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after day to continue his work, to for-
ward his vision and to make this Na-
tion the best it can be and to make
ourselves the best we can be.

——
CESAR CHAVEZ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. SALAZAR) for 2 minutes.

Mr. SALAZAR. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I am proud to
support legislation honoring a great
American on his 81st birthday, Cesar
Chavez. Cesar Estrada Chavez is best
known as a farm worker, labor leader
and civil rights activist.

Born in Yuma, Arizona, of Mexican
descent, Chavez became a champion for
his fellow farm workers. Among his
many achievements, Cesar Chavez was
cofounder of the United Farm Workers
Association with fellow activist Dolo-
res Huerta. This association provided
farm workers with a voice that they so
desperately needed. Mr. Speaker, as a
lifetime farmer, I can appreciate the
sacrifices made by Chavez and his sup-
porters. My oldest brother, Leandro
Salazar, the oldest of our family,
marched with Cesar Chavez in Cali-
fornia for nearly 2 years.

We believe that forcing workers to
endure this labor under dangerous
working conditions and without fair
pay is absurd. The most horrific sight
that you can ever see is farm workers
working out in the field and an aerial
applicator coming down upon them and
spraying pesticides on them. He
worked to make sure that those things
did not happen again.

We cannot stand by when a laborer is
forced to work even as pesticides are
being sprayed on the field he or she is
working in. His dedication to the cause
of worker rights and equality addressed
the needs of blue collar men and
women across this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, his example inspires us
to work together to improve the qual-
ity of life for all Americans.

———
CESAR CHAVEZ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) for 2 minutes.

Ms. LEE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I rise this morning in strong support,
first of all, of H. Res. 76, a resolution to
create a national holiday in honor of a
great human being, Cesar Chavez.

Mr. Speaker, already nine States cel-
ebrate his life. I am proud that Cali-
fornia was the first. The legacy that he
left on the history of this Nation must
be recognized. He made a difference,
not only for Latinos, not only for mi-
grant workers but for the poor and the
working poor, and he also built a coali-
tion of conscience across racial and
economic boundaries, just as his co-
founder, a great woman and a good
friend, Dolores Huerta, has.

I am reminded today of the political
support that Cesar provided me during
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my first California campaign for the
California legislature. He truly helped
me make and win my first election and
for that I am deeply grateful.

I had the privilege to attend his fu-
neral with Congressman BACA in Dela-
no, California. As I marched behind his
humble wooden casket, I was reminded
of the fact that one person who stood
for nonviolence can and could and did
make a difference.

The Martin Luther King Freedom
Center in Oakland, California, studies
the lives of great freedom fighters such
as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and also
Cesar Chavez. The young people of our
country and especially in my district
are getting to know this human being
who really did live a life committed to
justice and freedom for all. I urge my
colleagues to join us in supporting this
growing movement for a national holi-
day in honor and in memory of this
great civil and human rights leader. He
is such an important historical figure
in our Nation.

Si se puede, yes, we can create a
country of liberty and justice for all.
Cesar Chavez showed us how to do it.
He showed us with his gentle and kind
spirit. He showed us with his tough
love. He showed us how to march. He
showed us how to care about those, the
least of these, who had no voice. And
for that this country owes him a debt
of gratitude and I can think of no other
way than to honor him by passing H.
Res. 76.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 59
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. JONES of Ohio) at noon.

————

PRAYER

Jeri B. Greenwell, National Chaplain,
American Legion Auxiliary, offered the
following prayer:

Almighty God, we praise You for
Your goodness to our Nation. Instill in
these Members of the House virtues of
integrity, character, and courage; al-
ways responsive to Your direction,
aware of Your grace, and guided by
what is right.

Il1luminate their path with the light
of Your companionship. Open their
eyes that they will see goodness in that
which they hope to achieve; their ears
so they will hear the will of the people;
and their hearts that their actions will
show compassion toward all.

Continue to bless America and the
members of our military, whose sac-
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rifices allow us to enjoy our many free-
doms. Unify us not as conservatives,
moderates or liberals; but as one Na-
tion under God, indivisible with liberty
and justice for all.

In You, O God, we forever place our
trust.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

WELCOMING GUEST CHAPLAIN
JERI B. GREENWELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Maine is
recognized for one minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to welcome and recognize
Ms. Jeri Brooks Greenwell as today’s
guest chaplain. Ms. Greenwell is from
Bethel, Maine, and is a member of the
West Paris Congregational Church.
She’s also the National Chaplain of the
American Legion Auxiliary.

Ms. Greenwell has dedicated much of
her adult life in community service.
She has been an active member of the
Legion Auxiliary since 1974, holding
numerous positions. Her service ex-
tends deep into her community. Ms.
Greenwell is a life member of the Beth-
el Historical Society, a former Lit-
eracy Volunteer, a member of the
Maine’s Children Alliance, a member of
the Maine Handicapped Skiing Vet-
erans Program, and a National spokes-
person for the National Meningitis As-
sociation.

Ms. Greenwell is joined by other
members of the American Legion. I
would like to welcome them as well. I
am proud that Ms. Greenwell is my
constituent, and it is an honor to have
her deliver today’s prayer.

———

PASS FISA FIX

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, it’s been over 40 days
since the Protect America Act expired
and our Nation’s ability to defend itself
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was jeopardized. Before Congress left
for a 2-week recess, the majority lead-
ership brought a bogus bill to the floor
that narrowly passed the House of Rep-
resentatives, that probably will never
see the light of day in the Senate, and
most assuredly would be vetoed by the
President. They knew this. And yet
they chose a flawed piece of legislation
over a bipartisan fix to the FISA loop-
hole.

