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own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims to date, those yet
unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it is important for
those of us in this Chamber to remind our-
selves again of why we are really all here.

Thomas Jefferson said, “The care of human
life and its happiness and not its destruction is
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.”

The phrase in the 14th amendment capsul-
izes our entire Constitution. It says: “No state
shall deprive any person of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of law.” Madam
Speaker, protecting the lives of our innocent
citizens and their constitutional rights is why
we are all here. It is our sworn oath.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
that clarion Declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core self-evident truth. It has made us
the beacon of hope for the entire world. It is
who we are.

And yet Madam Speaker, another day has
passed, and we in this body have failed again
to honor that foundational commitment. We
failed our sworn oath and our God-given re-
sponsibility as we broke faith with nearly 4,000
more innocent American babies who died
today without the protection that we should
have given them.

Madam Speaker, let me conclude, in the
hope that perhaps someone new who heard
this sunset memorial tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does Kkill lit-
tle babies, that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express, and that 12,853 days
spent Killing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that the America
that rejected human slavery and marched into
Europe to arrest the Nazi 1Holocaust, is still
courageous and compassionate enough to
find a better way for mothers and their babies
than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each
remind ourselves that our own days in this
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all
too soon each of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of the innocent unborn. May that be the
day we find the humanity, the courage, and
the will to embrace together our human and
our constitutional duty to protect the least of
these, our tiny American brothers and sisters,
from this murderous scourge upon our Nation
called abortion on demand.

It is April 1, 2008—12,853 days since Roe
v. Wade first stained the foundation of this na-
tion with the blood of its own children—this, in
the land of free and the home of the brave.

———
THANK YOU, PAT SALBERG

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to bid a fond farewell to a
long-time member of my district staff,
Pat Salberg. Pat recently retired after
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23 years of dedicated service to the peo-
ple of Illinois’ 13th Congressional Dis-
trict.

Having served as a caseworker on the
staff of my predecessor, Representative
Harris Fawell, Pat was kind enough to
agree to stay with my office—only
temporarily, she said—to aid the tran-
sition. That was 10 years ago.

It seems her retirement plans just
kept getting pushed back by an
untiring love of helping others. From
seniors with Social Security questions
to a homeless mom looking for shelter
for her child, Pat never hesitated to go
above and beyond to find a solution for
those in need.

Were you to ask her colleagues about
it, they would tell you that her love for
others is rivaled only by her love of
animals, both cuddly and otherwise. In
fact, members of my staff in the dis-
trict are to this day forbidden from
stepping on spiders or other insects
that might be roaming around the of-
fice. Pat insisted that they be scooped
up to safety and set free outside.

One time she even tried to save a live
lobster that someone had unwittingly
given her as a gift. Pat didn’t rest until
it had been set free in a co-worker’s
pond.

Needless to say, it is little surprise to
any of us who know Pat that Pat plans
to spend some of her newly acquired
free time volunteering at the Brook-
field Zoo. I expect she will also spend
more time gardening and playing
bridge with friends.

Madam Speaker, Pat is a wonderful
colleague and will always remain a
part of our team in the 13th Congres-
sional District. As she turns to new,
more leisurely pursuits in life, I would
like to wish her good health and great
happiness. I know her two daughters,
Wendy and Debbie, as well as her
grandchildren, Megan, Scott, and
Collin, will be glad to have Pat around
even more. And I thank them for let-
ting us borrow her for as long as they
did.

Finally, Madam Speaker, I would
like to thank Pat Salberg for all she
has done for the community and for
me. We will miss her dearly.

HONORING CHARLIE ARA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LINDA T.
SANCHEZ) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, this afternoon
I rise to recognize Mr. Charlie Ara, the
recipient of the First Annual Cesar
Chavez Humanitarian Award for the
56th Assembly District of California,
for over 50 years of community service
and activism in the field of human and
civil rights.

Mr. Ara was ordained a Roman
Catholic priest by Cardinal James
Francis McIntyre on April 25, 1956, at
St. Vibiana’s Cathedral in Los Angeles,
California.

From 1956 to 1970, he served as asso-
ciate pastor in five large parishes in
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the Archdiocese of Los Angeles: St.
Lawrence Martyr in the South Bay
area; St. Finbar’s in the Burbank-Glen-
dale area; Visitation in West Los Ange-
les; All Saints in El Sereno; and St.
Cecilia’s in the Tustin-Santa Ana area
of Orange County.

