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We want the deployment of solar cells. 
We want wind power. As I mentioned 
earlier, Illinois could be at the fore-
front of electricity generation by wind. 

What we do know, Texas had to call 
their high electricity users when their 
wind turbines stopped turning because 
the wind stopped blowing. That’s the 
challenge of renewable energy. Instead 
of having a consistent base-load en-
ergy, and in this country it’s undis-
puted that coal is the primary com-
modity product that produces 50 per-
cent of the electricity generation in 
this country. The electricity we’re 
using in the Capitol building tonight is 
produced by coal. The electricity on 
the Capitol grounds is produced by 
coal. 

There are some of my friends on the 
other side that would like us to not use 
another ounce of fossil fuels ever in 
this country. I am afraid of those days 
because those days will only occur 
when there’s another worldwide reces-
sion. And you want to see the pain and 
the agony and the frustration on the 
middle- and the lower-middle class of 
our country, wait till there’s no jobs. 
We won’t be putting carbon in the air. 
That will be good for some people, but 
we won’t be employing our citizens ei-
ther. And that will be a shame. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank you 
for giving me this time. I want to 
thank my colleagues, Congressman 
GARRETT and Congressman SULLIVAN, 
for joining me in a plea to my friends 
on the other side that, as we continue 
to talk about energy, we don’t dis-
regard the supply debate. That’s got to 
be part of the solution. It just has to be 
because just so much of the electricity 
that we use today is based upon 50 per-
cent coal, 20 percent nuclear, 20 per-
cent hydroelectric. They have to be 
part of the mix. It’s my plea that, as 
we move forward and try to address the 
high cost of electricity and liquid fuel, 
we remember the great resources that 
we have in this country and have a 
plan to use them. 

f 

WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

Madam Speaker, before I begin, I would 
like to ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

Madam Speaker, I appreciate the op-
portunity that has been given to us by 
Speaker PELOSI tonight to talk about 
an issue that is affecting literally mil-

lions of families across America, and 
that is the lack of affordable child care 
and early childhood education. It is es-
pecially important to highlight these 
issues as this week marks the Week of 
the Young Child. 

For the next hour, we’re going to 
focus on young children and how, over 
the last 7 years, we have failed to pro-
vide adequate and necessary funding 
for vital child care and early childhood 
education. 

And I can tell you, Madam Speaker, 
that as a mother of three young chil-
dren—I have 8-year-old twins and an al-
most 5-year-old, 41⁄2-year-old little 
girl—this is something that is near and 
dear to my heart. 

I remember the struggle that I went 
through when I first gave birth to my 
twins and had to go back to work, and 
we searched and searched for a quality 
child care program. We were turning 
our newborn babies, 3 months old, 4 
months old, over to really, basically, 
someone we didn’t know, someone to 
care for our little ones all day long. 
You know, we just couldn’t even imag-
ine turning over the care of our babies, 
our most precious resource, we 
couldn’t imagine turning over our ba-
bies to anyone. 

So you can imagine the struggle that 
people go through when, on top of hav-
ing to decide where they can take their 
children to be cared for while they 
work, that they also have to struggle 
through the angst of not knowing or 
not expecting that they can afford that 
care. And because we have continued to 
slash and burn from this administra-
tion the funding for Head Start and for 
the Child Care Development Block 
Grants programs, we absolutely wanted 
to come to the floor tonight and spend 
an hour, at least an hour, highlighting 
the needs that children in this country 
have, and particularly those of working 
families. And I’m going to be joined to-
night by several of my colleagues. 

Before we begin, though, I do want to 
recognize and thank our good friend, 
Chairman GEORGE MILLER of the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee, and 
Chairman KILDEE, DALE KILDEE, for 
their leadership and their commitment 
to child care issues and education, as 
well as the Head Start and Child Care 
Development Block Grant Program 
funding. These are all programs that 
are near and dear to their hearts, and a 
number of these Members have sub-
mitted statements. 

We just have to highlight that there 
are children, especially those from low- 
income families, that need better ac-
cess to high-quality early childhood 
programs. Across the Nation, Madam 
Speaker, child care fees average from 
$4,000 to $10,000 per year which exceed 
the cost of public universities in most 
States. Yet nationally, only one in 
seven children who are financially eli-
gible for child care subsidies is being 
served. One in seven. 

And at this time, I would like to turn 
the podium over to a champion for 
America’s children, the voice in this 

body that is consistently there for 
those who have no voice. She is the 
current Chair of the Woman’s Caucus, 
Congressman LOIS CAPPS of California. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to join my colleagues in recogni-
tion of the Week of the Young Child. I 
want to thank our colleague from Flor-
ida, DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, who 
is such a good role model, and often-
times her children are here, and they 
give testimony to the fact that work-
ing moms can be successful parents as 
well as wonderful professionals in this 
business that we’re in. 

And I’m pleased to be with some of 
my colleagues, MAZIE HIRONO and 
JASON ALTMIRE and others who may 
join us, to call attention to the impor-
tance of the Week of the Young Child. 
My daughter and her dearest friend, 
whom she met in preschool, are vis-
iting and taking part in this; and it’s a 
testimony to the importance of those 
early years and some life-long friend-
ships that can result as a result of 
that. 

As we celebrate this important week, 
I want to take the opportunity to high-
light two very critical programs which 
our colleague has already mentioned 
that are so important to young chil-
dren: The Child Care and Development 
Block Grant, CCDBG, and Head Start. 
As someone who has spent most of my 
life working with our kids in our public 
schools, I know firsthand the power 
and the importance of these programs 
for both our kids and our families. 

Due to the realities and demands of 
today’s family life, there are many 
young people, many children who are 
left with too much unstructured time, 
and we know the hours right after 
school are the most dangerous and im-
portant hours of the day. 

Unfortunately, parents are working 
longer hours and often have to leave 
their children in the care of their sib-
lings or others who should not have to 
have the responsibility to do this. 
Child care can often be the second 
highest cost in the family budget. 
Sometimes, it’s the highest. Child care 
costs consume roughly 42 percent of 
the median single parent’s family in-
come, at around $10,000 annually. 

With a growing home mortgage crisis 
and stagnant economic outlook, par-
ents cannot afford this. It’s simply a 
matter that is of dire consequence to 
many of our families today. 

Child care and development block 
grants enable 162,000 children a month 
in California to receive adequate child 
care. As the only source of Federal 
funding to subsidize child care for low- 
income families, CCDBG has life- 
changing effects on thousands of fami-
lies in California and therefore needs 
our full support. 

Unfortunately, this program has been 
level funded for 6 years, and that is 
why I’m fully supporting an $874 mil-
lion increase in CCDBG. This funding 
would restore the program to an ade-
quate level and provide child care to an 
additional 39,400 children in California 
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alone. And as you can see from the 
chart here, there are children all across 
this country standing in line, waiting 
in line. 

One of the largest circles, if not the 
largest circle, is the one that des-
ignates California where 207,000 chil-
dren today are standing in line waiting 
for child care. And you know, we know 
children don’t stand in line. They don’t 
stay. It is not status quo for children. 
They miss an opportunity. There’s a 
black hole. There’s a gap in what they 
need for their development, and that 
time goes away, and it never will come 
back to them. 

