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regulations. However, I want to make 
clear that, while I support the com-
mittee establishing its authority to de-
termine the House’s pay date, I do not 
necessarily support alteration of the 
current House pay schedule at this 
time. 

Along with the obvious administra-
tive challenges that would impact the 
CAO, there are a number of cultural 
implications within the House popu-
lation that must be addressed prior to 
making such a change. 

Many employees pay their mort-
gages, utility bills, and other financial 
obligations in concert with a monthly 
pay schedule. To change a system that 
has been in place for such an extended 
period of time will have a pervasive im-
pact and must be considered and com-
municated thoroughly before it is in-
stituted. 

This bill is the first step on a very 
long road, and it should be followed by 
hearings and surveys to allow House 
employees to express their opinions. 

However, I fully support the efforts 
of Chairman BRADY to ensure that the 
committee take a decisive role in de-
termining whether or not changes to 
the House pay schedule are made. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BRADY) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5493. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HOUSE EXERCISE FACILITY 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
1068) permitting active duty members 
of the Armed Forces who are assigned 
to a Congressional liaison office of the 
Department of Defense at the House of 
Representatives to obtain membership 
in the exercise facility established for 
employees of the House of Representa-
tives, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1068 
Resolved, That any active duty member of 

the Armed Forces who is assigned to a Con-
gressional liaison office of the Armed Forces 
at the House of Representatives may obtain 
membership in the exercise facility estab-
lished for employees of the House of Rep-
resentatives (as described in section 103(a) of 
the Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 
2005) in the same manner as an employee of 
the House of Representatives, in accordance 
with such regulations as the Committee on 
House Administration may promulgate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks on this 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 1068 responds to 
a specific request from the liaisons who 
serve in each branch of the military 
and assist us daily in the House of Rep-
resentatives. They have just a simple 
favor to ask that they be allowed to 
use the House staff gym since they 
work here far away from the ordinary 
military fitness facilities. 

In order to ensure that the military 
liaisons can maintain the physical fit-
ness and readiness while they serve in 
the House, this resolution will allow 
them to use the House staff gym. The 
committee will adopt regulations for 
the use of this facility. 

We anticipate that the Armed Forces 
personnel who use the facility would do 
so consistently with military policy 
and, to the extent possible, during off- 
peak hours. 

Again, I would like to thank my 
friend and colleague, the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS), for co-
sponsoring this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 1068, which would permit mili-
tary liaisons who are assigned to offi-
cial duty within the House of Rep-
resentatives to join the House Staff 
Fitness Center. The center has been a 
welcome benefit to many House em-
ployees since it opened in December of 
2005. Located in the southwest corner 
of the Rayburn building, the fitness 
center covers 11,000 square feet in 
which gym members can take advan-
tage of health screenings and fitness 
assessments, take part in health 
wellness workshops and seminars, and 
receive individualized exercise pro-
grams, in addition to using the state- 
of-the-art exercise equipment. 

While membership in the House Staff 
Fitness Center will prove a convenient 
and useful operation to those military 
personnel who work in the House cam-
pus, I think it’s also important to rec-
ognize that these gentlemen and 
women are part of the military. They 
must remain in shape because they 
may be called into active duty at any 
time. 

And so I believe this is a good bill, 
and I thank Chairman BRADY for his 
work on the bill. 

I yield back my time. 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BRADY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1068, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A resolution permitting active duty 
members of the Armed Forces who are 
assigned to a Congressional liaison of-
fice of the Armed Forces at the House 
of Representatives to obtain member-
ship in the exercise facility established 
for employees of the House of Rep-
resentatives.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE 
ROTUNDA OF THE CAPITOL FOR 
THE PRESENTATION OF THE 
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
TO MICHAEL ELLIS DEBAKEY, 
M.D. 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
discharge the Committee on House Ad-
ministration from further consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 71 and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
concurrent resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, reserving 
the right to object, I will not object, 
but I would like to make a few com-
ments. 

I am proud to support S. Con. Res. 71, 
which authorizes the use of the Ro-
tunda of the Capitol for a ceremony to 
award the Congressional Gold Medal to 
Dr. Michael Ellis DeBakey. 

A pioneer in the field of cardio-
vascular surgery, Dr. DeBakey became 
chairman of the Department of Sur-
gery at Baylor University College of 
Medicine in 1948. Over the last half cen-
tury, he has created a number of med-
ical devices, techniques, and proce-
dures that have saved countless lives. 
He is perhaps best known for his pio-
neering efforts in cardiovascular sur-
gery, as he was one of the first physi-
cians to ever perform coronary bypass 
surgery. 

Additionally, Michael DeBakey is 
credited with developing the concept 
for the Mobile Army Surgical Hospital, 
or M.A.S.H., units which were used in 
the Vietnam and Korean War to treat 
injured soldiers, saving even more 
lives. 

An adviser to nearly every President 
for the past 50 years, Dr. DeBakey has 
served the public through his vast 
knowledge on a variety of medical 
issues. He has published more than 
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1,300 medical articles and has per-
formed over 60,000 cardiovascular pro-
cedures. He is a beloved educator, so 
much so that in 1976, his students 
across the globe worked together to es-
tablish the Michael E. DeBakey Inter-
national Surgical Society in his honor. 

Dr. DeBakey has received numerous 
awards for his work, including the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1969 
and the National Medal of Science, 
which was awarded to him by the late 
President Ronald Reagan in 1987. 

