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The land under discussion is in the 
center of the town near a new ferry ter-
minal. This conveyance will help the 
city’s efforts to diversify its economic 
base. 

Additionally, the location of the site 
has been difficult for the Forest Serv-
ice to manage. 

I support passage of H.R. 831. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 831 introduced by 
our distinguished colleague, DON 
YOUNG, conveys approximately 12 acres 
of National Forest System land to the 
City of Coffman Cove. The City of 
Coffman Cove, Alaska, is a small com-
munity with about 200 residents that 
developed around the Tongass National 
Forest logging camp and work site. 
The 12-acre Forest Service site is now 
in the middle of town, and a new ferry 
terminal is planned for an adjacent 
parcel. The location of most of the For-
est Service site makes it difficult and 
inefficient for the Forest Service to 
manage and an obstacle to the future 
development and design of the city’s 
downtown. Conveyance of the Forest 
Service site would benefit both the 
Forest Service and the city in this re-
gard. 

In short, this noncontroversial bill 
simply conveys to Coffman Cove a 
small parcel of Forest Service land for 
which the Forest Service has no use. I 
urge my colleagues to support the bill. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank Chairman RAHALL for scheduling 
this noncontroversial bill for floor consideration 
today. 

H.R. 831 will provide for the conveyance of 
approximately 12 acres of surplus Forest 
Service land to the city of Coffman Cove, 
Alaska. The 12-acre parcel sits in the middle 
of town adjacent to the site of a new Inter-Is-
land Ferry Terminal that the city hopes to use 
to help spur economic growth. In addition to 
being an obstacle to the ferry terminal and any 
new economic development in the city’s down-
town, the location of the parcel makes it dif-
ficult and inefficient for the Forest Service to 
manage. As such, the conveyance provided 
for in this bill would benefit both the city and 
the Forest Service, and according to the Con-
gressional Budget Office, it will do so at little 
or no cost to the taxpayer. 

To give you some background, Mr. Speaker, 
Coffman Cove is a small, isolated community 
with about 200 residents that developed 
around a Tongass National Forest logging 
camp and work site. While the timber industry 
and the jobs it once provided in the region 
have largely disappeared, the community re-
mains, and opportunities for economic growth 
and expansion are limited by the fact that it is 
surrounded on all sides by the 17-million-acre 
Tongass National Forest. I don’t expect to 
change that anytime soon, but I think it is 
more than reasonable to convey 12 acres of 
surplus Federal land located within the com-
munity’s economic center. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill provides a fair and 
commonsense solution to a problem. The tiny 

parcel of land is of no use to the Forest Serv-
ice and it is an impediment to the growth and 
economic well-being of an isolated community 
surrounded by a National Forest larger than 
the State of West Virginia. I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 831. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from West Virginia (Mr. 
RAHALL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 831, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

MORLEY NELSON SNAKE RIVER 
BIRDS OF PREY NATIONAL CON-
SERVATION AREA ACT 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3734) to rename the Snake River 
Birds of Prey National Conservation 
Area in the State of Idaho as the Mor-
ley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey 
National Conservation Area in honor of 
the late Morley Nelson, an inter-
national authority on birds of prey, 
who was instrumental in the establish-
ment of this National Conservation 
Area, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3734 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Morley Nel-
son Snake River Birds of Prey National Con-
servation Area Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RENAMING OF SNAKE RIVER BIRDS OF 

PREY NATIONAL CONSERVATION 
AREA. 

(a) RENAMING.—Public Law 103–64 is 
amended— 

(1) in section 2(2) (16 U.S.C. 460iii–1(2)), by 
inserting ‘‘Morley Nelson’’ before ‘‘Snake 
River Birds of Prey National Conservation 
Area’’; and 

(2) in section 3(a)(1) (16 U.S.C. 460iii– 
2(a)(1)), by inserting ‘‘Morley Nelson’’ before 
‘‘Snake River Birds of Prey National Con-
servation Area’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the Snake 
River Birds of Prey National Conservation 
Area shall be deemed to be a reference to the 
Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey Na-
tional Conservation Area. 