This investment that we need to 
make here will not only result in 
boosting children’s social development 
and their school readiness but results 
in stable and productive employment 
among parents. The biggest worry that 
parents have on the job is what’s hap-
pening to their children at home. The 
biggest obstruction to their doing their 
job well is the worry and the constant 
concern about where their children are 
and how they’re being cared for. 

Providing the resources for children 
will help these parents gain promotions 
in their job and do a better work prod-
uct for their employers. 

Additionally, an early childhood edu-
cation provides a foundation necessary 
for the child’s educational future. For 
four decades, Head Start programs 
have so successfully provided early 
education, health care, social service 
and parental involvement support for 
low-income children and their families. 
This is a proven program. It’s tested. 
It’s tried. It has succeeded for over the 
generations, and we know that this 
program works. It is one of the most 
cost-effective ways we can use tax dol-
lars. The program helps children start 
their education ready to succeed. 

So much of education is focused on 
closing achievement gaps, and I believe 
Head Start is one of the best tools to 
do that because it starts at the front 
end before the gaps widen. Sadly, Head 
Start has received only modest funding 
increases over the past 7 years. With-
out an increase, thousands of children 
could lose access to Head Start because 
of inflation. The program is funda-
mental to the education success of 
thousands of children. We know that, 
and yet the program can only serve 
roughly half of the children who are el-
igible. 

I know, I believe I have seen it first-
hand; Head Start gives all children the 
opportunity to succeed in school and 
therefore in life. And I fully support a 
$1.072 billion increase for this vital pro-
gram. Our children deserve this sup-
port. 

And now it is my pleasure to relin-
quish my time to my colleagues who 
will carry this debate in this hour of 
conversation forward, and I’m so hon-
ored to be amongst them and to know 
that we are speaking for others in our 
Congress as well who know that this is 
the time to act on these matters. 

I thank my colleague for yielding to 
me. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. I 
thank Congresswoman CAPPS. You 
have just been an incredible leader on 
the issues that are important to 
women and young families, and it is so 
incredibly important in this Week of 
the Young Child that we have a leader 
like Congresswoman CAPPS, the Chair 
of the Women’s Caucus, who has been 
such a stalwart on the issues that are 
important to young women and fami-
lies; and it’s just a pleasure to have her 
join us on the floor today. 

It is also a pleasure to have such a 
committed and passionate and compas-
sionate father serving in the House of 
Representatives with us from Pennsyl-
vania, a wonderful father of two young 
daughters and someone who has done 
an incredible job since he’s joined the 
Congress after the 2006 election, Con-
gressman JASON ALTMIRE of Pennsyl-
vania. 
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Mr. ALTMIRE. I thank the gentle-
woman. And I did want to say about 
our colleague from California, there 
are a lot of advocates for children and 
for young families in this Congress, 
and a lot of us are passionate about 
those issues, but there is no one who 
has done more advocacy and has 
worked harder than Congresswoman 
CAPPS, and so I want to thank her for 
her comments. 

I was in my office and I heard that 
this Special Order was beginning. And 
the gentlewoman knows the passion 
that I bring to the table to these 
issues. Early childhood education is 
something I have always talked about. 
I am a member of a board that is not 
even in my district. There is an organi-
zation far outside my district called 
the Heritage Health Foundation in a 
town called Braddock, Pennsylvania, 
and they sponsor an early childhood 
education center called the For Kids 
Center. And it’s been in existence long 
enough that you can see the fruits of 
the labor there. You can see children 
that have come through the program, 
that have had access to early childhood 
education, and compare them to this 
community that has fallen on hard 
times, students and children that have 
not had access at the same level to 
early childhood education. And what 
you find is that the students who have 
gone through the For Kids Center, the 
early childhood center and have had 
access to those services test three 
grade levels ahead of their peers when 
you test peer to peer. 

Early childhood education works, 
there is no question about it. And the 
dollars that we reinvest into the sys-
tem are paid back many times over in 
the dividends that they pay in the 
grade levels and testing better and the 
performance throughout their school, 
and they get into less trouble and the 
kids perform better academically. It 
all builds upon itself. 

So when I was elected to Congress, as 
the gentlewoman said, in 2006, one of 
the first things you have to do is 

choose what committee you’re going to 
serve on. And I knew right away that I 
wanted to serve on the Education Com-
mittee because I wanted to work on the 
Head Start Reauthorization. That’s 
one of the first things out of the gate 
that that committee was tasked with 
doing. I was involved with the Head 
Start Reauthorization, and we were 
able to get that through Congress be-
cause everyone should be able to agree 
on the need for early childhood edu-
cation. 

In Pennsylvania, we have 7,529 chil-
dren that are standing in line for child 
care. In the chart that the congress-
woman from California (Mrs. CAPPS) 
showed, you can see Pennsylvania; 
7,529 children that should have access 
to child care and early education serv-
ices, but don’t. 

So I want to thank the gentlewoman 
from Florida for her friendship and her 
leadership. As she mentioned, I do have 
two young daughters, and I can see the 
value of these services. I just wish that 
everyone in this country could have ac-
cess to the same services that we have 
access to. I thank you for your leader-
ship and for the opportunity to address 
the House tonight. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank 
you, Mr. ALTMIRE. And thank you for 
your leadership and for giving your 
time in public service to make sure 
that the next generation is well rep-
resented here in the halls of Congress. 

It is incredibly important and so ben-
eficial to the issues important to work-
ing families to have parents of young 
children serving in the Congress, hav-
ing moms and dads who are living and 
dealing with these issues every day. 
We’ve got to make sure that we have 
their voice represented strongly in this 
House of Representatives. 

And now it’s my privilege to turn the 
mic over to my good friend who rep-
resents the beautiful islands of Hawaii, 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii, MAZIE 
HIRONO. 

Ms. HIRONO. I thank the gentlelady 
from Florida for her leadership on 
issues important to our young people, 
and for yielding some time to me. 

I know that you mentioned mothers 
and fathers. Well, grandparents, too, 
because I’m a step-grandparent and I 
have a wonderful step-daughter who 
has two young children. So these are 
issues near and dear to all of us. 

As we commemorate the Week of the 
Young Child, I rise today in strong sup-
port of quality early childhood edu-
cation, and tonight, in particular, for 
increased funding for Head Start and 
the Child Care and Development block 
grants, two Federal programs sup-
porting our youngest children. 

Congress got it right when it created 
Head Start 43 years ago. This is an ex-
ample of a government program that 
families depend on every day and that 
really works, thanks largely to the 
many talented and dedicated teachers 
throughout our Nation. 

I want to take a moment to com-
memorate the life of one such teacher, 
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Mrs. Leona Stevens, who served as the 
lead teacher at several Maui Head 
Start centers for over 15 years. She 
passed away unexpectedly recently and 
will be deeply missed by all of us. 

Mrs. Stevens was known for valuing 
students’ creativity and continually 
asked them, ‘‘why do you think that’’ 
and ‘‘what do you think will happen?’’ 
She was equally passionate about im-
proving the quality of Head Start by 
training new early education teachers 
and furthering her own education. She 
went back to school to get her associ-
ates degree in early childhood edu-
cation and spent 7 years working in 
partnership with Maui Community Col-
lege to train new Head Start teachers. 

