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this Republican Congress has fought so
hard.”

Now those are some pretty inter-
esting comments coming from the
DCCC. On May 10, 2006, BARON HILL
said this: “In Congress, I will support
measures that will strengthen our
economy and lower gas prices instead
of rewarding big oil companies and spe-
cial interest lobbies.”

Mr. Speaker, once Mr. HILL got elect-
ed to Congress and voted to raise taxes
on the American energy producers, he
was somehow shocked when higher
taxes resulted in higher gas prices.

March 12, 2007, in a press release Mr.
HiLL said, ‘‘Gasoline prices have in-
creased significantly over the past few
weeks, with little explanation for high-
er prices.” The explanation for higher
prices is because of higher taxes.

Mr. JOE DONNELLY in a July 3, 2006,
interview: “I will be an independent
voice who will represent the people of
the second district. Not the wealthy oil
and pharmaceutical companies that
have bought our Congress and are run-
ning our country. We need leaders who
will stand up for good jobs, a better
prescription drug plan for our seniors,
and a real energy plan that will work
to drive down skyrocketing gas
prices.”

Mr. DONNELLY, I’'m sure your con-
stituents and the people of this coun-
try are waiting for that energy to go
forth in some results.

April 26, 2006, press release by Mr. ED
MARKEY: ‘‘Congress once again has an
opportunity to help the American peo-
ple through this financial pinch.”” Keep
in mind, the Republicans were in
charge and the Democrats were trying
to win votes, Mr. Speaker.

“But by ignoring legislation like the
Windfall Profits and Consumer Assist-
ance Act, Congress has shown, once
again, that it would rather put the
needs of the special interests ahead of
the needs of the American people.
There is a cost to this kind of corrup-
tion in Washington, and it’s at $75 a
barrel and climbing.”

Mr. MARKEY, the price today is $113 a
barrel, and you have not reintroduced
your Windfall Profits and Consumer
Assistance Act to Congress.

But what have we done? I tell you
what we have done. The chairman of
Energy and Commerce has got a solu-
tion: raise gasoline tax by 50 cents a
gallon. I don’t think that’s what the
American people had in mind.

July 26, 2006, in a town hall meeting,
JIM CLYBURN, who is now the majority
whip, says this: ‘“Thomas from Orange-
burg asks: What are you doing about
gas prices? They’re ridiculously high.”
Mr. CLYBURN answered, ‘‘House Demo-
crats have a plan to help curb rising
gas prices. We have outlined our plan
in a proposal called Energizing Amer-
ica. I join my fellow Democrats in be-
lieving that drilling for more oil is not
a long-term solution to our Nation’s
energy crisis.”

What is it? Buying bicycles? The
Pelosi plan? Thirty bicycles for $30,000?
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Raising taxes? Fifty cents a gallon by
the chairman of Energy and Commerce
proposal? Five cents a gallon by the
chairman of Transportation? A dollar a
barrel of oil from the chairman of
Transportation? Those are some great
ideas.

April 27, 2006, when gas was $2.91 a
gallon, and I will remind you that it’s
$3.44 today, a letter to Speaker Hastert
signed by 88 Democratic Members of
Congress, they said this: ‘“‘Just this
week, the price for oil increased to over
$70 a barrel.” Don’t we yearn for those
days of $70 a barrel when it’s $113

today?
We believe Congress has an obliga-
tion to determine the underlying

causes behind the skyrocketing prices.
Congress has an obligation to take ac-
tion on behalf of the consumer. Where
is the action?

All bark, no bite.

———
GOP: THE GRAND OIL PARTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Well, the Grand Oil
Party is at it again. $500 billion in prof-
its to the oil industry since George
Bush, the oil man, and DICK CHENEY,
the o0il man, took office. Remember
what they told us? They could deal
with the industry. They’d talk the
prices down. They could deal with
OPEC. They’d talk the prices down.
OPEC is violating international law.
The President won’t file a complaint in
the World Trade Organization for their
illegal constraint of production which
is driving up the price. The President
refuses to take any action against his
friends in the OPEC consortium or car-
tel.

Now the big oil companies, $40 billion
in profits for one, ExxonMobil, last
year, their generous campaign contrib-
utors, the GOP, Grand Oil Party, is
doing very well. But now they’re cry-
ing crocodile tears here on the floor
and saying they really care about con-
sumers, after the Bush-Cheney energy
bill, which gave subsidies to
ExxonMobil who made $40 billion last
yvear after the Republicans refused last
year to strip those subsidies from the
oil companies? They complain about
the high price to consumers. They’re
born-again consumer advocates. That’s
great.

I’ve been a consumer advocate for a
long time. I have consistently sup-
ported a windfall profits tax. I've also
consistently said we’ve got to go after
the OPEC cartel and file the com-
plaints. And we need new technologies,
and we need new fuels, and we need
conservation. None of those things
were in the Bush-Cheney energy bills
written behind closed doors by big oil
and the GOP, the Grand Oil Party.

