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we still had deficits in those years, 
which I regret for a number of reasons, 
those deficits were always less at the 
end of the year than we had thought 
they were going to be at the beginning 
of the year because revenues exceeded 
projections. That’s why the deficit was 
less. 

The third topic, I think my last topic 
today, is, we’re at a point in the con-
gressional calendar where it’s at least 
possible that, under the TPA, the 
Trade Promotion Authority rules, the 
President will send the Colombia Trade 
Agreement up because of the number of 
days left that under TPA would require 
a vote during the calendar we’ve put in 
place. And I wonder if the gentleman 
has a sense of whether the Colombia 
Trade Agreement process will go 
through the normal Trade Promotion 
Authority process, or if that process 
could possibly be shut off. 

And I would yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 

for the question. 
We all agree this is an important 

agreement, but as you know, there are 
still major long-standing issues to be 
resolved, violence being one of them, 
labor rights being another, trade ad-
justment assistance, which the gen-
tleman referred to, as another. If the 
White House does choose to send up the 
agreement, we will discuss the full 
range of options available to us under 
the TPA and the House rules. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman, 
and I yield back. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, 
APRIL 4, 2008, TO TUESDAY, 
APRIL 8, 2008 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns on Friday, April 4, it 
adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. on Tues-
day next for morning-hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 

f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ISRAEL’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. REYNOLDS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, May 
14 marks the 60th anniversary of 
Israel’s independence. On behalf of the 

House Republican Israel Caucus, I rise 
today to honor the Jewish state for its 
significant achievements over the past 
six decades. 

Israel has shared an important stra-
tegic relationship with our Nation. And 
today, our countries are working more 
closely than ever before to defeat the 
common threat of terrorism. 

Research and development collabora-
tions between our countries have pro-
duced security technologies that are 
now used to protect the lives of Ameri-
cans, Israelis, and of people all over the 
world. In fact, Israeli equipment has 
saved the lives of hundreds of U.S. sol-
diers stationed in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. And because of Israel’s desert lo-
cation, farmers and agricultural ex-
perts there have been forced to adapt 
their irrigation methods. This research 
now benefits dry weather areas around 
the world, all because Israel discovered 
a way to make the desert bloom. 

Over the years, I have had the great 
fortune to travel to Israel four times, 
and each trip has been marked by emo-
tional and spiritual moments. Anyone 
who has traveled to Israel feels a con-
nection to the people and places there. 
This is because America shares a spe-
cial bond with Israel. This bond will 
only become stronger in the next 60 
years, and I am very humbled to begin 
this celebration. 

f 

ISRAEL AT 60 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
State of Israel on its 60th anniversary 
and help kick off a series of weekly bi-
partisan speeches leading up to Israel’s 
60th anniversary. 

As cochair of the Democratic Israel 
Working Group, I want to thank my 
colleague, Congressman REYNOLDS, and 
other members of the Republican Israel 
Caucus for joining us in this effort to 
honor and recognize the contributions 
Israel has made during the last 60 
years. 

I’ve been to Israel several times and 
can personally vouch for Israel’s con-
tributions to the global community, 
particularly to agriculture techniques, 
solar power generation, seawater de-
salination, academia, telecommuni-
cations, and medical technology. 

In my home State of Texas, we have 
an economic cooperative agreement 
with Israel, which is one of the oldest 
state-to-state relationships in our 
country. Israel’s success in innovative 
programs constantly serve as ideas for 
addressing problems facing citizens in 
Texas. 

In the last 60 years, Israel has faced 
many struggles, conflicts with its 
neighbors, terrorism on its borders and 
in its neighborhoods, and led peace ef-
forts by leaving Gaza and southern 
Lebanon only to be attacked from 
these locations. 

Despite these struggles, Israel has 
grown from a state of less than 1 mil-
lion people in 1948 to a state of over 7 
million people committed to promoting 
human rights, protecting the rule of 
law, and to open and fair elections. 