(c) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Public Law 
103–64 is further amended— 

(1) in section 3(a)(1) (16 U.S.C. 460iii– 
2(a)(1)), by striking ‘‘(hereafter referred to as 
the ‘conservation area’)’’; and 

(2) in section 4 (16 U.S.C. 460iii–3)— 
(A) in subsection (a)(2), by striking ‘‘Con-

servation Area’’ and inserting ‘‘conservation 
area’’; and 

(B) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘Visitors 
Center’’ and inserting ‘‘visitors center’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) and the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-
CAN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from West Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, the pend-

ing measure introduced by our col-
league, MIKE SIMPSON, renames the 
Snake River Birds of Prey National 
Conservation Area in the State of 
Idaho as the Morley Nelson Snake 
River Birds of Prey National Conserva-
tion Area. 

Morley Nelson was an ardent advo-
cate for birds of prey and was instru-
mental in establishing the Snake River 
Birds of Prey National Conservation 
Area. The National Conservation Area 
includes approximately 500 acres and is 
one of the densest known nesting popu-
lations of eagles, falcons, owls, hawks, 
and other birds of prey in North Amer-
ica. 

I do commend our colleague, MIKE 
SIMPSON from Idaho, for his work on 
the bill. I support the passage of H.R. 
3734. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s appropriate that 
the Snake River Birds of Prey National 
Conservation Area be named after Mor-
ley Nelson. Morley Nelson dem-
onstrated how private voluntary wild-
life conservation efforts can be far 
more effective than big Federal pro-
grams and showed that punitive laws, 
like the Endangered Species Act, can 
inhibit and interfere with more cre-
ative approaches. 

He worked with Idaho Power to rede-
sign their towers and power lines so ea-
gles would not be electrocuted when 
they landed on them. This not only 
saved the eagles; it saved Idaho Power 
the substantial cost of power disrup-
tions. 

He worked with private falconers to 
create a captive breeding and release 
program that was so successful, the 
peregrine falcon was one of the first 
species taken off the endangered spe-
cies list. The Fish and Wildlife Service 
has yet to achieve a comparable recov-
ery after more than 30 years. 

I am pleased to see Morley Nelson 
recognized for his great conservation 
achievements. 
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from West Virginia (Mr. 
RAHALL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3734. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL HEALTH CARE 
DECISIONS DAY 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 323) 
expressing Congressional support for 
the goals and ideals of National Health 
Care Decisions Day. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 323 

Whereas National Health Care Decisions 
Day is designed to raise public awareness of 
the need to plan ahead for health care deci-
sions related to end-of-life care and medical 
decision-making whenever patients are un-
able to speak for themselves and to encour-
age the specific use of advance directives to 
communicate these important decisions; 

Whereas the Patient Self-Determination 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395cc(f) et seq.), guarantees 
patients the right to information about their 
rights under State law regarding accepting 
or refusing medical treatment; 

Whereas it is estimated that only a minor-
ity of Americans have executed advance di-
rectives, including those who are terminally 
ill or living with life-threatening or life-lim-
iting illnesses; 

Whereas advance directives offer individ-
uals the opportunity to discuss with loved 
ones in advance of a health care crisis and 
decide what measures would be appropriate 
for them when it comes to end-of-life care; 

Whereas the preparation of an advance di-
rective would advise family members, health 
care providers, and other persons as to how 
an individual would want to be treated with 
respect to health care; 

Whereas to avoid any legal or medical con-
fusion due to the emotions involved in end- 
of-life decisions, it is in the best interest of 
all Americans that each person over the age 
of 18 communicate his or her wishes by cre-
ating an advance directive; 

Whereas the Conditions of Participation in 
Medicare and Medicaid, section 489.102 of 
title 42, Code of Federal Regulations (as in 
effect on the date of enactment of this reso-
lution), require all participating facilities to 
provide information to patients and the pub-
lic on the topic of advance directives; 

Whereas the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services has recognized that the use of 
advance directives is tied to quality health 
care and has included discussions of advance 
directives in the criteria of the Physician 
Quality Reporting Initiative; 

Whereas establishing National Health Care 
Decisions Day will encourage health care fa-
cilities and professionals as well as chap-
lains, attorneys, and others to participate in 
a collective, nationwide effort to provide 
clear, concise, and consistent information to 

the public about health care decision-mak-
ing, particularly advance directives; and 

