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and recognize his tremendous leader-
ship in the struggle for human rights 
since his teen years when he was a 
mere lad. We heard him mention the 
age of 15, and that’s about the time 
that he became actively engaged and 
involved in the struggle for human 
rights. 

This legislation highlights the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1964, which even 
though all people in our country sup-
posedly had the right to vote prior to 
that time, it provided the kind of pro-
tections that were necessary to make 
sure that those rights were not taken 
away, that those rights were not de-
nied. 

I also want to commend Representa-
tive LEWIS for his creative way of help-
ing to raise money for the United 
Negro College Fund. I’ve been getting 
phone calls from my brother all week, 
and I know why he’s calling me, be-
cause every year he and a friend of his, 
Jackis Casson, put on an event to raise 
money for the United Negro College 
Fund. And so he’s been calling to so-
licit me to buy my tickets, and so the 
more money that we can generate 
through this legislation, the less 
money I might have to give. 

So I commend you so much and 
thank you so much. 

Mr. HELLER of Nevada. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, this has been an extraor-
dinary occasion. It is very important 
to remember where we have been so 
that we will have a good guide to deter-
mine where we need to go, and we have 
done that this afternoon in not only 
memorializing this important Civil 
Rights Act, but using this memorial of 
the 50th anniversary of the passing of 
the Civil Rights Act to make a dif-
ference where it counts the most, and 
that is in helping with the education of 
our young people. 

We have, indeed, made a difference 
here today. I recommend this bill, and 
we feel very strongly that we will get a 
unanimous vote on this bill. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 2040 which is 
authored by my good friend from the Georgia 
delegation, Mr. JOHN LEWIS. 

Almost 44 years ago, the Civil Rights Act 
was passed into law. The legislation was a 
long time in coming—in 1957 and 1960 similar 
legislation had failed to pass Congress, and 
many attempts were made to derail the bill 
that was eventually signed into law by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson on July 2, 1964. 

However, the period leading up to passage 
of the Civil Rights Act seemed to happen in 
the blink of an eye compared to the long and 
arduous journey we have endured since. En-
suring equality for men and women of every 
race, creed, and orientation, though fixed in 
our laws in 1964, was not immediately fixed in 
the hearts and minds of the American people. 

Martin Luther King once said, ‘‘The arc of 
the moral universe is long, but it bends to-
wards justice.’’ 

So it has been with civil rights in this coun-
try. And, just as passage of antidiscrimination 

legislation did not end social discord in 1964, 
memorializing the Civil Rights Act on a coin 
from the U.S. Treasury, as H.R. 2040 pro-
poses, does not mean discrimination has run 
its course in the United States. More than 
ever, as the United States struggles with the 
problem of so many foreign born living in this 
country, contemplates the idea of a black man 
or a woman as the President of this country, 
and negotiates with nations whose religion 
and morals differ widely from our own, we 
need to remember the values inherent in the 
Civil Rights Act. 

I commend Mr. LEWIS and all the cospon-
sors for bringing this legislation to the floor 
and I urge all my colleagues to join us in sup-
port of it. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 2040, requiring the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint coins in 
commemoration of the semicentennial of the 
enactment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, in-
troduced by my distinguished colleague from 
Georgia, Representative JOHN LEWIS. 

I speak out today to commemorate the 
progress we have made in casting out the de-
mons of prejudice and discrimination. I speak 
out today recognize the steps we have taken 
as a Nation to get closer to the American 
Creed. However, I must also speak out today 
to call attention to the progress we have yet 
to make in order to fulfill the tenants of Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. I speak out today to chal-
lenge this Nation to uphold our founding prin-
ciples of equal opportunity for all, regardless 
of race, color, sex, religion and national origin. 

Though 44 years have passed since the 
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, today, 
in 2008, we are still witnessing horrible viola-
tions of the principles of this act. To cite a re-
cent example, in Waller County, Texas, an at-
tempted disenfranchisement of Prairie View 
A&M University students continues today, al-
though the U.S. Supreme Court affirmed Prai-
rie View A&M University student voter rights in 
1979. 

