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The victims’ right movement has
come a long way. The days when a vic-
tim was just a mere witness in the
courthouse are not far gone.

While we are always sure to safe-
guard the rights of defendants, our jus-
tice system must also safeguard the
rights of victims of crime.

The victims’ rights movement dates
all the way back to 19656 when the first
crime victim compensation program
was started in the State of California.
Five States enacted similar legislation
by 1970, and then we saw that organiza-
tion, what we call the MADD mothers,
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, come
into being to advocate on behalf of vic-
tims of crime who had been hurt by
those people who drink and drive.

In 1975, activists across the country
united and formed the National Organi-
zation for Victim Assistance to expand
victim services and promote the rights
of victims.

In 1978, three more important organi-
zations started: the National Coalition
Against Sexual Assault, the National
Coalition Against Domestic Violence,
and a group of somber individuals
called Parents of Murdered Children,
all of them advocating on behalf of
crime victims.

President Reagan in 1981 proclaimed
the first National Victims’® Rights
Week in April, and that was also the
year that 6-year-old Adam Walsh was
abducted from a department store and
later murdered, prompting a national
campaign to educate the public on
missing children and to pass better leg-
islation—Federal legislation, to pro-
tect our greatest natural resource, the
young that live among us.

In 1982, the Federal Government cre-
ated the Office for Victims of Crime, or
OVC, within the Department of Jus-
tice, a tremendous organization that
sees after the victims of crime in our
country.

Then, in 1984, the Congress passed the
Victims of Crime Act, what we call
VOCA, one of the most novel concepts
that Congress has ever adopted. What
it does is require that people convicted
in Federal courts, those defendants,
once they are convicted, they pay mon-
eys into a fund, and that fund is used
to help crime victims throughout the
United States. It is a tremendous idea,
making defendants pay for the system
they have created, pay the rent on a
courthouse as I like to call it. And
today, Madam Speaker, that fund is
over $1.7 billion, contributed not by
taxpayers but by offenders, that goes
for the specific purpose of helping vic-
tims, helping victims’ organizations
like rape centers, domestic violence
shelters, and victim advocates that
help victims throughout the turmoil of
being a crime victim.

In 2005, my first year in Congress, I
was honored to form the Victims’
Rights Caucus with the gentleman
from California (Mr. COSTA), who was a
long-time victims’® advocate in the
State of California before he ever came
to Congress. And this bipartisan, but
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yvet nonpartisan, caucus now has 44
members, and we do everything we can
to raise the awareness of crime victims
here in the Federal Government.

In 2006, 25 years after Adam Walsh’s
murder that I just mentioned earlier,
President Bush signed the Adam Walsh
Child Protection and Safety Act, which
requires sex offenders and child molest-
ers, once they leave the Federal peni-
tentiary or State penitentiaries, to
register on the national database so
that we keep up with those people who
wish to prey on our communities.

Madam Speaker, crime victims don’t
have a lobbyist up here in Washington.
They don’t have some high-dollar lob-
byist to work for them and advocate on
their behalf. But we are their lobbyists.
We advocate on behalf of all crime vic-
tims because that’s what we do here in
Congress, to take and protect the best
that we have among us, and that’s
crime victims.

I urge community leaders and organi-
zations to celebrate how far the vic-
tims’ rights movement has come but
also to continue to recognize the im-
portance of crime victims that live
among us because, Madam Speaker,
justice is the one thing we should al-
ways find, and hopefully crime victims
can find justice at the courthouse in
our day and time.

And that’s just the way it is.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California.
Madam Speaker, I wonder if the gen-
tleman from Ohio has additional
speakers.

Mr. CHABOT. We have no additional
speakers, and we would be happy to
yield back our time.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California.
Madam Speaker, I would urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution. It’s
bipartisan. It’s important.

I just recalled, as I was listening to
both Mr. PoE and Mr. COoSTA taking the
lead and I thank them both for that,
my more than 10 years on the Victim
Witness Assistance Board, when I was
in local government, and the tremen-
dous need there is for people who have
been victims and then who are also
witnesses to receive the assistance
from society that they need so much.

