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been that administrations, Republican
and Democratic, have discussed with
Republican and Democratic Congresses
the timing and conditions under which
these would be sent forward. We did
not believe that had been accomplished
this time. The administration’s per-
spective was that there had not been
response to their attempts to do so.
Whatever the reasons, the answer to
your question is we do not believe at
this point in time that this is prece-
dent for the two pending agreements.

But I don’t want to by that response
represent, if we were confronted with
the same set of conditions, that is, that
we did not reach agreement on how
those agreements were moving for-
ward, that this might not be again
something that might be considered.
But it is not precedent.

Mr. BLUNT. I hear your answer and
the explanation of your answer, and I
understand that.

On the supplemental defense budget
that we talked about last week, it
would seem that during this period of
time between now and the work period
at home during Memorial Day, that the
supplemental budget will move. I think
last week it was your anticipation that
it might move in committee as early as
this week. That didn’t happen. I also
read this week that following the
Petraeus-Crocker testimony, that a
number of Members, including the
chairman of the House Defense Appro-
priations Subcommittee, indicated
that they thought that this supple-
mental would have not only extraneous
spending, but also some restrictive lan-
guage. Have you had any further dis-
cussions about either timing or wheth-
er this supplemental will get, in my
opinion, bogged down and held back by
any restrictive language?

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

First, let me say that last week, and
I would reiterate the comment, I don’t
think I spoke to when the committee
would move on it. What I did say was
that hopefully the supplemental would
be on the floor either the last week in
April or the first week in May. I don’t
think that I referenced the committee
consideration of that. I still believe
that is the case.

With respect to your second question
as to what might be on the supple-
mental, obviously it has not been
marked up in committee. There are
discussions, as have been reported in
the public press, with respect to either
language that might be appended to
that by the committee or by the House
itself. I would not want to preclude
that effort.

I want to say that it is my under-
standing that the President has made a
comment today again that what I sent
you and the dollar I sent you, not a
penny more will I sign.

I will tell my friend, I don’t think
that is particularly useful. It continues
to say from the President of the United
States to the Congress of the United
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States, which is, after all, the policy-
making body of this country under the
Constitution, “What I propose you
take, or we’ll leave it. We’ll not do
anything other.”

I would hope to have discussions on
this. As you know, the economy is in
crisis. It is very nice to give money to
Iraq. As you know, I support funding
our troops. Having said that, we have
people in crisis in housing, we have
people in crisis in jobs, we have people
in crisis without health care, and we
have people in crisis with their edu-
cational expenses. We have a lot of peo-
ple in this country who are in trouble.

We think that they need to know
that the Congress of the United States
is responding to their issues as well as
to the issues that the President brings
up with respect to Iraq.

So I don’t want to commit us to sim-
ply doing exactly what the President
asks, or apparently thinks he can tell
us to do. We don’t think that is the
process.
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Mr. BLUNT. Well, I thank the gen-
tleman for that. I would say that my
sense of that is that the troop supple-
mental should be that, and that we
should be willing to work together on
these other issues, as we did the stim-
ulus package earlier this year. That’s a
package that the tax provisions are al-
ready beginning to have some impact.
The rebate provisions will begin to
have impact when people get their
money in May, June and July.

But I think we proved, with that ef-
fort to work together, that when both
sides decide we want to make some-
thing happen, we don’t have to use the
troop funding or any other issue. We
just have to get together and make
something happen. I think that would
be, generally, the view on this side of
the House about how to move forward
on those two issues, and we can and
will probably debate this for some
time.

One of the issues that puts people in
crisis, we saw a discussion on the floor
today, a bill out of transportation that
dealt with beach nutrition. Many of
our Members thought that the Trans-
portation Committee and the Energy
Committee would be better spending
their time focused on gasoline prices,
which are $1 higher today, per gallon,
on the average, than they were a year
ago today. And I wonder if the gen-
tleman has any sense of when we might
see some legislation on the floor that
would deal with gasoline prices.