Last year, while Leona was men-
toring new young teachers, Congress 
worked hard to pass the Head Start Re-
authorization bill, which was signed 
into law. The bill made many improve-
ments to this program, but the single 
most important thing we did was to in-
crease the amount of money authorized 
for Head Start. 

Of course we all know the difference 
between authorized levels and appro-
priated levels. This year, we must put 
our money where our mouth is. The 
fact is, only half of all eligible children 
are served by Head Start, and a measly 
3 percent of eligible infants and tod-
dlers are served by early Head Start. 
This means hundreds of thousands of 
low-income families are without access 
to high-quality early education oppor-
tunities for their children. 

Speaker PELOSI hosted a summit for 
America’s children last year in which 
we heard from neuroscientists, police 
chiefs, business leaders, all of whom 
told us in unequivocal language that it 
pays to invest in children before they 
turn six. I chaired a hearing on early 
education in the full Education and 
Labor Committee earlier this year, and 
we heard the same message from State 
level advocates and policy makers. 

I talk to parents, Kindergarten 
teachers and business leaders in Hawaii 
every time I go home, and they tell me 
that we must increase access to high- 
quality early education and child care 
opportunities. Why? Because that is 
the best investment that we can make 
in our young children and in our coun-
try’s future. 

Certainly this year, like every other 
year, Congress will face many difficult 
spending decisions. We will fund our 
veterans and troops, fund health and 
alternative energy research, fund our 
public schools. I will support increases 
in all of these things, but this is not a 
zero sum game and we cannot afford to 
let our youngest children slip through 
the cracks. 

We should increase funding for Head 
Start by at least $1 billion and increase 
funding for CCDBG by $874 million. It 
is a matter of fairness. Every child de-
serves a shot at success. We know, 
however, that many children from low- 
income families start Kindergarten 
with half the vocabulary of their 
wealthier peers. High-quality preschool 
can do much to close this gap. 

It is a matter, also, of economic pros-
perity. Our small business community, 
our science and technology community 
all need educated workers. Low-income 
children who go to a high-quality pre-
school are more likely to graduate 
from high school than their peers that 
did not go to preschool. 

Finally, it is a smart investment of 
Federal dollars. Research shows that 
every dollar invested in high-quality 
early education programs returns 
somewhere between $2 and $17. Even at 
the very low end of that spectrum, it is 
a worthwhile investment. 

Parents, police officers, business 
owners and teachers across Hawaii and 
the rest of the country are asking us to 
make children a priority. I know that 
Maui’s beloved Mrs. Stevens would join 
them. I urge my colleagues on the Ap-
propriations Committee to provide real 
increases to these vital programs. 

And I close by saying that the work-
ing people of Hawaii, we have a much 
higher percentage of working parents, 
working single parents than probably 
any other State in the country, and 
that is because the cost of living is 
very high in Hawaii. I’ve talked to the 
many mothers and fathers and grand-
parents who take care of their grand-
children now of how important it is for 
their kids and their grandchildren to 
have a good start in life. And certainly 
one of the best ways for them to get a 
good start in life is to make sure that 
we continue to support Head Start and 
the other grant programs that will give 
them this chance. 

I yield back to my colleague from 
Florida and thank her for her con-
tinuing leadership on these and so 
many other issues. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank 
you so much, Congresswoman HIRONO. 
You have been an incredible leader 
when it comes to the issues that are 
important to working families. 

I often think about the constituents 
that you represent. We make public 
policies so far away from the people 
that you represent; they need a strong 
voice all the more for that reason, and 
you have done an amazing job rep-
resenting them. It’s a pleasure and an 
honor to serve with you here. 

Ms. HIRONO. Same here. Thank you 
very much. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank 
you very much. 

Mr. Speaker, to continue on with the 
highlighting of the Week of the Young 
Child, there are statistics that are in-
credibly important, and I will go 
through some of those this evening. 
But more important than the statistics 
and the studies are the stories. And I 
can tell you, as a mom with young 
children, who I probably will talk 
about quite a bit this evening, you 
don’t need studies, you don’t need sta-
tistics to be able to see the progress 
that your child makes when they go 
through a preschool, when they go 
through a childcare program. And you 
can see their brain literally working 
like sponges, absorbing the informa-

tion and processing it and turning it 
into useful information. And I can tell 
you that I’ve seen my children, my 
four-and-a-half-year-old is still in pre- 
K and is just about to enter Kinder-
garten next year. And I’ve watched her 
learn her ABCs, she can count to 100, 
she knows every color, every shape. 
And had she not had an opportunity to 
go to a wonderful preschool program to 
learn those things, yes, I could have 
spent time with her and taught her 
those things, but given that I work 
full-time, and when I think about the 
hundreds of thousands, millions of par-
ents who have to struggle with that 
choice, and then an administration 
that callously cuts those programs or 
flat funds them so that fewer, not 
more, parents have access to Head 
Start and child care, it’s just abso-
lutely unconscionable. I wonder if they 
have a soul. I wonder if there is anyone 
in the White House that has a soul and 
that has a heart. Because surely those 
kinds of decisions are only made by 
heartless people. 

I am so glad to be joined by the gen-
tlewoman from New York, a wonderful 
Member, Congresswoman YVETTE 
CLARKE. And I am glad that she has 
also joined me tonight. 

Before I turn it over to her, I want to 
highlight a story of Jennifer from Chi-
cago because, like I said, highlighting 
the stories as opposed to the studies 
and the stats is what really shows you 
the kind of impact that the policy deci-
sions that we make up here when it 
comes to funding child care programs 
and Head Start adequately, that’s what 
really matters. 

I want to talk about Jennifer from 
Chicago, who was profiled in a news 
story on Marketplace radio. Jennifer 
works as a receptionist at a real estate 
company. She is a single mom working 
full-time and going to school part- 
time. And so many people will hear 
their own story in Jennifer’s story. 

Jennifer was doing all she could to 
improve her life and the life of her 
daughter. In fact, even though Jennifer 
was working full-time, raising her 
daughter on her own and going to 
school part-time, she impressed her 
boss so much with her work that she 
was given a small raise. And then, Jen-
nifer ran into a big problem. With the 
raise that she got, she could no longer 
qualify for assistance with the Illinois 
child care program that she had been 
using. She literally had such a dra-
matic shift in what she had to pay for 
her daughter’s child care, it went from 
$2,000 to $9,000 a year just by that small 
increase in her salary, and that small 
increase in her salary caused the $9,000 
that she then had to pay, that was 40 
percent of her salary, just from the 
small raise that she got. Her only op-
tion at that point was to send her 5- 
year-old daughter to live with the 
girl’s father a couple of hours away in 
Indiana. So she had to either give up 
her job or give up her daughter. But if 
she gave up her job, she wouldn’t be 
able to care for her daughter, Mr. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:20 Apr 15, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K14AP7.067 H14APPT1cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

75
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2259 April 14, 2008 
Speaker. So obviously this is a situa-
tion that was not working. 