Whereas as a result of National Health 
Care Decisions Day, recognized on April 16, 
2008, more Americans will have conversa-
tions about their health care decision, more 
Americans will execute advance directives to 
make their wishes known, and fewer families 
and health care providers will have to strug-
gle with making difficult health care deci-
sions in the absence of guidance from the pa-
tient: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Health Care Decisions Day; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of advance 
care planning for all adult Americans; 

(3) encourages each person in the United 
States who is over the age of 18 to prepare an 
advance directive to assist his or her loved 
ones, health care providers, and others as 
they honor his or her wishes; 

(4) calls upon all members of this body to 
execute such documents and discussions for 
themselves; and 

(5) encourages health care, civic, edu-
cational, religious, and for- and non-profit 
organizations to encourage individuals to 
prepare advance directives to ensure that 
their wishes and rights with respect to 
health care are protected. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. DINGELL) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, at this 

time, I reserve the balance of my time. 
My good friend from Georgia, I know, 
has some important comments. 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Con. Res. 323, ex-
pressing congressional support for the 
goals and the ideals of National Health 
Care Decisions Day. 

National Health Care Decisions Day 
was recognized by hundreds of organi-
zations across the United States last 
Wednesday, April 16, and it is appro-
priate for this body to stand with those 
organizations in recognition of this im-
portant day. 

Mr. Speaker, first of all, though, I 
want to thank the distinguished chair-
man of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, Mr. DINGELL, and his staff for 
their cooperation in helping us get this 
to the floor. I want to thank the rank-
ing member, Mr. BARTON, and the mi-
nority staff and the 100 Members, many 
of them members of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee who are cospon-
sors of this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, the goals of the resolu-
tion are twofold. First, it aims to raise 
awareness of the importance for every-
one at all stages of life to take the 

time to discuss important end-of-life 
medical decisions with their loved 
ones. 

Second, this resolution recognizes 
the emphasis of over 450 organizations 
spanning all 50 States that worked to-
gether on April 16 to educate Ameri-
cans about their options in preparing 
advanced medical directives and ap-
pointing medical powers of attorney. 

Of these groups, 75 are national orga-
nizations, including AARP, the Amer-
ican Bar Association, the American 
Medical Association, National Right to 
Life, and an additional 370 State and 
community organizations participated 
in the National Health Care Decisions 
Day efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, as a result of the Na-
tional Health Care Decisions Day, 
thousands of people across the country 
have received information on advanced 
directives through newspaper articles, 
television, and radio broadcasts, all re-
leased last week on April 16. I want to 
thank and congratulate all those in-
volved for their hard work on this im-
portant cause. I am also proud of the 
broad bipartisan support this resolu-
tion has garnered. 

Companion legislation sponsored by 
Senators WYDEN and ENZI has already 
passed the Senate, and now over 100, as 
I mentioned earlier, of my fellow House 
Members of both sides of the aisle have 
signed on to this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to urge the 
American people to invest time and ef-
fort into seeking out information on 
advanced directives. Advanced direc-
tives allow individuals to maintain 
control over their health care decisions 
even at the end of their lives, regard-
less of the circumstances they may 
face at that time. And I also encourage 
Americans to educate themselves on 
the options and details of the various 
types of advanced directives so that 
their wishes may be correctly docu-
mented and carried out. 

Let me be very clear: This bill does 
not express what an individual’s end- 
of-life decision should be. Those are the 
decisions that should be left to the in-
dividual undertaking this difficult but 
important step. 

This resolution merely seeks to raise 
awareness about advanced directives 
themselves. And that’s why this resolu-
tion is being supported by such a di-
verse range of organizations. Educating 
individuals and making them aware of 
their choices is a key to respecting and 
preserving life. 

Mr. Speaker, as a physician, I cannot 
stress enough that these decisions 
should be made with the input of med-
ical professionals and should be acces-
sible to the patient’s doctor in the time 
of greatest medical need. Too many 
times, families are left to guess what 
medical decisions their family member 
would have wanted. Think about the 
Terri Schiavo case a couple years ago. 
But physicians are sometimes left to 
guess as well. 

A recent study by the U.S. Agency 
for Health Care Research and Quality 
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