of General
Counsel, I have determined that compliance
with the subpoenas is consistent with the
privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
ToDD GLORIA,
District Director.
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HIGHLIGHTING APRIL AS NA-
TIONAL STD AWARENESS MONTH

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to recognize April as
National STD Awareness Month. As
you may know, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention recently re-
leased a disturbing statistic. One in
four young women between the ages of
14 to 19 has a sexually transmitted dis-
ease, and it is likely that she does not
even know it. This amounts to an esti-
mated 3.2 million teen girls in America
with at least one of four common
STDs, including chlamydia and HPV.

The good news is that these diseases
and infections are preventable. We
have a responsibility to make sure that
parents and teenagers have the re-
sources they need to make smart
choices for their health and well-being.
This includes access to education and
access to affordable preventive health
care and screening.

As a Co-Chair of the Young Women’s
Task Force for the Women’s Caucus, I
call on my colleagues to take note of
the CDC’s startling statistic, and I con-
gratulate Congresswoman STEPHANIE
TUBBS JONES for introducing a resolu-
tion supporting National STD Aware-
ness Month.

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF PRAYER IN AMERICAN LIFE
AND HISTORY

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today as a member of
the bipartisan Congressional Prayer
Caucus, as we do each week, to for-
mally acknowledge the importance of
prayer in American life and history.
Today I remind my colleagues, con-
stituents and country of our need for
prayer by reading a portion of a procla-
mation by John Hancock 220 years ago
in 1783 while he was Governor of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

He said, ‘It has been the laudable
Practice of this Country, to open the
Business of the Year, by setting apart a
Day for Religious Exercise, thereby to
implore the Blessing of God upon all
the Undertakings of his People.

‘““He hath been graciously pleased to
hear our Prayers. At such a Time then,
it is peculiarly fit and becoming for us
as a People, while we express our Grat-
itude to Almighty God for his numer-
ous and unmerited Favors, to humble
ourselves before Him for our manifold
Sins, and to profess our entire Depend-
ence upon his paternal Care, beseech-
ing Him to give us his Grace that we
may be able to improve his Mercies to
his Honor and Glory.”
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind visitors in the gal-
lery not to show approval or dis-
approval of the proceedings.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———————

TRIBUTE TO TECHNICAL
SERGEANT ANTHONY CAPRA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I quote:
“Somehow or other their faces seemed
different from those of ordinary men.”’

Winston Churchill wrote those words
about volunteers who risked their lives
defusing bombs in wartime. I imagine
that he saw in their faces the constant
strain of knowing that their smallest
movements over the bomb could mean
the difference between life and death. I
imagine that he saw in the lines and
creases the evidence of the burden they
carried for their comrades; and, deeper
still, some indefinable quality that
made them willing to take that burden
on again and again.

Mr. Speaker, I never met Technical
Sergeant Tony Capra. But underneath
all the marks of strain and stress, I am
sure I could have seen there his love for
his family: His wife, Angie; his five
children, Mark, Victoria, Jared,
Shawn, and Adrianna; his 11 brothers
and sisters; his mother and his father.

Last week I had the opportunity to
talk to his father about the loss of his
son in Iraq as he disabled an IED and it
exploded. Obviously, he saved scores of
others, and paid the ultimate price. His
dad, as one would imagine, was ex-
traordinarily sad, but also exception-
ally proud of the duty his son had per-
formed.

I am sure I could have seen in his de-
votion to our Armed Forces an abso-
lute commitment to their mission, to
his duty, to his country.

Sergeant Tony Capra, 31 years of age,
died on April 9th in Iraq. He was an Air
Force Ordnance Technician based in In-
dian Head City, Maryland, in my dis-
trict, an expert diffuser of improvised
explosive devices. Quoting from the re-
port about him, his ‘‘keen eye for de-
tails, astounding memory, and courage
without measure,” in the words of his
commanding officer, as I have said,
saved countless lives.

But in the middle of an Iraqi road,
not far from Balad Air Force Base, an
explosion took his life. Sergeant Capra
was on his fourth tour in Iraq. When he
could have rested at home, he volun-
teered to return to work, to work
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