So Jennifer, this is just so sad, she 
had to go back to her boss and actually 
ask him for a demotion. She had to ask 
him to cut her pay by about $100 per 
paycheck so that she could be eligible 
for the subsidized child care again so 
that she could get her daughter back. 
That was the choice that she was faced 
with, and it was just awful. I can’t even 
imagine. That meant that her income 
would again qualify for the child care 
assistance, and then she immediately 
applied for it. 

So the transition from paying a co-
payment to paying the full cost of care 
is what Illinois Action for Children 
calls ‘‘the cliff.’’ People like Jennifer, 
they fall off the cliff. And we actually 
penalize people like Jennifer who work 
hard to try to get ahead. We tell them 
no, you can’t work your way up. 

We can’t continue to hold these peo-
ple back. We have got to make sure 
that we help these people pursue these 
dreams, advance themselves, be able to 
improve the quality of their children’s 
education, improve their own lot in life 
and their family’s lot in life, not give 
them a choice between giving up their 
children or pursuing a better oppor-
tunity in life. 

And Ms. CLARKE, the National Wom-
en’s Law Center says that only one in 
seven U.S. children are eligible for Fed-
eral child care help; only one in seven 
of those kids get it. And in the view of 
the National Women’s Law Center, all 
these programs for Head Start and 
child care have never been fully funded 
by the Federal Government. 

I would be happy to yield to the gen-
tlewoman. Thank you for joining us 
today. 

Ms. CLARKE. I want to thank the 
gentlewoman from Florida, Ms. DEBBIE 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for her leader-
ship on this issue, and at the advent of 
the Week of the Young Child, that we 
would take this time to really put 
things in focus. 

You know, every time I go home to 
my district on the weekends there is a 
particular constituent of mine that no 
matter where he sees me, we say some-
thing to each other. He started this 
when I was running for office. And he 
said to me, ‘‘Yvette, if you ever get 
elected, remember the children.’’ 
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Every time I run into the gentleman, 
he says the same thing to me over and 
over, and now that’s how we greet each 
other: ‘‘Remember the children.’’ And 
while we’re going through all of the 
challenges that we are facing in day-to- 
day life as adults, remembering the 
children is probably the most poignant 
message that we could give to this ad-
ministration and, quite frankly, give to 
our constituencies and to this Nation. 
The investment we make in our young-
est, most vulnerable today will be the 
difference in where this Nation will be 
in the next decade, the next score, the 
next 100 years. And the short- 

sightedness for so long in providing the 
real resource and support that our fam-
ilies need, that our parents need, that 
our mothers need, to give their chil-
dren really what I believe they should 
be entitled to, because as you’ve stated 
already this evening, the science point 
to it. The earlier that we begin the 
education process for our children, the 
more advantaged they are. In commu-
nities of color, that means closing the 
gap, the achievement gap. We know 
this. It’s well documented. Science 
backs it up. Yet the will, the will to 
really address this issue is really what 
we are addressing this evening. 

And when we think about the fact 
that we were innovative enough to 
know that creating a Child Care and 
Development Block Grant was impor-
tant, that’s fluff with no substance 
when there’s no funding to it. 

And I have been very fortunate. I 
kind of grew up in the day care move-
ment. Many people know my mother as 
a former councilwoman. But even prior 
to that, she started her career, one 
part of her career, let me put it that 
way, because she is the renaissance 
woman, but one of my earliest recollec-
tions of my mom and the work that she 
did was being a teacher’s aide in a 
classroom in an early childhood edu-
cation center. Some people call them 
day care centers. But I saw the cer-
tified teachers in the classroom. I saw 
the nutritious meals, the educational 
curricula that were developed just for 
these students. So I know better. I 
know that these are early childhood 
education. 

She worked her way up from being a 
teacher’s aide to an assistant teacher 
and then to a full class teacher. She 
then went on to become a day care di-
rector and then became a supervisor of 
several day care centers within our 
city’s extensive child care system. 

So the thousands, if not tens of thou-
sands of lives that I’ve seen personally 
touched by an early childhood edu-
cation experience, we can’t put a dollar 
figure on it. These are young people 
who I run into today that say, ‘‘I used 
to go to your mom’s day care; I’m now 
a doctor.’’ ‘‘I used to in your mom’s 
day care; I’m now a teacher.’’ ‘‘I used 
to be in your mom’s day care; can I 
write you a check?’’ I’m like, all right, 
that’s really worth it. That’s really 
worth it. 

And I make light of it, but it’s really 
up to us, the 110th Congress, to really 
push the envelope where this is con-
cerned. This is where the rubber meets 
the road. We find ourselves in some 
really challenging times when it comes 
to workforce, workforce demands, the 
individuals who will be future employ-
ees. And we have talked about the 
challenge of our public school systems 
and truly adequately educating our 
students and our scholars when we 
have this opportunity right now to 
make it clear that we do stand for the 
education of our children. We do stand 
for providing for young children this 
opportunity to get that head start in 
life. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Re-
claiming my time, you made a ref-
erence to your mom and the wonderful 
quality of care that she provided to the 
children that she cared for over the 
years. And then, of course, she made 
hiring decisions as she moved up the 
ladder and became a child care direc-
tor. Your comments about your mom’s 
involvement with improving the lives 
of children in those programs made me 
think about finding the information on 
providers’ salaries because it is horren-
dous that we are actually cutting the 
funding for these programs for the kids 
themselves and that only one in seven 
kids are eligible. But listen to the sta-
tistics about how much the providers, 
the teachers, are actually paid: 

The average Head Start teacher’s sal-
ary, and, now, that’s Head Start, not 
child care. We are talking about two 
separate programs here tonight so that 
people understand me because these 
acronyms get thrown around a whole 
lot in Washington. We have the Head 
Start program, which is the high-qual-
ity education program that subsidizes 
and provides high-quality preschool 
education for young kids who are in-
come eligible, and then there’s the 
Child Care and Development Block 
Grant program, which is a subsidized 
child care program that is funded 
around the States and there’s a Fed-
eral-State match for. 

So the average Head Start teacher’s 
salary varies by the teacher’s edu-
cation. So if you have what’s called a 
child development associate’s, which is 
the first rung on the ladder in terms of 
an education credential, not a certified 
teacher but you have a lot of hours of 
course work that you’ve taken, an av-
erage Head Start teacher with a CDA 
gets paid about $21,000. If you have an 
associate’s degree, so now you’ve got a 
2-year college degree, you get $22,500. If 
you have a baccalaureate degree, that 
is a full-blown college degree, you 
make about $27,000 in the Head Start 
program. Now, the average teacher’s 
salary, who also get hired with a bacca-
laureate degree, is about $48,000, 
$49,000. So a Head Start teacher, de-
pending on their education credential, 
makes between $21,000 and $27,000 a 
year. I mean that is just unbelievable. 

Ms. CLARKE. It really is, if the gen-
tleman will yield. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Abso-
lutely. I just wanted to insert that. 