On August 28, 1963, Mr. Ara partici-
pated in the March on Washington,
along with over 250,000 people, and ex-
perienced Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I
Have a Dream’ speech. Mr. Ara has
carried Mr. KING’s message of equality
throughout his career.

Mr. Ara became a strong advocate for
social justice, including support for
farm workers, anti-Vietnam War activ-
ists, and fair housing legislation for
Mexican-American families living in
public housing projects in East Los An-
geles.

In 1970, Mr. Ara married. He and his
wife, Shirley, were blessed with five
wonderful children: Martin John, Jose
Anthony, Rana Annette, Dawna
Gibrana, and Matthew Charles.

Mr. Ara became the chief executive
and administrator of anti-poverty pro-
grams funded by the California Com-
munity Services Administration, the
U.S. Department of Labor, and the City
of Long Beach Department of Rehabili-
tation.

Through these programs, Mr. Ara as-
sisted Latinos and other ethnic minori-
ties by directing men and women to job
training programs. Mr. Ara also estab-
lished English classes for the Spanish-
speaking community, served as a liai-
son with the welfare department, and
sought assistance for the elderly.

Mr. Ara also wrote and obtained the
first mental health government grant
for the Asian American community in
Long Beach serving widows of fallen
military servicemembers.

In addition to his advocacy work, Mr.
Ara holds a doctoral degree in psy-
chology and has been a marriage and
family counselor for 36 years. He has
written a best-selling marital success
guide titled, ‘““The Grass is Greener
Where It is Watered.”

Mr. Ara has prepared many thou-
sands of couples for marriage, and has
made numerous appearances oOn na-
tional television and radio programs to
discuss his work.

Most recently, Mr. Ara led an effort
with the Hubert Humphrey Democratic
Club of Cerritos and the African-Amer-
ican community to observe the Martin
Luther King Jr. Holiday in the city of
Cerritos.

Madam Speaker and distinguished
colleagues, please join me in recog-
nizing Charlie Ara for his many years
of service to the community, and for
his many years of social justice advo-
cacy. He is a great man who does great
work in our community. We respect
him tremendously, and he deserves this
honor.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. DREIER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

TWO MICHELLES, TWO AMERICAS
& SHAME V. PRIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, an
article came across my desk earlier
today which I believe needs and de-
serves the attention of this House. It is
titled, ‘2 Michelles, 2 Americas &
Shame v. Pride.” It was written by
Michelle Malkin.

She writes: ‘“‘Like Michelle Obama, I
am a 'woman of color.” Like Michelle
Obama, I am a working mother of two
young children. Like Michelle Obama,
I am member of the 13th generation of
Americans born since the founding of
our great Nation.

“Unlike Michelle Obama, I can’t
keep track of the numbers of times I
have been proud—really proud—of my
country since I was born and privileged
to live in it. At a recent speech in Mil-
waukee, Mrs. Obama remarked, ‘For
the first time in my adult lifetime, I
am really proud of my country, and not
just because Barack has done well, but
because I think people are hungry for
change.’

“Mrs. Obama’s statement was met
with warm applause from those who
also are apparently devoid of pride in
their country during their adult life-
times. Or maybe it was a Pavlovian re-
sponse to the word ‘change.” What a
sad, empty, narcissistic, ungrateful,
unthinking lot.

“I am just 7 years younger than Ms.
Obama. We have grown up and lived in
the same era. And yet, her self-ab-
sorbed attitude is completely foreign
to me. What planet is she living on?
Since when was now the only time the
American people have ever been ‘hun-
gry for change’?

“We were both adults when the Ber-
lin Wall fell. That was an earth-shat-
tering change. We lived through two
decades of peaceful, if contentious,
election cycles under the rule of law,
which have brought about change and
upheaval, both good and bad. We were
adults through several launches of the
space shuttle, in case you were snooz-
ing. And as adults, we’ve witnessed and
benefited from dizzyingly rapid ad-
vances in technology, communications,
science, and medicine pioneered by
American entrepreneurs who yearned
to change the world and succeeded.

You want ‘change’? Go ask the pa-
tients whose lives have been improved
and extended by American pharma-
ceutical companies that have flour-
ished under the best economic system
in the world.

