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the force required to lift a 1,000 pound 
block 1 foot off the ground. It was 
enough, literally, to turn heads. 

But what is not well known is that 
this hardscrabble Italian, who fought 
just twice outside the Eastern sea-
board, was a genuinely good guy. He 
served in the Army, lent much of his 
winnings to friends, and worked for 
charitable endeavors. Ultimately, he 
died in the plane crash en route to give 
a speech for the son of a friend. 

Rocky Marciano was a self-made 
man. He grew strong on homemade 
weightlifting equipment and tough on 
a heavy bag made out of an old mail 
sack that hung from a tree in his back-
yard. As his plaque says at the Inter-
national Boxing Hall of Fame: To de-
fine Rocky Marciano’s career, one only 
needs to know 49–0, 49 fights, 49 wins. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge pas-
sage of this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
present for consideration H.R. 5528, 
which seeks to commemorate the life 
of Rocky Marciano, the undefeated 
boxer from Brockton, Massachusetts, 
by naming a United States Post Office 
in his honor. 

Rocky Marciano’s story serves as a 
testament to the American Dream and 
the endless possibilities that line every 
street in our great country. His accom-
plishments remind us of the fact that 
the United States of America is a place 
where a poor and disadvantaged young 
man growing up in the rough neighbor-
hoods of Brockton, Massachusetts, can 
aspire and achieve greatness. 

H.R. 5528 was introduced by Rep-
resentative STEPHEN LYNCH of Massa-
chusetts on March 4, 2008, and was con-
sidered by and reported from the Over-
sight Committee on March 13, 2008, by 
voice vote. The measure has the sup-
port of the nine members of the Massa-
chusetts congressional delegation and 
upon passage will pay tribute to a man 
who demonstrated the limitless poten-
tial that lies within each human being. 
The obstacles Rocky Marciano had to 
overcome in life, whether they were 
physical, financial, or spiritual, pro-
vide inspiration to us all. 

Rocco Francis Marchegiano was born 
in Brockton, Massachusetts, on Sep-
tember 1, 1923. Weighing 12 pounds and 
sporting a robust frame, it was obvi-
ous, even as a newborn, that Rocky 
Marciano was not a pushover. Yet his 
luck was not as healthy as his phy-
sique. At 18 months Rocky contracted 
pneumonia and would have perished 
were it not for his remarkably strong 
constitution. Thus starting from a ten-
der age, Rocky learned how to fight 
back to overcome daunting odds. 

His first introduction to boxing came 
when he and some friends set up a 
stuffed mail sack in Marchegiano’s 

backyard to serve as a boxing bag. 
Now, as chairman of the Federal Work-
force, D.C., and Postal Service Sub-
committee, I wouldn’t normally ap-
prove of using mail sacks in such an 
abusive way. But in Rocky’s case, I 
must say that his resourcefulness is 
quite admirable. 

At age 20 Rocky was drafted into the 
U.S. Army to fight overseas in the Eu-
ropean theater. After only 8 months, he 
was flown back to the States where he 
awaited transfer to the Pacific in Fort 
Lewis, Washington. While stationed at 
Fort Lewis, he volunteered to rep-
resent his unit in a ring of amateur 
fights and eventually won the boxing 
tournament in 1946. From that point 
onward, sports history would be forever 
changed and Rocky Marciano would 
begin his long career as world cham-
pion until he announced retirement in 
April of 1956. 

On the eve of his 46th birthday in 
1969, Marciano was aboard a small pri-
vate plane that went down on its way 
to Des Moines, Iowa. In memory of 
Rocky Marciano and in honor of his ac-
complishment, I urge swift passage of 
H.R. 5528. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5528. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DAVID H. 
SHARRETT II POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5483) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 10449 White Granite Drive in 
Oakton, Virginia, as the ‘‘Private First 
Class David H. Sharrett II Post Office 
Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5483 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DAVID H. 

SHARRETT II POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 10449 
White Granite Drive in Oakton, Virginia, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Pri-
vate First Class David H. Sharrett II Post 
Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Private First Class 
David H. Sharrett II Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-

linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I join my col-
leagues in consideration of H.R. 5483, 
which renames a post office building in 
Oakton, Virginia, after one of our 
country’s fallen soldiers: Private First 
Class David H. Sharrett II. 

H.R. 5483 was introduced on February 
25, 2008, by Congressman TOM DAVIS, 
our committee’s ranking member, and 
has the support of the entire Virginia 
delegation, which is only fitting as the 
measure honors one of the State’s na-
tive sons and heroes. H.R. 5483 was con-
sidered by the Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee on March 13, 
2008, where it was passed without ob-
jection by voice vote. 

A longtime resident of the Northern 
Virginia community of Fairfax, Pri-
vate First Class David H. Sharrett II 
was tragically killed on Wednesday, 
January 16, 2008, along with two other 
soldiers from his command, when they 
were attacked by grenade and small- 
arms fire during a combat operation in 
Balad, Iraq. 

Known throughout the area as a star 
defensive end for the Oakton High 
School football team, Private Sharrett 
elected to enlist in the U.S. military in 
the summer of 2006 and was assigned to 
the 101st Airborne Division in Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky. According to Pri-
vate Sharrett’s father, David’s tour of 
duty in Iraq was scheduled to end in 
October of 2009 and he planned to re-
turn to Northern Virginia to earn a de-
gree in education and possibly become 
a history teacher, which I must say is 
another noble and honorable profes-
sion. Although Private Sharrett’s 
dream must now go unaccomplished, 
let the record show that his valiant 
service to our country and the world 
will undoubtedly live on for genera-
tions to come. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask that we join 
with Representative TOM DAVIS, our 
colleague from Virginia, in acknowl-
edging the life and sacrifices of Private 
First Class David H. Sharrett II and 
pass H.R. 5483. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 5483, a bill to rename the post 
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office located at 10449 White Granite 
Drive in Oakton, Virginia, after an 
American hero: Private First Class 
David Sharrett II, a proud son of Fair-
fax County, Virginia. 

