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the need to face it down, and he volun-
teered himself to face this challenge,
not only to China, but to the world.

After receiving advanced fighter
training, Major Chin was ultimately
assigned to the 28th Fighter Squadron,
and he saw his first aerial combat in
1937, four years before America entered
the war. Soon he was credited with
having shot down his first enemy air-
craft of the war. Though he and his
comrades were almost always out-
numbered, Chin and his fellow aviators
fought valiantly, and by mid-1939 he
had downed five enemy aircraft, mak-
ing him one of the first American
fighter aces of the Second World War.

But Arthur Chin’s heroism was not
without personal sacrifice. He was shot
down three times, and on December 27,
1939, he was badly burned when his
Gloster Gladiator took enemy fire and
exploded. Chin spent the next years of
his life enduring a painful recovery in
hospitals in China, India and the
United States.

After America entered the war, he re-
turned to service in 1944 as a major in
the United States Army Air Force.
Major Chin spent the remainder of the
war flying desperately needed supplies
from India to China over the
Himalayas, the air route now known as
‘““the hump.” For his extraordinary
service, Arthur Chin received numer-
ous medals and awards, including the
Distinguished Flying Cross.
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After the war, he returned to his na-
tive Portland where he raised a family
and worked for the postal service in
Beaverton. Arthur Chin passed away in
September of 1997, and following his
death he was honored as one of the
first inductees into the American Com-
bat Airmen’s Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, it is altogether fitting
that we should recognize Major Arthur
Chin, both a former postal worker and
a genuine war hero, with a post office
named in his honor. It is an appro-
priate memorial to an individual who
courageously answered the call of duty,
whether at home or abroad, and who
returned home to continue serving his
country as a postal worker. I strongly
urge my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I will submit the majority of my re-
marks for the RECORD.

I would just like to say that after
reading about this gentleman, Mr.
Chin, I think it is a great honor for
him to receive having his name put on
this post office. But he earned it. He
really earned it. When you read about
his exploits, as my colleague just men-
tioned, you can see why people like
this deserve recognition.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor the mem-
ory of a great American, Arthur Chin, who
passed away in 1997 at the age of 85.

Angered by the Japanese invasion of Chi-
na’s northeastern provinces, Mr. Chin sailed to
China along with other Chinese-American fly-
ers to volunteer for the Chinese Air Force in
1932. After enlisting in the Chinese Air Force,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. Chin fought in many aerial battles against
the more experienced Japanese.

Mr. Chin excelled in his military career and
rose through the ranks to become a major in
1939. By this time, he had been shot down
and wounded three times, and was severely
burned when his Gloster Gladiator was hit by
enemy fire at 3,000 feet and exploded.

Amazingly, he survived but he spent five
years recovering in hospitals all over the
world. Despite the extensive healing process,
Mr. Chin valiantly flew again.

He transported supplies from India to China
over the Himalayas until the end of the war.

After the war, Mr. Chin briefly flew for China
National Airways Corporation in China until the
Communists took over in 1949.

Upon returning to the United States, Mr.
Chin settled back in his hometown of Portland,
Oregon where he took a job with the United
States Postal Service.

Because of his outstanding military service,
he was awarded numerous medals, including
the prestigious Distinguished Flying Cross.
Soon after his death, Mr. Chin was also hon-
ored as one of the first American aviators in-
ducted into the American Combat Airmen’s
Hall of Fame.

In recognition of his years of selfless public
service to his State and country, | believe it is
fitting to name a post office in Beaverton, Or-
egon, in Mr. Chin’s honor.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

As a member of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform,
I join my colleagues in consideration of
H.R. 5220, which renames the postal fa-
cility in Beaverton, Oregon after the
legendary Major Arthur Chin.

The measure being considered was
first introduced by Congressman DAVID
WU of the State of Oregon on January
29, 2008, and is cosponsored by all mem-
bers of the Oregon congressional dele-
gation. The measure was referred to
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform, and on February 26,
2008, our committee approved the bill
by voice vote.

H.R. 5220 allows us to pay homage to
the service of Major Arthur Chin,
whose tale of heroism and dedication
should be known by every American.
Born in the city of Portland, Oregon,
which lies in the congressional district
of my dear friend, Representative
DAVID WU, on October 23, 1913, Arthur
Chin is best known for his service as a
member of the Guangdong Provincial
Air Force which was the first and origi-
nal group of American volunteer com-
bat aviators to fight in World War II.

An American-born citizen of Chinese
descent, Major Chin is deemed Amer-
ica’s first World War II ace, and in ap-
preciation for his valiant service he has
been awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross. This is in addition to having re-
ceived the Five Star Medal, Six Star
Medal, the Awe-Inspiring Medal 3rd
Grade, and the list goes on.

Major Chin’s public service didn’t
cease with the end of the war. After
being honorably discharged from the
military in 1945, Major Chin returned
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to private life in his hometown of Port-
land, Oregon. It appears that Major
Chin actually worked at the Beaverton
Post Office before retiring in 1980.
Major Chin passed away on September
3, 1997 in Portland, only a month before
his October 4 Hall of Fame of the
American Airpower Heritage Museum
induction ceremony.