On November 5, 2003, the Waller County, 
Texas district attorney requested that the 
county Elections Administration bar the stu-
dents at Historically Black College Prairie View 
A&M University from voting locally by virtue of 
his unilateral interpretation of ‘‘domicile’’ for 
voting purposes. Texas voter registration law 
only requires a person to be a resident of the 
county at least 30 days prior to the elections. 
African-American students represent the ma-
jority of Prairie View A&M’s student body of 
7,000 members, and these students constitute 
a major voting bloc in Waller County. The dis-
trict attorney’s request sought to effectively 
disenfranchise African-American college stu-
dents in this area; as such, this request sug-
gested a form of voter intimidation and likely 
had the effect of denying or abridging the right 
to vote on account of race or color. Despite a 
prolonged dialog with Texas officials regarding 
this matter, relief from the pressures and in-
timidation experienced by the students when 
attempting to exercise their rights was never 
provided. This example does not stand alone 
among the long list of discriminatory acts that 
continue to plague our Nation. 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 Commemora-
tive Coin Act requires the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint and issue, during 2014, up to 
350,000 $1 coins designed to be emblematic 
of the enactment of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 and its contribution to civil rights in 

America. This coin would symbolize our 
progress, commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and serve as 
a constant reminder of the work we still have 
to do. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 Com-
memorative Coin Act would also provide a 
surcharge of $10 per coin. All surcharges re-
ceived in conjunction with the sale of this coin 
would be paid to the United Negro College 
Fund, UNCF. The $10 per coin surcharge will 
help the UNCF provide scholarships and in-
ternships for minority students. The money will 
also provide operating funds and technology 
enhancement services for 39 member histori-
cally Black colleges and universities through-
out America. 

Madam Speaker, this important legislation 
would commemorate a landmark event in our 
history as Americans. By requiring the Sec-
retary of the Treasurer to mint coins in com-
memoration of the semicentennial of the en-
actment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, this 
legislation will celebrate our history, while also 
pushing us forward into a better future. For 
these reasons, I strongly support H.R. 2040 
and urge all Members to do the same. 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LEWIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2040, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR A NA-
TIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
FOR HARRIET ROSS TUBMAN 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 310) expressing support for a 
national day of remembrance for Har-
riet Ross Tubman. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 310 

Whereas Harriet Ross Tubman was born 
into slavery in Bucktown, Maryland, in or 
around 1820; 

Whereas in 1849 she escaped to Philadel-
phia and became a ‘‘conductor’’ on the Un-
derground Railroad; 

Whereas she was commonly referred to as 
‘‘Moses’’ due to her courage and sacrifice in 
leading many enslaved persons out of bond-
age into freedom, endeavoring despite great 
hardship and danger of being re-enslaved; 

Whereas Harriet Ross Tubman became an 
eloquent and effective speaker on behalf of 
the movement to abolish slavery; 

Whereas during the Civil War, Harriet Ross 
Tubman assisted the Union Army as a cook, 
nurse, scout, spy, and became the first 
woman to lead an armed expedition in the 
war, leading to the liberation of more than 
seven hundred slaves; 

Whereas after the Civil War, she became 
active in the women’s suffrage movement 
and continued to fight for human dignity, 
human rights, opportunity, and justice; 
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Whereas in 1896, Harriet Ross Tubman pur-

chased 25 acres of land in Auburn, New York, 
to create a home and hospital for indigent, 
aged, and sick African-Americans, which 
opened on June 23, 1908, as the Harriet Tub-
man Home for the Sick and Aged, becoming 
the only charity outside of New York City 
dedicated to the shelter and care of African- 
Americans in New York; 

Whereas in 1944 the United States Mari-
time Commission launched the SS Harriet 
Tubman (Hull Number 3032), the first Liberty 
ship ever named for an African-American 
woman; 

Whereas in 1978, Harriet Ross Tubman was 
the first honoree in the United States Postal 
Service Black Heritage Stamp Series; 

Whereas the Episcopal Church has des-
ignated Harriet Ross Tubman a saint in its 
Book of Common Prayer; 

Whereas Harriet Ross Tubman, whose cou-
rageous and dedicated pursuit of the promise 
of American ideals and common principles of 
humanity continues to serve and inspire all 
people who cherish freedom, died at her 
home in Auburn, New York, on March 10, 
1913; 

Whereas March 10, 1990, was designated as 
Harriet Ross Tubman Day and States such as 
Delaware, Georgia, Maryland, New York, and 
Texas host annual celebrations that honor 
the life of Harriet Tubman; and 

