March 11, 2008

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
this week the House will consider a
Democratic budget that will strength-
en our economy and make America
safer. After years of devastating cuts
by the Bush administration, our budget
is fiscally responsible, while also en-
suring that we invest in the American
people’s priorities.

At a time of economic uncertainty,
the Democratic budget rejects Presi-
dent Bush’s cuts to Medicare and Med-
icaid, while also adding $4.9 billion for
veterans health care.

Despite the President’s repeated ve-
toes of our legislation to ensure that 10
million children have access to health
care, our budget accommodates the $50
billion that would be needed over the
next 5 years to make this goal a re-
ality. We’re still hopeful that enough
Republicans will join us in overriding
the President’s ill-advised and non-
compassionate veto.

Mr. Speaker, the Democratic budget
is able to address all of the health care
needs while balancing the budget by
2012 without raising taxes.

———

EARMARKS

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I am the
first House appropriator to swear off
earmarks and join 32 of my colleagues,
including Senators FEINGOLD and
MCcCAIN, as well as Chairman WAXMAN
and Leader BOEHNER. I'm told that
Senators CLINTON and OBAMA are con-
sidering supporting this effort.

The Constitution put the spending
power in the House, and I used this to
support my district. But like other
powers, this congressional power could
be abused; and, increasingly, we ap-
prove low- or no-quality spending to
win approval for our own community:
you get yours, I get mine, and the kids
get the bill.

No more for this appropriator. We
should ask: Should the taxpayers pay
for a $320 million bridge to connect a
town of 8,000 to an island, population
50? No.

Should the taxpayers spend $243,000
on Chez Panisse to create a gourmet
organic school lunch program featuring
“Comte cheese souffle with mache
salad” or ‘“Meyer lemon eclairs with
huckleberry coulis’? No.

Common sense says we should put an
end to such spending. I would urge the
House to enact the Wolf-Kingston re-
forms with a moratorium on earmarks.

———
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PRESS AND PUBLIC ARE NOT BUY-
ING INTO SCARE TACTICS OF
BUSH AND REPUBLICANS

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)
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Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, it is
clear that no one is buying into the
scare tactics created by the President
and some Republicans regarding the
expiration of the President’s Protect
America Act. Newspapers around the
country are rightfully asking Repub-
licans that if this law were so crucial
to national security, why did they op-
pose an extension of it last month?

The Saint Louis Post-Dispatch called
this intimidation and ‘‘fear mongering
at its most craven.” The Oregonian
wasn’t fooled by the President’s polit-
ical actions, writing: ‘“If the Protect
America Act is as crucial as he says it
is, then he is taking a terrible gamble
with the safety of his country’s citi-
zens.”” The Palm Beach Post recognized
that ‘‘political distraction” is more
important to this administration than
the law. They wrote, ‘‘“The law that Mr.
Bush and some Republicans say is vital
could have been extended for 3 weeks.
Instead, they let it die.”

Mr. Speaker, House Democrats are
serious about passing a strong FISA
law that provides our intelligence com-
munity with the tools necessary to
protect our national security, and we
urge congressional Republicans and the
White House to join us at the table.

————
FISA AMENDMENTS ACT

(Mr. KUHL of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in support of the FISA
Amendments Act, a bipartisan piece of
legislation to modernize the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978.

It is imperative that we provide our
intelligence community with the tools
it needs to conduct surveillance on for-
eign terrorists without getting tied up
in the courts, and this bill would do
just that. The Senate passed this bipar-
tisan legislation almost a month ago,
but the House leadership has irrespon-
sibly refused to bring up this bill,
which is critical to our Nation’s secu-
rity.

I have chosen to cosponsor the meas-
ure because I believe that in today’s
world, we cannot shortchange our abil-
ity to confront emerging and ongoing
threats. Therefore, I urge the majority
to bring this crucial legislation to a
vote.

————

THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION
NEEDS TO LISTEN

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, if you ask Mr. and Mrs. Amer-
ica who are in the rural hamlets and
the urban cities across America, they
will tell you whether there is a reces-
sion or not. If you ask the automobile
dealers, the home builders, if you ask
the individuals who are attempting to
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put their children through college or
even to make ends meet, they will tell
you that bad news is already here;
63,000 jobs were lost last month.