PFC Sharrett grew up in Oakton, 
Virginia, where he attended Oakton El-
ementary School, Cooper Intermediate 
School, and Oakton High School, where 
he starred as a defensive end on the 
Cougars’ regional championship foot-
ball team. His high school football 
coach, Peter Bendorff, said, ‘‘He wasn’t 
the biggest kid, but he was fearless. He 
was a kid that sticks out in your 
mind.’’ 

So it was not surprising when in 2006 
he decided to enlist in the Army, where 
he was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 
32nd Calvary Regiment of the 101st Air-
borne Division, 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, based in Fort Campbell, Ken-
tucky. Before long he was deployed to 
Iraq. 

During his time overseas, PFC 
Sharrett missed his family and called 
home often. His father, David Sharrett 
Sr., a teacher in Northern Virginia, 
said during those calls, his son 
downplayed the dangers he encoun-
tered and talked mainly about the 
pride of serving his country. 

But one day, while Mr. Sharrett was 
teaching, he got the call no parent 
should ever receive. His son had been 
killed in action on January 16 of this 
year in a grenade attack in Baghdad. 
He was 27 years old. 

Private Sharrett left behind a proud 
family and friends, who will always re-
member his bravery on behalf of his 
country. They will look to his decora-
tions, which include the National De-
fense Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Medal, the Army Service Rib-
bon, and the Expert Weapons Qualifica-
tion Badge. They will comfort his fam-
ily, his father; his wife; and his mother, 
Kimberly Drummond. And they will 
know that we owe PFC Sharrett and 
his family a debt of gratitude we can 
never repay. 

This small token of our appreciation, 
the renaming of a post office in the 
town he called home, is an appropriate 
tribute. Therefore, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in doing what we can 
to honor this brave man and support 
H.R. 5483. Further, I ask that we con-
tinue to honor all of our men and 
women in uniform who serve this great 
Nation with distinction. 

b 1115 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge passage of H.R. 5483, and yield 
back the balance of our time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5483. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MARISOL HEREDIA POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4185) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 11151 Valley Boulevard in El 
Monte, California, as the ‘‘Marisol 
Heredia Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4185 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MARISOL HEREDIA POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 11151 
Valley Boulevard in El Monte, California, 
shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Marisol Heredia Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Marisol Heredia Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
join my colleagues from the State of 
California in the consideration of H.R. 
4185, which names the postal facility in 
El Monte after Specialist Marisol 
Heredia, a distinguished and heroic 
American servicewoman. 

H.R. 4185, which was introduced by 
Representative SOLIS of California on 
November 11, 2007, was considered by 
and reported from the Oversight Com-
mittee on March 13, 2008, by a voice 
vote. The measure has the support of 
the California delegation, and provides 
us with yet another opportunity to pay 
tribute to a member of our country’s 
Armed Services. 

Specialist Marisol Heredia was only 
19 years old when, on September 7, 2007, 
she died at Brooke Army Medical Cen-
ter in San Antonio as a result of com-
plications suffered from a noncombat- 
related injury she received on July 18 
in Baghdad, Iraq. Specialist Heredia 
was assigned to the 15th Brigade Sup-

port Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, 
Texas. 

Described as a strong-willed and per-
ceptive young woman, Specialist 
Heredia held the rank of Specialist 4, 
and had served for months in war-torn 
Iraq before being badly burned on July 
18 while refilling a generator. Although 
this special young lady was only 19 
years old when she lost her life, her 
service and faithful commitment to 
preserving the liberties and freedoms 
for which our Nation is built upon are 
sure to live on forever. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, let us remember 
and pay tribute to the ultimate sac-
rifice made by Specialist Marisol 
Heredia and pass this measure at hand. 

I urge passage and reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge pas-
sage of H.R. 4185, to designate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service 
located in El Monte, California, as the 
Marisol Heredia Post Office Building. 

Mr. Speaker, Army Specialist 
Marisol Heredia of the 15th Brigade 
Support Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Calvary Division, Fort Hood, 
Texas, was a young woman with a 
promising future. Specialist Heredia’s 
life was tragically taken from her at 
the age of 19, while dutifully serving in 
the United States Army. She was de-
ployed in Baghdad, Iraq, where she sus-
tained noncombat-related injuries, 
which eventually led to her passing. 
Her injuries were sustained on July 18, 
2007, during the performance of a rou-
tine duty, the refueling of a generator. 
After a long and hard-fought battle, 
she ultimately succumbed to those in-
juries on September 7. 

Before enlisting, this young lady was 
a gifted student, who graduated from 
Mountain View High School with a 
GPA in the 3.5 range. During her time 
in high school, she developed an affin-
ity for the French language and cul-
ture, becoming the vice-president of 
the school’s French club. Joining the 
Army shortly after her high school 
graduation, she wanted to follow in her 
sister Claudia’s footsteps. 

Enlisting to serve our great Nation is 
a selfless and brave vocational choice. 
Specialist Heredia served as an exam-
ple of how military service is inher-
ently dangerous and that those dangers 
are not limited solely to those in the 
battlefield. She’s survived by her sis-
ters, Claudia and Carolina; her mother, 
Rosa Heredia; her stepfather, Jose 
Dominguez; and her fiance, Travis 
Beaumont, a fellow United States 
Army soldier. 

With gratitude for her bravery and 
sacrifice to her country, I ask all Mem-
bers to join me in supporting H.R. 4185, 
which will rename the post office in El 
Monte, California, in her honor. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of our time, and 
urge passage of this legislation. 
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