Whereas we support honoring the contribu-
tions of Harriet Ross Tubman annually on 
March 10: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) supports the designation of a national 
day of remembrance for Harriet Ross Tub-
man; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to support and participate in appro-
priate ceremonies, programs, and other ac-
tivities to commemorate a national day of 
remembrance for Harriet Ross Tubman. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I might 
consume. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, 
I am pleased to join my colleagues in 
the consideration of H. Con. Res. 310, 
which seeks to honor the life of Harriet 
Tubman and acknowledge the many 
sacrifices she made on behalf of free-
dom and the inalienable rights of all 
men and women. 

She was a steadfast warrior for the 
values which we cherish today: free-
dom, justice, and equality for all. 
Without her, these values would not 
have been enjoyed by the dozens of Af-
rican Americans that she rescued from 
slavery, in addition to many more that 
she helped by her unwavering commit-
ment to emancipation. 

b 1345 
H. Con. Res. 310 was introduced by 

Representative ELIJAH CUMMINGS of 
Maryland on March 5, 2008, and was 
considered by and reported from the 
Oversight Committee on March 13, 2008, 
by voice vote. 

The measure has the support of over 
60 Members of Congress and provides 
our body a collective opportunity to 
recognize and pay tribute to a woman 
who dedicated her life to ensuring 
equality and freedom, which stand at 
the foundation of our country, were af-
forded to all of its citizens, including 
those enslaved in the South. 

Harriet Tubman was born Araminta 
Ross in 1820 to Harriet ‘‘Rit’’ Green and 
Ben Ross, a slave couple from Dor-
chester County, Maryland. From an 
early age, it was evident that Harriet 
Tubman was willing to put her life on 
the line to assist African Americans in 
escaping that peculiar institution we 
know as slavery. At 12 years old, she 
suffered a traumatic blow to the head 
from her overseer when she refused to 
help restrain a slave who was escaping. 
Due to the head injury she sustained, 
Harriet was plagued for the rest of her 
life with violent seizures and spells of 
unconsciousness. 

Yet despite these ailments, Harriet 
Tubman continued to press on. In 1849 
Harriet Tubman managed to escape 
from the plantation she worked on, lo-
cated in the eastern part of Maryland. 
On her first trip up north, Tubman 
made great use out of the Underground 
Railroad and crossed over 90 miles to 
reach her final destination of Pennsyl-
vania. Because of the dangers that 
lined every step of her journey, she had 
to travel at night, using the North Star 
for guidance. When she reached Phila-
delphia, she recalled that it felt like 
she was in heaven. Yet the memory of 
her family still in bondage caused Har-
riet to leave ‘‘heaven’’ and voluntarily 
return to the land of her enslavement. 
After the decision to save her family, 
she spent the majority of her life bring-
ing individuals out of slavery by way of 
the Underground Railroad. In fact, 
Tubman became known as Moses be-
cause of her relentless efforts to aid 
more and more African American 
slaves out of captivity. 

For 11 years Harriet Tubman risked 
her life to free over 70 slaves and their 
families. She also served as a Union 
spy during the Civil War and assisted 
abolitionist John Brown in recruiting 
men for the raid on Harpers Ferry in 
1859. In the post-war era, Tubman de-
voted her efforts towards the women’s 
suffrage movement up until her death 
in 1913. In a letter to honor her mem-
ory, Frederick Douglass wrote: ‘‘Ex-
cepting John Brown, of sacred memory, 
I know of no one who has willingly en-
countered more perils and hardships to 
serve our enslaved people than she 
has.’’ 

Madam Speaker, let us honor this 
true patriot for the courage and tenac-
ity that she has shown in the face of 
great danger and great adversity. Har-

riet Tubman deserves our utmost re-
spect and gratitude for her unconquer-
able valor, her harrowing dedication, 
and her unshakable faith all in the 
name of freedom. Therefore, I urge 
swift passage of H. Con. Res. 310. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of this resolution honoring Har-
riet Tubman. 

Madam Speaker, Harriet Tubman is 
an American icon. She exemplified the 
ideals of courage, loyalty, and commit-
ment in the face of adversity. After es-
caping from slavery in 1849, she imme-
diately returned to Maryland at great 
personal risk to rescue her family 
members and others still bound in slav-
ery. Some of the houses she used to 
stow escaped slaves are but a few miles 
from this very Chamber. 