I am glad the Democrats are taking
the opportunity to strengthen our
economy and create jobs. Democratic
leaders last week held a second eco-
nomic forum. The forum convened na-
tional experts and talked about how we
can create jobs. The New Direction
Congress has already passed a bipar-
tisan economic stimulus of which thou-
sands of Americans will be receiving a
payment because of the leadership of
our Democratic majority. We are help-
ing to create 500,000 jobs. But it is well
to recognize that this administration
just last month lost 63,000 jobs.

What we need to do is bring our
troops home, lower health care costs,
and increase health care quality. We
need to vote in the CHIP bill and stop
the President’s veto. We need to ensure
that we lower energy prices through al-
ternative fuels by creating hundreds of
thousands of new green jobs. We have
got to make college more affordable
and K-12 classrooms more successful.

We can empower America with our
own initiative and our own genius. But
we cannot do it if we have an adminis-
tration that doesn’t listen. Sixty-three
thousand jobs lost tells the story, and
Mr. and Mrs. America say, ‘wake up
and provide an opportunity for Ameri-
cans.” They want the Democrats to
lead and to be able to create the oppor-
tunity for the economic engine that
will save jobs and create jobs.

————

NATIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
AWARENESS WEEK

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, this
week, March 10-17, is National Multiple
Sclerosis Awareness Week. The goal of
this annual event is to raise awareness
of this disease for those individuals and
their families who are impacted by it.

Every hour in the United States,
someone new is diagnosed with MS. It
is a chronic, often disabling disease
that attacks the central nervous sys-
tem. Many Americans know a person
living with multiple sclerosis, a moth-
er or father, a son or daughter, another
family member or friend, or even a col-
league.

For me, it was a member of my staff.
This brave and strong woman inspired
me to get more involved in the battle
to live in a world free of multiple scle-
rosis. As a medical doctor prior to com-
ing to Congress, I'm working here to
find sensible solutions for the health
care challenges that Americans face.
As the cochair of the newly formed
Congressional Multiple Sclerosis Cau-
cus, I intend to bring the needs of those
individuals into the larger discussion
of quality health care.

Mr. Speaker, we must work together
to improve access to quality health
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services, to break down barriers, and to
make MS therapies more affordable. I
ask other Members of the House to join
me in this noble cause. We must always
remember that behind every statistic
is the face of a family member or
friend. We have a shared responsibility
to offer help and hope. There is no bet-
ter time than now to begin offering it.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET IS
INADEQUATE

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, during the
first 6 years of the Bush administra-
tion, the President and congressional
Republicans squandered away large
budget surpluses that were left to them
by the Clinton administration; yet
they failed to properly fund key na-
tional priorities. Again this year, the
Bush administration proposed a budget
that ignores the real needs of American
people, particularly at a time of such
economic uncertainty.

This week, congressional Democrats
will bring a budget to the House floor
that fully funds Medicare and Med-
icaid, the health care programs for the
Nation’s most vulnerable people, in-
cluding our children and our seniors.
Unlike the President’s budget, our
budget fully invests in environmental
protection and low-income heating pro-
grams such as LIHEAP so that low-in-
come families, including those in my
district in New Jersey who are facing
skyrocketing home heating bills this
winter, will receive some much-needed
assistance. We also fully invest in the
COPS program so that we can better
protect our streets against crime.

Mr. Speaker, we do all of this with-
out raising taxes by one single penny.
This is a well-crafted budget, and it de-
serves strong bipartisan support.

———

SUPPORT THE FISCALLY RESPON-
SIBLE REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee.
With gas prices soaring to all-time
high records, families in east Ten-
nessee and all across America are
struggling to make their ends meet.
The Democratic budget resolution fails
to meet the test of fiscal responsibility
miserably. Instead of exercising fiscal
restraint and lowering taxes, the Dem-
ocrat budget raises taxes by over $683
billion over the course of 5 years. You
heard me correctly, $683 billion over
the next 5 years. This is the largest tax
increase in American history, and it
blows away the previous tax increase
record in 1993 by $443 billion. Families
in east Tennessee will be forced to pay
over $2,611 in new taxes because of the
Democrat budget.

