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that celebrates its diversity. I look for-
ward to a day when we can all be toler-
ant. 

The National Day of Silence recognizes that 
diversity is a cornerstone of American democ-
racy—that all people are individuals and have 
a right to be treated with dignity and respect. 

I look forward to a time where anti-GLBT 
harassment is no longer a problem in our 
schools. But until that happens, I am pleased 
to celebrate those students who recognize and 
appreciate the diversity of their classmates. I 
urge my colleagues to do the same and sup-
port H. Con. Res. 328. 

f 

PUR DRINKING WATER 

(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, the 
World Health Organization estimates 
that more than 1 billion people across 
the globe do not have access to clean, 
safe drinking water. The lack of clean 
water means that more than 4,000 chil-
dren die every day because of the dis-
eases they acquire due to unsafe water. 
These deaths are preventable, and I am 
proud to call attention to the work 
that the Procter & Gamble Company, 
one of my constituents, is doing to pre-
vent these deaths. 

P&G teamed with over 30 partners to 
provide safe drinking water to 40 coun-
tries and has provided safe drinking 
water during the global crises such as 
the tsunami in Asia, hurricanes in the 
Caribbean, and floods in the Phil-
ippines and Bangladesh. On Monday, 
former P&G CEO John Pepper deliv-
ered the one billionth liter of safe 
drinking water at a rural clinic near 
Lagos, Nigeria. 

The billionth liter of safe drinking 
water was delivered through PUR Puri-
fier of Water. PUR is a powdered water 
clarification and disinfectant that 
comes in small, easy-to-use packets. 
One packet has the same ingredients as 
a municipal water system to remove 
pollutants and cysts and kill bacteria 
and viruses in a liter of polluted water. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of what 
Procter & Gamble does. Their philan-
thropy extends far beyond this. They 
are committed to doing this for an-
other 5 years and creating two more 
billion liters of safe drinking water. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF SILENCE 

(Ms. BALDWIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with my colleagues to honor the 
hundreds of thousands of American 
students across the country who will 
participate in the National Day of Si-
lence this Friday to call attention to 
anti-LGBT name-calling, bullying, and 
harassment in their schools. 

By taking a vow of silence, students 
from more than 5,000 middle and high 
schools will call attention to hate-mo-

tivated harassment faced by individ-
uals in school and in work, and they 
will work toward improving their 
school climate. 

This year’s event will be held in 
memory of Lawrence King, an 8th- 
grade student who was shot and killed 
on February 12 by a classmate because 
of his sexual orientation and gender ex-
pression. Larry’s death is an unneces-
sary reminder of what we already 
know: lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender students continue to face 
pervasive harassment and victimiza-
tion in schools. 

As students use their silence to de-
mand schools are safe for all students, 
it is my hope we in Congress use our 
voices to ensure that it will be so. 

f 

DIPLOMATIC PRESENCE IN LHASA, 
TIBET 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, the United 
States has no permanent diplomatic 
presence in Tibet. Our closest con-
sulate is located in Chengdu—1,500 
miles away from Tibet’s capital of 
Lhasa. 

During the recent violence, the Chi-
nese government sealed off the Tibetan 
Autonomous Region to U.S. diplomats 
and foreign journalists. America has no 
permanent office to monitor the situa-
tion and to assist U.S. citizens. 

Last week, I authored appropriation 
language to establish a permanent dip-
lomatic presence in Lhasa, Tibet. The 
language is supported by the Dalai 
Lama’s special envoy, Lodi Gyari. The 
U.S. State Department has no opposi-
tion to it, and the Chinese ambassador 
to Washington has welcomed its discus-
sion. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
initiative to demonstrate our bipar-
tisan commitment to the people of 
Tibet and the expanding diplomatic 
presence of the United States. 

f 

HONORING PHILIP INGEGNERI 
(Mr. MICHAUD asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
privilege to speak in honor of the life 
of Philip Ingegneri, who was a dedi-
cated public servant, a true friend of 
Maine, and a loving husband and fa-
ther. 

For over 30 years, Phil served his 
country as a special investigator for 
the IRS. When the opportunity arose in 
the 1950s, Phil moved his beloved wife, 
Rosslyn, and their two young children, 
Philip and Lois, to Bangor, Maine. 

After a long and dedicated career 
serving his country, Phil was elected to 
the Maine House of Representatives 
where he dedicated his efforts to im-
proving public education for all of 
Maine’s citizens. 

