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bed nets has proven to be remarkably 
effective and can save thousands of 
lives a year by minimizing one of the 
region’s most deadly diseases. 

As has been mentioned many times 
here on the House floor, the situation 
in Darfur is dire, and financial aid is 
crucial in helping to manage the hu-
manitarian crisis that is being faced 
there every day. 

While we are still working to find 
ways to help eliminate the violence 
and brutality of genocide that has be-
come synonymous with Darfur, we 
need to take a lesson from the students 
and work to help them manage the 
health and well-being of the country’s 
population. Each year, thousands of 
Sudanese will fall victim to disease and 
famine. What makes these deaths even 
more tragic is that so many could have 
been prevented by the use of the kind 
of bed netting that the money raised 
by the students will go towards pur-
chasing. 

Additionally, this week we will vote 
on H.R. 5510, the Tom Lantos and 
Henry J. Hide United States Global 
Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuber-
culosis and Malaria Reauthorization 
Act of 2008. The bill will provide much- 
needed funds that will be useful in ad-
vancing the causes that the children 
are working toward. This bill will help 
impact one of the most important 
issues of our time, helping to stem the 
spread of deadly and potentially pre-
ventable diseases. 

It is absolutely vital that the United 
States Government and Members of 
this Congress continue to decry the 
outrageous horrors of genocide and 
Darfur. And we must continue to find 
ways, as the children have, to help the 
Sudanese people survive. 

I would like to extend my congratu-
lations and deepest gratitude to the 
students of the Ulysses Byis Elemen-
tary School, and their teachers, prin-
cipals and parents for their tremendous 
efforts and their spirit of giving and 
generosity. 

I would also like to thank and recog-
nize the efforts of Oprah Winfrey for of-
fering the tools and inspiration for the 
children at the Ulysses Byis School and 
students throughout the Nation 
through her Angel Network and O Am-
bassadors program to take action and 
to do the hard work necessary to help 
those less fortunate. 

Finally, I would just like to tell the 
students of the Ulysses Byis School to 
keep up their good work. Don’t quit. I 
know that you will reach and exceed 
your goals. The people of Darfur need 
your help, and we are all behind you. I 
thank the students for the work they 
have done. 

f 

SARAH TERRY/RELAY FOR LIFE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOODE. I rise to salute the 
Prince Edward County and Longwood 

University Relay for Life for their 
fundraising efforts for the American 
Cancer Society. 

Cancer affects millions of families 
across the United States each year. 
The 2008 Prince Edward/Longwood 
Relay for Life is particularly special 
because this year’s walk will honor 
Sarah Terry, a long-time community 
activist and a manager of my 
Farmville office. Sarah served on the 
Virginia Board of Corrections, the 
Longwood University Board of Visi-
tors, and as Executive Director of the 
Farmville Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Sarah battled breast cancer for al-
most a decade before succumbing to 
the illness on December 1, 2007. Even 
while ill, Sarah continued to fight dili-
gently for the Farmville/Prince Edward 
community in many capacities to pro-
mote the local economy, outdoor recre-
ation and tourism. 

I commend the Relay for Life for 
honoring an inspirational figure and 
community leader in Sarah Terry. 
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NAME DISPUTE BETWEEN GREECE 
AND FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUB-
LIC OF MACEDONIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to discuss the 
name dispute between Greece and the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Mac-
edonia (FYROM). We call it FYROM for 
short. FYROM is located just north of 
present day Greece, and its capital is 
Skopje. It is one of the countries 
formed from the breakup of the former 
Yugoslav Republic, Yugoslavia. 

FYROM is an interim name. The U.N. 
oversees a framework where Greece 
and FYROM have agreed to negotiate a 
mutually agreeable permanent name 
for this new nation. As the founder and 
cofounder of the Congressional Caucus 
on Hellenic Issues, this is an issue of 
tremendous importance to Greece and 
the Caucus. 

All historical and archaeological evi-
dence demonstrates that the ancient 
Macedonians were Greek. Macedonia is 
a Greek name that was designated in 
the northern area of Greece for 2,500 
years. 

In 1944, the name of Skopje region 
was changed to Macedonia as part of 
Tito’s imperialistic campaign to gain 
control of the Greek province of Mac-
edonia. The United States opposed 
Tito’s use of the name Macedonia at 
that time, but in November 2004, uni-
laterally and without warning, this 
present administration decided to rec-
ognize the former Yugoslavia Republic 
of Macedonia as Macedonia, using the 
Greek name. It was a shock and a dis-
appointment to the Greek American 
community, and myself and many oth-
ers, that the White House went against 
prior U.S. policy to recognize FYROM 
as Macedonia just 2 days after the 2004 
presidential election, and before talks 

were completed among the nations 
most directly affected by the outcome. 

Along with former Representative 
Bilirakis and 68 of our colleagues, we 
sent a letter to the former Secretary of 
State, Colin Powell, expressing our 
concerns about this decision. We also 
organized meetings with the American 
Ambassador and other officials in the 
State Department. We believe that the 
name ‘‘Macedonia’’ properly belongs to 
Greek culture and, therefore, should 
not be used by any other country. 
Greek Macedonia is one of the oldest 
civilizations known to man, and the 
history of this name should be recog-
nized and respected. 

