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The Archdiocese of Lousiville also
operates Catholic Charities of Louis-
ville which offers countless services to
people of all religious, ethnic, social,
and economic backgrounds throughout
our community. The efforts of Catholic
Charities can be seen in every corner of
Louisville, giving hope to disadvan-
taged youth, assisting the elderly,
lending support to those who need help
to stand on their own, and revitalizing
neighborhoods that have fallen into
disarray.

We also have the Archdiocese to
thank for one of the truly outstanding
parochial school systems in the Nation.
For more than a century, and through
every stage of a young person’s devel-
opment, Louisville’s Catholic schools
have helped to foster generations of
great citizens, role models and leaders.

During my tenure representing Lou-
isville in Congress, I have had the
pleasure of serving alongside two Arch-
bishops. Archbishop Thomas Kelly re-
tired this past year after a quarter cen-
tury defined by interfaith outreach,
multi-cultural ministry, and a commit-
ment to social services. Archbishop Jo-
seph Kurtz now leads the Archdiocese,
and in his first year, he has shown the
leadership abilities and initiative to
build upon the incredible foundation
already in place in Louisville.

The theme for this year’s bicenten-
nial is ‘‘Serving God’s People: Yester-
day, Today and Tomorrow.” It is a fit-
ting tribute to an institution that has
always done and continues to do ex-
actly that: Serve all of the people of
the Louisville area through acts of
faith, peace and kindness.

Extraordinary is nothing new for the
Archdiocese of Louisville. Still an Ap-
ostolic visit to the United States from
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI to
mark the bicentennial is a recognition
that will be forever treasured by our
community. I join my colleagues in
thanking and welcoming His Holiness
to the United States of America, and
know they join me in honoring the
Archdiocese of Liouisville on its bicen-
tennial and thanking our Catholic
community for two centuries of faith
and service.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
am proud to yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. McCOTTER) who is the author
of this resolution.

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, first I
would like to thank Chairman BERMAN,
Ranking Member ROS-LEHTINEN, and
all of the members of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee for bringing this reso-
lution to the floor.

You know, I remember back when I
was growing up there was a movie, and
the movie was called ‘“‘A Hard Day’s
Night.”” This was at the height of
Beatlemania, and the Beatles had obvi-
ously been wildly popular and well-re-
ceived when they first hit our shores.
And yet in the movie there is a scene
where a reporter, seemingly unaware of
this, asked John Lennon a question.
And the question was this: “How did
you find America?”’
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And Lennon said, ‘I turned left at
Greenland.”

The point I bring this up for is quite
simple. Today we hear many inane
questions about how His Holiness will
be received by the American people.
How will America find the Pope? How
will the Pope find America? Well, I
think these questions are inane for a
very simple reason: The United States
understands the Holy Father because
he advocates that we use faith and rea-
son to find our way through these try-
ing times and on to a transcendent Cre-
ator.

The United States, our revolutionary
experiment in human freedom, was
founded upon faith and reason. The
Founders had the faith that they were
playing a role in divine provenance,
that they had rights that were endowed
to them and inalienable by a Creator.
And yet it was not passion alone that
allowed for the founding of our free re-
public; they also used their reason to
find their way to express how those
rights could be guaranteed against gov-
ernment, and how individual citizens
could live together with their rights to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness.

This is no different than the message
that the Holy Father brings today. The
Holy Father has said that faith and
reason are concomitant blessings from
God which allow us to find him not
only in ourselves but in each other.

So as Americans await the Pope’s
first visit, I am not saying that there
will be teenyboppers dropping in the
streets as the popemobile passes, but I
do say His Holiness will receive a warm
reception from people who have under-
stood and who continue to understand
that faith and reason are gifts from
God we squander at our own peril.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H. Res. 838, welcoming His Holi-
ness Pope Benedict XVI on his first apostolic
visit to the United States. For centuries, Popes
have provided inspiration and a strong founda-
tion of faith for millions of Catholics around the
world and many non-Catholics as well. As
spiritual leader of the Roman Catholic Church,
the Pope serves as the impassioned defender
of Catholic doctrine and values, a role this
Pope has taken to new heights.

