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of Tortal, which serves as Meineke’s
online trading portal. The tireless ef-
forts of these individuals and the com-
mitment of their ex-offenders has
spawned an authentic modern day suc-
cess story.

————
REPUBLICAN ECONOMIC POLICIES

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, with
bleak news about the economy con-
tinuing to mount, it is no surprise that
25 percent of Americans say their eco-
nomic situation has not improved in
the last 5 years, and 31 percent say
they have fallen backward. These rep-
resent the highest numbers for the Pew
Research Center survey since the ques-
tion was first asked in 1964.

Economic uncertainty within the
middle class is a result of President
Bush’s economic policies. For 6 years,
Republicans have offered tax cuts to
the wealthy, refused to close corporate
tax loopholes, and even defended multi-
billion dollar tax subsidies for big oil
companies.

House Democrats reject an economic
policy that showers billions of dollars
on unnecessary tax breaks to corporate
interests and to millionaires, while
middle-class families are ignored. This
year’s Democratic budget makes mid-
dle class tax relief a priority by calling
for the extension of middle-income tax
cuts, such as the child tax credit and
marriage penalty relief.

Democrats have also been working
hard to close corporate tax loopholes
and end costly waste, fraud and abuse.
Madam Speaker, Democrats are fight-
ing to put the Tax Code back on the
side of the working family.

———

TAX DAY

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, yesterday millions of
Americans responsibly filed their taxes
with the IRS. At the same time, House
Democrats pushed legislation for the
largest tax increase in history.

While middle-income families are
balancing tight budgets and bracing for
an economic crunch, Congress is hast-
ily increasing taxes to keep up with
Federal spending.

Madam Speaker, we need to complete
an overhaul of the tax-and-spend sys-
tem in Washington. For taxpayers to
keep more of their hard-earned money,
the Kkey is to tighten government
spending overall now. Next, we need to
implement a tax system to revive and
stimulate the economy for the long
term. This involves offering permanent
tax relief for married couples, families
with children, small businesses, and
putting an end to the death tax.

Reforming the tax system through
tax relief will boost the economy, in-
crease revenues, and promote job
growth.
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American families are acting respon-
sibly with their money. We need to do
the same.

———————

CRISIS OF LEADERSHIP

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, once again this misguided
Democrat majority is looking to set a
record. But like their tally for broken
promises and historic tax increases,
this isn’t a record of which anyone
should be proud. No, Madam Speaker,
this Democrat leadership is overseeing
the record price of gasoline.

Today, the national average for gas
reached $3.44 a gallon, an all-time high.
The American people want to know
what Congress is going to do about it,
but a crisis of leadership in this Con-
gress continues to leave American fam-
ilies struggling to fill up their tank.

Under this leadership, the price at
the pump has shot up more than a dol-
lar a gallon in just 16 months. Now on
the campaign trail, they talked about a
commonsense plan to bring down gaso-
line prices. Yet instead of easing the
pain at the pump, this majority offers
only more gas taxes and less domestic
production, and the gas bill only rises.

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple demand relief, and their pleas are
being ignored. That is the definition of
leadership lacking.

——————

WELCOMING POPE BENEDICT XVI

(Mr. DENT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to welcome Pope Benedict to the
United States for his first visit since
becoming Pope in 2005. At this mo-
ment, the Pope is at the White House.
This historic visit is a significant mo-
ment in history for our country, and an
important opportunity for the 65 mil-
lion American Catholics across the
country to build a stronger rapport
with their spiritual leader.

For one of my constituents, my
friend and neighbor, Dr. Brennan Pur-
sell, the Pontiff’s visit is particularly
special. Although Dr. Pursell has never
met the Pope, he shares an intimate
connection with him.

Dr. Pursell, a professor of history at
DeSales University in the Lehigh Val-
ley of Pennsylvania, has spent the past
3 years researching and writing about
the upbringing, development, and moti-
vations of Joseph Ratzinger, the man
we know today as Pope Benedict.

Dr. Pursell’s book, ‘“‘Benedict of Ba-
varia, An Intimate Portrait of the Pope
and his Homeland,”’ tells the story of a
gifted intellectual and spiritual man
who has been shaped by the rich tradi-
tions of Bavarian culture and deep de-
votion to the Catholic faith.