I am sad to announce that Phil 
passed away this past Saturday at the 

age of 97. It is a privilege to recognize 
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives his service and contribution to 
our Nation and the great State of 
Maine. His dedication and love for his 
family, community, and country is a 
fine example for all of us. 

f 

DRILL 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, gasoline 
prices keep going up, and Americans 
want some answers and some action. 

One reason gasoline is rising is be-
cause the U.S. dollar continues to get 
weaker. The weaker it gets, the more it 
costs to buy that crude oil from the 
OPEC monopoly and the dictator of 
Venezuela. 

Another reason is the U.S. is the only 
major nation that ignores its own nat-
ural resources. This stubborn, hard- 
headed Congress refuses to let Amer-
ican oil companies drill offshore. Plus, 
subsidizing the corn industry to make 
ethanol has driven world food prices to 
an all-time high; and now, African na-
tions are even going hungry. 

Mr. Speaker, we have crude oil in all 
of these red zones outside the United 
States. But environmental intimida-
tion and fear tactics prevent drilling in 
this gold mine of crude. 

We only drill off Texas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Alabama. The rest of 
these red zones don’t have a problem 
taking that crude oil and gasoline, but 
they say ‘‘No!’’ to drilling off their 
shore. 

Unless we drill offshore and in 
ANWR, we are all going to be walking 
to work, and come winter, freezing in 
the dark. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

b 1015 

ONE VOICE FROM KENTUCKY’S 
THIRD DISTRICT 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, this 
story comes from Kathryn French in 
my hometown of Louisville, Kentucky: 

‘‘John, I am a 51-year-old female. I 
was released from my third job in the 
past 9 years 8 months ago. I have a 
business degree from U of L. I have 
held management and sales positions 
for over 25 years, making about $50,000 
a year. I also have a husband of 25 
years who, thankfully, has always 
worked hard, and we are getting by, 
but we have a mortgage and two sons 
in college at U of L, not to mention 
telephone, cell phones, cable, heating, 
air conditioning, car payments, insur-
ance, et cetera. I’m not getting many 
interviews; too qualified, or too old. 
And it’s hard to start over again. Then 
I hear Republicans say things like ‘‘if 
you extend unemployment then they 
won’t look for a job.’’ I already had to 
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cash out my 401(k)—and suffer a 10 per-
cent penalty on top of taxes and losses 
in the stock market. If I’m having a 
hard time, what are others doing with-
out the support I have from family and 
friends?’’ 

That was Kathryn French, one voice 
from Kentucky’s Third District. 

f 

COUNTY TIMBER PAYMENTS: 
JACKSON COUNTY, OREGON 

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, more than a year ago I warned this 
Congress in a series of speeches how its 
failure to reauthorize and fund county 
timber payments would hurt the coun-
ties of Oregon’s Second Congressional 
District, and that even a 1-year exten-
sion in last year’s emergency supple-
mental, while helpful, was not enough 
to stave off dramatic impacts. 

Jackson County closed all of its li-
braries. Some of these libraries now 
have reopened, but with decreased op-
erating hours at limited locations. 

During an already difficult economic 
time, the County has eliminated 117 
jobs in roads, parks, human services, 
public safety and planning. Real serv-
ices have been cut. 

Meanwhile, the Natural Resources 
and Agriculture Committees have dis-
charged H.R. 3058, which is a 4-year re-
authorization of county timber pay-
ments. But the Democratic leadership 
in this House has yet to schedule it for 
a vote. Why? 

Since January 15, this bill has been 
eligible for a vote on the House floor. 
The leadership has found time to name 
Post Offices and roads and many other 
things, but not to schedule this impor-
tant legislation for a vote and keep the 
Federal Government’s commitment to 
timbered counties. 

Today I, once again, call on the lead-
ership to schedule a vote on H.R. 3058. 

f 

DEMOCRATS ARE WORKING TO RE-
DUCE THE PRICE OF OIL AT THE 
PUMP BUT FACE RESISTANCE 
FROM PRESIDENT BUSH 

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, 
American families and businesses are 
paying a heavy price for the Bush ad-
ministration’s failure to enact a com-
prehensive energy strategy. Families 
are now paying an all-time record high 
of $3.50 for regular gasoline, and that’s 
more than double the cost when Presi-
dent Bush took office in 2001. 

Last year Democrats worked in a bi-
partisan fashion to pass the Energy 
Independence and Security Act, which 
is expected to save American families 
between $700 and $1,000 per year at the 
pump. But there’s still much more that 
needs to be done. 