On April 19, 2005, Catholics everywhere
were introduced to Pope Benedict XVI, and in
just 3 years, the Pope has emerged as a
vocal and effective advocate, combating what
many see as the world’s sloping trend towards
secularism. Rather than steering the Catholic
Church towards a more moderate and relaxed
approach to worship, Pope Benedict XVI has
demonstrated the benefit and need of return-
ing to fundamental Christian values. Certainly,
it is not easy for a leader to take such a bold
stand that bucks popular trends and culture,
but it is an example of pure conviction and
true leadership that inspires millions of Catho-
lic believers.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to welcome
Pope Benedict XVI to America as he con-
tinues to spread his message of faith, love,
and service in Christ. Millions are inspired by
his presence; and his passionate convictions
cast a light that all Catholics strive to follow.
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Your Holiness, it is my honor to join in wel-
coming you to the United States.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 838, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
HOUSE REGARDING CARIBBEAN
DRUG CRIME

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 865) expressing the sense
of the House of Representatives that
the March 2007 report of the United Na-
tions Office on Drugs and Crime and
the International Bank for Reconstruc-
tion and Development makes an impor-
tant contribution to the understanding
of the high levels of crime and violence
in the Caribbean, and that the United
States should work with Caribbean
countries to address crime and violence
in the region, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 865

Whereas, in his 2006 New Year’s address,
then Prime Minister of Jamaica, P.J. Patter-
son, said, ‘“Without a doubt, the high level of
violent crime remains our most troubling
and pressing problem.’’;

Whereas, in opening the Parliament of
Trinidad and Tobago in September 2005,
President George Maxwell Richards said his
country was in crisis due to the escalating
crime rate;

Whereas, in March 2007, the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the
International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (World Bank) issued a report
entitled, ‘‘Crime, Violence, and Develop-
ment: Trends, Costs, and Policy Options in
the Caribbean’’;

Whereas the UNODC and World Bank re-
port presents detailed analyses of crime and
violence in the Caribbean region and offers
possible policy responses;

Whereas the UNODC and World Bank re-
port draws on input from governments, civil
society organizations, and Caribbean ex-
perts;

Whereas the UNODC and World Bank re-
port that the Caribbean region has the high-
est murder and assault rates in the world,
with murder rates at 4 times the level of the
United States;

Whereas the UNODC and World Bank re-
port that high crime levels have long term
developmental effects on the Caribbean:

(1) crime cost the Jamaican economy
$12,400,000,000 in Jamaican dollars, 3.7 per-
cent of its gross domestic product, in 2001;
and

(2) reducing the region-wide homicide rate
by V5 could over double the rate of economic
growth per capita; and
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Whereas the UNODC and World Bank re-
port reached the following conclusions:

(1) Caribbean countries are transit points
and not producers of cocaine. Interdiction
needs to be complemented by other strate-
gies outside the region: principally demand
reduction in consumer countries and eradi-
cation and/or alternative development in
producer countries;

(2) illegal gun trafficking is a dangerous
outgrowth of the drug trade. Better enforce-
ment methods help, as can improved gun
interdiction in ports;

(3) deaths and injuries from youth violence
constitute a major threat to public health
and social and economic progress across the
Caribbean. Youth are disproportionately rep-
resented in the ranks of both victims and
perpetrators of crime and violence;

(4) although the average deportee from the
United States to the Caribbean is not in-
volved in criminal activity, a minority of de-
portees may be causing serious problems,
both by direct involvement in crime and by
providing a perverse role model for youth.
The report recommends that more services
be offered to reintegrate deportees, with de-
porting countries contributing to the cost of
these programs;

(5) some types of crime, such as organized
crime and drug and illegal firearms traf-
ficking, are impervious to alternative pre-
vention initiatives and require an efficient
criminal justice system, and therefore ur-
gent priorities for improving the criminal
justice system in the region include the de-
velopment of management information sys-
tems, tracking of justice system perform-
ance, monitoring of reform programs, and in-
creased accountability to citizens;

(6) several Caribbean countries are increas-
ingly investing in crime prevention—using
approaches such as integrated citizen secu-
rity programs, crime prevention through en-
vironmental design, and a public health ap-
proach that focuses on risk factors for vio-
lent behaviors;

(7) youth violence is a particularly serious
problem in the region, and youth homicide
rates in several countries of the region are
significantly above the world average. To ad-
dress issues of youth violence, Caribbean pol-
icymakers should invest in programs that
have been shown to be successful in careful
evaluations such as: (i) early childhood de-
velopment and mentoring programs; (ii)
interventions to keep high risk youth in sec-
ondary schools; and (iii) opening schools
after hours and on weekends to offer addi-
tional activities and training; and