The portrait that Dr. Pursell paints
in his book will help us all understand
more about who the Pope is and what
informs his perspectives.

April 16, 2008

I commend my constituents, Dr. Pur-
sell; his wife, Irmgard, who is a Ger-
man national; their son, Benedict; and
daughter, Elena, for their dedication
and for Brennan’s significant contribu-
tion to history and the Catholic faith
in capturing the story of Benedict of
Bavaria.

I join with my constituents in warm-
ly welcoming the Pope to our great
country. I encourage everybody to take
a look at this wonderful work ‘‘Bene-
dict of Bavaria’” by Dr. Brennan Pur-
sell, my good friend and neighbor.

———

SANCTUARY CITIES SHOULD LOSE
FEDERAL FUNDING

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, American taxpayers ought
not be footing the bill for sanctuary
cities to serve as safe havens for illegal
immigrants, especially hardened crimi-
nals.

Sanctuary cities do not allow money
or resources to be used to enforce Fed-
eral immigration laws. Police or other
employees cannot inquire about immi-
gration status. An example is San
Francisco as a sanctuary city.

I support the CLEAR Act authored
by MARSHA BLACKBURN. The act would
empower local law enforcement agen-
cies in the fight against illegal immi-
gration. Under her bill, sanctuary cit-
ies would lose Federal crime funding
unless local governments rescind the
policies that prohibit local law enforce-
ment from working with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Illegal immigrants know they are
safe from deportation. If these cities
refuse to enforce the law, especially
when it comes to criminals, it ought to
cost them.

This is a first step, and I urge the
House to move forward with this legis-
lation. Americans deserve our full sup-
port.

———

H-2B IS A SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, H-2B
is a legal, temporary worker program
that has been very successful in pro-
viding our Nation’s small businesses
with the workforce they need during
peak business seasons. However, an im-
portant provision expired last Sep-
tember.

Many in Congress have acted in sup-
port of legislation that would have
fixed this escalating problem. Bills,
amendments, and discharge petitions
have been introduced as early as last
March; yet, no action.

Yesterday, the House passed an ex-
tension of the Religious Worker Visa
Program while many of our Nation’s
small and seasonal businesses are still
struggling to find workers, and Con-
gress has responded with nothing but a
hearing.
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That hearing is today, Madam Speak-
er, nearly 7 months after the H-2B ex-
emption expired. I can only hope that
this Congress will give our small busi-
nesses a legal solution to their work-
force needs.

———
J 1030

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF FARM
PROGRAMS

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota.
Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 5813) to
amend Public Law 110-196 to provide
for a temporary extension of programs
authorized by the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2008 beyond
April 18, 2008.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5813

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY EXTEN-
SION OF AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS
AND SUSPENSION OF PERMANENT
PRICE SUPPORT AUTHORITIES.

Effective as of April 18, 2008, section 1 of
Public Law 110-196 (122 Stat. 653) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall carry out the au-
thorities, until April 18, 2008’ and inserting
‘“‘the authorities shall be carried out, until
April 25, 2008’; and

(2) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘April 18,
2008’ and inserting ‘‘April 25, 2008°°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 5813, a
bill to temporarily extend the current
farm programs until April 25, 2008.

Madam Speaker, since the House con-
ferees were appointed last week, the
conference committee has been meet-
ing to try to work out the remaining
unresolved issues between the House
and Senate version of the farm bill. I'm
pleased to report that on the core farm
bill issues we have reached agreement,
and there are only a few Member-level
issues that must be resolved.

I want to take this moment right
now to thank Chairman RANGEL, who
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has devoted a great deal of his time
and his staff’s time to helping us to
come to resolution with the Senate
about how to fund the additional $10
billion of new spending for farm bill
priorities. Without his leadership and
that of Speaker PELOSI and the leaders
on the Republican side, we would not
be so close to finalizing this bill.