Israel is truly an inspiration to peo-
ple around the globe. And I would like 
to again congratulate the Israeli people 
and join them in celebrating the 60th 
anniversary of Israel’s independence. 

f 

BOEING VS. AIRBUS 

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my strong opposition 
to the decision made by the United 
States Air Force to choose a foreign 
company for their new refueling tank-
er. The recent Air Force decision to 
give the KC–X tanker contract to Air-
bus jeopardizes our national security. 
We should not send a contract that 
could potentially be worth more than 
$40 billion to a foreign company when 
we have a viable American option. 

Additionally, Airbus is a company 
that receives European government 
subsidies. Boeing, with the support of 
the government, is currently fighting 
Airbus at the World Trade Organiza-
tion on the basis that they have an un-
fair advantage from these subsidies. 
What message does this send when our 
own government is fighting these sub-
sidies on one hand and rewarding them 
with a $40 billion contract on the 
other? 

The Tacoma News Tribune recently 
said, ‘‘The Air Force’s job was to make 
a business decision. Now Congress has 
to make a policy decision, and there’s 
room for legitimate debate.’’ Mr. 
Speaker, I wholeheartedly agree. 

f 

b 1315 

CELEBRATING THE 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF ISRAEL 

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
join my colleagues in saluting Israel on 
its 60th anniversary. And I want to also 
salute the strong bond and ties be-
tween the United States and the State 
of Israel. We have shared values, we 
have shared concerns, and we have had 
a wonderful, close ally-to-ally relation-
ship for the past 60 years, and we want 
it to continue for another 60 and way 
beyond. 

I think it’s important, at this time, 
to reflect the fact that Israel was cre-
ated in the ashes of the Holocaust, and 
that the United States and Israel, shar-
ing in common bonds, there is also a 
moral imperative for us to continue to 
stand by that beleaguered State. 

I think it’s also important to say 
that we must not put pressure on Israel 
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to make unilateral concessions in her 
quest for peace. It takes two to tango, 
and we need to have both sides make 
concessions and work together. 

Let’s remember that Israel left Gaza. 
Israel left Southern Lebanon. She was 
willing to do land for peace, but, in-
stead, got land for war. So we have to 
be very careful and not put pressure on 
Israel. Celebrate her 60th anniversary. 
And long may the close relations be-
tween our two countries continue. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ASSASSINA-
TION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, just a few minutes ago, many 
of us gathered to commemorate the 
40th anniversary of the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I’m always 
reminded that even in his death, we 
celebrate his life. 

And as I think of him, I think of the 
60th anniversary of Israel, for Dr. King 
was inspired by a land that sought its 
freedom. And so it is important that 
we honor this Nation State; celebrate 
it for peacefully living in the mid east. 

And as I travel to Israel, there are 
more people that I meet that are peace 
loving, and look forward to a time 
when they can live alongside of their 
brothers and sisters in peace. Let us 
thank them for the history that they 
have, and as well, what they give 
around the world. 

It is important to take note that 
Israel has trained those of us who are 
seeking a greater understanding of how 
to fight the war on terror, how to have 
first responders. They have certainly 
worked to be able to be a friend to the 
world. 

So, again, let me congratulate Israel 
on its 60th anniversary, and most im-
portantly, the people of Israel for its 
peace. I might also acknowledge that 
we extend our hand of friendship. 

f 

WELCOMING THE FIRST MINISTER 
OF SCOTLAND, ALEX SALMOND 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today has been historic for 
the Capitol building, in that today we 
were able, through the Friends of Scot-
land Caucus, to welcome the First Min-
ister of Scotland, Alex Salmond. This 
was a great honor for me because he 
presented to the Heritage Golf Founda-
tion an authentic golf club from the St. 
Andrews course. This was presented to 
the trustees of the Heritage Golf Tour-
nament, the members who were 
present, John Curry and Bill Miles. 
And this is in recognition of the strong 
relationship that we have of the United 

States, particularly the State of South 
Carolina and Scotland. 

We were very pleased that the very 
first golf course located in North 
America was in South Carolina. In rec-
ognition of this, we have the Heritage 
Golf Classic which is held every year, 
April 14, this year, through the 20th, at 
Hilton Head Island at Sea Pines Golf 
Course, sponsored by Verizon. Indeed, 
the money raised for this goes for 
scholarships for persons in the low 
country. 