Ms. CLARKE. I think it’s a very im-
portant point because one of the chal-
lenges that our very extensive public 
day care system is experiencing in the 
city of New York is the stress between 
being a certified teacher in the public 
day care center, the salaries received 
there, versus maybe a couple more 
course credits and going into the 
straight into the public schools that 
calling for more teachers, more quali-
fied teachers, certified teachers, and so 
we see a bleeding of the system. We 
went through a very extensive time of 
advocacy, activism to really mobilize 
for early childhood education, for day 
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care, for working parents, for working 
mothers, and now we are seeing an ero-
sion, all a reaction to a lot of what we 
have seen in terms of the cuts. So in 
New York City, where we have had this 
longstanding system of over 330 day 
care centers throughout the five bor-
oughs that employ almost 6,000 care-
givers, we’re seeing day care closings. 

And that doesn’t mean the demand is 
gone. The demand continues. The wait-
ing list continues in perpetuity. There 
will be some children who won’t get 
this opportunity. They will be dis-
advantaged. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. It’s 
not that the need is not there. 

Ms. CLARKE. That’s right. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Is it 

really that if the funding is not there, 
then these centers can’t afford to stay 
open? 

Ms. CLARKE. That’s right. So there 
are some real challenges that we have 
to look squarely in the eye. And we 
have to ask ourselves what about the 
children? How are we preparing our-
selves to sacrifice as a society to make 
sure that in 10 years, in 20 years, in 30 
years, we are one of the most competi-
tive nations in the world? We’re strug-
gling with those answers and trying to 
balance it all out now, but it begins 
with an investment that we make in 
our young. 

And what we are seeing in terms of 
these cuts and in terms of the rhetoric 
coming from the Bush Administration 
do not bode well, notwithstanding all 
of what we hear about his care and his 
concern for the families of our Nation. 

Put the money for the mouth is. 
That’s what I say. Put the money 
where the mouth is. We want to expand 
and institutionalize early childhood 
education so that the United States is, 
indeed, the most competitive when it 
comes to development of our scientists 
and development of our engineers and 
development of those who will have to 
compete globally as our economy con-
tinues to morph with young scholars 
coming from other nations who have 
decided, notwithstanding their GDPs, 
to invest in the education of their chil-
dren. 

And so I just wanted to stop in and 
share some of my experience with you, 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and to say to 
my colleagues that we have to stand 
up. This is a critical issue, and as we 
reflect on the week of the young child, 
it is important that we not forget that 
they come from a community of fami-
lies, and those families are struggling. 
They need to be able to be at the job on 
time. They need to be able to know 
that their children are safe and in a 
wholesome environment while they are 
at work. And that’s what these child 
care centers and these early childhood 
education environments create for the 
children and for their parents: a sense 
of relief and a sense of well-being both 
for the child and the family. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Abso-
lutely. And I want to thank you so 
much for coming down and joining me 
tonight. 

What we have been trying to do is 
highlight the consequences to these 
horrendous policymaking decisions. 
And I talked about Jennifer a few min-
utes ago and what her situation is like. 
Some of my colleagues from the var-
ious States that are represented on 
this chart mentioned their own States’ 
statistics this evening. But I want to 
give a fuller picture of what the real 
consequences are to not funding ade-
quately Head Start and Child Care and 
Development Block Grants. So this is 
what it looks like in my State, Ms. 
CLARKE: In my State of Florida, nearly 
45,000 children are standing in line for 
child care. In other words, we have got 
almost 45,000 kids in my State who are 
eligible for child care, but they can’t 
get it because we’re not funding it ade-
quately, I mean simply because we are 
not providing enough funds. 

I mean what are we spending it on? 
What is more important? Like you 
said, the gentleman that you said says 
the same refrain every single time, ‘‘re-
member the children,’’ that’s what it is 
all about. 

I remember being pregnant with my 
twins and people telling me throughout 
my pregnancy, Oh, DEBBIE, you’re life 
is going to change. Just wait. You’re 
not going to believe it. You never 
imagined that you could care about 
something so much as when you give 
birth to your kids. And you sort of nod 
and smile, and you tell them, sure, you 
can imagine what it’s going to be like. 
Well, you can’t imagine. You can’t 
imagine what it’s going to be like until 
you have them. And that’s what every-
body tells you. You can’t imagine that 
you could care and love something 
more than when you give birth to your 
children. And you would do anything 
to make sure that they were okay, that 
they had the best possible life that 
they could have. 

And when parents who are struggling 
to make sure that they can put food on 
the table, that they can pay the mort-
gage, not have the house foreclosed on, 
make sure that they can have time to 
go to their job, but, at the same time, 
have a high-quality child care situa-
tion so that they don’t have to worry 
about the one or two or three or how-
ever many kids they have that they 
care more about than anything in the 
world, what it is this administration 
doing? Cutting the funding for our 
most precious resource. 

So it’s not just Florida. It’s not just 
New York. There are 207,000 kids in 
California on a waiting list. 

How about Georgia? Georgia, Ms. 
CLARKE, that actually has a pre-K pro-
gram funded by the lottery, which is 
supposed to provide a pre-K education 
to all the 4 year olds in that State, and 
there are only 6 million people in the 
State of Georgia as it is, there are 
24,808, almost 25,000 kids on the waiting 
list for child care that they qualify for. 
In North Carolina almost 18,000 kids 
are on the waiting list, 15,000 in Texas, 
207,000 in California. Those are kids 
that don’t have access to child care 
who are eligible. 

b 2130 
Nationwide, it is 365,604 children who 

are waiting in line for child care. And 
what do those parents do? What do 
they do? They have to choose between 
working. If they don’t work, how are 
they going to put food on the table? 
How are they going to be able to live? 
Many of these parents have to choose 
between whether they are going to be 
able to hold on to their children or not. 
The angst that I feel in my heart even 
thinking about having to make a 
choice like that. There is no one that 
should have to make that choice. And 
that the government, their own gov-
ernment, would deprive them of the 
ability to care for their kids is just 
mind-boggling. 

Ms. CLARKE. Would the gentle-
woman yield a moment? Just think 
about the mobility of a family that is 
unable to have their child care sub-
sidized, the time that it will take for 
them to be able to gain firm footing 
once their children now get into public 
schools. And then the challenges they 
may face with learning deficits, quite 
frankly, because there are children of 
means who are being given an oppor-
tunity to be in stimulating learning 
environments when some working class 
parents just can’t afford it. And with-
out the support that we can give, we 
are really handicapping. We are really 
tying the arms of these families and 
these communities. And we know that 
if we just give people a chance in this 
society, they can make the best of it. 
And that can make a difference from 
one generation to the next. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Abso-
lutely. And let’s show people what we 
mean. And I know you have seen this 
information before. What we are talk-
ing about, when you describe the dif-
ference between a parent who can’t de-
cide to bring their child to a child care 
program because there is no money, 
they can’t afford to pay for it, the Fed-
eral Government is slashing the fund-
ing for it so they don’t have a slot 
funded for their child, even though 
they are eligible, what happens, like 
you said, is that you have the parents 
who can afford it when those kids get 
to public school, they have already 
been through several years of pre-
kindergarten, and they arrive at school 
and start kindergarten at 5 years old 
ready to learn, which is what the goal 
of Head Start and these child care pro-
grams is. The Federal funding that we 
provide is designed to make sure those 
children get to school ready to learn. 