Along with my colleagues, BILIRAKIS, 
SARBANES and SPACE, we have intro-
duced legislation, H.R. 356, which ex-
presses the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the FYROM should 
stop the utilization of materials that 
violate provisions of the U.N.-brokered 
interim agreement between FYROM 
and Greece regarding hostile activities 
or propaganda, and should work with 
the U.N. and Greece to achieve long- 
standing U.S. and U.N. policy goals of 
finding a mutually acceptable name. 
Our bipartisan resolution now has over 
114 cosponsors. 

I just want to say that, in a major 
good will gesture, Greece has already 
agreed with the word Macedonia in the 
name. And they say it would be accept-
able as long as it is combined with 
some type of qualifier to make clear 
that there are no designs on the histor-
ical boundaries of the provinces of 
Macedonia. But Skopje keeps doing 
sort of antagonistic things. This week, 
they erected a billboard in Skopje that 
depicts the Greek flag, but in the area 
where the cross is, they have put in a 
swastika. I would like to say to my col-
leagues, if someone erected billboards 
with the American flag and put a swas-
tika where our stars are, we would be 
somewhat upset. 

Also, in their textbooks, and I have 
examples here, they print maps that 
show that Skopje includes territories 
of Greece. They have also printed on 
their currency the symbol of Greece; 
the white tower was on their currency. 
We have since had them remove it. But 
I would say to my colleagues, if at the 
height of the power of the USSR, if 
they started printing maps that 
showed their boundaries, including 
Alaska, and decided to take our Statue 
of Liberty and put it on their flag, I 
think we would be a little upset that 
our symbols and our territory had been 
used in such a way. 

I bring this to my colleagues today 
because just this week the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) will 
hold a Heads of State and Government 
summit in Bucharest, Romania. One of 
the major issues considered will be the 
expansion of NATO and the possible ex-
tension of membership invitations to 
Albania, Croatia and to the FYROM. In 
this context, I will submit for the 
record the March 27th article in the 
Huffington Post entitled, ‘‘NATO En-
largement—the View from Athens,’’ 
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written by Greece’s Ambassador to the 
U.N., Alexandros Mallias. 

NATO ENLARGEMENT—THE VIEW FROM 
ATHENS 

An important NATO summit will take 
place next week in Bucharest, Romania. Our 
discussion will focus on two main issues: the 
first, NATO enlargement and developments 
in the Western Balkans; the second, an eval-
uation of the Alliance’s operations in Af-
ghanistan (ISAF) and Kosovo (KFOR). In 
both of these U.N. mandated operations, 
there is an important Greek contribution of 
2,000 men. 

Greece, for over 15 years now, has held the 
position that the future of Southeastern Eu-
rope lies in its integration into the 
Euroatlantic Institutions. On the basis of 
this strategic choice, we support NATO’s 
‘‘open door’’ policy. An open door policy, 
however, must be based on the principles of 
good neighborly relations and allied soli-
darity. 

Greece supports the enlargement of NATO 
in the Western Balkans, with the invitations 
to Croatia and Albania. It is ready also to 
welcome the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (FYROM), provided that our 
northern neighbor shifts from their national-
istic logic and agree to a mutually agreeable 
name for international use that differen-
tiates the new Balkan state from the Greek 
province of Macedonia; a name that will not 
be a vehicle for propaganda and irredentism 
against a neighboring NATO member. 

Athens has shown its good will towards 
Skopje in many ways. It has supported its 
neighbor, both politically and economically, 
ranking as the number one foreign investor 
in that country, with $1 billion invested cap-
ital that has generated 30,000 new jobs. Most 
recently, we went the extra mile, or rather 
the most important mile, when we expressed 
our readiness to agree to a composite name 
with a geographic qualifier. This is a major 
shift from Greece’s initial position, which 
excluded any use of the term ‘‘Macedonia’’, 
in the name of our neighbor. 

Some have questioned our stance on the 
name issue and the possibility of a Greek 
veto at the NATO summit, if the name issue 
is not resolved by then. Some are suggesting 
that we are re-fighting old battles, not see-
ing the ‘‘big picture’’, that we are drawn into 
the past. 

My answer to these claims is that the 
name issue is not a bilateral one. It is an 
international issue, which concerns our 
broader region. Directly, or indirectly, it 
concerns NATO and the U.N. And, if not re-
solved now, it may fester to poison future 
generations, undermining stability and co-
operation in the 21st century. 

We hope that with active U.N. mediation 
and U.S. involvement, a resolution of this 
issue will be achieved before the Bucharest 
summit. 

On this issue, we are not alone. 115 mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress, from both parties, 
support House Resolution 356, expressing the 
‘‘sense of the House of Representatives that 
FYROM should stop hostile activities and 
propaganda against Greece, and should work 
with the United Nations and Greece to find a 
mutually acceptable official name’’. 