This has been an exciting time for 
those of us Scottish heritage. Last 
night we had a reception with the St. 
Andrews Society of Washington, recog-
nizing Alex Ferguson, the Speaker of 
the Scottish Parliament. 

For me, the week began with a 
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Columbia, South 
Carolina with a program that was 
hosted by the St. Andrews Society of 
Columbia. And our church, the First 
Presbyterian Church of Columbia, is 
very grateful that our pastor is Dr. 
Sinclair Ferguson, who is a native and 
very distinguished son of Scotland. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

LET’S DO THE RIGHT THING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row is the 40th anniversary of the 
death of Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. 
King was one of the world’s greatest 
champions of peace. He said, ‘‘We must 
find an alternative to war and blood-
shed.’’ He often quoted President Ken-
nedy, who said, ‘‘Mankind must put an 
end to war, or war will put an end to 
mankind.’’ 

Unfortunately, the administration 
today seems to have a different point 
of view when it comes to war. Take, for 
example, President Bush’s video con-
ference with our military and civilian 
personnel in Afghanistan last month. 
The President told them the following, 
and I quote: ‘‘I must say, I’m a little 
envious. If I were slightly younger and 
not employed here, I think it would be 
a fantastic experience to be on the 
front lines in Afghanistan. It must be 
exciting for you, in some ways roman-
tic, confronting danger.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am shocked that the 
Commander-in-Chief believes that war 
is some sort of romantic adventure. It 
isn’t. War is hell. War, as President 
Kennedy said, could put an end to all 
mankind. Just ask the millions of 
Iraqis who have been forced to flee 
their homes since our occupation of 
their country began over 5 years ago. 

The U.N. recently reported that the 
number of internally displaced Iraqis 
has soared to more than 2.77 million 
people. More than a million of them do 
not have adequate shelter. More than 
300,000 of them do not have access to 
clean water. 

Another 2 million Iraqis have been 
forced to become refugees in other 
countries, where they’re called guests. 
And the conditions are as bad, or 
worse, because guests cannot go to 
work in a foreign country. 

Life isn’t very good for Iraqis who 
have stayed at home either. ABC News 
has reported that sizable majorities of 
Iraqis say they don’t have electricity, 
they don’t have fuel, clean water, med-
ical care, or jobs. 

And if anyone still thinks that war is 
a romantic adventure, I urge them to 
learn about an organization called Iraq 
Veterans Against the War. Recently, 
this group held a 4-day conference 
where veterans of the conflicts of Iraq 
and Afghanistan spoke about their ex-
periences. These veterans gave very 
frank accounts of the bloodshed and de-
struction that they experienced or saw 
with their own eyes. Their descriptions 
of combat are heartbreaking. They are 
too graphic to describe here. 

Let me just say that they do not 
agree with their Commander-in-Chief 
that their time on the front lines was a 
fantastic experience. It was more like a 
living nightmare that may be with 
them forever. 

Anyone who is interested can see vid-
eos of these veterans’ testimony on the 
Internet. There you will see brave 
young American men and women who 
went into the military because they 
wanted to make our country and the 
world safer. They were ready to sac-
rifice their lives for that cause. But 
when they saw the consequences and 
the inconsistencies and the horrors of 
this war, they decided to speak out. 
They are men and women of conscience 
who now oppose policy in Iraq because 
of the harm that it is doing to that 
country, to its people, and to our own 
military. 

That, Mr. Speaker, is why we must 
move forward with the responsible re-
deployment of our troops out of Iraq. 
The administration will never do it, ob-
viously. They’ve seen too many John 
Wayne movies, and must think that 
war is exciting, it must be romantic, 
something to be envied, because that’s 
what they say. 

So it is up to us in Congress to use 
our power of the purse to say, we will 
give you the money to safely bring our 
troops out, but we will not, we will not 
give you another penny to continue 
this occupation. 

Two-thirds of the American people, 
Mr. Speaker, think that the occupation 
was wrong to begin with. They’re right. 

So let us honor Dr. Martin Luther 
King. Let us honor the American peo-
ple by doing what they know is right. 
End it. 
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