Last month the House passed legisla-
tion that would take billions in tax-

payer subsidies to Big Oil and instead 
give them to renewable energy compa-
nies who are investing in the energy 
solutions of the future. This makes 
sense. After all, the big five oil compa-
nies continue to reap record profits. 
Why do they need handouts from this 
government? 

Mr. Speaker, if President Bush and 
my friends across the aisle are serious 
about providing some relief to the 
American consumer, they should re-
consider their opposition to this legis-
lation. 

f 

LET’S TAKE ACTION ON ENERGY 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 
truckers from Tennessee are visiting 
me this week, many of whom are oper-
ating at a net loss because of oil and 
gas prices. Gas prices are at historic 
highs. Residents of Clarksville, Ten-
nessee are paying $51 for a 15-gallon 
tank of gas. That’s a difference of $18.45 
since January 2007 when Speaker 
PELOSI and the Democrat leadership 
gained control of Congress and began 
making promises. 

They continue to wax eloquent about 
the future of energy. Their words sound 
promising, but the reality is, they’re as 
empty as a lot of our gas tanks. 

So what have they been doing? They 
have not encouraged domestic produc-
tion, but have sought to remove explo-
ration incentives that would promote 
energy independence. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
are calling on this Congress for action. 
So let’s take some action. Let’s invest, 
explore and provide opportunities for 
American innovation to develop reli-
able, affordable energy for years to 
come. 

f 

COAST GUARD AUTHORIZATION 
ACT 

(Ms. BORDALLO asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, as the 
House prepares to take up H.R. 2830, 
the Coast Guard Authorization Act, I 
call attention to Coast Guard policy af-
fecting repairs of its vessels. There is a 
loophole in current law that I seek to 
close with an amendment that will 
come to the floor tomorrow. 

The law does not recognize Guam as 
a U.S. port for the purposes of repairs, 
overhaul and maintenance of Coast 
Guard vessels. My amendment would 
correct this loophole and would not 
allow the Coast Guard to seek repairs 
of vessels home ported in Guam at for-
eign shipyards. 

This amendment is needed to protect 
vital American jobs. Outsourcing re-
pair, overhaul and maintenance of na-
tional security vessels is a dangerous 
proposition. The case in point, the 
Coast Guard wants to take the cutter 

Sequoia, home ported in Guam, and one 
of its newest in the fleet, to have its 
first major repairs done at a foreign 
shipyard by foreign workers. This move 
jeopardizes American jobs and critical 
ship repair capability on Guam. 

It is in our national security interest 
to maintain a viable ship repair capa-
bility on Guam. The Coast Guard’s ac-
tions are contrary to our national se-
curity. And this is even more serious 
because we have U.S. shipyard workers 
who are being laid off while the Sequoia 
leaves Guam. 

f 

DEMOCRATS’ BROKEN PROMISES 
(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Well, 
it’s been reported in the press that the 
Democrats have horrifically failed as 
the majority in Congress of getting al-
most anything done. You know, they 
made promise after promise to try to 
help the American people and, to no 
surprise really, most of those promises 
are now broken. 

This is evident by the fact that 
there’s been a dramatic increase in the 
price of oil that we all have had to suf-
fer and go through. Some people now 
call that the ‘‘Pelosi Premium.’’ 

Before taking the majority, the 
Democrats vowed that they would ad-
dress this issue and, more importantly, 
that they had a plan. Well, here we are 
16 months into this administration of 
this Congress, where’s the plan? 

Now I was on the floor just last week. 
At that time the cost of oil was about 
$115 a barrel. This week it’s approach-
ing $120 a barrel. $5 increase in just 1 
week. Where is it going to be a week 
from now or a month from now or the 
summertime? I can only guess. 

I can also guess as to when are the 
Democrats going to make the Amer-
ican people and their family budget a 
priority, as opposed to these other 
things we’ve been doing on the floor? 

We really can’t afford to keep on pay-
ing these skyrocketing energy prices 
and gas prices. If only the majority 
weren’t so occupied with their special 
interest spending and earmarks, we 
would be able to focus on the energy 
problem. 

f 

PAYCHECK FAIRNESS ACT 
(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 1338, the Paycheck 
Fairness Act. The author has intro-
duced this legislation for the last 10 
years. It’s time that we stand together 
for the fair payments act. 

It is 2008, and yet our wives, daugh-
ters, sisters still face gender-based 
wage discrimination. 

I am proud to advocate for equal pay 
because this is not a women’s issue. 
This is an American issue. Discrimina-
tion on wages based on gender is unac-
ceptable. Congress has a duty to tackle 
this issue. 
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