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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. BALDWIN).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 23, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TAMMY
BALDWIN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER
Rabbi Akiva Males, Kesher Israel
Congregation, Harrisburg, Pennsyl-

vania, offered the following prayer:

Merciful Father in heaven, as a new
day begins in this great Chamber, we
thank You for the many blessings You
have bestowed upon us.

Please strengthen these Representa-
tives of the United States of America
to act with justice, to love mercy, and
to walk humbly with You.

Endow them with wisdom, under-
standing, and courage, as they address
the diverse needs of the citizens of our
great country.

Bless these Representatives with the
patience and spirit of cooperation
needed to solve the many challenges
they face.

Grant to these hardworking men and
women of the House of Representatives
the wisdom and understanding needed
to lead the United States of America
with righteousness and integrity so
that our great country will continue to
be a beacon of light and inspiration
unto the world.

May this be Your will, and let us all
say, Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
WELCOMING RABBI AKIVA MALES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. HOLDEN) is recognized for
1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. HOLDEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and thank Rabbi
Akiva Males for providing today’s
prayer and blessing for both the House
and for our country.

Rabbi Males is a native of Cleveland,
Ohio, which he left to pursue his
ordainment by attending rabbinical
schools in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Jeru-
salem, Israel; and Queens, New York.
He was eventually ordained as a rabbi
by the Rabbinical Seminary of Amer-
ica in Queens, New York.

Rabbi Males is a member of the Rab-
binical Council of America. He and his
wife Lynn reside in Harrisburg, Penn-
sylvania, located in my congressional
district. He is now assisting Rabbi Dr.
Chaim Schertz at Kesher Israel Con-
gregation, a synagogue comprised of
close to 200 members that has been an
enhancing force in Harrisburg for over
100 years.

Rabbi Males is a pillar of faith, serv-
ice, and commitment in the Harrisburg
community, and I welcome him and his
family to our Nation’s Capital.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———

NATIONAL DAY OF SILENCE

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in observance of a National Day
of Silence, and in strong support of
House Concurrent Resolution 328.

This Friday marks the 12th National
Day of Silence, a day in which students
remain silent for a day to highlight the
discrimination some of their peers en-
dure when they speak out about their
sexual orientation and their personal
gender identity.

Though the United States has made
great progress toward ensuring civil
rights for all of its citizens, lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender individ-
uals still face persecution, often vio-
lent, from teachers, school officials,
and their classmates in our schools.

This year the National Day of Si-
lence will be held in memory of Law-
rence King, an 8th-grade student in
California who was shot and Kkilled by
one of his classmates because of his
sexual orientation.

Our country was founded on the ideal
of equality for all, with the self-evident
right of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. We must always be mindful
that our Nation’s history is a chronicle
of the blending of many formerly sepa-
rate cultures and languages, ideas and
lifestyles, into one American identity
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that celebrates its diversity. I look for-
ward to a day when we can all be toler-
ant.

The National Day of Silence recognizes that
diversity is a cornerstone of American democ-
racy—that all people are individuals and have
a right to be treated with dignity and respect.

| look forward to a time where anti-GLBT
harassment is no longer a problem in our
schools. But until that happens, | am pleased
to celebrate those students who recognize and
appreciate the diversity of their classmates. |
urge my colleagues to do the same and sup-
port H. Con. Res. 328.

———
PUR DRINKING WATER

(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, the
World Health Organization estimates
that more than 1 billion people across
the globe do not have access to clean,
safe drinking water. The lack of clean
water means that more than 4,000 chil-
dren die every day because of the dis-
eases they acquire due to unsafe water.
These deaths are preventable, and I am
proud to call attention to the work
that the Procter & Gamble Company,
one of my constituents, is doing to pre-
vent these deaths.

P&G teamed with over 30 partners to
provide safe drinking water to 40 coun-
tries and has provided safe drinking
water during the global crises such as
the tsunami in Asia, hurricanes in the
Caribbean, and floods in the Phil-
ippines and Bangladesh. On Monday,
former P&G CEO John Pepper deliv-
ered the one billionth liter of safe
drinking water at a rural clinic near
Lagos, Nigeria.

The billionth liter of safe drinking
water was delivered through PUR Puri-
fier of Water. PUR is a powdered water
clarification and disinfectant that
comes in small, easy-to-use packets.
One packet has the same ingredients as
a municipal water system to remove
pollutants and cysts and kill bacteria
and viruses in a liter of polluted water.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of what
Procter & Gamble does. Their philan-
thropy extends far beyond this. They
are committed to doing this for an-
other 5 years and creating two more
billion liters of safe drinking water.