So I appreciate the efforts of both
gentlemen and our colleagues who are
in this caucus and urge support.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ZOE LOFGREN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 1053.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
COMMEMORATING THE ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FAIR HOUSING
ACT

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
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the resolution (H. Res. 1095) recog-
nizing and honoring the 40th anniver-
sary of congressional passage of title
VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (the
Fair Housing Act) and the 20th anni-
versary of the Fair Housing Amend-
ments Act of 1988.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1095

Whereas April 11, 2008, marks the 40th an-
niversary of congressional passage of the
Fair Housing Act;

Whereas September 13, 2008, marks the 20th
anniversary of congressional passage of the
Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988;

Whereas the Chicago Freedom Movement,
led by the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther
King, Jr., expanded the fight for civil rights
from the South to the North, raised the na-
tional consciousness about housing discrimi-
nation, and shaped the debate that led to the
landmark fair housing legislation, the Fair
Housing Act;

Whereas the National Advisory Commis-
sion on Civil Disorders, appointed by Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson and commonly
known as the Kerner Commission, found in
1968 that ‘‘[o]Jur nation is moving toward two
societies, one black and one white—separate
and unequal’’;

Whereas Congress passed the Fair Housing
Act as part of the Civil Rights Act of 1968,
and President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the
Act into law on April 11, 1968, one week after
the assassination of the Reverend Doctor
Martin Luther King, Jr.;

Whereas the Fair Housing Act prohibits
discrimination in housing and housing-re-
lated transactions on the basis of race, color,
national origin, and religion;

Whereas in section 808 of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, Con-
gress amended the Fair Housing Act to in-
clude protection on the basis of sex;

Whereas the Fair Housing Amendments
Act of 1988, passed by overwhelming margins
in Congress, included protection on the basis
of familial status and disability, created an
important enforcement mechanism, and ex-
panded the definition of ‘‘discriminatory
housing practices” to include interference
and intimidation, requiring the Department
of Housing and Urban Development to issue
regulations to implement and interpret the
Fair Housing Act and report annually to
Congress on the nature and extent of housing
discrimination;

Whereas the intent of Congress in passing
the Fair Housing Act was broad and inclu-
sive, to advance equal opportunity in hous-
ing and achieve racial integration for the
benefit of all people in the United States;

Whereas housing integration affects edu-
cational attainment, employment opportuni-
ties, access to health care, and home equity;

Whereas the majority of Americans sup-
port neighborhood integration, and numer-
ous studies have shown the universal bene-
fits of residential integration;

Whereas more than 4,000,000 violations of
fair housing laws still occur each year
against people of all protected classes, and
testing of the enforcement of fair housing
laws continues to uncover a high rate of dis-
crimination in the rental, sales, mortgage
lending, and insurance markets;

Whereas less than 1 percent of violations of
fair housing laws are reported each year;

Whereas fair housing centers funded by
Fair Housing Initiatives Program (FHIP) are
the frontline in the effort to resolve housing
discrimination;
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Whereas in 2006, approximately 27,000 hous-
ing discrimination complaints were filed, of
which 18,000 complaints were resolved by fair
housing centers;

Whereas the Fair Housing Assistance Pro-
gram (FHAP) funds fair housing grants an-
nually on a non-competitive basis to State
and local fair housing enforcement agencies
which are used for complaint processing, ad-
ministrative costs, special enforcement ef-
forts, training and other projects designed to
enhance the agency’s administration and en-
forcement of its fair housing law;

Whereas fair housing education and en-
forcement play a pivotal role in increasing
housing choice and minority homeownership
and combating predatory lending; and

Whereas the Fair Housing Act is an essen-
tial component of our Nation’s civil rights
legislation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes and honors the 40th anniver-
sary of the enactment of the Fair Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.) and the 20th anni-
versary of the enactment of the Fair Housing
Amendments Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-430;
102 Stat. 1619);

(2) supports activities to recognize and cel-
ebrate the important historical milestones
represented by the anniversaries of the en-
actment of the Fair Housing Act and the en-
actment of the Fair Housing Amendments
Act of 1988; and

(3) encourages all people and levels of gov-
ernment to rededicate themselves to the en-
forcement and the ideals of fair housing
laws.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

House Resolution 1095 recognizes the
40th anniversary of the Fair Housing
Act, enacted as Title VIII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968.

On April 11, 1968, days after the assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., President Lyndon Johnson signed
into law the Fair Housing Act, which
prohibits discrimination in housing
based on race, color, religion or na-
tional origin. Twenty years later
today, the law was expanded by the
Fair Housing Amendments Act to in-
clude protections against discrimina-
tion based also on sexual orientation,
familial status, and disability.

Many may not recall Dr. King’s advo-
cacy for fair housing, but he recognized
the tremendous costs our society pays
if patterns of segregated living con-
tinues, as it has.