And this is the correlation of funding 
from the Federal Government for child 
care and Head Start and brain develop-
ment. We are literally funding it in the 
opposite direction from the way the 
brain grows and develops and when we 
provide funding. So here is when you 
have the most brain growth, and the 
most rapid brain growth and the most 
important point in a child’s life for 
that brain growth, and we are funding 
it the most when we are well beyond 
the points that the child’s brain 
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growth has not ceased, but certainly 
when it has slowed. 

This chart should be inversed. We 
should be funding the highest percent-
age when the child’s brain is devel-
oping at its earliest point between 
birth and 5 years old. But we are doing 
the opposite. It makes absolutely no 
sense. It really boggles my mind. 

And that hurts. We are talking about 
real kids. I brought pictures of real 
children who are impacted by these de-
cisions because I think we have to re-
member what we are talking about 
here. So often when we have discus-
sions on the floor here, it becomes easy 
to become desensitized to the fact that 
we are talking about real people. These 
are real children who are being cared 
for. And I am going to tell their story 
in a little bit. But look at these beau-
tiful children. And this is their care-
giver. And I’m going to tell their story 
in a couple of minutes. But I just don’t 
think it can be forgotten that every 
funding cut, every decision we make 
like this affects one of these precious 
babies. And I just can’t even imagine 
how there is no heart in the White 
House. Although I shouldn’t be shocked 
after almost 8 years of this administra-
tion. It is just unbelievable. We have 
got to make sure, and the reason that 
we are here tonight during the Week of 
the Young Child, is we have to make 
sure that we push in the next fiscal 
year, in fiscal year 2009, for an increase 
in Child Care and Development Block 
Grant funding the Head Start program. 
And Democrats have been fighting to 
make sure that we do that. We passed 
a wonderful Head Start bill. We have 
got to make sure that we reverse the 
lost ground that has occurred after 7 
years of flat funding from this adminis-
tration. 

Ms. CLARKE. Would the gentle-
woman yield a moment? It is an imper-
ative. As I have said, since I’ve been on 
the Hill these past 15 months and have 
looked just about every crisis in the 
eye from mortgage foreclosure to the 
war in Iraq to you name it, education, 
health care, it all points back to the 
fact that we are at a specific juncture 
in our Nation’s history that requires 
courage. And that means the courage 
to make the proper investments for the 
growth and development of our Nation. 

There is no more worthy an invest-
ment for us to make than in these chil-
dren, than our children, our Nation’s 
children. They will be inheriting from 
us a millstone around their ankles if 
we don’t do right by them today. 

With the challenges that we are fac-
ing in terms of the debt build-up in this 
Nation, it is going to take a whole 
group of really smart people, really in-
telligent folk, who use the ingenuity of 
who we are as Americans to take us to 
the next level. That investment starts 
now. You can’t invest it in me. It’s too 
late for me. The investment is in our 
children. 

So I thank the gentlelady again. This 
is a very important special order that 
we are here, we are at the advent of the 

Week of the Young Child and that we 
are speaking out for those families 
that don’t have a voice here, that don’t 
have the high-paid lobbyists, that are 
really working every day, and they 
come home, they hug their babies and 
they just want an opportunity for that 
baby to succeed. 

In many instances, those children are 
struggling like salmon swimming up-
stream in environments that are less 
than wholesome. And were they to be 
in an early childhood education set-
ting, they would be sure to get a nutri-
tious meal every day. They would have 
a loving caregiver that also is there to 
stimulate the growth of the intellect 
and the brain. And that is why these 
dollars that are requested, which are 
really not breaking the bank by any 
means, are so critical and can reap 
such dividends in the long run if we do 
right by them today. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. It is 
the difference, literally, it’s like when 
a baby is born, particularly to a work-
ing family that is not rolling in cash, 
that is literally struggling to put to-
gether their paychecks every month to 
meet their family’s needs, it’s like that 
baby’s life begins on a crossroads. And 
we hold the key to which path they 
will end up on. 

If we decide, like this administra-
tion, like the Bush administration has 
consistently decided during their time 
in office to cut the funding for child 
care, subsidized child care and for Head 
Start, then we are, not always, because 
there are kids that avoid it, but we are 
making it much more likely that the 
path that those kids travel down end 
up sending them more likely into a life 
of crime, potentially into an inability 
or decision not to graduate from high 
school. They end up dropping out. They 
make the wrong choices because they 
don’t learn at the earliest stage how to 
make the right choices. They don’t 
learn the basics. They don’t have all 
the tools that they need to draw upon 
to be strong, to deal with life’s chal-
lenges. This is not exaggeration. This 
is real. 

Ms. CLARKE. The achievement gap 
is real. It is well-documented. And if 
these children had that Head Start, 
had the early childhood education, it 
closes the achievement gap by leaps 
and bounds. The clock to education 
doesn’t start when we slide that child 
into the kindergarten door. There is so 
much more that goes into it. And I am 
a witness to what early childhood edu-
cation can do. I have seen it for genera-
tions in New York, for working-class 
parents, parents that by no means are 
wealthy, but we had a period of time in 
our city’s history where we understood 
that early childhood education was a 
critical component to not only helping 
working families but to giving those 
children that educational boost, that 
stimulating environment, that healthy 
and wholesome environment while 
their parents were at work. 

There is nothing worse than a parent 
that has to worry about their child. We 

hear these horrible stories about people 
who go to work and leave their child in 
a car, or worse leave it with a younger 
child that is then caught in a situation 
where harm comes to them. We need to 
be able to allay those types of fears for 
parents. And this is a win-win-win sce-
nario, our investment in Head Start 
and Child Care and Development Block 
Grants. It’s a win-win-win scenario. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. It is. 
And it’s hard to imagine what’s more 
important. Should we continue to 
spend $14 million an hour in Iraq? 
Fourteen million dollars an hour is 
what we are spending in Iraq. Yet we 
can’t come up with the funding that we 
need to make sure that all the kids in 
this country that are eligible for Head 
Start and for subsidized child care can 
actually go. 

Ms. CLARKE. Or gentlelady, how 
about $110,000 a year for a child in juve-
nile detention? 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. It is 
unbelievable. So we are choosing to 
lock kids like that up and spend more 
money, much more money, than we 
would spend on them up front to make 
sure that they get the education and 
the early start and the building blocks 
for success that are so much less ex-
pensive, but are also just the right 
thing to do. But for the accident of 
your birth you should not be in a situa-
tion where some kids are getting those 
basics and other kids are thrown to the 
wolves. We have these programs so 
that we can equalize the situation in 
life for Americans. 

Look, we live in a capitalistic soci-
ety. And that is absolutely the econ-
omy that we all support and know and 
revere. And it has served us well 
through more than 200 years. But be-
cause we live in a capitalistic society, 
it does not mean that we should be 
throwing our children, our most vul-
nerable, to the wolves but for the acci-
dent of their birth. 

