April 1, 2008

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

TWO MICHELLES, TWO AMERICAS
& SHAME V. PRIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, an
article came across my desk earlier
today which I believe needs and de-
serves the attention of this House. It is
titled, ‘2 Michelles, 2 Americas &
Shame v. Pride.” It was written by
Michelle Malkin.

She writes: ‘“‘Like Michelle Obama, I
am a 'woman of color.” Like Michelle
Obama, I am a working mother of two
young children. Like Michelle Obama,
I am member of the 13th generation of
Americans born since the founding of
our great Nation.

“Unlike Michelle Obama, I can’t
keep track of the numbers of times I
have been proud—really proud—of my
country since I was born and privileged
to live in it. At a recent speech in Mil-
waukee, Mrs. Obama remarked, ‘For
the first time in my adult lifetime, I
am really proud of my country, and not
just because Barack has done well, but
because I think people are hungry for
change.’

“Mrs. Obama’s statement was met
with warm applause from those who
also are apparently devoid of pride in
their country during their adult life-
times. Or maybe it was a Pavlovian re-
sponse to the word ‘change.” What a
sad, empty, narcissistic, ungrateful,
unthinking lot.

“I am just 7 years younger than Ms.
Obama. We have grown up and lived in
the same era. And yet, her self-ab-
sorbed attitude is completely foreign
to me. What planet is she living on?
Since when was now the only time the
American people have ever been ‘hun-
gry for change’?

“We were both adults when the Ber-
lin Wall fell. That was an earth-shat-
tering change. We lived through two
decades of peaceful, if contentious,
election cycles under the rule of law,
which have brought about change and
upheaval, both good and bad. We were
adults through several launches of the
space shuttle, in case you were snooz-
ing. And as adults, we’ve witnessed and
benefited from dizzyingly rapid ad-
vances in technology, communications,
science, and medicine pioneered by
American entrepreneurs who yearned
to change the world and succeeded.

You want ‘change’? Go ask the pa-
tients whose lives have been improved
and extended by American pharma-
ceutical companies that have flour-
ished under the best economic system
in the world.

“If American ingenuity, a robust
constitutional republic, and the fall of
communism don’t do it for you, then
how about American heroism and sac-
rifice? How about every Memorial Day,
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every Veterans Day, every Independ-
ence Day, every medal of honor cere-
mony? Has she never attended a ‘‘wel-
come home ceremony’’ for the troops?
For me, there is a thrill of the Blue An-
gels roaring over the cloudless skies,
and there is the somber awe felt amid
the hallowed waters that surround the
sunken USS Aricona and Pearl Harbor
Memorial.
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Every naturalization ceremony I've
attended where hundreds of new Ameri-
cans raise their hands to swear an oath
of allegiance to this land of liberty has
been a moment of pride for me, so has
the awesome display of American com-
passion at home and around the world
when millions of Americans rallied to
help victims of the 2004 tsunami on
Southeast Asia, including members of
the USS Abraham Lincoln Carrier
Strike Group that sped from Hong
Kong to assist the survivors. My heart
filled with pride. It did again when the
citizens of Houston opened their arms
to Hurricane Katrina victims and folks
across the country rushed to their
churches and offices of the Salvation
Army and Red Cross to volunteer.

How about American resilience? Does
it not make you proud? Only a heart of
stone could be unmoved by the
strength, the valor and determination
displayed by New York, Washington,
D.C. and Shanksville, Pennsylvania on
September 11, 2001.

I believe it was Michael Kinsley who
quipped that a gaffe is when a politi-
cian tells the truth. In this case, it’s
what happens when an elite Democrat
politician’s wife says what a signifi-
cant portion of her party’s base really
believe to be truth: America is more a
source of shame than pride.

Michelle Obama has achieved enor-
mous professional success, political in-
fluence and personal acclaim in Amer-
ica. Ivy League educated, she’s been
lauded by Essence magazine as one of
the 25 Most Inspiring Women, by Van-
ity Fair as one of the ten World’s Best-
Dressed Women, and named one of ‘The
Harvard 100° most influential alumni.
She has an amazingly blessed life, but
you wouldn’t know it from her cam-
paign rhetoric or her griping about her
and her husband’s student loans.

For years we’ve heard liberals get of-
fended by any challenge to their patri-
otism. And so they are again aggrieved
and rising to explain away Ms. Obama’s
remarks. Lady Michelle and her de-
fenders protest too much.

Madam Speaker, I am proud of Amer-
ica for many reasons, not the least of
which is because it helped shape the
character of Michelle Malkin.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)
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COMMENDING ULYSSES BYIS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the good works of the students of
the Ulysses Byis Elementary School in
Roosevelt, Long Island, in my district.