While there is no question that the
Fair Housing Act has become a power-
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ful tool for advancing civil rights,
there is much more to be done. For in-
stance, most Americans still live in
communities largely divided by race,
according to the National Fair Housing
Alliance.

An estimated 3.7 million people are
discriminated against in housing trans-
actions every single year. This number
doesn’t even include instances of dis-
crimination against persons with dis-
abilities, nor does it reflect discrimina-
tory lending in insurance practices,
planning and zoning, or other forms of
profiling. We have so much more to do.

Enforcement is a key area where we
need further improvement. For exam-
ple, while 27,000 complaints of housing
discrimination were filed with the Fed-
eral Government last year, Housing
and Urban Development issued 31
charges, and the Justice Department
filed 35 cases.

Landlords, real estate agents, lend-
ers, insurance agents, and others know
they face limited risk of prosecution
for discrimination. Even those who are
prosecuted often pay such a minor pen-
alty that discrimination today be-
comes just another cost of doing busi-
ness. It’s no surprise that housing pro-
viders continue to discriminate and
communities across our Nation sadly
remain highly segregated.

The most recent manifestation of dis-
crimination in housing is the current
sub-prime foreclosure crisis, which pre-
sents some of the greatest fair housing
and civil rights issues facing our Na-
tion today. Fueled by reverse red-lin-
ing practices, the sub-prime fore-
closure crisis is now causing extreme
havoc for minority owners who were
targeted for predatory home loans that
stripped away their home equity and
put their houses at risk of foreclosure.
It’s also affected financing markets all
over the world.

If left unchecked, the foreclosure cri-
sis threatens to wipe out many of the
advances the country has made in the
40 years since the passage of the Fair
Housing Act.

To be an effective tool in our fight
against discrimination, the Fair Hous-
ing Act must be enforced, and we need
to augment it with tough anti-preda-
tory lending legislation, which is what
I intend to do.

We should also enact legislation per-
mitting bankruptcy judges to restruc-
ture home mortgages so deserving fam-
ilies can save their homes from fore-
closure and, thereby, stem falling hous-
ing prices in communities all across
our Nation.

After centuries of discrimination and
denied opportunities, enactment of the
Fair Housing Act 40 years ago marked
a milestone in our Nation’s efforts to
achieve equal housing opportunities.

And so today, we celebrate the Fair
Housing Act’s 40th anniversary with, I
hope, a renewed commitment to
achieving and furthering its goals by
supporting this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.
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Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support of H. Res. 1095, a res-
olution commemorating the 40th anni-
versary of the passage of the Fair
Housing Act.

On April 4, 2008, just 11 days ago, this
Nation joined together to pay tribute
to the 40th anniversary of the assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and recognize his contributions to
this Nation.
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Thus, it’s only fitting that we recog-
nize one aspect of Dr. King’s legacy,
passage of the Fair Housing Act, which
was signed into law by President Lyn-
don Johnson on April 11, 1968, just one
week after Dr. King’s tragic assassina-
tion.

The act, which prohibits discrimina-
tion in the sale, rental and financing of
housing based on race, religion, na-
tional origin, sex, and later handicap
and family status, was another tool to
give meaning to the rights and protec-
tions afforded to all citizens by the
Constitution.

Passage of the Fair Housing Act was
a fitting memorial to Dr. King, as his
name was closely associated with fair
housing legislation since the 1966 ‘‘open
housing’ marches in Chicago.

At the same time, Senator Edward
Brooke, the first African American
ever to be elected to the Senate by pop-
ular vote, helped facilitate this Act’s
passage by describing his difficulties
finding housing for his new family fol-
lowing his service in World War II.

The first official appointed to admin-
ister the act was former Governor
George Romney. Secretary Romney as-
sumed his position of Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development after
serving as Governor of Michigan, where
he successfully campaigned for the
ratification of a State constitutional
amendment that prohibited discrimi-
nation in housing.

Since its enactment, the Fair Hous-
ing Act has prevented both countless
instances of specific discrimination as
well as broader patterns or practices of
discrimination in housing programs. In
addition, the act serves to punish those
who attempt to disguise their discrimi-
natory motives by giving false infor-
mation to potential homebuyers, or by
manipulating zoning codes. It prohibits
sexual harassment in housing, and en-
ables the disabled to more easily as-
similate into our communities.