Ms. CLARKE. What it is is the com-
ing of age. Our economy is evolving in 
ways that generations before us could 
have never imagined. That means that 
we have to redouble our efforts when it 
comes to the education of our young. 
We have to come up with the winning 
strategies for Americans to be able to 
move our Nation forward. This is the 
way to go. This is the way to go. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. You’re 
absolutely right. I want to tell another 
story and highlight the impact on an-
other family. We talked about the Head 
Start program. There are also child 
care providers who provide wonderful 
service in those subsidized child care 
programs. And we have had frozen 
Child Care and Development Block 
Grant funding that has led to stagnant 
and even decreasing reimbursement 
rates for providers who care for those 
children receiving subsidies. 

In 2006, only nine States paid reim-
bursement rates that were on par with 
what the Federal Government rec-
ommends. And one of those results is 
there’s an alarming 35 percent turnover 
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rate for child care providers because 
they can’t afford to continue to work 
in that field. 

And I want to tell the story of a 
young woman named Kelly Matthews. 
Kelly is a child care provider in Iowa 
City, Iowa. I want to read you Kelly’s 
story in her own words, because this is 
how she described her situation. 

She said, ‘‘You and I share something 
important in common. We both go to 
work each day with a grounded, deeply 
held belief that we do our chosen work 
for one very simple reason, to change 
the world.’’ 

And I know how many times I have 
said that the reason I do this job is to 
make the world a better place and to 
change the world. Kelly is right here 
with her kids in her program. 

She said, ‘‘I don’t work in the Halls 
of Congress, but in my home, caring for 
children in my Child Development 
Home in Iowa City. What other reason, 
aside from wishing to impact the fu-
ture, could motivate someone to take 
on a job with modest pay, no benefits 
and no paid time off? This isn’t about 
a ‘job’ for me. This is my profession, 
my chosen life’s work. And it is an 
amazing gift I am given each day to 
partner with the families I serve. 

b 2145 
‘‘I have built my childcare program 

around the ideas of community, caring 
for each other, and falling in love with 
learning. I love this work because I 
have carefully crafted a program where 
kids succeed in all these areas in amaz-
ing ways: When Claire (at 18 months) 
already knows how to comfort a friend, 
when Trae (at 5 years old) can easily 
count and set out the right number of 
plates for his friends at the lunch 
table, when Lexi (at 3 years old) works 
hard to write the names of the mem-
bers of her family, when Gus (at 3 years 
old) knows how to care for his things 
and the things that belong to others, or 
when two toddlers are already capable 
of working out a conflict in a peaceful 
way without an adult’s intervention,’’ 
what I wouldn’t give for that in my 
house, ‘‘I know these children will be 
ready, not only for school, but just as 
importantly, for life. They will grow 
into adults that know how to take re-
sponsibility for themselves and how to 
care for others, how to problem solve 
and be creative in their endeavors, how 
to keep on trying, even when it is 
tricky.’’ 

She said, ‘‘I take this work seriously. 
Approximately 50 hours a week of my 
time with children in my home, plus 
all the additional hours of paperwork, 
supply shopping, continuing education, 
networking with my colleagues, and 
add to that total, developing and pre-
senting hours of training to inspire 
other family childcare providers to 
constantly improve themselves and 
their programs. But for those of us 
committed to our professions and our 
vision of an inspired word, it is all in a 
day’s work, isn’t it?’’ 

That is what Kelly Matthews, this 
wonderful woman with all her children 

in her program around her, had to say 
about her work, and it is the reason 
that we are standing here on the floor 
tonight at the beginning of the Week of 
the Young Child. 

I am so pleased that you have been 
able to join me, Ms. CLARKE, and I turn 
it over to you to close us out. 

Ms. CLARKE. I think that your 
daycare provider has really said it all. 
I don’t think there is a dollar value 
that can you truly put on the work 
that these women and men do with our 
youngest, most vulnerable ones. And 
they make that sacrifice. Wouldn’t it 
be awesome if they were rewarded and 
our communities were rewarded and 
our families were rewarded with a gov-
ernment that responded and really put 
the funding in place, to not only raise 
the level, but to get rid of all of those 
waiting lists that we see. What a dif-
ference that would make in every one 
of our communities around this Na-
tion. 

Thank you very much for your com-
mitment. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank 
you to the gentlewoman from New 
York. 

Mr. Speaker, we think we have made 
a very strong case tonight at the begin-
ning of the Week of the Young Child to 
make sure that there is a mandate for 
this Congress to increase the funding 
for Head Start, increase the funding for 
Child Care and Development Block 
Grants, and make sure that when those 
little babies are put on the crossroads 
of the path of their life, that we send 
them strongly down the right path so 
that they can have the best life that 
they can possibly have. 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank 
Congresswoman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for or-
ganizing this Special Order. 

Improved funding for the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant and Head Start are 
integral to every child having the opportunity 
to succeed in school and in life. 

The Child Care and Development Block 
Grant enables 1.8 million children from more 
than 1 million families to receive child care 
and provides essential resources to help 
states improve the quality of that care. Reli-
able, high-quality child care supports parents’ 
productive employment and helps children 
enter school ready to learn. 

Head Start is our country’s model for a suc-
cessful comprehensive early learning program 
for low-income children. It combines early edu-
cation, health care, social services, and nutri-
tion services with a strong focus on parent in-
volvement and support and builds on the 
strengths of local communities. 

The bipartisan 2007 Head Start reauthoriza-
tion, which I was proud to have introduced, in-
cluded many positive provisions that will move 
the program forward by expanding access and 
enhancing quality. But, increased investment 
is critical to meeting those goals. 

More than 100 of my colleagues, Democrats 
and Republicans, recently joined me to urge 
the Appropriations Committee to reverse the 
Administration’s funding policies that have led 
to thousands fewer children attending Head 
Start than in 2002 and put 200,000 children at 
risk of losing child care assistance by 2009 
without increased funding. 

Whether or not America’s most vulnerable 
young children and their families will reach 
their potential depends in large part on our in-
vestment in these programs. 

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of an important program to my dis-
trict and my state which has been consistently 
flat funded for the past seven years: the Head 
Start program. As you know, Head Start is an 
early childhood program with a proven track 
record of providing comprehensive develop-
mental, educational, health, nutritional, and so-
cial services to low-income preschool children 
and their families, giving them the tools they 
need to succeed. By emphasizing parental in-
volvement, Head Start also benefits the entire 
family and the broader community. For dec-
ades, Head Start has served thousands low- 
income children and their families in Utah, en-
suring that they are educationally, socially and 
medically ready for school. 

I have always been a strong supporter of 
Head Start. After years of stalemate on pro-
posed changes to the program, I was pleased 
to vote for a reauthorization this May, and 
again in final passage this November, that in-
cludes expanded coverage for low-income 
children, increased funding for teacher and 
staff salaries and professional development, 
and strong accountability measures to better 
ensure that Head Start funds are used appro-
priately and efficiently. This bill, HR 1429, was 
signed into law by the President on December 
12, 2007. 

I have appreciated working with countless 
Utah parents, teachers, and administrators on 
the importance of the program but also on 
ways to make it stronger and meet the needs 
of the community. These perspectives and 
stories have enhanced my understanding of 
the valuable role Head Start plays in the lives 
of disadvantaged children. I believe that Head 
Start is a program with a long-term record of 
success with enrollment correlating to IQ 
gains, improved high school graduation rates 
and higher achievement in writing, vocabulary 
and social skills. 

