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commend the chairman for all of his
hard work on this bill.

In 1964, Congress enacted the Wilder-
ness Act that permanently protected
some of the most natural and undis-
turbed places in America. Today the
U.S. Forest Service preserves the nat-
ural and cultural resources and values
of the forest system, including those of
the Monongahela National Forest for
the enjoyment, education and inspira-
tion of this and future generations.

West Virginia’s wilderness is part of
our history and heritage, and it is
passed on as a legacy. This bipartisan
bill will protect approximately 38,000
acres of the Mon Forest in West Vir-
ginia through the designation of three
additional wilderness areas and expan-
sion of three existing Federal wilder-
ness areas including: Big Draft, Cran-
berry Expansion, Dolly Sods Expan-
sion, Dry Fork Expansion, Roaring
Plains West and Spice Run.

West Virginia’s national forest pro-
vides an excellent outdoor experience
with our State’s majestic mountains,
winding rivers and superb hunting,
camping, fishing, backpacking and
other activities. Protecting these addi-
tional acres of pristine forest will en-
sure that future generations will be
able to enjoy the natural beauty of our
home State of West Virginia.

Over the last several months I've en-
gaged in discussion with many of my
constituents, many whom are avid
hunters, anglers, mountain bikers and
outdoorsmen who have a unique and
vested interest in the impact of the
wilderness designation on their local
community. The people of this area are
well acquainted with wilderness, and
H.R. 5151 reflects their desire to pre-
serve their natural treasures, while
maintaining important flexibility for
the local residents.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is vitally im-
portant to guaranteeing that future
generations of Americans can experi-
ence the natural wonder and beauty of
West Virginia. I applaud Chairman RA-
HALL and his staff for all of their hard
work on this bill and all those in West
Virginia who have seen it come to this
point.

I encourage my colleagues to support
the legislation, and I encourage each of
them to experience firsthand the pris-
tine natural beauty of West Virginia
and the Mon National Forest.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time. But, in con-
clusion, I want to commend the staff of
our Natural Resources Committee as
well, Mr. Jim Zoia, who’s been with me
for numerous years and knows our peo-
ple in West Virginia, has been with this
legislation almost daily.

Rick Healy, our chief counsel. And I
wish as well to commend the ranking
minority member on my committee,
Mr. DON YOUNG, for his assistance and
willingness to work with us on this as
well, and today’s acting ranking mem-
ber, Mr. JIMMY DUNCAN, for his help on
this legislation.
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I have no further requests for time,
and I'll reserve, pending any further re-
quests that the ranking member has.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 5151 will designate portions of
the Monongahela National Forest in
West Virginia as wilderness, and it is
my understanding that Members of
Congress whose districts are affected
support the bill.

Although we should give considerable
deference to those who have been elect-
ed to represent the people in the area,
I do not necessarily agree that wilder-
ness designation is always the wisest
conservation decision we can make.
Wilderness designation is the most re-
strictive policy we can impose on an
area, and there are often far better,
more creative ways to conserve our for-
ests and other natural areas. In many
instances, it is a mistake to foreclose
active management options that can
improve fish and game habitat, in-
crease recreational access and lessen
the severity of wildfires. And to pro-
tect our economic well-being, provide
jobs for young people and protect our
national security, our country is going
to need continued access to the rich re-
sources our own public lands provide.

We now have over 100 million acres in
wilderness areas, and we keep adding
to that at a record level. And we are
very close to getting to the point
where that’s beginning to hurt us eco-
nomically at a time when we don’t
need more blows to our economy.

Nevertheless, I do wish the people of
West Virginia good luck living around
these wilderness areas, and I know that
they, like the people of my State, will
in the long run prove to be better
guardians of their mountains, rivers
and wildlife than bureaucrats in Wash-
ington.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. RAHALL. I yield back, Mr.
Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
RAHALL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5151, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

COFFMAN COVE ADMINISTRATIVE
SITE CONVEYANCE ACT OF 2008

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 831) to provide for the conveyance
of certain Forest Service land to the
city of Coffman Cove, Alaska, as
amended.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 831

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Coffman Cove
Administrative Site Conveyance Act of 2008”’.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) City.—The term ‘“City’’ means the city of
Coffman Cove, Alaska.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Agriculture.

SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to walid existing
rights, the Secretary shall convey to the City,
without consideration and by quitclaim deed all
right, title, and interest of the United States, ex-
cept as provided in subsections (c) and (d), in
and to the parcel of National Forest System
land described in subsection (b).

(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The parcel of National For-
est System land referred to in subsection (a) is
the approximately 12 acres of land identified in
U.S. Survey 10099, as depicted on the plat enti-
tled ‘“‘Subdivision of U.S. Survey No. 10099’ and
recorded as Plat 2003-1 on January 21, 2003, Pe-
tersburg Recording District, Alaska.

(2) EXCLUDED LAND.—The parcel of National
Forest System land conveyed under subsection
(a) does not include the portion of U.S. Survey
10099 that is north of the right-of-way for Forest
Development Road 3030-295 and southeast of
Tract CC-8.

(c) RIGHT-OF-WAY.—The United States may
reserve a right-of-way to provide access to the
National Forest System land excluded from the
conveyance to the City under subsection (b)(2).

(d) REVERSION.—If any portion of the land
conveyed under subsection (a) (other than a
portion of land sold under subsection (e)) ceases
to be used for public purposes, the land shall, at
the option of the Secretary, revert to the United
States.

(e) CONDITIONS ON SUBSEQUENT CONVEY-
ANCES.—If the City sells any portion of the land
conveyed to the City under subsection (a)—

(1) the amount of consideration for the sale
shall reflect fair market value, as determined by
an appraisal; and

(2) the City shall pay to the Secretary an
amount equal to the gross proceeds of the sale,
which shall be available, without further appro-
priation, for the Tongass National Forest.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) and the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-
CAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from West Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, the pend-
ing measure was introduced by the
ranking member of the Natural Re-
sources Committee, the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG).

The bill would direct the U.S. Forest
Service to convey a 12-acre administra-
tive site in the middle of Coffman
Cove, Alaska to that city.
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The land under discussion is in the
center of the town near a new ferry ter-
minal. This conveyance will help the
city’s efforts to diversify its economic
base.

Additionally, the location of the site
has been difficult for the Forest Serv-
ice to manage.

I support passage of H.R. 831.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 831 introduced by
our distinguished colleague, DON
YOUNG, conveys approximately 12 acres
of National Forest System land to the
City of Coffman Cove. The City of
Coffman Cove, Alaska, is a small com-
munity with about 200 residents that
developed around the Tongass National
Forest logging camp and work site.
The 12-acre Forest Service site is now
in the middle of town, and a new ferry
terminal is planned for an adjacent
parcel. The location of most of the For-
est Service site makes it difficult and
inefficient for the Forest Service to
manage and an obstacle to the future
development and design of the city’s
downtown. Conveyance of the Forest
Service site would benefit both the
Forest Service and the city in this re-
gard.

In short, this noncontroversial bill
simply conveys to Coffman Cove a
small parcel of Forest Service land for
which the Forest Service has no use. I
urge my colleagues to support the bill.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to thank Chairman RAHALL for scheduling
this noncontroversial bill for floor consideration
today.

H.R. 831 will provide for the conveyance of
approximately 12 acres of surplus Forest
Service land to the city of Coffman Cove,
Alaska. The 12-acre parcel sits in the middle
of town adjacent to the site of a new Inter-Is-
land Ferry Terminal that the city hopes to use
to help spur economic growth. In addition to
being an obstacle to the ferry terminal and any
new economic development in the city’s down-
town, the location of the parcel makes it dif-
ficult and inefficient for the Forest Service to
manage. As such, the conveyance provided
for in this bill would benefit both the city and
the Forest Service, and according to the Con-
gressional Budget Office, it will do so at little
or no cost to the taxpayer.