Madam Speaker, I would be remiss if
I didn’t also commend and recognize
the chairman of the Judiciary, Mr.
CONYERS, both for his remarks, and
also working with myself in a bipar-
tisan manner on the issue that he
raised about those that find themselves
at risk of having their homes fore-
closed upon. And I agree with him that
we ought to give the bankruptcy judges
additional powers to modify those par-
ticular agreements so that they can
have a better chance of retaining their
homes. That certainly would move for-
ward those that find themselves at risk
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of losing their own homes. Again, I
want to thank the chairman of the
committee for working with us in a bi-
partisan manner on that issue.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this resolution today, and
in celebrating the 40th anniversary of
passage of the Fair Housing Act.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
thank my colleague from Ohio (Mr.
CHABOT), the ranking member, for his
great work on the matter.

And now I recognize the Reverend AL
GREEN of Texas, the author of this
idea, for 4 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. However, the promotion
I cannot claim. I’'m still a lowly Mem-
ber of the House of Representatives,
not yet made it to that lofty level of
being a reverend, but you are very
kind. And I thank you for the many
years of work that you have dedicated
to this very issue that we have on the
floor today. In fact, it can be said that
your great work has caused us to have
this opportunity to be here today.

I also would like to thank the rank-
ing member, LAMAR SMITH, for his
work in helping us to bring this to the
floor, and the manager of the time,
Member STEVE CHABOT, for your serv-
ices that you’ve rendered as well. And
I appreciate especially the comments
that you’ve made today.

In celebrating or commemorating or
recognizing the 40th anniversary of the
Fair Housing Act of 1968, we are, in
truth, recognizing the efforts of Dr.
Martin Luther King because it was Dr.
Martin Luther King who went to Mem-
phis some 40 years ago to help what we
call sanitation workers today, but back
then we called them garbage men.

Dr. King had a basic premise of try-
ing to help somebody. And to him,
these persons, although known as gar-
bage men, they were somebody. And he
went there to help them in their efforts
to obtain equal justice. And while
there, the unfortunate circumstance
occurred, and we lost Dr. King pre-
maturely. But I do believe that he did
not live in vain.

There is a spiritual song styled, “If I
can help somebody as I travel along, if
I can help someone with a word or a
song, if I can help someone from doing
wrong, then my living shall not be in
vain.” Dr. King lived not in vain be-
cause this act, the Fair Housing Act,
was passed after his demise. There are
some historians who contend that it
was his demise, in fact, that created
the opportunity for it to pass as timely
as it did.

And I am honored that Dr. King took
up the cause of the lowly garbage men.
However, 40 years later, there is still
great work to be done, as has been indi-
cated by the chairman, because 40
years later there are approximately
four million acts of housing discrimi-
nation each year in this country. Forty
years later, approximately 27,000 acts
of housing discrimination and com-
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plaints are filed annually. Forty years
later, 13 fair housing groups have
closed their doors due to a lack of fund-
ing. Forty years later, 26 fair housing
centers, or one-quarter of all fair hous-
ing centers, have either closed their
doors or are at risk of closing their
doors due to a lack of funding.

Forty years later, 87 percent of Afri-
can Americans, Latinos and Asian
Americans meet with real estate
agents and experience some form of
steering. Steering occurs when the
agent will send a person of one eth-
nicity to an area where persons of this
ethnicity may be residing, whites to
white neighborhoods, blacks to black
neighborhoods, or neighborhoods that
are going into some form of transition.
Forty years later, 20 percent of the Af-
rican Americans and Latinos trying to
buy or rent homes have their cause ig-
nored.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired.

Mr. CONYERS. I yield the gentleman
1 additional minute.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Less than 1
percent of housing discrimination acts
are reported 40 years later.

So we need to do something to
change this. We need to fully fund the
fair housing programs. FHIP, the Fair
Housing Initiative Program, should be
fully funded to about $562 million.

This program allows us to do what is
known as testing, the means by which
we acquired the empirical evidence
that housing discrimination has actu-
ally occurred. There is no substitute
for FHIP and the testing that takes
place.

But also there is a piece of legisla-
tion, the Fair Housing Act of 2007, or
H.R. 2926, which will give HUD some
additional authority, will establish
competitive grants, will help us to ex-
amine the causes of housing discrimi-
nation and talk about what we can do
and, in fact, conclude what we can do
to make remedies.

If we want to live not in vain as Dr.
King did, let’s help somebody. Let’s do
something about discrimination in
housing and make real the great Amer-
ican ideal of owning a home.