I applaud my colleague, Representative 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for calling atten-
tion to this important program. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, it is said 
that we should judge a society by how it cares 
for its young, its old, and those who have dif-
ficulty caring for themselves. We have done 
much in the United States to care for our 
young citizens, but justice calls on us to do 
much more. 

We know that, from 2000 to 2006, poverty 
increased by 10.7 percent, leaving 12.8 million 
children living in poverty. We know that one in 
three black children and one in four Latino 
children lives in poverty. We know that almost 
12 million children under the age of five par-
ticipate in some type of regular child care 
weekly. And we know that research dem-
onstrates that high quality, comprehensive 
educational care for infants and toddlers can 
eliminate the achievement gap that exists be-
tween middle class and lower-income children. 

Together these facts highlight that Federal 
support for quality care in the earliest years 
via Head Start and CCDBG is critical to help 
young children from low-income families arrive 
at kindergarten ready to learn and obtain a 
strong foundation for success in life. Despite 
the importance of early childhood care and 
education, Federal funding for these programs 
continues to lose ground. With nearly flat fund-
ing over the last several years, Head Start is 
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serving fewer children than it did in 2002. De-
spite an increase in the percentage of children 
under six with only working parents, Federal 
funding for the Child Care Development Block 
Grant has been effectively frozen since 2001. 

These cuts affect Chicago and Illinois in 
very real, negative ways. In Chicago, just 
under 41,000 families with children under 5 
live under the poverty line, yet only 17,000 of 
these children are served by Chicago Head 
Start. In Illinois, CCDBG served an average of 
82,200 children in 2006, which is 20,000 fewer 
than it did just five years ago. 

As policymakers, we should invest in fami-
lies and children by bringing funding for Head 
Start, Early Head Start and the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant (CCDBG) at least 
up to the inflation-adjusted levels at which 
they were funded in 2002. History will judge 
us harshly if we withhold key resources that 
we know can provide essential supports for 
our youngest citizens. During this Week of the 
Child, I urge my colleagues to reverse this 
trend and invest in children. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to express my 
strong support for two essential programs for 
our children and families—Child Care and De-
velopment Block Grants (CCDBG) and Head 
Start. 

We know that early investments in our chil-
dren pay off in the long run. Early childhood 
education programs increase school readiness 
and achievement, and improve cognitive and 
social skills needed for academic success. In-
vesting in Head Start is a good investment, as 
for every $1 spent we save nearly $9. These 
benefits include less welfare dependency, 
lower crime rates, and a reduction in grade 
repetition and special education services. 

CCDBG programs also offer a life line for 
many low income families. By offering sub-
sidies for quality child care parents have 
broader employment opportunities which result 
in higher incomes, less turnover, and in-
creased productivity. In addition, these funds 
are improving the quality, as well as the 
amount of child care available, to low income 
families. 

In Texas, there are nearly 90,000 children 
enrolled in Head Start. Current proposed fund-
ing levels for Head Start in the FY 2009 Presi-
dential Budget will leave this program in peril. 
If enacted at the President’s requested level, 
14,000 fewer children will be able to be en-
rolled in Head Start in 2009. Last year, Con-
gress made many needed improvements to 
the Head Start program during reauthorization. 
Many of these improvements will not be en-
acted without a significant increase in funding. 

CCDBG faces similar prospects if there is 
not an increase in funding. Wait lists for 
CCDBG programs continue to rise. In Texas, 
there are currently 15,000 children on a 
waitlist for child care assistance. If funding 
continues at current levels 300,000 fewer chil-
dren nationally will receive child care assist-
ance by 2010. Without this much needed as-
sistance, parents will be forced to make in-
creasingly difficult choices. Many will be forced 
into debt, will choose lower-quality child care, 
or end up back on welfare rolls. 

Mr. Speaker, we must increase the re-
sources to these programs. Flat funding for 
CCDBG and near-flat funding for Head Start 
over the past decade has left hundreds of 
thousands of children without needed assist-
ance. Current economic conditions have hit 

many of our low income families the hardest. 
Now, more than ever additional assistance is 
needed. I strongly encourage an increase in 
funding for these essential programs. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, today, in Cali-
fornia, 1.7 million children under age six re-
quire childcare because of working parents. Of 
these, nearly 200,000 are served in local pro-
grams that receive money from Child Care 
and Development Block Grants. 

Mr. Speaker, you and I know that in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, most families rely on a 
minimum of two incomes just to make ends 
meet. In a time of rising gas and food prices 
and uncertain economic prospects, many are 
forced to take on additional jobs just to keep 
up. 

Yet, the President’s budget, for the sixth 
straight year, does not provide enough just to 
maintain the current level of services. In fact, 
the budget for Child Care and Development 
Block Grants falls $41 million short and hasn’t 
been adjusted for inflation since 2003. 

Mr. Speaker, like most states, California can 
illafford to pick up the slack, which in 2009 will 
total over four and half million dollars. Since 
2002, our state has been on the hook for 
$52.7 million. 

Meanwhile, the president has provided just 
a 2.1 percent increase for Head Start, a pro-
gram widely acknowledged as one of the most 
successful in the federal government. This 
won’t even keep pace with inflation and falls 
woefully short of what is needed to catch up 
to the more than $110 million in funding that 
California has lost relative to Fiscal Year 2002 
funding. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the approximately 
130,000 California children registered in Head 
Start and the benefit that early childhood edu-
cation provides to our nation, I urge the Con-
gress and President Bush to do all we can to 
adequately provide for this most important re-
source. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, thank you very much to the 
Speaker, and we yield back the balance 
of our time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. HONDA (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today and April 15 on ac-
count of personal business. 

Ms. RICHARDSON (at the request of 
Mr. HOYER) for today and April 15 on 
account of family business. 

Ms. SOLIS (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today and until 5:30 p.m. on 
April 15 on account of official business 
with the Helsinki Commission. 

Mr. BUYER (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of a 
death in the family. 

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of offi-
cial business. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-

tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material: 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. WATT, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. POE) to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material:) 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, for 5 minutes, 
today and April 15, 16 and 17. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 
today and April 15, 16 and 17. 

Mr. MCHENRY, for 5 minutes, today 
and April 15, 16 and 17. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

(The following Member (at his re-
quest) to revise and extend his remarks 
and include extraneous material:) 

Mr. COURTNEY, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of 
the following titles: 

S. 845. To direct the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to expand and intensify 
programs with respect to research and re-
lated activities concerning elder falls. 

S. 1858. To amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to establish grant programs to pro-
vide for education and outreach on newborn 
screening and coordinating followup care 
once newborn screening has been conducted, 
to reauthorize programs under part A of title 
XI of such Act, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 48 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, April 15, 2008, at 10:30 a.m., for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

6045. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Suspension of Community Eligibility [Dock-
et No. FEMA-8015] received April 1, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

6046. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Changes in Flood Elevation Determinations 
[Docket No. FEMA-B-7761] received February 
21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

6047. A letter from the Deputy Secretary, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Pro-
posed Rule Changes of Self-Regulatory Orga-
nizations [Release No. 34-57526; File No. S7- 
06-07] (RIN: 3235-AJ80) received March 26, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 
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