On Tuesday, March 18, I visited the
students at the school to honor their
hard work in raising awareness and
funds for humanitarian efforts helping
those suffering from the conflict in
Darfur, Sudan. The students worked to
help achieve and support the mission of
the U.N. Millennium Development
goals in bringing aid and awareness to
health, education, poverty, and sus-
tainable living needs in Africa.

Under the guidance of educators Ms.
Hazelton, Ms. Warfield, and Principal
Lillian Coggins-Watson, the students
got involved with the national network
of O Ambassador’s clubs, a part of
Oprah’s ‘“‘Angel Network,” with the
goal of working to find solutions to
global challenges through active learn-
ing, idea sharing, and taking action.

The students worked diligently and
raised $1,100 in just 2 days to benefit re-
lief agencies in the East African Nation
of Sudan. These students made an ex-
traordinary effort to help a problem
that is very far away from them, and
their work and contributions need to
be acknowledged.

Considering the volume of money
Congress manages every single day,
$1,100 might sound 1like a small
amount, but the effort by the children
of Ulysses Byis Elementary School was
massive, considering that many of the
families in the Roosevelt School Dis-
trict face harsh economic challenges of
their own.

The fact that these students worked
as hard as they did to raise the money
that will help save the lives of people
thousands of miles away speaks not
only of their extraordinary character,
but what a terrific job the teachers and
parents in the Roosevelt School Dis-
trict are doing in instilling in the chil-
dren the qualities that make our citi-
zens and Nation great.

The students have not stopped in
their efforts to raise money and atten-
tion to the difficulties facing the peo-
ple of Darfur. In fact, since I visited
the school just 2 weeks ago, the stu-
dents have raised over $600 more and
have the goal of reaching $5,000 by the
end of the school year. They plan to
sell scratch-off tickets, hold a walk-a-
thon, and continue to collect the pock-
et change that students bring with
them to school. These children will not
let any obstacle prevent them from
achieving their goal to help the Suda-
nese people.

Some of the money raised by the stu-
dents will go towards the purchase of
mosquito bed nets, which have been
shown to dramatically lessen the
spread of malaria. The seemingly sim-
ple technology of insecticide treated
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bed nets has proven to be remarkably
effective and can save thousands of
lives a year by minimizing one of the
region’s most deadly diseases.

As has been mentioned many times
here on the House floor, the situation
in Darfur is dire, and financial aid is
crucial in helping to manage the hu-
manitarian crisis that is being faced
there every day.

While we are still working to find
ways to help eliminate the violence
and brutality of genocide that has be-
come synonymous with Darfur, we
need to take a lesson from the students
and work to help them manage the
health and well-being of the country’s
population. Each year, thousands of
Sudanese will fall victim to disease and
famine. What makes these deaths even
more tragic is that so many could have
been prevented by the use of the kind
of bed netting that the money raised
by the students will go towards pur-
chasing.

Additionally, this week we will vote
on H.R. 5510, the Tom Lantos and
Henry J. Hide United States Global
Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuber-
culosis and Malaria Reauthorization
Act of 2008. The bill will provide much-
needed funds that will be useful in ad-
vancing the causes that the children
are working toward. This bill will help
impact one of the most important
issues of our time, helping to stem the
spread of deadly and potentially pre-
ventable diseases.

It is absolutely vital that the United
States Government and Members of
this Congress continue to decry the
outrageous horrors of genocide and
Darfur. And we must continue to find
ways, as the children have, to help the
Sudanese people survive.

I would like to extend my congratu-
lations and deepest gratitude to the
students of the Ulysses Byis Elemen-
tary School, and their teachers, prin-
cipals and parents for their tremendous
efforts and their spirit of giving and
generosity.

I would also like to thank and recog-
nize the efforts of Oprah Winfrey for of-
fering the tools and inspiration for the
children at the Ulysses Byis School and
students throughout the Nation
through her Angel Network and O Am-
bassadors program to take action and
to do the hard work necessary to help
those less fortunate.

Finally, I would just like to tell the
students of the Ulysses Byis School to
keep up their good work. Don’t quit. I
know that you will reach and exceed
your goals. The people of Darfur need
your help, and we are all behind you. I
thank the students for the work they
have done.

————
SARAH TERRY/RELAY FOR LIFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GOODE. I rise to salute the
Prince Edward County and Longwood
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University Relay for Life for their
fundraising efforts for the American
Cancer Society.