Mr. CONYERS. I am pleased now to
recognize a senior member of the House
Judiciary Committee, MEL WATT, for
as much time as he may consume. And
I note that, although the gentleman
from Texas is not a minister, we may
all agree that he is a good preacher.

Mr. WATT. Madam Speaker, I rise in
support of H. Res. 1095, the resolution
recognizing the 40th anniversary of the
Fair Housing Act.

The Fair Housing Act, title VIII of
the Civil Rights Act, was passed by
Congress and signed into law by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson in April of 1968,
only 1 week after the assassination of
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King.

This landmark act, the primary pur-
pose of which is to prohibit discrimina-
tion in housing, introduced meaningful
Federal enforcement mechanisms for
buyers and renters. The Federal Hous-
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ing Act initially prohibited discrimina-
tion on the basis of race, color, religion
and national origin. Sex was subse-
quently added to the list of protected
classes in 1974, and disability and fam-
ily status were added in 1988.

Forty years later, in 2008, effective
and meaningful enforcement of these
fair housing laws continues to be criti-
cally important. It is essential that we
continue to combat housing discrimi-
nation, which still exists today, not
just by enacting laws, but by enforcing
those that we have on the books al-
ready.

This is a meaningful piece of legisla-
tion, and I'm honored to pay tribute to
the importance of it, but more impor-
tantly, to pay tribute and to recognize
that enforcement continues to be a
problem, and that discrimination in
housing continues to exist.

With that, I thank the gentleman for
the time.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased now to recognize the Honorable
MAXINE WATERS of California for as
much time as she may consume.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to speak in strong support of
this resolution offered by my col-
league, Mr. GREEN, from Houston com-
memorating the 40th anniversary of
title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968
and the 20th anniversary of the Fair
Housing Amendments Act of 1988.

The history of the Fair Housing Act
embodies both our Nation’s most noble
instincts and recent behavior by our
Federal Government, which should
make none of us proud.

On April 11, 1968, one week to the day
after the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., Congress passed and
the President signed into law the Fed-
eral Fair Housing Act which now pro-
hibits discrimination in housing based
on race, national origin, religion, color,
sex, familial status and disability.

Acting on this legislation, which has
been stalled in this body for over 2
years, was a fitting tribute to Dr. King
and reflected a belief that something
constructive could be achieved in the
aftermath of days of unrest in cities
across the country.

In 1988, the law was amended by the
Fair Housing Amendments Act, which
significantly strengthened the enforce-
ment powers of the act, giving the De-
partments of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment and Justice the authority to
mandate and to enforce the expanded
and comprehensive requirements of the
act. Unfortunately, while we can be
proud of passing these landmark stat-
utes, the sad fact is that the Fair Hous-
ing Act remains the least enforced of
our Nation’s civil rights laws.

Through the work of local housing
groups like the Housing Rights Center
in my district in Los Angeles, we know
that more than 3.7 million people are
discriminated against in housing trans-
actions every year, and we are on the
brink of an economic crisis fueled by a
failed subprime lending market built
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primarily on borrowers and neighbor-
hoods of color.

The current foreclosure crisis is the
outgrowth of persistent discrimination
in housing, lending and insurance mar-
kets that took place under the neg-
ligent eyes of the very Federal agen-
cies charged with enforcing our Na-
tion’s antidiscrimination laws. In 2007,
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development issued only 31
charges of discrimination, and the De-
partment of Justice filed just 35 cases.

Sadly, the risk posed by lax enforce-
ment of the Fair Housing Act is no less
than the resegregation of America.
While we have made some progress in
reducing levels of residential segrega-
tion, most Americans live in commu-
nities largely divided by race and eth-
nicity. Perhaps more distressingly, our
children are attending increasingly
segregated schools. Recent research
demonstrates that by 2000, minority
students were in schools with substan-
tially fewer white students than was
the case a decade earlier. We must re-
duce those troubling trends.

To that end, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution offered by Mr.
GREEN, whose dedication to the hous-
ing needs of America and America’s
most vulnerable households is second
to that of no other member of the
Housing and Community Opportunity
Subcommittee, which I chair.

Additionally, in my role as Chair, I'm
joining Mr. GREEN in rededicating my-
self to the enforcement of the Fair
Housing Act, starting with making
plans for a joint hearing with the Con-
stitution Subcommittee, chaired by
Mr. NADLER of New York, to hold the
inadequate efforts of both HUD and the
Department of Justice up to congres-
sional scrutiny.
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The best way to celebrate the anni-
versary of the Fair Housing Act is to
take concrete actions to enforce both
its letter and spirit.