The farm bill maintains and
strengthens the safety net that helps
farmers and ranchers stay productive
and competitive. It also includes im-
portant new investments including $9.5
billion for nutrition programs that are
even more important today as food
prices continue to climb. It contains $4
billion for conservation programs that
will help protect our land, even as crop
reduction soars; $1.2 billion for renew-
able energy programs that will help us
address the rising cost of gasoline and
help us get independent of foreign oil;
and $1.3 billion for new initiatives and
programs to support fruit and vege-
table producers, including new pro-
grams to help socially disadvantaged
and beginning farmers and ranchers.

All these important investments will
be lost if we don’t have time to finish
this conference. This short extension
will allow us to finish our work and
bring back to the House a conference
report that meets the needs of all of
American agriculture and the con-
sumers.

Madam Speaker, I'm pleased to re-
port that I've been in conversations
with Chairman RANGEL and others that
have been involved in the effort to
identify the offsets, and can report
that they have made significant
progress, that we have been able to, ap-
parently, convince the Senate to jet-
tison the extraneous items, and so now
we’re talking about $10 billion instead
of $12.5 billion, which is a major accom-
plishment and victory, and we are get-
ting very close to being able to resolve
the differences in the offsets because,
where we’ve been at is the House has
put out one set of offsets and the Sen-
ate has put out another, and we’re try-
ing to reconcile that.

I also, last night, had discussions
with the Secretary of Agriculture, Mr.
GOODLATTE and others, asking that the
Secretary and the White House be
brought into this negotiation to help
us finish up. And from what I can tell,
there appears to be an effort to get
that engaged. So I think we’re very
close to having this offset issue re-
solved, hopefully, in a way that will
have the bipartisan support in this
body, as well as in the other body, and
also hopefully have the support, at the
end of the day, of the White House.

And that is what Mr. GOODLATTE and
I have been struggling to accomplish
since last July. We've made a lot of
progress. We’re not there yet, but we
feel we’ve made huge progress in the
last few days, enough to warrant an-
other 1-week extension of the farm bill
so that we can finish up our work.

I want to commend Congressman
GOODLATTE for his outstanding leader-
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ship in this effort, his outstanding
leadership when he was chairman of
the committee last session, and getting
this farm bill process started. And I
can tell you that, without a doubt, that
we would not be at this point without
him being willing to work with us and
help us make some tough decisions to
get to where we are. So I just appre-
ciate very much he and his staff and
the leadership that they’ve shown be-
cause, over in the House, what we’re
trying to do here is not only have a bill
that we can be proud of, but also have
a bill we can pass. And I think we’re
heading in that direction.

Madam Speaker, I urge passage of
the bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
the temporary farm bill extension that
will extend some provisions of the 2002
farm bill just a little while longer so
that we may complete the work on this
farm bill. I believe we’ve made good
progress on coming to agreement on
the funding which has been the biggest
obstacle preventing any real movement
on the completion of a farm bill to this
point. While we’re not there yet, I do
believe we are getting close.

The House and Senate conferees have
been meeting every day this week, and
we intend to continue our work
throughout the rest of the week. We
are committed to putting together a
reform-minded bill that we can bring
before this body soon and earn the sup-
port of our Members here and in the
other chamber, and then go on to the
President for his approval.

We all recognize the need for a new
farm bill. This process has already been
delayed enough, and while it is a long
time coming, we shouldn’t halt the mo-
mentum that is finally getting this
process moving to a positive direction.

I urge my colleagues to support this
farm bill extension to give us a little
more time to work out the rest of the
funding issues and wrap up the policy
differences so that we can produce a
good farm bill.

I want to thank the chairman of the
committee, Mr. PETERSON, for his kind
words, and say that there is no doubt
that no one, in this body or the other,
I’'ll take the chance of saying that, has
worked harder or longer in order to try
to get to this point than Chairman PE-
TERSON has. He has spoken to innumer-
able people in order to try to bring
about the kind of consensus it takes to
get here. He has been down many dif-
ferent avenues, and if one doesn’t
work, he comes back, starts over again
and tries a different approach. And his
persistence and his attention to the de-
tails in this farm bill and his knowl-
edge of the wide range of issues that
comprise the farm bill has enabled us
to negotiate effectively with the Sen-
ate to negotiate effectively with Mem-
bers in this body who have legitimate
concerns that need to be addressed in
the farm bill.
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