There is a bill that has been sup-
ported by a bipartisan majority of Sen-
ators, including the chairman of the
Select Senate Committee on Intel-
ligence, the Department of Justice, the
White House, our Intelligence Commu-
nity, and publicly by Democrats in the
House. Rather than take the necessary
steps to protect American families by
holding a vote on this legislation, the
majority leadership has chosen to try
and discredit the entire issue and claim
that all is well. The American people
know better and deserve better.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

———
OUR TROOPS IN IRAQ

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Members of the House, this country
has given the best of its young men and
women in the battle in the war in Iraq
and much of its treasure on the theory
that we were fighting terrorists in Iraq
so that we would be safer at home, on
the theory that we were fighting ter-
rorists in Iraq to eradicate them. We
have lost over 4,000 young men and
women in that battle, and tens of thou-
sands of more seriously wounded, and
almost $1 trillion of our treasure. Yet,
this last week we saw our troops were
not called upon to go against insur-
gents, to go against al Qaeda. They
were called upon to enforce one side of
an election battle of Shias against an-
other band of Shias.

Our troops were put into battle over
this last week because there was a fear
by the Maliki government that the Su-
preme Council of Iraq would lose an
election in Bosra. So they declared a
battle against Muqtada al-Sadr’s sup-
porters in Bosra. They were unable to
do it. They were unable to effectively
carry it out. And they didn’t force
American troops into that battle.

Our troops should not be engaged in
trying to square the field for the elec-
tion advantage of one group of Iraqis
over another. That is what elections
are about, that is what democracy is
about. But it should not be with the
lives of our troops and the treasure of
this country.

———

EASTER IN IRAQ

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, after re-
turning from Iraq over the Easter
weekend, I want to report my observa-
tions. The military situation is pro-
gressing positively with the Iraqi Secu-
rity Forces, the National Police, and
the new-found group of citizen soldiers
called the Sons of Iraq doing ever im-
proving job of securing their own na-
tion.

The Iraqis and the U.S. troops are
working better together as both na-
tions use their troops in combined pa-
trols. U.S. Commander and Four Star
General Petraeus understands not only
the military situation, but the complex
political situation as well. The Iraqi
government is showing signs of more
stability than it has in previous
months.

My observations of the U.S. troops:
they have very high morale, a strong
sense of purpose, and are well trained
and ready to meet U.S. objectives in
Iraq. The most notable concern I saw
was the ever increasing interference
and influence of Iran. The Iranians are
funding insurgents and supplying weap-
ons from small arms to rockets to any
group that will cause chaos. It appears
Iran wants instability in Iraq to fur-
ther its own political and military ob-
jectives.

The U.S. presence in Iraq is nec-
essary to prevent the circling Iranian
vulture from preying on the peoples of
Iraq.

And that’s just the way it is.

—————

ROCKY MOUNT SOLDIERS KILLED
IN TRAQ

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, three members of the Army Na-
tional Guard’s 1132nd Military Police
Company based in Rocky Mount, North
Carolina, were recently killed in sup-
port of our Operation Iraqi Freedom
after an improvised explosive device
detonated near their vehicle.

Twenty-seven-year old Sergeant
David B. ‘‘Blake’ Williams, of Tarboro,
North Carolina, was from my district.
He was serving a second tour of duty in
Iraq, and was recently awarded a sec-
ond Army Commendation Medal for his
exceptional service during combat
duty.

A few moments ago, Madam Speaker,
I spoke to Susan Legett Williams, the
mother, and Mary Beth Williams, the
sister, to express not only sympathy
from the Congress of the United States
of America but to express appreciation
from a grateful Nation.

May God bless the entire Williams
family during this difficult time in
their lives.

———

THE COOPER-WOLF SAFE COMMIS-
SION ACT: A PROPOSAL WITH
TEETH

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, last
Tuesday the annual Social Security
Medicare Trustees Report was issued,
and not surprisingly, drawing the same
dismal conclusions it did last year. We
have all heard the statistics about the
demographic challenge retirement of
the Baby Boomers generation presents.
But what are we doing about it?

I am disappointed that this Congress
and this administration continue to
turn a blind eye toward the country’s
unsustainable financial path. The
American people cannot afford to have
this issue languish in partisan grid-
lock. Americans should know the
longer we wait to get our fiscal house
in order, the harder and more abrupt
the changes will be for America’s
younger generation.

I am challenging all of us to be part
of the solution so we can tell our chil-
dren and our grandchildren that while
serving in Congress, we did everything
in our power to protect their futures.
Please cosponsor the Cooper-Wolf
SAFE Commission Act, which will put
everything, entitlement spending, tax
policy, and all other Federal programs
on the table, and require action on con-
trolling the long-term spending.

———

CHILDREN’S HEALTH CARE

(Mr. CARSON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, on Sunday I held a children’s
health care rally at the Martin Luther
King Community Center in Indianap-
olis, Indiana, and met with parents like
Brandy Briscoe. Brandy goes to school
full time and is raising her 2-year-old
son, Elijah. When he was born, he had
no health insurance. Today, thanks to
the State Children’s Health Insurance
Program, Elijah and 130,000 other chil-
dren in Indiana have the health care
they need and deserve.

We know that Elijah and Brandy are
two of the lucky ones. In Indiana, tens
of thousands of children don’t have
health care. Their parents wonder what
they will do if their child gets sick and
needs a doctor. These parents and their
children are counting on us to act.

So, on Sunday, I pledged to my con-
stituents that I would be a voice for
children and families and will continue
to fight to cover more children through
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram. I make this pledge with the
knowledge that this House has worked
long and hard on children’s health care
in the past. But we cannot let these
difficulties dissuade us from doing
right by our children.

I am proud today to cosponsor the
Children’s Health First Act, and I look
forward to working with Democrats
and Republicans to craft the kind of
compromise that moves us forward
into the future.
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