“If American ingenuity, a robust
constitutional republic, and the fall of
communism don’t do it for you, then
how about American heroism and sac-
rifice? How about every Memorial Day,
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every Veterans Day, every Independ-
ence Day, every medal of honor cere-
mony? Has she never attended a ‘‘wel-
come home ceremony’’ for the troops?
For me, there is a thrill of the Blue An-
gels roaring over the cloudless skies,
and there is the somber awe felt amid
the hallowed waters that surround the
sunken USS Aricona and Pearl Harbor
Memorial.
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Every naturalization ceremony I've
attended where hundreds of new Ameri-
cans raise their hands to swear an oath
of allegiance to this land of liberty has
been a moment of pride for me, so has
the awesome display of American com-
passion at home and around the world
when millions of Americans rallied to
help victims of the 2004 tsunami on
Southeast Asia, including members of
the USS Abraham Lincoln Carrier
Strike Group that sped from Hong
Kong to assist the survivors. My heart
filled with pride. It did again when the
citizens of Houston opened their arms
to Hurricane Katrina victims and folks
across the country rushed to their
churches and offices of the Salvation
Army and Red Cross to volunteer.

How about American resilience? Does
it not make you proud? Only a heart of
stone could be unmoved by the
strength, the valor and determination
displayed by New York, Washington,
D.C. and Shanksville, Pennsylvania on
September 11, 2001.

I believe it was Michael Kinsley who
quipped that a gaffe is when a politi-
cian tells the truth. In this case, it’s
what happens when an elite Democrat
politician’s wife says what a signifi-
cant portion of her party’s base really
believe to be truth: America is more a
source of shame than pride.

Michelle Obama has achieved enor-
mous professional success, political in-
fluence and personal acclaim in Amer-
ica. Ivy League educated, she’s been
lauded by Essence magazine as one of
the 25 Most Inspiring Women, by Van-
ity Fair as one of the ten World’s Best-
Dressed Women, and named one of ‘The
Harvard 100° most influential alumni.
She has an amazingly blessed life, but
you wouldn’t know it from her cam-
paign rhetoric or her griping about her
and her husband’s student loans.

For years we’ve heard liberals get of-
fended by any challenge to their patri-
otism. And so they are again aggrieved
and rising to explain away Ms. Obama’s
remarks. Lady Michelle and her de-
fenders protest too much.

Madam Speaker, I am proud of Amer-
ica for many reasons, not the least of
which is because it helped shape the
character of Michelle Malkin.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)
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COMMENDING ULYSSES BYIS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the good works of the students of
the Ulysses Byis Elementary School in
Roosevelt, Long Island, in my district.

On Tuesday, March 18, I visited the
students at the school to honor their
hard work in raising awareness and
funds for humanitarian efforts helping
those suffering from the conflict in
Darfur, Sudan. The students worked to
help achieve and support the mission of
the U.N. Millennium Development
goals in bringing aid and awareness to
health, education, poverty, and sus-
tainable living needs in Africa.

Under the guidance of educators Ms.
Hazelton, Ms. Warfield, and Principal
Lillian Coggins-Watson, the students
got involved with the national network
of O Ambassador’s clubs, a part of
Oprah’s ‘“‘Angel Network,” with the
goal of working to find solutions to
global challenges through active learn-
ing, idea sharing, and taking action.

The students worked diligently and
raised $1,100 in just 2 days to benefit re-
lief agencies in the East African Nation
of Sudan. These students made an ex-
traordinary effort to help a problem
that is very far away from them, and
their work and contributions need to
be acknowledged.

Considering the volume of money
Congress manages every single day,
$1,100 might sound 1like a small
amount, but the effort by the children
of Ulysses Byis Elementary School was
massive, considering that many of the
families in the Roosevelt School Dis-
trict face harsh economic challenges of
their own.

The fact that these students worked
as hard as they did to raise the money
that will help save the lives of people
thousands of miles away speaks not
only of their extraordinary character,
but what a terrific job the teachers and
parents in the Roosevelt School Dis-
trict are doing in instilling in the chil-
dren the qualities that make our citi-
zens and Nation great.

The students have not stopped in
their efforts to raise money and atten-
tion to the difficulties facing the peo-
ple of Darfur. In fact, since I visited
the school just 2 weeks ago, the stu-
dents have raised over $600 more and
have the goal of reaching $5,000 by the
end of the school year. They plan to
sell scratch-off tickets, hold a walk-a-
thon, and continue to collect the pock-
et change that students bring with
them to school. These children will not
let any obstacle prevent them from
achieving their goal to help the Suda-
nese people.

Some of the money raised by the stu-
dents will go towards the purchase of
mosquito bed nets, which have been
shown to dramatically lessen the
spread of malaria. The seemingly sim-
ple technology of insecticide treated
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