But now, their presumptive political
nominee, Mr. MCCAIN, has come up
with a great idea, let’s suspend the gas
tax. Now, let’s see. In 1993, the gas tax
was 18.3 cents a gallon, and gas was
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$1.05 a gallon. Today, in my district,
gas is $3.50 a gallon, and guess what?
The Federal gas tax is still 18.3 cents a
gallon. That money is a tax. It’s a tax
going to big oil and OPEC and to hedge
fund speculators who are driving up the
price of oil. That’s the tax the Amer-
ican consumers are paying. They won’t
take on OPEC, and they sure as heck
aren’t going to take on their friends in
big oil.

We’re willing to do that. And sus-
pending the gas tax, now I would ask
the presumptive Republican nominee,
Mr. McCAIN, if we suspend the gas tax,
how many highway projects and bridge
projects are you going to cancel? How
many thousand people are you going to
put out of work when you already have
a deficit in the trust fund? If you want
to give relief to the American con-
sumers, target the real culprits. It is
not the gas tax that’s been flat for the
last 15 years; it’s big oil and it’s the
OPEC companies and the hedge fund
speculators on Wall Street. Let’s go
after them.

———

HOPE AND CHANGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DAVID DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today
to tell you something about my dis-
trict. I go home every single weekend
because I take the word ‘‘representa-
tive”’ very seriously. I go home and
speak with people living and working
in my district because they are the
ones who sent me to Washington to ex-
press their ideas and their concerns.
Two common themes come up from the
people in northeast Tennessee: hope
and change. We hear a lot about those
words today.

They hope that sometime in the fu-
ture they won’t have to spend over $50
to fill up their pick-up truck. They
want change, a change that will take
them from dependence on foreign oil to
clean, safe, and available American en-
ergy. Energy is the foundation and life-
blood of the American economy cre-
ating the conditions to help us support
good-paying jobs here in the United
States and allow our industrial base to
compete with the rest of the world.

We all know that the middle-class
families are feeling significant pain at
the pump. But the American family
isn’t the only place where the strain of
spiking fuel prices can be felt. Accord-
ing to recent news reports, local
schools, law enforcement agencies, and
other community services are paying
the price for a record high-fuel cost.
Unfortunately, Democrats in the
House, who are now in charge, have
been consistent in offering so-called
energy legislation that weakens our
ability to compete with emerging ti-
tans such as China, India, and Russia.

In the United States today, we are 63
percent dependent on foreign sources of
energy. 63 percent. And that percent-
age is growing every year. Gasoline
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prices have increased more than $1 per
gallon since the majority party, under
Speaker PELOSI, took control of the
House last year, increasing from a na-
tionwide average of $2.33 per gallon on
the first day of the 110th Congress to
now $3.34 a gallon. When Speaker
PELOSI took office and had a plan to fix
the energy cost, oil was selling for $56
a barrel. Now, it’s selling for $113 a bar-
rel. People are looking for hope and
change.

Figures from the Energy Information
Administration indicate the U.S. reli-
ance on the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries, commonly known
as OPEC, grew from 50.9 percent of our
total crude imports in 2006 to 57.6 per-
cent in 2007. Not only has the majority
party failed to end our reliance on Mid-
dle Eastern oil for our essential energy
needs, they’ve actually helped grow our
dependence to historic and dangerous
levels.

We need to make sure that we’re not
dependent on our energy needs from
people that hate us and hate our free-
doms all because of their refusal to
allow responsible energy production
here at home. We cannot tax and regu-
late our way out of an energy crisis.
The American people want an energy
policy that’s comprehensive and ad-
dresses our needs for wind, water,
solar, safe nuclear, clean coal tech-
nology and, most importantly, the use
of American oil.

The American middle class deserves
better. They deserve an energy policy
that is dependent on American energy,
not foreign energy.

———

CRISIS IN LEADERSHIP IN WASH-
INGTON AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. PRICE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, today is April 156th. It’s
a momentous day for Americans as all
Americans know it’s Tax Day. And it’s
a day that Americans tend to focus a
little more attention on the amount of
money that they send to Washington.
And it’s a lot of money. It’s a lot of
money, Mr. Speaker.

And most folks that I talk to say
that would be okay, a lot of them have
said that would be okay if they were
getting good things for their money, if
they were seeing progress happen here
in Washington. But that’s just not the
case.

I, like most of my colleagues, go
home every weekend. I went home last
weekend, and what I hear from my con-
stituents is what is happening? Where
is the leadership in Washington? Mr.
Speaker, I believe there is a crisis in
leadership in Washington and here in
the House of Representatives.

Whether it is supporting our troops,
the leadership here apparently is deter-
mined that they are going to use our
military troops as pack mules to carry
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their special projects across the finish
line. Mr. Speaker, that’s leadership
lacking.

Whether it’s protecting our Nation in
the area of intelligence, this leadership
believes that our intelligence commu-
nity doesn’t need to have the tools nec-
essary to tell what the bad guys are
going to do before they do it. Mr.
Speaker, that’s leadership lacking.