Over the course of her years as the 
self-described ‘‘conductor’’ of the Un-
derground Railroad, Tubman led 13 
missions into Maryland and rescued 
more than 70 slaves. She didn’t stop 
with leading slaves to freedom. She 
also helped them find jobs, founded a 
community in Canada where freed 
slaves could be safe from fugitive slave 
laws, and later opened a home for el-
derly African Americans. 

Tubman played an integral role in 
the 1859 raid on Harpers Ferry, West 
Virginia. She helped John Brown con-
tact freed slaves and garnered support 
from other abolitionists and sympa-
thizers in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and 
Delaware. As a member of the Union 
Army during the Civil War, Tubman 
became the first woman in American 
history to lead an armed expedition. 
When slavery finally ended in the 
United States, she turned her consider-
able talents and energies towards the 
women’s suffrage movement. She rep-
resented all that is great about Amer-
ica: the ability, the will, and the 
wherewithal to do that which is right 
and, more importantly, to do it for pre-
cisely that reason. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank Mr. 
CUMMINGS for introducing this resolu-
tion, and I thank Mr. DAVIS for helping 
us shepherd this through the com-
mittee, and I urge its adoption. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H. Con. Res. 310: 
Expressing support for a national day of re-
membrance for Harriet Ross Tubman. I wish 
to thank Representative CUMMINGS for spon-
soring this important legislation. 

Harriet Tubman was a remarkable woman, 
whose courage, struggle and dedication in-
spires respect and awe. It is appropriate that 
the Episcopal Church honors her as a saint. 

Born into slavery, Harriet Ross did not know 
her exact date of birth. At the age of 12 years 
she refused to help a white overseer bind a 
recaptured slave. For her refusal she was hit 
in the head with a heavy rock; this injury was 
severe and its effects would plague her for the 
rest of her life. At the age of 30 Harriet Tub-
man would make her escape from slavery to 
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Canada by way of Philadelphia where she met 
William Stills and learned about the workings 
of the Underground Railroad. Tubman would 
go on to free hundreds from slavery and be-
came known as ‘‘Moses’’ for her incredible 
bravery and sacrifice as she led the way to 
freedom as a ‘‘conductor’’ on the Underground 
Railroad. Harriet was a dedicated and out-
spoken member of the abolitionist movement. 

During the Civil War she provided services 
as a nurse, cook, scout and spy for the Union 
Army, but was refused payment for her war-
time service. She became an active member 
of the women’s suffrage movement and went 
on to establish the Harriet Tubman Home for 
the Sick and Aged in Auburn, NY, in 1908. 
She worked to maintain this home, the only 
one of its kind outside of New York City, dedi-
cated to the care and sanctuary of African- 
Americans in New York. 

Harriet Tubman was a true heroine. I en-
courage the designation of a national day of 
remembrance to celebrate her life. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in support of H. Con. 
Res. 310. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in support of House Con-
current Resolution 310, expressing support for 
a national day of remembrance for Harriet 
Ross Tubman. 

I am proud to be a co-sponsor of this reso-
lution which recognizes the courage and sac-
rifice with which Harriet Tubman led slaves out 
of bondage and into freedom. Her work was 
an important part of moving the U.S. toward a 
more perfect Union. 

As an African-American woman who had 
been emotionally and physically abused by 
her owners, Harriet Tubman did the near im-
possible by freeing herself from a life of slav-
ery. She also had the courage to continue on 
and help others, guiding hundreds of slaves 
out of abuse and fear and into freedom and 
respectful employment. Harriet Tubman not 
only fought against the most immediate in-
equalities experienced by African-American 
slaves, but reached out further, becoming ac-
tive in the women’s suffrage movement. 

While the Civil War has long since ended 
and slavery been abolished, many Americans 
continue to be enslaved by new forms of 
abuse and discrimination. Domestic violence 
and economic inequality imprison many today 
in fear and submission. Thankfully, Harriet 
Tubman’s actions continue to inspire Ameri-
cans to find the courage to help each other. In 
Minnesota, her legacy is alive in the activities 
of the Tubman Family Alliance agency, which 
provides safe passage from violence for 
women and children, and helps them achieve 
their own freedom, just as Harriet Tubman 
helped so many people achieve freedom. 