To give you some background, Mr. Speaker,
Coffman Cove is a small, isolated community
with about 200 residents that developed
around a Tongass National Forest logging
camp and work site. While the timber industry
and the jobs it once provided in the region
have largely disappeared, the community re-
mains, and opportunities for economic growth
and expansion are limited by the fact that it is
surrounded on all sides by the 17-million-acre
Tongass National Forest. | don’t expect to
change that anytime soon, but | think it is
more than reasonable to convey 12 acres of
surplus Federal land located within the com-
munity’s economic center.

Mr. Speaker, this bill provides a fair and
commonsense solution to a problem. The tiny
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parcel of land is of no use to the Forest Serv-
ice and it is an impediment to the growth and
economic well-being of an isolated community
surrounded by a National Forest larger than
the State of West Virginia. | urge my col-
leagues to vote “yes” on H.R. 831.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
RAHALL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 831, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———————

MORLEY NELSON SNAKE RIVER
BIRDS OF PREY NATIONAL CON-
SERVATION AREA ACT

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3734) to rename the Snake River
Birds of Prey National Conservation
Area in the State of Idaho as the Mor-
ley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey
National Conservation Area in honor of
the late Morley Nelson, an inter-
national authority on birds of prey,
who was instrumental in the establish-
ment of this National Conservation
Area, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3734

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Morley Nel-
son Snake River Birds of Prey National Con-
servation Area Act”.

SEC. 2. RENAMING OF SNAKE RIVER BIRDS OF
PREY NATIONAL CONSERVATION
AREA.

(a) RENAMING.—Public
amended—

(1) in section 2(2) (16 U.S.C. 460iii-1(2)), by
inserting ‘‘Morley Nelson” before ‘‘Snake
River Birds of Prey National Conservation
Area’’; and

(2) in section 3(a)(1) (16 U.S.C. 460iii—
2(a)(1)), by inserting ‘‘Morley Nelson’’ before
‘“‘Snake River Birds of Prey National Con-
servation Area’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the Snake
River Birds of Prey National Conservation
Area shall be deemed to be a reference to the
Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey Na-
tional Conservation Area.

(c) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Public Law
103-64 is further amended—

(1) in section 3(a)1) (16 U.S.C. 460iii—
2(a)(1)), by striking ‘‘(hereafter referred to as
the ‘conservation area’)’’; and

Law 103-64 is
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(2) in section 4 (16 U.S.C. 460iii-3)—

(A) in subsection (a)(2), by striking ‘‘Con-
servation Area’ and inserting ‘‘conservation
area’’; and

(B) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘Visitors
Center” and inserting ‘‘visitors center’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) and the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-
CAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from West Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, the pend-
ing measure introduced by our col-
league, MIKE SIMPSON, renames the
Snake River Birds of Prey National
Conservation Area in the State of
Idaho as the Morley Nelson Snake
River Birds of Prey National Conserva-
tion Area.

Morley Nelson was an ardent advo-
cate for birds of prey and was instru-
mental in establishing the Snake River
Birds of Prey National Conservation
Area. The National Conservation Area
includes approximately 500 acres and is
one of the densest known nesting popu-
lations of eagles, falcons, owls, hawks,
and other birds of prey in North Amer-
ica.

I do commend our colleague, MIKE
SIMPSON from Idaho, for his work on
the bill. I support the passage of H.R.
3734.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it’s appropriate that
the Snake River Birds of Prey National
Conservation Area be named after Mor-
ley Nelson. Morley Nelson dem-
onstrated how private voluntary wild-
life conservation efforts can be far
more effective than big Federal pro-
grams and showed that punitive laws,
like the Endangered Species Act, can
inhibit and interfere with more cre-
ative approaches.

He worked with Idaho Power to rede-
sign their towers and power lines so ea-
gles would not be electrocuted when
they landed on them. This not only
saved the eagles; it saved Idaho Power
the substantial cost of power disrup-
tions.

He worked with private falconers to
create a captive breeding and release
program that was so successful, the
peregrine falcon was one of the first
species taken off the endangered spe-
cies list. The Fish and Wildlife Service
has yet to achieve a comparable recov-
ery after more than 30 years.

I am pleased to see Morley Nelson
recognized for his great conservation
achievements.
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