———
NATIONAL DAY OF SILENCE

(Ms. BALDWIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with my colleagues to honor the
hundreds of thousands of American
students across the country who will
participate in the National Day of Si-
lence this Friday to call attention to
anti-LGBT name-calling, bullying, and
harassment in their schools.

By taking a vow of silence, students
from more than 5,000 middle and high
schools will call attention to hate-mo-
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tivated harassment faced by individ-
uals in school and in work, and they
will work toward improving their
school climate.

This year’s event will be held in
memory of Lawrence King, an 8th-
grade student who was shot and killed
on February 12 by a classmate because
of his sexual orientation and gender ex-
pression. Larry’s death is an unneces-
sary reminder of what we already
know: lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender students continue to face
pervasive harassment and victimiza-
tion in schools.

As students use their silence to de-
mand schools are safe for all students,
it is my hope we in Congress use our
voices to ensure that it will be so.

——————

DIPLOMATIC PRESENCE IN LHASA,
TIBET

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, the United
States has no permanent diplomatic
presence in Tibet. Our closest con-
sulate is located in Chengdu—1,500
miles away from Tibet’s capital of
Lhasa.

During the recent violence, the Chi-
nese government sealed off the Tibetan
Autonomous Region to U.S. diplomats
and foreign journalists. America has no
permanent office to monitor the situa-
tion and to assist U.S. citizens.

Last week, I authored appropriation
language to establish a permanent dip-
lomatic presence in Lhasa, Tibet. The
language is supported by the Dalai
Lama’s special envoy, Lodi Gyari. The
U.S. State Department has no opposi-
tion to it, and the Chinese ambassador
to Washington has welcomed its discus-
sion.

I urge my colleagues to support this
initiative to demonstrate our bipar-
tisan commitment to the people of
Tibet and the expanding diplomatic
presence of the United States.

———
HONORING PHILIP INGEGNERI

(Mr. MICHAUD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, it is my
privilege to speak in honor of the life
of Philip Ingegneri, who was a dedi-
cated public servant, a true friend of
Maine, and a loving husband and fa-
ther.

For over 30 years, Phil served his
country as a special investigator for
the IRS. When the opportunity arose in
the 1950s, Phil moved his beloved wife,
Rosslyn, and their two young children,
Philip and Lois, to Bangor, Maine.

After a long and dedicated career
serving his country, Phil was elected to
the Maine House of Representatives
where he dedicated his efforts to im-
proving public education for all of
Maine’s citizens.

I am sad to announce that Phil
passed away this past Saturday at the
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age of 97. It is a privilege to recognize
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives his service and contribution to
our Nation and the great State of
Maine. His dedication and love for his
family, community, and country is a
fine example for all of us.

———————

DRILL

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, gasoline
prices keep going up, and Americans
want some answers and some action.

One reason gasoline is rising is be-
cause the U.S. dollar continues to get
weaker. The weaker it gets, the more it
costs to buy that crude oil from the
OPEC monopoly and the dictator of
Venezuela.

Another reason is the U.S. is the only
major nation that ignores its own nat-
ural resources. This stubborn, hard-
headed Congress refuses to let Amer-
ican oil companies drill offshore. Plus,
subsidizing the corn industry to make
ethanol has driven world food prices to
an all-time high; and now, African na-
tions are even going hungry.

Mr. Speaker, we have crude oil in all
of these red zones outside the United
States. But environmental intimida-
tion and fear tactics prevent drilling in
this gold mine of crude.

We only drill off Texas, Louisiana,
Mississippi and Alabama. The rest of
these red zones don’t have a problem
taking that crude oil and gasoline, but

they say ‘“‘No!” to drilling off their
shore.
Unless we drill offshore and in

ANWR, we are all going to be walking
to work, and come winter, freezing in
the dark.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
O 1015

ONE VOICE FROM KENTUCKY’S
THIRD DISTRICT

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, this
story comes from Kathryn French in
my hometown of Liouisville, Kentucky:

“John, I am a bl-year-old female. I
was released from my third job in the
past 9 years 8 months ago. I have a
business degree from U of L. I have
held management and sales positions
for over 25 years, making about $50,000
a year. I also have a husband of 25
years who, thankfully, has always
worked hard, and we are getting by,
but we have a mortgage and two sons
in college at U of L, not to mention
telephone, cell phones, cable, heating,
air conditioning, car payments, insur-
ance, et cetera. I'm not getting many
interviews; too qualified, or too old.
And it’s hard to start over again. Then
I hear Republicans say things like ‘if
you extend unemployment then they
won’t look for a job.” I already had to
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