It is critical that we remember the courage 
with which this woman selflessly strove to help 
others despite the risk of enslavement and 
death. We must recognize and strive to emu-
late such bravery not just once a year, but all 
year. Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting this important resolu-
tion. 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Con. Res. 310, expressing 
support for a national day of remembrance for 
Harriet Ross Tubman. 

During the month of March, when we cele-
brate Women’s History Month across the na-
tion, it is important that we recognize and cel-
ebrate the immeasurable contributions of 

women such as Harriet Tubman, who bravely 
led our Nation in the abolitionist movement, 
taking enormous risks in her fight for the free-
dom and equality of all Americans. 

Harriet Tubman was not only an abolitionist, 
leading more than 700 slaves to freedom, but 
served nobly in the Union Army during the 
Civil War as the first female to head an armed 
expedition. 

Following her accomplishments in the Civil 
War, Harriet Tubman went on to be a leader 
in the women’s suffrage movement, diligently 
fighting for women’s right to vote, and founded 
the Harriet Tubman Home for the Sick and 
Aged, a home and hospital to care for elderly 
and ailing African-Americans in New York. 

Her bravery and dedication to the principles 
of freedom and equality serve as a positive 
example to us today, as we continue working 
together to provide quality education, 
healthcare, housing, and opportunity to all 
Americans, regardless of race, gender or in-
come. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support of H. 
Con. Res. 310, expressing support for a na-
tional day of remembrance for Harriet Ross 
Tubman, introduced by my distinguished col-
league from Maryland, Representative 
CUMMINGS. Harriet Ross Tubman was an Afri-
can-American abolitionist, humanitarian, and 
Union Spy during the United States Civil War 
and as such deserves to be honored for her 
brave service by members of the United 
States Congress. 

Harriet Tubman was born into slavery in 
Dorchester County, Maryland, of purely Afri-
can ancestry. Harriet Tubman was born 
Araminta ‘‘Minty’’ Ross to slave parents, Har-
riet ‘‘Rit’’ Green and Ben Ross. Rit was owned 
by Mary Pattison Brodess and later her son 
Edward, while Ben was legally owned by 
Mary’s second husband, Anthony Thompson, 
who ran a large plantation near the Blackwater 
River in Dorchester County, Maryland. Tub-
man was beaten and whipped often by her 
various owners as a child. Early in life she suf-
fered a traumatic head wound when an irate 
slave owner threw a heavy metal weight at 
her, intending to hit another slave. The injury 
caused disabling seizures, headaches, and 
powerful visionary and dream activity, and 
spells of hypersomnia which occurred through-
out her entire life. 

In 1849, Tubman became ill, and her value 
as a slave was diminished as a result. Edward 
Brodess tried to sell her but could not find a 
buyer. Angry at this effort and the unjust hold 
he kept on her relatives, Tubman began to 
pray for her owner, asking God to make him 
change his ways. After her sell was consid-
ered finalized she ‘switched’ tactics on how 
she was praying and one week later Brodess 
died. Tubman expressed regret for her earlier 
sentiments. Ironically, Brodess’s death in-
creased the likelihood that Tubman would be 
sold and the family would be broken apart. 
Tubman refused to wait for the Brodess’ family 
to decide her fate, despite her husband’s ef-
forts to dissuade her. ‘‘There was one of two 
things I had a right to,’’ she says, ‘‘liberty or 
death; if I could not have one, I would have 
the other.’’ 

Harriet Tubman was given a piece of paper 
by a white neighbor with two names, and told 
how to find her path to freedom. In 1849, Tub-
man escaped to Philadelphia. At the first 
house she was put into a wagon, covered with 

a sack, and driven to her next destination. Fol-
lowing the paper in route to Pennsylvania, she 
initially settled in Philadelphia, where she met 
William Still, the Philadelphia Stationmaster on 
the Underground Railroad. With the assistance 
of Still, and other members of the Philadelphia 
Anti-Slavery Society, she learned about the 
workings of the UGRR. She immediately re-
turned to rescue her family. Slowly, one group 
at a time she brought relatives with her out of 
state, and eventually guided dozens of other 
slaves to freedom. 