(8) many of the issues facing the Caribbean
transcend national boundaries and require a
coordinated regional and international re-
sponse. Demand for drugs emanates from Eu-
rope and the United States; deportees are
sent back to the region from the United
States, the United Kingdom, and Canada;
and many weapons that are trafficked are
brought from the United States: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) welcomes the recommendations for
more effective law enforcement and crime
prevention efforts contained in the March
2007 UNODC and World Bank report, ‘“‘Crime,
Violence, and Development: Trends, Costs,
and Policy Options in the Caribbean’, to the
extent those recommendations do not con-
flict with existing U.S. law;

(2) urges the United States Government to
consider fully and carefully the rec-
ommendations in the UNODC and World
Bank Report and to take the recommenda-
tions into account when developing United
States policy toward the current member
states of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) and the Dominican Republic;
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(3) urges the governments of United States
and other drug-consuming countries to in-
crease counter-narcotics assistance to the
current member states of CARICOM and the
Dominican Republic;

(4) urges the United States Government to
increase coordination on policy development
and implementation with the current mem-
ber states of CARICOM and the Dominican
Republic to help combat crime and violence
in the region;

(5) urges the Department of State and the
Department of Homeland Security to work
with the current member states of CARICOM
and the Dominican Republic to mitigate the
negative effects of United States deportation
policy;

(6) urges the current member states of
CARICOM and the Dominican Republic to
consider fully and carefully the rec-
ommendations in the UNODC and World
Bank Report, and to take the recommenda-
tions into account, especially regarding im-
provements in their criminal justice sys-
tems; and

(7) urges the United States Government to
consider the impact on the current member
states of CARICOM and the Dominican Re-
public of the proposed Merida Initiative to
combat drugs, violence, and transnational
crime in Mexico and Central America, espe-
cially whether a successful plan will drive
narco-traffickers from Mexico and Central
America to the current member states of
CARICOM or the Dominican Republic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution, and I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Over the past decade, the level of
crime and violence throughout the Car-
ibbean basin has increased. Last year,
the United Nations and the World Bank
issued a joint report titled, ‘‘Crime, Vi-
olence, and Development: Trends, Costs
and Policy Options in the Caribbean”
which confirms this trend.

The report makes a very disturbing
finding: Crime and violence have gen-
erally increased in the Caribbean, to
the point where the region as a whole
now possesses the highest overall crime
rate of any region in the world.

While I note that each member of the
Caribbean community is different, and
that some countries are successful in
maintaining relatively low levels of
crime, the report’s numbers, while
taken as a whole, are alarming. They
document extremely high levels of
murder, rape, and drug trafficking on a
massive scale.

If the high levels of crime and vio-
lence in the Caribbean persist, they
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will undermine long-term economic de-
velopment by eroding the region’s
trade, commerce, and tourism.
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The impact of this regional law and
order would have a crisis which could
extend beyond the borders of CARICOM
states by impacting immigration pat-
terns to the United States and by un-
dermining our efforts to fight orga-
nized crime and drug trade. Regional
instability related to crime and vio-
lence in the region could also under-
mine U.S. border security efforts.

As the report points out, the United
States is part of the cause of some of
these problems, and we could also be a
big part in the solution. Our allies in
the Caribbean stand ready to partner
with us in finding workable solutions.
We have an opportunity to address this
problem before it destabilizes much of
the hemisphere and jeopardizes U.S. se-
curity.

I urge my colleagues to support H.
Res. 865 and the accompanying amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute to
express the sense of the House that the
United States and its CARICOM allies
take up the U.N./World Bank report’s
recommendations and work together to
solve this potentially devastating prob-
lem before it’s too late.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The alarming rate of crime and vio-
lence in the Caribbean region cannot be
ignored. Several countries have
reached the point of crisis, while at-
tempting to counter the social, eco-
nomic and political repercussions of or-
ganized gangs and narcotrafficking.

Murder rates in the Caribbean are
higher than in any other region in the
world, and have risen in recent years
for many of the countries in the region.
Recent increases in kidnappings have
been observed in the region over the
past few years, and assault rates, based
on police reports, are significantly
above the world average.

Serving as seemingly insurmountable
obstacles to the economic and social
progress of countries in the Caribbean,
the pervasive nature of crime and vio-
lence again cannot be ignored. We have
a shared responsibility to confront this
threat and engage in coordinated ef-
forts that improve the quality of life
for all of our communities.

The security threats faced in the
Western Hemisphere as a result of vio-
lence and narcotrafficking call for
strong action on the part of our gov-
ernment. So far, our partnerships with
countries throughout the hemisphere
are demonstrating significant success
in the fight against drugs and crime;
such as the case of Colombia, where
substantial improvements in security
have yielded positive patterns of
growth, stability, and investment.