Cancer affects millions of families
across the United States each year.
The 2008 Prince Edward/Longwood
Relay for Life is particularly special
because this year’s walk will honor
Sarah Terry, a long-time community
activist and a manager of my
Farmville office. Sarah served on the
Virginia Board of Corrections, the
Longwood University Board of Visi-
tors, and as Executive Director of the
Farmville Area Chamber of Commerce.

Sarah battled breast cancer for al-
most a decade before succumbing to
the illness on December 1, 2007. Even
while ill, Sarah continued to fight dili-
gently for the Farmville/Prince Edward
community in many capacities to pro-
mote the local economy, outdoor recre-
ation and tourism.

I commend the Relay for Life for
honoring an inspirational figure and
community leader in Sarah Terry.

————

NAME DISPUTE BETWEEN GREECE
AND FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUB-
LIC OF MACEDONIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to discuss the
name dispute between Greece and the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Mac-
edonia (FYROM). We call it FYROM for
short. FYROM is located just north of
present day Greece, and its capital is
Skopje. It is one of the countries
formed from the breakup of the former
Yugoslav Republic, Yugoslavia.

FYROM is an interim name. The U.N.
oversees a framework where Greece
and FYROM have agreed to negotiate a
mutually agreeable permanent name
for this new nation. As the founder and
cofounder of the Congressional Caucus
on Hellenic Issues, this is an issue of
tremendous importance to Greece and
the Caucus.

All historical and archaeological evi-
dence demonstrates that the ancient
Macedonians were Greek. Macedonia is
a Greek name that was designated in
the northern area of Greece for 2,500
years.

In 1944, the name of Skopje region
was changed to Macedonia as part of
Tito’s imperialistic campaign to gain
control of the Greek province of Mac-
edonia. The United States opposed
Tito’s use of the name Macedonia at
that time, but in November 2004, uni-
laterally and without warning, this
present administration decided to rec-
ognize the former Yugoslavia Republic
of Macedonia as Macedonia, using the
Greek name. It was a shock and a dis-
appointment to the Greek American
community, and myself and many oth-
ers, that the White House went against
prior U.S. policy to recognize FYROM
as Macedonia just 2 days after the 2004
presidential election, and before talks
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were completed among the nations
most directly affected by the outcome.

Along with former Representative
Bilirakis and 68 of our colleagues, we
sent a letter to the former Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, expressing our
concerns about this decision. We also
organized meetings with the American
Ambassador and other officials in the
State Department. We believe that the
name ‘‘Macedonia’ properly belongs to
Greek culture and, therefore, should
not be used by any other country.
Greek Macedonia is one of the oldest
civilizations known to man, and the
history of this name should be recog-
nized and respected.

Along with my colleagues, BILIRAKIS,
SARBANES and SPACE, we have intro-
duced legislation, H.R. 356, which ex-
presses the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the FYROM should
stop the utilization of materials that
violate provisions of the U.N.-brokered
interim agreement between FYROM
and Greece regarding hostile activities
or propaganda, and should work with
the U.N. and Greece to achieve long-
standing U.S. and U.N. policy goals of
finding a mutually acceptable name.
Our bipartisan resolution now has over
114 cosponsors.

I just want to say that, in a major
good will gesture, Greece has already
agreed with the word Macedonia in the
name. And they say it would be accept-
able as long as it is combined with
some type of qualifier to make clear
that there are no designs on the histor-
ical boundaries of the provinces of
Macedonia. But Skopje Kkeeps doing
sort of antagonistic things. This week,
they erected a billboard in Skopje that
depicts the Greek flag, but in the area
where the cross is, they have put in a
swastika. I would like to say to my col-
leagues, if someone erected billboards
with the American flag and put a swas-
tika where our stars are, we would be
somewhat upset.

Also, in their textbooks, and I have
examples here, they print maps that
show that Skopje includes territories
of Greece. They have also printed on
their currency the symbol of Greece;
the white tower was on their currency.
We have since had them remove it. But
I would say to my colleagues, if at the
height of the power of the USSR, if
they started printing maps that
showed their boundaries, including
Alaska, and decided to take our Statue
of Liberty and put it on their flag, I
think we would be a little upset that
our symbols and our territory had been
used in such a way.

I bring this to my colleagues today
because just this week the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) will
hold a Heads of State and Government
summit in Bucharest, Romania. One of
the major issues considered will be the
expansion of NATO and the possible ex-
tension of membership invitations to
Albania, Croatia and to the FYROM. In
this context, I will submit for the
record the March 27th article in the
Huffington Post entitled, “NATO En-
largement—the View from Athens,”
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