I am supporting the Republican budg-
et which addresses the bloated govern-
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ment in Washington, lowers taxes on
struggling citizens and families, ad-
dresses the unfunded liabilities of So-
cial Security and Medicare, and reins
in the out-of-control spending here in
Washington.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
supporting the fiscally responsible Re-
publican budget.

———

PRESIDENT VETOES INTEL-
LIGENCE AUTHORIZATION BILL

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to say a word about the
President’s veto of the congressional
ban on torture. By vetoing this meas-
ure, he is essentially instructing Amer-
ica’s torturers to act in a way that is
illegal according to international law,
to act in a way that is wholly incon-
sistent with the military’s code of con-
duct who are required to abide by the
Army Field Manual, to act in a way
that does not consistently provide reli-
able information because people being
tortured tell their torturer what they
know they want to hear so as to stop
the torture. They know it is not the
most effective means of acquiring in-
formation.

He also must know that this puts our
own soldiers and civilians in much
greater jeopardy because our enemy
will consider it license to do at least as
much as we do to them. But, most im-
portantly, it undermines our moral au-
thority. How far we have strayed from
the vision of our Founding Fathers
that this Nation would serve as a
moral guidepost to the rest of the
world. We should override this mis-
guided Presidential veto because it is
both illegal and, most importantly, it
is immoral and un-American.

———

TIME FOR HEALTH CARE INDUS-
TRY TO JOIN TECHNOLOGY REV-
OLUTION

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Village Health Partners of Plano,
Texas, for receiving the 2007 Davies
Award of Excellence by the Health
Care Information and Management
System Society. Since 1994, the Davies
Award has nationally recognized excel-
lence in the use of health information
technology. Dr. Christopher Crow and
his partners decided to use technology
to revolutionize how they practiced
medicine. It took their office 3 short
months to go from paper charts to
completely paper-free. Using this tech-
nology has given these doctors the
tools to track the quality of care they
provide their patients. In just 1 year
these physicians have seen the dra-
matic impact this technology has had
on the lives of their patients.
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As all of my colleagues know, our
health care system is in need of some
serious reform, and I believe that
bringing every doctor’s office, hospital,
and medical record into the 21st cen-
tury is a great start. Just look at the
success that we have had in Plano.

As Congress continues to debate
health care reform, I look forward to
working with my colleagues on pro-
posals that will encourage more of the
health care industry to join the tech-
nology revolution. The time is now.

THE BUDGET

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Well, we’re hearing
the howls from the Republican side.
Their fat-cat supporters might be
forced to pay a fair share of taxes in
the future, millionaires and billion-
aires who today are paying taxes at a
rate less than that of your average
schoolteacher or an Army captain.
They say that that’s the secret for a
strong economy. Those hedge fund
managers on Wall Street are doing
such a great job, the people who
brought us the financial meltdown for
the United States of America that’s
hurting average people while these peo-
ple are still cruising in their yachts
and building their seventh and eighth
homes in exotic places around the
world. They need those tax cuts. That’s
the nostrum for a failing economy: tax
cuts, tax cuts, tax cuts for rich people.

No, how about tax fairness and how
about dealing with a sea of red ink in
this country. You can’t do it without
asking the wealthiest among us to pay
their fair share. And restoring some
programs that are important to the
middle class. Yeah, that’s right. The
rich people don’t need roads that are
up to standard because they’re in the
back seat of a chauffeur-driven lim-
ousine. They don’t care if they sit in
traffic for a long time. They’re in their
private jet. They’re in their walled
community. What do they mneed for
public safety? Their kids go to private
schools. What do they care about pub-
lic education? And, hey, they don’t
have to worry about the cost of health
care. That’s the Republican world.
We’re going to change that with this
Democratic budget.

————
FISA

(Mr. MCCAUL of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McCAUL of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
nearly 4 weeks have passed since the
Protect America Act expired, and for 4
weeks our intelligence community has
gone dark around the world. For 4
weeks, we are missing critical intel-
ligence from foreign terrorists to bet-
ter protect this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, this is a dereliction of
duty. The most solemn obligation we
have in the House is to protect the
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