We have good reason to be opti-
mistic, Mr. Speaker. The deadly flow of
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cocaine into the United States has seen
a dramatic decline in the last few
months. Purity levels are falling, and
retail prices are rising.

We must remain committed to de-
feating the perilous threats of crime
and violence that endanger the youth
and prosperity of our Nations today.
Together, we must tackle these chal-
lenges and strive to further tighten the
bonds that hold us together as nearby
neighbors.

I am confident that through future
cooperation and coordination, we can
continue to see success and support the
true potential of our friends in the Car-
ibbean.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PAYNE. I yield 5 minutes to the
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
CLARKE) who, incidentally, her district
has one of the largest Caribbean com-
munities in the United States, and her
heritage is from the Caribbean. I am so
pleased to yield her 5 minutes on her
first resolution in her freshman year. I
commend you for that.

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I'd like
to thank the Representative from New
Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) for yielding time,
and for his words about this important
resolution.

I also wholeheartedly thank Chair-
man HOWARD BERMAN of the Foreign
Affairs Committee along with Western
Hemisphere Subcommittee Chairman
ELIoT ENGEL, full committee ranking
member ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, and
subcommittee ranking member DAN
BURTON for their support and great
help in moving this legislation through
committee to the House floor.

The release of the U.N./World Bank
report, ‘‘Crime, Violence and Develop-
ment: Trends, Costs and Policy Options
in the Caribbean’ should be a wake-up
call for every American interested in
the security of our Nation.

As the report points out, a variety of
factors, including some for which we in
the U.S. are partly responsible, such as
a seemingly insatiable and heavy illicit
legal drug consumption and extremely
problematic deportation policies has
contributed to our neighboring Carib-
bean region having the highest crime
rate in the world.

While today the region remains a
wonderful place for Americans to visit,
and most hospitable tourist destina-
tion in the world, in the long term, if
this trend continues, it will wreak seri-
ous social, economic, and security
troubles for many of the tranquil Car-
ibbean nations.

Allowing this situation to deterio-
rate for years to come will ultimately
create a security threat, not just for
the Caribbean states, but, indeed, for
our own country, as well as an unstable
Caribbean region, and would create a
vast vulnerability in America’s border
security.

Many of the problems identified by
this report have long been recognized
by Caribbean leadership. These emerg-
ing democracies and developing na-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tions are doing everything within their
means to collaborate on the safety of
their respective nations and, by exten-
sion, our hemisphere.

Now, with the confirmation provided
by this report in hand, ignorance is no
excuse. The U.S. must partner with its
Western Hemisphere neighbors and
allow it to find workable solutions that
will help the people of the Caribbean
and ensure long-term security and sta-
bility of our region.

As the daughter of Caribbean immi-
grants, and a district that boasts the
largest concentration of Caribbean
Americans in the Nation, and as a
member of the Committee on Home-
land Security, I ask my colleagues to
support this resolution calling for the
U.S. to take up the solutions contained
in the very important U.N./World Bank
report. If we act now, we will help our
allies to reduce crime greatly at levels
before the situation becomes far less
manageable and a threat to the West-
ern Hemisphere that is, indeed, within
our global community.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 865,
“Expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the March 2007 report of the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and
the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development makes an important contribution
to the understanding of the high levels of
crime and violence in the Caribbean, and that
the United States should work with Caribbean
countries to address crime and violence in the
region,” introduced by my friend and colleague
Congresswoman YVETTE CLARKE, of which |
am proud to be an original cosponsor.

Mr. Speaker, | have traveled in the Carib-
bean recently, and |, together with many of my
colleagues on the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, had the opportunity to meet with
CARICOM leaders last year. | believe that it is
extremely beneficial to all our nations, and to
the international community, that we continue
this trend of increasing engagement and inter-
action. Equally important is that we ensure
that, in our process of engagement, that we
are truly listening and responding to the con-
cerns presented by government and civil soci-
ety leaders of the Caribbean nations, as well
as addressing our own social, economic, and
security goals.

Crime and violence in the Caribbean region
is undoubtedly one area in which our concerns
are in line with local needs. Most observers
have indicated that the level of crime and vio-
lence throughout the Caribbean basin has in-
creased over the past decade, a trend con-
firmed by a joint report issued by the United
Nations and the World Bank last year. This re-
port, titled “Crime, Violence, and Develop-
ment: Trends, Costs, and Policy Options in the
Caribbean,” found that crime and violence
have increased throughout the Caribbean to
such an alarming extent that the region, as a
whole, now has the highest overall crime rate
of any region in the world.