Traveling by night with extreme caution, 
Tubman never lost a passenger. Heavy re-
wards were offered for many of the people 
she helped free, but no one knew it was Har-
riet Tubman who was helping them. When a 
far-reaching United States Fugitive Slave Law 
was passed in 1850, she helped guide fugi-
tives further north into Canada, and helped 
newly-freed slaves find work. In 1851 she 
began relocating members of her family to St. 
Catharines, Ontario Canada West. North 
Street in St. Catharines remained her base of 
operations until 1857. While there she worked 
various odd jobs to finance her activities as a 
Conductor on the UGRR, and attended the 
Salem Chapel BME Church on Geneva Street. 
Word of her exploits had encouraged her fam-
ily, and biographers agree that she became 
more confident with each trip to Maryland. As 
she led more and more individuals out of slav-
ery, she became popularly known as 
‘‘Moses’’—an allusion to the prophet in the 
book of Exodus who led the Hebrews to free-
dom. 

When the American Civil War broke out in 
1861, Tubman saw a Union victory as a key 
step toward the abolition of slavery. Tubman 
hoped to offer her own expertise and skills to 
the Union cause, too, and soon she joined a 
group of Boston and Philadelphia abolitionists 
heading to the Hilton Head District in South 
Carolina. She became a fixture in the camps, 
particularly in Port Royal, South Carolina, as-
sisting fugitives. Tubman worked for the Union 
Army, first as a cook and nurse, and then as 
an armed scout and spy. The first woman to 
lead an armed expedition in the war, she guid-
ed the raid on the Combahee River, which lib-
erated more than seven hundred slaves. 

Harriet Tubman, widely known and well-re-
spected while she was alive, became an 
American icon in the years after her death. In 
all she is believed to have conducted approxi-
mately 300 persons to freedom in the North. 
The tales of her exploits reveal her highly spir-
itual nature, as well as a grim determination to 
protect her charges and those who aided 
them. She always expressed confidence that 
God would aid her efforts, and threatened to 
shoot any of her charges who thought to turn 
back. When she died, Tubman was buried 
with military honors at Fort Hill Cemetery in 
Auburn. 

Today, I seek to offer my condolences for 
her death, and also recognize her lifetime of 
accomplishments. For these reasons, I strong-
ly support H. Con. Res. 310 and urge all my 
colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:56 Jun 26, 2008 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 J:\CRONLINE\2008BA~2\2008NE~2\H01AP8.REC H01AP8m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

76
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1847 April 1, 2008 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 310. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF BORDERLINE PER-
SONALITY AWARENESS MONTH 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1005) 
supporting the goals and ideals of Bor-
derline Personality Awareness Month, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1005 

Whereas borderline personality disorder 
(BPD) affects the regulation of emotion and 
afflicts approximately 2 percent of the gen-
eral population; 

Whereas BPD is a leading cause of suicide, 
as an estimated 10 percent of individuals 
with this disorder take their own lives; 

Whereas BPD usually manifests itself in 
adolescence and early adulthood; 

Whereas symptoms of BPD include self-in-
jury; rage; substance abuse; destructive im-
pulsiveness; a pattern of unstable emotions, 
self-image, and relationships; and may result 
in suicide; 

Whereas BPD is inheritable and is exacer-
bated by environmental factors; 

Whereas official recognition of BPD is rel-
atively new, and diagnosing it is often im-
peded by lack of awareness and frequent co- 
occurrence with other conditions, such as de-
pression, bipolar disorder, substance abuse, 
anxiety, and eating disorders; 

Whereas despite its prevalence, enormous 
public health costs, and the devastating toll 
it takes on individuals, families, and com-
munities, BPD only recently has begun to 
command the attention it requires; 

Whereas it is essential to increase aware-
ness of BPD among people suffering from 
this disorder, their families, mental health 
professionals, and the general public by pro-
moting education, research, funding, early 
detection, and effective treatments; and 

Whereas the National Education Alliance 
for Borderline Personality Disorder and the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness have re-
quested that Congress designate May as Bor-
derline Personality Disorder Awareness 
Month as a means of educating our Nation 
about this disorder, the needs of those suf-
fering from it, and its consequences: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the goals and ideals of Border-
line Personality Disorder Awareness Month. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, 
I am pleased to join my colleagues in 
the consideration of H. Res. 1005, as 
amended, which expresses support for 
greater recognition of the goals and 
ideals of Borderline Personality Aware-
ness Month. 