Mr. Chairman of our Judiciary Com-
mittee, whose lifelong work has been
to end discrimination and to enforce
fair housing and to enforce civil rights,
I just thank you for having the oppor-
tunity to work with you.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
recognize now the gentlewoman from
Oakland, California, a valuable mem-
ber of the House (Ms. LEE), for such
time as she may consume.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan will note that
there are only 3 minutes remaining.

Ms. LEE. Let me first say to the
chairman of the Judiciary Committee,
I want to thank you also for staying
the course for freedom, justice, and
equality for so many years. Thank you,
Mr. CONYERS, and thank you for yield-
ing.

Madam Speaker, let me say that I
rise in strong support of H. Res. 1095,
and I also must thank Congressman AL
GREEN for introducing this very impor-
tant resolution but also for his con-
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sistent voice for liberty and justice for
all. Thank you, Congressman GREEN.

The Fair Housing Act was critical in
ending the rampant discrimination in
the housing industry 40 years. Today
the Fair Housing Act continues to play
a vital and significant role in ensuring
fair and equal access to housing for all
Americans.

It is in part due to the failure, how-
ever, of this administration to enforce
these civil rights laws that led to the
predatory lending practices that fueled
the housing crisis our Nation now
faces.

Just like many other innovative and
progressive ideas about equality and
fairness, I must remind us of the fact
that the Fair Housing Act had a Cali-
fornia precursor: the Rumford Fair
Housing Act, one of the first fair hous-
ing laws in the Nation. Former Assem-
blyman William Byron Rumford, the
first African American from Northern
California elected to the California leg-
islature, and whose seat I was later
honored to hold, passed this landmark
bill in 1963, and today I also honor his
memory and his legacy.

But like many today who argue that
the housing and financial services in-
dustries do not need further oversight
or regulation, I must remind us also
that during this period, a candidate for
governor over 40 years ago, Ronald
Reagan, fought very hard against fair
housing laws. But, thankfully, Ronald
Reagan lost his fight to make housing
discrimination the law in California,
and 40 years ago the Congress passed
the Fair Housing Act to outlaw dis-
crimination in housing in every State
of the union. Like my colleagues, I also
honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. today as we pass this resolu-
tion.

Unfortunately, today the promise of
fair housing remains unfulfilled. De
facto segregation has Kkicked in.
Subprime mortgages have unfairly hit
African Americans and the Latino
community and other communities of
color. So we must work to educate
Americans about their right to fair
housing and work together to enforce
the law. And we must fully fund fair
housing programs to at least the tune
of $84 million in fiscal 2009.

So, Madam Speaker, we must recom-
mit ourselves today to make these crit-
ical investments a guarantee for fair
housing for all Americans. Housing
should be a basic human right in our
great country.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise in support of H. Res. 1095,
“Commemorating the 40th Anniversary of the
Fair Housing Act”, introduced by a fellow
Texan, Representative AL GREEN.

The Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) is the nation’s housing
agency committed to increasing homeowner-
ship, particularly among minorities; creating af-
fordable housing opportunities for low-income
Americans; and supporting the homeless, el-
derly, people with disabilities and people living
with AIDS. The Department also promotes
economic and community development and
enforces the nation’s fair housing laws.

H2283

However, according to the Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), more
than 10,000 people filed housing discrimina-
tion complaints last year, mostly from persons
with disabilities. HUD also found that race-
based housing discrimination was the second
most frequent reason individuals filed com-
plaints.

Of the more than 10,000 complaints filed
last year, 43 percent alleged discrimination
against persons with disabilities while 37 per-
cent alleged racial discrimination. Most com-
plainants claimed to be victims of discrimina-
tion in the terms and conditions of the sale or
rental of housing, or outright refusal to rent.

The Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing
and Equal Opportunity at HUD stated that
“Forty years after the passage of the Fair
Housing Act, an alarming number of families
are still being denied housing and still need
the protections this landmark law offers.” As-
sistant Secretary Kim Kendrick’s remarks only
underscore the importance of HUD’s contin-
ued enforcement, instruction, and outreach ac-
tivities to ensure that all Americans have equal
access to housing opportunities.

Currently HUD has placed fair housing ad-
vertisements on more than 900 movie screens
throughout the country. These advertisements
inform viewers that it is unlawful to discrimi-
nate in the sale, rental, or financing of housing
and provided HUD’s toll-free telephone num-
ber, for those that may have experienced or
witnessed unlawful discrimination.