Mr. HOYER. Well, of course, as you
know, we have passed legislation that’s
still pending in the Senate. In addition
to that, as you know, gas prices in Jan-
uary 2001 were $1.46, on average, in this
country. They’re now, on average,
$3.30, so they’ve more than doubled
during the last 87 months of this ad-
ministration. We’re concerned about
that, as I know you are as well. The
public would like to have $1.46 gas, I'm
sure, back. And we are concerned about
that.
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We’re concerned about energy inde-
pendence. We all know that it’s going
to be very tough in the short term on
both sides, it’s recognized in the short
term, to do something on gas prices,
given where we are today from that
$1.46 where we were in January of 2001.

Having said that, this bill that was
on the floor today was an important
bill. It was an important bill to a Mem-
ber on your side of the aisle, and you
and I had the opportunity to talk to
him about it. It was a bipartisan bill.
It’s a bill that we thought had merit.
And, as a matter of fact, my expecta-
tion is that overwhelming numbers of
the House are going to vote for it when
it comes up for final passage.

But, clearly, gasoline prices, gaso-
line, energy independence, which is a
critical component of why we are in
the position of having to pay such high
prices, because we don’t have great al-
ternatives, getting more efficient auto-
mobiles, using alternative energy
sources, providing for renewable fuels,
as you know, I think you and I, I know
you and I were both down when we pre-
sented the President with a bill that
was signed by him at the Energy De-
partment. We in a bipartisan way
moved towards that last year on bills
that we passed in a bipartisan way.

Mr. BLUNT. The debate today, I
thought, was important and, you know,
certainly, the numbers you cited about
what’s happened in the last 7 years, I
don’t fault those numbers at all. But
we took a lot of responsibility for all of
that when we were in the majority.
And I haven’t seen anything coming
from this majority that would have
stopped that $1 increase we’ve seen
since the majority changed. I just hope
we can work together to do that. And
some of it’s shorter term rather than
longer.

Our Ilong-term energy needs are
clearly going to be met with some
long-term solutions. But things that
encourage more production here, more
and better use of the fuel sources we
have as we develop alternatives, 1
think, are part of that solution. I hope
that the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee and the Transportation Com-
mittee both are encouraged by both
sides of the aisle to get some legisla-
tion to the floor that would let us deal
with that. And I hope that happens
sooner rather than later.

Actually, the debate today may have
related more to the committee than it
did the bill, but I thought it was a de-
bate that the American people want to
see us have on the floor of the House.

—————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
APRIL 14, 2008

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for
morning-hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?
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There was no objection.

———
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

HOUR OF MEETING ON THURSDAY,
APRIL 17, 2008

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Wednesday, April 16,
2008, it adjourn to meet at 8:30 a.m. on
Thursday, April 17.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

————

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO
DECLARE A RECESS ON THURS-

DAY, APRIL 17, 2008, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF RECEIVING
FORMER MEMBERS OF CON-
GRESS

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it may be in
order on Thursday, April 17, for the
Speaker to declare a recess subject to
the call of the Chair for the purpose of
receiving in this Chamber former Mem-
bers of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO MORRIS
BLACK AND SONS

(Mr. DENT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 100th anniversary of
the Morris Black and Sons, a renowned
interior design business located within
my district.

Founded in 1908 by company name-
sake Morris Black, the business began
as a horse and wagon team supplying
contractors with construction needs in-
cluding pipe, bricks, sand, cement and
other masonry products. The company
quickly grew as the Lehigh Valley be-
came an industrial center, and by 1928,
operated warehouses in Allentown and
Bethlehem.