H. Res. 1005 was introduced by Rep-
resentative TOM DAVIS of Virginia, a 
longstanding member and leader on the 
Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee, on February 27, 2008, and 
has the support and cosponsorship of 
over 50 Members of Congress. The 
measure was considered by the Over-
sight panel on March 13, 2008, and was 
passed by voice vote at that time after 
being amended for technical purposes. 

Madam Speaker, while many people 
may not be aware of borderline person-
ality disorder, it is a mental illness 
that is more common than bipolar dis-
order and schizophrenia and has been 
found to affect a little over 2 percent of 
adults, particularly young women. 

BPD, as it is commonly referred to 
as, is a serious mental illness charac-
terized by pervasive instability in 
moods, interpersonal relationships, 
self-image, and behavior. The insta-
bility caused by this illness often leads 
to disruptions in one’s family and work 
life, long-term planning, and ulti-
mately a person’s sense of self-identity. 

Each and every one of us has a per-
sonality; however, for those individuals 
who suffer from personality traits that 
are inflexible, maladaptive, or psycho-
logically disruptive, more research and 
awareness on borderline personality 
disorder is an absolute must. And that 
is why I rise in support of H. Res. 1005. 
Passage of this measure will help to 
raise the profile and the general 
public’s understanding of borderline 
personality disorder and the cor-
responding BPD month of awareness. 

I commend Representative DAVIS 
from Virginia for introducing this leg-
islation and urge its passage. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, mental illness af-
fects Americans all across the Nation. 
It afflicts those of us from all races, 
colors, religions, and income levels. It 
doesn’t wait for a convenient time to 
surface. It strikes indiscriminately, 
without regard to the challenges, pain, 
and anguish it visits upon the families 
and friends of its victims. 

It is important that we recognize the 
struggle people with these afflictions 
endure as they strive for a normal life. 
It is equally important we recognize 
the struggles visited upon those friends 
and family members who have to cope 
with the disease and, often, the victim 
him or herself. 

Today, this House will take an im-
portant step in raising awareness of a 
little known and often misunderstood 
mental illness. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting the designation 
of May as Borderline Personality 
Awareness Month. 

Borderline personality disorder is a 
devastating psychiatric disorder caused 
by the inability of the afflicted indi-
vidual to manage emotions effectively. 
Symptoms of this disorder include 
impulsivity, mood swings, episodes of 
rage, bodily self-harm, chaotic rela-
tionships, and fear of abandonment. 
Some people with this disorder can’t 
hold a job. Others are high functioning. 
But in any case their private lives are 
often in turmoil. 

More than 3 million American adults 
have borderline personality disorder. 
Twenty percent of patients admitted to 
psychiatric hospitals have borderline 
personality disorder. Their victims 
have a suicide rate 400 times that of 
the general population. 

Madam Speaker, these numbers call 
us to action. Although this disorder 
was officially recognized by the psy-
chiatric community in 1980, studies 
have shown it lags far behind in re-
search, treatment options, and family 
education compared to other psy-
chiatric disorders of similar preva-
lence. With passage of H. Res. 1005, this 
House will take an important step in 
spreading awareness of this disorder. 
Madam Speaker, the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness maintains a help line 
at 1–800–950–6264 for general informa-
tion on mental illness. This help line 
can help those in need of assistance. 

I am proud to have sponsored this 
resolution and am greatly encouraged 
by our considering of it today. Passage 
of this will go a long way to increase 
awareness of its existence and the 
heavy toll this disorder takes on our 
society. I applaud the work the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness and 
the National Education Alliance on 
Borderline Personality Disorder have 
been doing throughout our Nation in 
this vital area. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this resolution. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of H. Res. 1005, a resolution 
supporting the designation of May as Border-
line Personality Disorder Awareness Month. I 
want to thank my colleague TOM DAVIS for his 
leadership on an issue that is very important 
to many Americans. 

Borderline personality disorder is a serious 
mental health illness that centers on the inabil-
ity of people to manage their emotions effec-
tively. Approximately 4 million Americans suf-
fer from borderline personality disorder. Its 
symptoms include destructive impulsiveness, 
rage, marked shifts in mood, bodily self-harm, 
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