Another part of HUD’s outreach in this area
is its training program, Fair Housing Accessi-
bility FIRST, which has trained 1,351 individ-
uals in 22 training sessions in 17 states on the
Fair Housing Act’s design and construction re-
quirements for multifamily housing.

TEXAS

On March 27th, HUD announced that the
Texas State Program and the cities of Hous-
ton and New Braunfels will receive a total of
$234,868,077 to support community develop-
ment and produce more affordable housing.
HUD’s annual funding will also provide down
payment assistance to first-time homebuyers;
assist individuals and families who might oth-
erwise be living on the streets; and offer real
housing solutions for individuals with HIV/
AIDS.

This funding will help Texas to reconstruct
its neighborhoods and affordable housing
stock by helping communities to improve their
infrastructure or assisting families to purchase
their first home, HUD is helping improve
neighborhoods from the ground up.

The funding announced includes: Commu-
nity Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds;
HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) fund-
ing; American Dream Down payment assist-
ance; Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG); and,
Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS
(HOPWA).

Since 1974, HUD’s Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) Program has pro-
vided more than $120 billion to state and local
governments to target their own community
development priorities. The rehabilitation of af-
fordable housing and the improvement of pub-
lic facilities have traditionally been the largest
uses of CDBG although the program is also
an important catalyst for job growth and busi-
ness opportunities. Annual CDBG funds are
distributed to communities according to a stat-
utory formula based on a community’s popu-
lation, poverty, and age of its housing stock,
and extent of overcrowded housing.
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HOME (HOME Investment Partnerships
Program) is the largest federal block grant to
state and local governments designed exclu-
sively to produce affordable housing for low-in-
come families. Since 1992, more than 600
communities have completed more than
834,000 affordable housing units, including
352,000 for new homebuyers. In addition,
186,000 tenants have received direct rental
assistance.

The American Dream Down payment Initia-
tive (ADDI) helps first-time homebuyers with
the biggest hurdles to homeownership—down
payment and closing costs. The program was
created to assist low-income first-time home-
buyers in purchasing single-family homes by
providing funds for down payment, closing
costs, and rehabilitation carried out in conjunc-
tion with the assisted home purchase. Since
the program’s inception, ADDI has assisted
nearly 29,000 families to purchase their first
home.

Emergency Shelter Grants (ESG) helps
local communities to meet the basic shelter
needs of homeless individuals and families.
These grants also provide transitional housing
and a variety of support services designed to
move the homeless away from a life on the
street toward permanent housing. This block
grant program, along with more than $14 mil-
lion HUD awarded New Orleans and Jefferson
Parish by competition, helps thousands of
local homeless assistance programs to help
those who would otherwise be living on the
streets.

HUD’s Housing Opportunities for Persons
with AIDS (HOPWA) grants are distributed to
states and cities based on the number of
AIDS cases reported to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. The grants pro-
vide resources for operating community resi-
dences and providing rental assistance and
support services to individuals with HIV/AIDS
and their families. In addition, the HOPWA
program also helps many communities de-
velop strategic AIDS housing plans and fill in
gaps in local systems of care. A stable home
environment is a critical component for low-in-
come persons managing complex drug thera-
pies and potential side effects from their treat-
ments.

SUBPRIME MORTGAGE CRISIS AND HOUSING

Over the past year, we have seen a crisis
in subprime mortgage lending, which has
threatened the stability of the housing market
and the livelihoods of large numbers of Ameri-
cans. This Democratic Congress is committed
to strengthening the housing market and stabi-
lizing the economy, and we have passed im-
portant legislation to address this crisis.

Due to the lack of regulation by the federal
government, many loans were accompanied
by fraud, predatory lending, inadequate infor-
mation and other failures of responsible mar-
keting. With exceptionally high (and rising)
foreclosure rates across the country, home-
owners all over America are losing their
homes.

The sub-prime mortgage crisis has impacted
families and communities across the country.
Home foreclosure filings rose to 1.2 million in
2006—a 42 percent jump—due to rising mort-
gage bills and a slowing housing market. Na-
tionally, as many as 2.4 million sub-prime bor-
rowers have either lost their homes or could
lose them in the next few years.

It is critical that we address this crisis. The
Bush administration and the mortgage industry
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must reach agreement that matches the scale
of the problem. If you produce an inadequate
agreement, or fail outright, the cost to our
economy will be incalculable. The freeze on
foreclosures would give the housing market
time to stabilize and homeowner's time to
build equity.