In the 1930s, Morris was joined by his
sons, Benjamin and Samuel in running
the family business. Under this leader-
ship, Morris Black continued to de-
velop, and in 1943, became one of the
first companies in the Nation to incor-
porate an insulation subcontracting
business.
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A third generation of the Black fam-
ily became associated with the com-
pany in the 1970s when Morris Black
and Sons entered a period of rapid
change. In the mid 1970s the company
saw a growing interest in do-it-yourself
remodeling and design. With the do-it-
yourself trend on the horizon, Morris
Black and Sons opened one of the first
home design centers that marketed
building products directly to active
homeowners in 1976.

Over time, the company has contin-
ued to expand, opening its first sat-
ellite location in 1999 and the second in
2000, and has developed a strong rep-
utation for quality throughout eastern
Pennsylvania.

This Saturday the family marks its
100th anniversary. I wish the entire
Morris Black family and company a
healthy congratulations.

———

CONGRATULATING ISRAEL ON ITS
60TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam
Speaker, it is my honor to rise in cele-
bration of the coming 60th anniversary
of the creation of the Nation of Israel
next month. I have long been a sup-
porter of Israel, and I am proud of the
strong bonds that unite Israel with our
own Nation.

Not only is Israel one of our foremost
allies in the current fight against ter-
rorism, but they have been a long part-
ner in peace, in commerce and in the
values of liberty. Israel, like America,
rose to prominence through the hard
work of immigrants, and Israel re-
mains the best model of democracy, re-
ligious freedom and peaceful coexist-
ence in a very hostile location in the
world. The contributions of Israeli in-
genuity and Israeli technology are
making an impact in the Middle East
and throughout the world.

And today, with Iran threatening to
destroy Israel and developing nuclear
technologies and ballistic missile tech-
nologies, it’s more important than ever
that people of good will, Jews, Chris-
tians and of all faiths rise up in sup-
port of Israel and acknowledge Israel’s
coming 60 birthday.

Mazel Tov, Israel.

———
WHAT IS AT STAKE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, yesterday, General
David Petraeus and Ambassador Ryan
Crocker presented their reports to Con-
gress. Their testimonies were profes-
sional, fact-driven accounts, and I am
extremely grateful for their service.

During the hearing, I summarized al
Qaeda spokesman Zawahiri, who has
outlined his plan for Iraq. The first
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stage, expel the Americans from Iraq.
The second stage, establish authority
in Iraq. The third stage, extend the
jihad wave to the secular nations
neighboring Iraq. And the fourth stage,
the clash with Israel and extermi-
nation of the people of Israel.

Ambassador Crocker acknowledged
these goals, but said al Qaeda may not
follow this timeline. They may try to
attack America as soon as possible.

The Ambassador also agreed al Qaeda
would not be satisfied with simply the
destruction of the people of Israel.

We should remember what is at stake
in Iraq. A failure in Iraq, a defeat at
the hands of these extremists, would
mean a failed state, a breeding ground
for extremists. It is the scenario we
saw in Afghanistan prior to 9/11.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

————
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to call on the
House of Representatives to pass a per-
manent research and development tax
credit. We are the strongest Nation on
Earth, in large part because of the in-
novation inspired through research and
development.

Throughout our history, America has
led the way thanks to our innovators
and entrepreneurs. Their contributions
to our society have led us to a new era,
but we cannot rest on these laurels.

Even now, people in Nebraska and
throughout our country are looking be-
yond the horizon for new ways to
strengthen and grow our small, rural
communities. We owe it to them to do
everything in our power to foster these
new ideas.

We live in a world with unlimited in-
novation, and I look forward to seeing
what the future will bring from further
research and development.

I urge the House leadership to bring
H.R. 2138, the Investment in America
Act, to the floor as soon as possible.

————

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

(Mr. SALI asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, con-
tinuing on with the remarks that were
just made, many U.S. companies are
making plans of where they will spend
their research and development budg-
ets for the next 3 to 5 years. Unfortu-
nately, this Congress has made it in-
creasingly difficult for these companies
to invest those R&D dollars with the
kind of careful planning their needs de-
mand.

High-tech companies are sending
their R&D jobs abroad to countries
that recognize that permanent R&D
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