I am extremely pleased that this bill 
will enable us to bestow another honor 
upon Dr. DeBakey as he receives the 
Congressional Gold Medal in the Ro-
tunda of the United States Capitol. 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, would the gentleman yield? 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, the concurrent resolution 
provides for the use of the Capitol Ro-
tunda to award the Congressional Gold 
Medal, and I support the resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Michael DeBakey is 
a pioneer in the field of heart surgery 
and research. Dr. DeBakey honed his 
skills as an Army doctor during World 
War II. While chairman of the Depart-
ment of Surgery at the Baylor College 
of Medicine, Dr. DeBakey performed 
the first heart bypass surgery. He has 
saved countless lives. 

Dr. DeBakey has received a Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom and the Na-
tional Medal of Science, as well as 
awards from the American Medical As-
sociation, the American Heart Associa-
tion, and the Academy of Surgical Re-
search. 

We are honored to authorize the use 
of the Capitol Rotunda to present Dr. 
DeBakey with the Congressional Gold 
Medal, and again, I thank the gen-
tleman from Michigan for his support. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I with-
draw my reservation of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the Senate concurrent 

resolution is as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 71 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF THE ROTUNDA OF 

THE CAPITOL FOR THE PRESENTATION 
OF THE CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 
The rotunda of the United States Capitol is 

authorized to be used on April 23, 2008, for 
the presentation of the Congressional Gold 
Medal to Michael Ellis DeBakey, M.D. Phys-
ical preparations for the conduct of the cere-
mony shall be carried out in accordance with 
such conditions as may be prescribed by the 
Architect of the Capitol. 

The Senate concurrent resolution 
was concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks in the 
RECORD on the concurrent resolution 
just considered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
f 

b 1500 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5719, TAXPAYER ASSIST-
ANCE AND SIMPLIFICATION ACT 
OF 2008 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 1102 and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1102 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 5719) to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to conform re-
turn preparer penalty standards, delay im-
plementation of withholding taxes on gov-
ernment contractors, enhance taxpayer pro-
tections, assist low-income taxpayers, and 
for other purposes. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived 
except those arising under clause 9 or 10 of 
rule XXI. The amendment in the nature of a 
substitute recommended by the Committee 
on Ways and Means now printed in the bill 
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as 
amended, shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions of the bill, 
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, to final passage without in-
tervening motion except: (1) one hour of de-
bate equally divided and controlled by the 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Ways and Means; and (2) 
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 5719 
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding 
the operation of the previous question, the 
Chair may postpone further consideration of 
the bill to such time as may be designated by 
the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Ohio is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Ms. SUTTON. For the purpose of de-
bate only, I yield the customary 30 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. SESSIONS). All time yielded during 
consideration of the rule is for debate 
only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous materials into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SUTTON. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 1102 provides for 

consideration of H.R. 5719, the Tax-
payer Assistance and Simplification 
Act of 2008, under a closed rule. The 

rule provides for 1 hour of debate on 
the bill controlled by the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

Mr. Speaker, today, April 15, is Tax 
Day, which has long been a source of 
stress and anxiety for many working 
families. However, today we will bring 
good news. We will consider legislation 
that will alleviate many of the tax-re-
lated difficulties Americans face today 
and throughout the year. This legisla-
tion will streamline the tax filing proc-
ess for individuals and businesses as 
well as improve IRS customer service 
and strengthen privacy protections. 

The Taxpayer Assistance and Sim-
plification Act is also fully paid for by 
ensuring funds from tax-advantaged 
health savings accounts will be used 
for qualified health care expenses, and 
by temporarily delaying a withholding 
requirement on government payments 
to contractors. 

It also contains provisions to 
strengthen the integrity of the Tax 
Code, making it simpler and fairer for 
all Americans. It eliminates incentives 
for U.S. companies to outsource work 
by ensuring they cannot escape paying 
employment taxes on government 
workers. 

In addition, this legislation will also 
prevent thousands of elderly and dis-
abled individuals from owing employ-
ment taxes for in-home care workers 
provided through State and local gov-
ernment programs. 

This legislation also improves IRS 
service and outreach to low-income 
taxpayers in several ways. First, it al-
lows IRS employees to refer taxpayers 
requiring assistance with tax cases to 
qualified low-income taxpayer clinics. 
It also requires that the IRS notify 
taxpayers of their potential eligibility 
for the Earned Income Tax Credit, 
which has been the largest need-based, 
anti-poverty program in the United 
States, lifting millions of Americans 
out of poverty every single year. 

GAO estimates that in 2004, Ameri-
cans failed to claim $8 billion in earned 
income tax credits, hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in my home State of 
Ohio alone. These credits have the po-
tential to help strengthen families and 
their financial security while also ben-
efiting our communities at large by 
stimulating local economic develop-
ment and job growth. And in order to 
ensure that eligible families can con-
tinue to take advantage of the earned 
income tax credit, this legislation au-
thorizes an annual $10 million grant to 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance, or 
VITA, programs. VITA provides free 
assistance to qualified low-income tax-
payers, thanks to these grants as well 
as the assistance of dedicated volun-
teers across the country. 

The availability of these valuable 
services makes it unnecessary for 
working families to turn to high-cost 
tax preparers and unscrupulous organi-
zations engaging in predatory practices 
like offering what is called ‘‘Refund 
Anticipation Loans.’’ 

The Taxpayer Assistance and Sim-
plification Act also includes several 
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