You have heard a lot about gas prices
this morning. Sixteen months ago
when this leadership took charge, a
barrel of gasoline cost about $52, $563 a
barrel. Today, it is about $112, $113 a
barrel. Mr. Speaker, that’s leadership
lacking.

What’s changed in Washington since
that time? New leadership here in the
House of Representatives. Mr. Speaker,
that’s not the kind of change that
America voted for.

We need to work together in the area
of energy. We need to make certain
that we, as Americans, conserve more.
We need to make certain that we uti-
lize American resources for Americans.
There’s incredible resources in our
land. We could utilize those resources
in environmentally sensitive and tech-
nologically sound ways to make cer-
tain that we decrease our dependence
on foreign oil.

And finally, Mr. Speaker, we need to
make certain that we accelerate the
use of alternative fuel, not picking
winners and losers like this leadership
in this majority wants to do, pick eth-
anol and raise the gas prices signifi-
cantly by that, raise food prices around
the world because of the action of this
leadership. Mr. Speaker, that’s leader-
ship lacking.

Where else is leadership lacking here
in the House? Well, Mr. Speaker, it is
in helping our friends around the
world. We have a former President
meeting with Hamas terrorists. Where
is the outcry from this leadership say-
ing that that’s not the correct thing to
do for a former leader of our Nation?

In the area of fair trade, free trade,
last week this leadership decided they
were going to take one of our friends,
Colombia and South America, who
have worked with us time and time
again, one of the glimmering hopes for
democracy in South America, and what
does this leadership do? Kick them in
the teeth.

It is not just me saying that. Head-
lines all across the Nation last week:
Financial Times, ‘A setback on trade
in Washington;”’ Knoxville News Sen-
tinel, ‘“‘House Democrats holding free
trade hostage;”” Corpus Christi Caller
Times, ‘‘Congress should pass Colombia
trade deal;”” Charleston Post Courier,

“Politics trump free trade;”” Orange
County Register, ‘“Trading on igno-
rance;”’ the Plain Dealer,

“Sidetracking American trade deal
hurts U.S. businesses and workers;”
the Chicago Tribune, ‘‘Caving on Co-
lombia;”” Los Angeles Times, ‘‘Pelosi
plays politics;”” The OKklahoman,
“Pelosi’s ploy: Colombia Deal Suc-
cumbs to Politics;” New York Times,
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“Time for the Colombian Free Trade
Pact;” the Denver Post, ‘‘Historical
failure on Colombia trade pact;” San
Francisco Chronicle, ‘‘Trade pan-
dering;”” New York Post, ‘‘Pelosi’s Pu-
trid Sellout;” Seattle Times, ‘‘The
Washington 6: tampering with trade;”
the Boston Herald, ‘“The Pelosi Doc-
trine: Duck;” Las Vegas Review Jour-
nal, ‘“Trade Talks;”’ National Review,
“Free Choice;” St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch, “The Politics of Trade;” Wash-
ington Post, ‘“‘Drop Dead, Colombia;”’
and the Wall Street Journal, ‘‘Pelosi’s
Bad Faith.”

Mr. Speaker, there is a crisis of lead-
ership here in Washington, here in this
House of Representatives. The Amer-
ican people are paying attention. The
American people want positive change.
The American people want us to work
together. I call on the Speaker of this
House to bring forward the free trade
deal with Colombia, to work together
on gas prices, to make certain that we
pass a Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act that allows our intelligence
communities to act positively.

Mr. Speaker, I call on our leadership
to be responsible.

————
ETHANOL HAS NOT SAVED US YET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It
has been said by folks that Wash-
ington, DC., is the only place in Amer-
ica that is surrounded by reality be-
cause people here, especially in Con-
gress, those people say, are in a Disney
World atmosphere and don’t know how
the world really is.

Probably the best example is what
has taken place throughout our coun-
try in the area of gasoline prices. They
are going up every day. Every day we
come back to Congress, gasoline prices
continue to rise. And there’s a con-
stant problem here. Retail operators
who run those mom-and-pop inde-
pendent gasoline stations are saying
they’re not even making a profit off of
gasoline. They hope maybe they can
make one cent a gallon. The way they
make profit is selling lottery tickets
and donuts, and the country continues
to see higher and higher gasoline
prices.

It’s a tremendous problem that we
have to deal with. We have to come out
of this Disney World atmosphere and
solve the problem. Some say what is
going to save us all is ethanol. Let’s
take all of the farmland in America,
let’s till it up, let’s grow some corn,
and let’s make some of that unproven,
unpredictable ethanol to burn in our
vehicles.

Of course, what we have done as a
Nation by encouraging and subsidizing
the special interest group of ethanol,
we’ve raised the corn prices worldwide.
In fact, they have tripled in the last 2
years. And because corn prices are
going up, wheat prices are going up.
And in the last 17 years, food prices in
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