A similar resolution, S.R. 300, was intro-
duced in the Senate by Senators Menendez, 
Obama, Snowe. 

The immediate settlement of the name 
issue before the NATO Summit in a mutu-
ally agreeable way, will allow Greece, the 
U.S.’s strongest ally in the Balkans, to sup-
port FYROM’s membership to NATO and ul-
timately to the European Union, a strategic 
goal also shared by the U.S. 

A prerequisite for a proper relationship as 
allies and partners is that of good neighbor-
liness. We have lived together through good 
and bad times, we have shared tragedy, but 
also share hope for a bright future. Let’s 
leave behind the former and invest in the 
latter. 

Greece has called upon FYROM’s leader-
ship to act responsibly and show political 
courage and meet Greece half way. It will be 
a responsible move on the part of an aspiring 
candidate, a move that will win them a Eu-
ropean future, a future of stability, peace 
and economic prosperity, based on the prin-
ciples upon which NATO and the European 
Union are founded. 

Alexandros P. Mallias is Ambassador of 
Greece to the United States. 

Greece has consistently stated its de-
sire to have the FYROM admitted into 
NATO provided that they cease the use 
of the name ‘‘Republic of Macedonia’’ 
and adopt a mutually acceptable name 
for both parties. Along with the 114 co-
sponsors, we urge them to take this 
into consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

HUGE COST OVERRUNS AT 
PENTAGON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, the 
front page of the Washington Post 
today carries a story about $295 billion 
in cost overruns at the Pentagon; $295 
billion. That is a mind-boggling, al-
most incomprehensible figure to any-
one who stops to think about it. The 
headline reads, ‘‘GAO Blasts Weapons 
Budget.’’ 

Listen to this story. Government 
auditors issued a scathing review yes-
terday of dozens of the Pentagon’s big-
gest weapons systems, saying ships, 
aircraft and satellites are billions of 
dollars over budget and years behind 
schedule. The story continues, ‘‘The 
Government Accountability Office 
found that 95 major systems have ex-
ceeded their original budgets by a total 
of $295 billion, bringing their total cost 
to $1.6 trillion and are delivered almost 
2 years late, on average. 

b 1715 

Apparently, there are no fiscal con-
servatives at the Pentagon. Apparently 
they believe that the Congress will just 
keep giving them more money, no mat-
ter how wasteful or inefficient they be-
come. Of course, almost all the defense 
contractors hire plenty of admirals and 
generals, so almost all of these con-
tracts are sweetheart deals anyway. 

It is what the International Herald 
Tribune a few years ago called the ‘‘re-

volving door’’ at the Pentagon. $1.6 
trillion in total costs, and $295 billion 
in cost overruns, and this was just on 
the major systems. No telling how 
much more was wasted on the smaller 
contracts. 

$295 billion would run the entire gov-
ernment of Tennessee, schools, health 
care, roads, prisons, parks, and on and 
on for the next 11 years. 

Then, on top of all this waste, the re-
quest for the Iraq War for the coming 
fiscal year is $189 billion, or over $500 
million a day. Apparently we are hav-
ing so much success over there that we 
have to give them more money, more 
troops and more contractors than ever 
before. 

There is nothing fiscally conserv-
ative about the war in Iraq. Conserv-
atives, above all, should realize that 
any gigantic government bureaucracy 
is always going to ask for more money 
and always find reasons to justify it. 

And Congress is afraid to cut the De-
fense Department for fear of being seen 
as unpatriotic. Yet, it is a very false 
and very blind patriotism that allows 
the Pentagon to continually waste 
mega billions and allows the Defense 
Department to spend like there is no 
tomorrow. 

In a few short years, we will not be 
able to pay all of our Social Security, 
Medicare, veterans’ pensions, veterans’ 
health care and many other things if 
we do not bring Federal spending under 
some type of control. 

In a newsletter I sent to my constitu-
ents in Tennessee a few weeks ago I 
wrote these words before I knew about 
these cost overruns I’ve spoken about 
today. ‘‘Jonah Goldberg wrote in a re-
cent issue of National Review that the 
‘insight that involvement abroad fuels 
the expansion of the state was central 
to the formation of the modern con-
servative and libertarian movements.’ 

‘‘In other words, perpetual war leads 
to bigger government and goes very 
much against traditional conservatism. 

‘‘Yet some conservatives have fallen 
into a trap of never questioning any 
military expenditure even though there 
is great waste and overspending in the 
military just as there is in any giant 
government bureaucracy. 

‘‘Our Constitution is a very conserv-
ative document, and our founding fa-
thers felt very strongly that we should 
have civilian control of the military: 

‘‘Service in our military is very hon-
orable and patriotic, but we need 
strong national defense, not inter-
national defense. 

‘‘We simply cannot afford to be the 
policeman of the world, and with the 
speed of communication and transpor-
tation today, we do not need our mili-
tary in so many countries. 

‘‘Conservatives should support an ef-
ficient, fiscally conservative military, 
but it should not believe in turning the 
Department of Defense into the De-
partment of Foreign Aid as it is in 
many ways today.’’ 
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