The 110th Congress has demonstrated its
commitment to moving America in a New Di-
rection by raising the minimum wage, imple-
menting the recommendations of the 9/11
Commission, opposing the war in Irag, improv-
ing children’s health care coverage, increasing
aid to the Gulf Coast, passing energy reform,
instituting fiscal discipline through pay go
budgeting, raising ethical standards for lob-
bying, and increasing oversight over the Bush
Administration on a range of issues including
Iraq, FISA, the CIA interrogation tapes, and
the Jena 6 cases.

We have also made efforts to strengthen
the housing market, including continued efforts
to end discriminatory practices and stabilize
the economy. Expanding affordable housing
and mortgage opportunities for all American
families is of paramount importance.

CONCLUSION

The 40th Anniversary of the Fair Housing
Act comes only a few weeks after the Anniver-
sary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. and—oh how fitting. The things he
fought for then, the principles he gave his life
for are still ideals we fight for today. We must
continue the fight to end discrimination not just
in the area of housing but in education, in
healthcare, in politics. Madam Speaker, | re-
mind colleagues of the importance of the Fair
Housing Act, what it has meant to all Ameri-
cans.

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise to commend my colleague Congressman
GREEN for sponsoring this resolution to recog-
nize and honor the 40th anniversary of con-
gressional passage of title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968, the Fair Housing Act, and
the 20th anniversary of the Fair Housing
Amendments Act of 1988. It is important that
we honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King
and reflect on how far we have come. It is
equally important, as we witness tens of thou-
sands of Americans who risk losing their
homes to foreclosure this year, that we rededi-
cate ourselves to standing firm for those vic-
timized by this economy or victimized by resid-
ual discrimination. We must continue to en-
courage all people and all three levels of gov-
ernment to rededicate themselves to the en-
forcement and the ideals of fair housing laws.

The fair povision of housing and economic
opportunity—and especially the drive to en-
sure safe shelter for those in need—has been
a compelling foundation of my career in public
service. As a council member and subse-
quently as mayor of Alexandria, | served as
vice chairman of the Alexandria Economic Op-
portunity Commission when the commission
began its efforts to ensure local, State, and
Federal action to bring down the barriers in
rental housing that so discriminated against
single women with children.

The enactment of the Fair Housing Act of
1988 was a testament to many of our former
colleagues in this region, including former
Congresswoman Gladys Spellman, former
Senator Charles MacMathias, and former Del-
egate, Reverend Walter Fauntroy. That enact-
ment was an honor to them and to thousands
of Americans who joined in a national effort to
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seek justice and enduring rights for women in
that most fundamental of human needs: shel-
ter.

In Alexandria, our commission—and our
city—focus on special populations, such as at-
risk preschool children and teens, the home-
less, ex-offenders, single parents, as well as
the low-income community in general. These
populations, our most vulnerable, face enough
of an uphill struggle everyday as it is without
governmentally permitted discrimination. | am
proud at what we were able to accomplish so
many years ago, but | remain committed the
vision that Dr. King and others set before us,
which we honor and remember today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman from Michigan
has expired.

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1095.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RELIGIOUS WORKER VISA
EXTENSION ACT OF 2008

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5570) to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to eliminate
the sunset in the special immigrant
nonminister religious worker visa pro-
gram, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5570

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Religious
Worker Visa Extension Act of 2008,

SEC. 2. SPECIAL IMMIGRANT NONMINISTER RELI-
GIOUS WORKER PROGRAM.

(a) REGULATIONS.—Not later than Decem-
ber 31, 2008, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall issue final regulations to eliminate
or reduce fraud in the special immigrant cat-
egories described in subclauses (II) and (III)
of section 101(a)(27)(C)(ii) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(27)(C)(ii)).

(b) EXTENSIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(a)(27)(C)(ii) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(C)(ii)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘““‘October 1, 2008, each place such term
appears and inserting ‘“‘January 1, 2010,”.

(2) CONDITIONAL FURTHER EXTENSION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(a)(27)(C)(ii) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(C)(ii)), as amended by para-
graph (1), is further amended by striking
“January 1, 2010,” each place such term ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2016,”.

(B) CONDITIONAL EFFECTIVE DATE.—The
amendment made by subparagraph (A) shall
take effect on March 1, 2009, but only if the
Secretary of Homeland Security has com-
plied with subsection (a).

(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than September 30,
2010, the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security shall submit to
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