Mr. Speaker, it is dangerous to characterize
an entire region, as each nation is different;
however, there are some general statistics re-
garding the Caribbean Community that cannot
be ignored. While some countries have been
relatively successful at maintaining low levels
of crime, as a whole, the Caribbean has mur-
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der rates four times higher than those of the
United States. Regional rape rates are above
the global average, and three countries in the
region are among the 10 countries globally
with the highest rate of rape.

In addition to violent crime, trafficking of
drugs remains a significant problem in the re-
gion, and one that has a serious impact on
our own country as well. In 2005 alone, for ex-
ample, 30 tons of cocaine transited through
Jamaica, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic.
According to the White House’s Office of Na-
tional Drug Policy, the Caribbean Corridor ac-
counted for approximately 8 percent of the
total documented flow of cocaine departing
South America in 2004. The region also plays
a prominent role in drug-related money laun-
dering.

Mr. Speaker, these facts combine to create
a crisis with long-term developmental con-
sequences. Trade, commerce, tourism, and
social well-being are all threatened by these
crimes, and the nations in the Caribbean re-
gion will not be the only ones to suffer. Declin-
ing stability in the Western Hemisphere will
seriously impair U.S. efforts to fight organized
crime and drug trade, while instability in the
Caribbean region has historically impacted im-
migration patterns to the United States. The
Caribbean Community is one of our most im-
portant allies in ensuring our borders are se-
cure—regional instability means gaps in our
border protection efforts.

The United States must work together with
our Caribbean friends and allies, to develop
effective partnerships in search of workable
solutions. If the Caribbean is destabilized, all
of our nations will suffer the consequences.
We have an opportunity to address this prob-
lem before it destabilizes much of the hemi-
sphere and jeopardizes U.S. security.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting H. Res. 865 to ex-
press the sense of the House that the U.S.
and its CARICOM allies take up the U.N./
World Bank report's recommendations and
work together to solve this potentially dev-
astating problem before it is too late.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H. Res. 865, welcoming
the recommendations contained in the March
2007 World Bank report “Crime, Violence, and
Development: Trends, Costs, and Policy Op-
tions in the Caribbean.” | would like to com-
mend my colleague and sister from the Carib-
bean, Congresswoman YVETTE CLARKE
inroducing this legislation.

Too often the Caribbean is overlooked when
issues of global economy and diplomacy are
discussed. | am pleased that H. Res. 865
urges the United States, other drug-consuming
countries, and the Caribbean countries to in-
crease counter-narcotics efforts in the Carib-
bean region. As a member of the House rep-
resenting the U.S. Virgin Islands, | know first-
hand the negative impact that crime can have
on the economy of Caribbean islands. The re-
port indicates that high rates of crime and vio-
lence in the Caribbean are undermining
growth, threatening human welfare, and im-
peding social development. For the most part,
the economy of the Caribbean is tourism driv-
en. Safety and security are vital to providing
quality tourism, and crime is a direct threat to
the Caribbean tourism industry.

One contributing factor to the growing crime
problem in the region is our country’s deporta-
tion program that sends individuals who have
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lived in this country for years—almost all their
lives in some cases—back to their native
country, if they have committed a crime. The
individuals who learned their trade in this
country are sent back often with no notifica-
tion, many times without any known family and
sometimes not knowing the language, as in
Haiti. As long as we continue to deport crimi-
nals as we do now, we will continue to seed
the growing drug and criminal activity in the
Caribbean. Churches, especially those associ-
ated with Prison Ministries International are
concerned and actively pursuing programs to
address this situation.

Today, H. Res. 865 takes a positive step to-
ward addressing the crime in the Caribbean
by recognizing that a resolution requires an
approach that “transcends Caribbean national
boundaries.” | am encouraged and hopeful
that this report will provide a basis for devel-
oping good practices to eradicate crime in the
Caribbean.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 865, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A resolution expressing the sense of
the House of Representatives that the
March 2007 report of the United Na-
tions Office on Drugs and Crime and
the International Bank for Reconstruc-
tion and Development makes an impor-
tant contribution to the understanding
of the high levels of crime and violence
in the Caribbean, and that the United
States should work with the current
member states of Caribbean Commu-
nity and the Dominican Republic to ad-
dress crime and violence in the re-
gion.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRESSWOMAN JO ANN S.
DAVIS POST OFFICE

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 5489) to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 6892 Main Street in
Gloucester, Virginia, as the “Congress-
woman Jo Ann S. Davis Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5489

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONGRESSWOMAN JO ANN S. DAVIS
POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 6892
Main Street in Gloucester, Virginia, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Congress-
woman Jo Ann S. Davis Post Office”.
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(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Congresswoman Jo
Ann S. Davis Post Office”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. MARCHANT) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, as a member
of the House Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform, I am pleased
to join my colleagues in the consider-
ation of H.R. 5489, which seeks to honor
the life of Congresswoman Jo Ann
Davis, and the example she has set for
all of us; as an American stateswoman,
legislator, and most importantly, as
our friend, by naming a U.S. post office
in her name.

Congresswoman Davis represented
Virginia’s first Congressional District
from 2001 until her untimely death in
2007. She was the second woman ever to
be elected to Congress from Virginia.

A woman of faith and strong convic-
tion, Congresswoman Davis lived admi-
rably and with down-to-earth humility,
which is why her presence here in the
House is sure to be missed for quite
some time to come.

The bill before us, H.R. 5489, was in-
troduced by Representative ROBERT
WITTMAN of Virginia on February 26,
2008 and was considered by and re-
ported from the Oversight Committee
on March 13, 2008 by voice vote. The
measure has the support of over 20
Members of Congress, and provides our
body a collective opportunity to ac-
knowledge one of our very own for her
dedication and congressional action to
improve the lives of others, whether in
her congressional district, her beloved
home State of Virginia, or throughout
our great country.

Jo Ann Davis was born in Rowan
County, North Carolina on June 29,
1950. At the age of 9, her parents moved
to the Virginia peninsula. Despite her
humble beginnings, Congresswoman
Davis set her sights high and the ex-
pectations for herself even higher. In
1968 she graduated from Kecoughtan
High School in Hampton, Virginia and
then went on to attend Hampton Roads
Business College. After graduating she
became an executive secretary at a
real estate company in Newport News
until she obtained her real estate li-
cense in 1984 and soon thereafter,
founded Jo Ann Davis Realty.

Her whole life she exceeded expecta-
tions, so it should come as no surprise
when she ran for Congress in 1999 and
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won by receiving 58 percent of the vote
in her Southern Virginia District.

Representative Davis’ congressional
record is a testimony to her fight for
employees’ rights and fairness in the
workplace. Her first piece of legislation
raised the life insurance benefit paid to
survivors of military members killed
on duty, and she also pushed for im-
proving dental and vision benefits for
government employees, and argued in
favor of a more evenhanded system for
compensating Federal law enforcement
officers.

Our country owes her our sincere ap-
preciation for her efforts in making
public service, which is the lifeblood of
our Nation, a more equitable and bene-
ficial system.

In September 2005, our dear friend
Congresswoman Davis was diagnosed
with breast cancer and for years under-
went the necessary treatments. Al-
though she was planning to seek re-
election in 2008, Congresswoman Davis
unfortunately succumbed to the cancer
on October 6, 2007 in her home in
Gloucester, Virginia.
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She 1is survived by her husband,
Chuck Davis, a battalion chief of the
Hampton Fire Department, two sons,
and a granddaughter.

Mr. Speaker, let’s join together this
day to express our thanks and to pay
our respects for the sacrifices and bat-
tles Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis
fought in the name of liberty and jus-
tice and pass H.R. 5489 which would
designate the Main Street post office
in her hometown of Gloucester, Vir-
ginia, as the ‘‘Congresswoman Jo Ann
S. Davis Post Office.”” I urge the swift
passage of the bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, born in North Carolina
but a Virginian since the age of 9, Jo
Ann Davis set the standard for Repub-
lican women in Virginia. After grad-
uating from high school in Hampton,
Virginia, she attended Hampton Roads
Business College and became a real es-
tate agent. Prior to her election to the
House of Representatives in November
2000, she served in the General Assem-
bly of Virginia. Subsequently, she was
the first Republican woman elected in
her own right to the United States
Congress from the Commonwealth.
Congresswoman Davis served honor-
ably for four terms as the representa-
tive of the First Congressional District
of Virginia.

During her tenure, Congresswoman
Davis served on the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee and on the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. Congresswoman Davis
was Dparticularly proud of securing
funding for the construction of the
Navy’s next-generation aircraft car-
rier, the CVN-21.

In 2001, the House passed her first
piece of legislation, H.R. 1015, the SGLI
Adjustment Act which increased the
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