Mr. Speaker, given Major Chin’s il-
lustrious background, I agree that it is
only befitting that we pass H.R. 5220
and name the U.S. postal facility on
185th Avenue in Beaverton, Oregon
after this great American citizen.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5220.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

SGT. MICHAEL M. KASHKOUSH
POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5400) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 160 East Washington Street in
Chagrin Falls, Ohio, as the ‘‘Sgt. Mi-
chael M. Kashkoush Post Office Build-
ing”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5400

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SGT. MICHAEL M. KASHKOUSH POST
OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 160
East Washington Street in Chagrin Falls,
Ohio, shall be known and designated as the
“Sgt. Michael M. Kashkoush Post Office
Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Sgt. Michael M.
Kashkoush Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from I1-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.
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As a member of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform,
I stand with my colleagues from the
Buckeye State of Ohio in consideration
of H.R. 5400, which renames the postal

facility in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, in
honor of Sergeant Michael M.
Kashkoush.

H.R. 5400 comes to us with wide-
spread support from the Ohio congres-
sional delegation, yet the measure was
first introduced by my colleague, Rep-
resentative STEVE LATOURETTE, back
on February 12, 2008. The measure was
taken up by the Oversight Committee
on February 26, 2008, where it was
passed by the panel by voice vote.

H.R. 5400 calls for honoring Sergeant
Kashkoush’s service to our country by
naming the post office in his hometown
of Chagrin Falls after him.

Assigned to the 3rd Intelligence Bat-
talion, IIT Marine Expeditionary Force,
Okinawa, Japan, Sergeant Michael M.
Kashkoush succumbed to his death on
January 23, 2007, as a result of fatal
wounds received while conducting com-
bat operations in Iraq’s Anbar prov-
ince.

Born and raised in Chagrin Falls,
Ohio, Sergeant Kashkoush was a grad-
uate of Chagrin Falls High School,
where he was instrumental in taking
the school’s football and wrestling
teams to winning seasons before elect-
ing to enlist in the Marine Corps after
graduation. Sergeant Kashkoush was
only 24 years old when he died in the
line of duty as a counterintelligence/
human intelligence specialist attached
to the 2nd Battalion, 8th Marine Regi-
ment, 2nd Marine Division.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of Sergeant
Kashkoush’s sacrifice and service to
America, let us pass without reserva-
tion H.R. 5400.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield to my good friend, Mr.
LATOURETTE of Ohio, a very fine Con-
gressman, for such time as he may con-
sume.

Mr. LATOURETTE. I thank the gen-
tleman from Indiana for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I first want to thank
Chairman WAXMAN and Ranking Mem-
ber DAVIS for moving this legislation
expeditiously through the committee
and on to the floor today. And I want
to thank the other Mr. DAVIS from Illi-
nois and Mr. BURTON for so ably man-
aging it today as well.

Mr. Speaker, Michael Kashkoush
grew up in Michigan, and then he
moved to Chagrin Falls to start high
school. He was the beloved son of
Marwan and Mary Jane Kashkoush.

He spent his freshman and sophomore
years in Chagrin Falls, and then moved
with his family to London for a year
and returned to Chagrin for his senior
year, graduating in 2001.

Michael was like many young men.
His high school years had been about
girls, friends, lifting weights, sports,
and parties. He started college with
great intentions, but didn’t find it a
good fit for that moment in his life
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and, after 2 years, he announced to his
parents that he wanted to join the Ma-
rines. The exceptionally bright and ca-
pable young man said that he had led a
soft life and wanted to be a marine be-
cause ‘‘they’re the toughest and most
disciplined in the world.”” The Marines
were the matching puzzle piece for this
gifted former high school wrestler and
football player.

Michael’s father urged him to finish
college and instead attend officers
school, but Michael believed he could
not lead unless he knew what it was
that the grunts had to do. Marwan
Kashkoush stood behind his son’s
choice.

Michael was an exemplary marine
and was promoted to sergeant in 2005 in
counterintelligence/human intel-
ligence. He had never spoken Arabic,
but at the Defense Language Institute
in 6 short months he mastered the lan-
guage. He had a limitless future in the
Marines.

In 4 short years, the United States
Marine Corps made Michael Kashkoush
a man. They gave his self-described
“‘soft life’” purpose. He was very proud
of his military service to our country.
On January 23, 2007, just 10 days after
being sent to Iraq, he died while con-
ducting combat operations in Anbar
province.

Earlier this year, Michael’s father
and stepmother, Phoebe Brockman
Kashkoush, wrote to me and asked me
if I would introduce this piece of legis-
lation in honor of Michael. It was a
wonderful idea, and it is a perfect one
for Chagrin Falls, Ohio.

Chagrin Falls is a small, tight-knit
community where neighbors are close
and there is a genuine sense of commu-
nity. It is a place where there are al-
most as many American flags as front
porches, and when one of their own
died, it deeply touched the community.

Chagrin Falls, a town of about 4,000
people, turned out en masse for the fu-
neral services, and some 600 people
crammed into St. Joan of Arc Catholic
Church, where they sang a joyful, tear-
ful rendition of Don McLean’s ‘“‘Amer-
ican Pie.” The Jaycees adorned street
posts with hundreds of flags, and more
than 300 people walked the half-mile
trek from the church down South
Franklin Street in blustery snow to
Michael’s final resting place.

It is fitting, Mr. Speaker, that the
Chagrin Falls Post Office be named in
honor of Sergeant Michael Kashkoush,
and it is a wonderful remembrance for
a family who has lost so much.

The father who first resisted his son’s
plan to enlist credits the Marines with
changing his life. He said, ‘‘They built
me my best friend.”

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I was looking at the picture of Mr.
Kashkoush, and all I can say is he ex-
emplifies the thousands of young men
and women who have gone to serve
their country in Afghanistan, Iraq, and
elsewhere in the world. And we just
can’t say enough about young people
like that who go out there and risk
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their lives to protect our freedoms. I
am very happy that my colleague from
Ohio took the time to introduce this
legislation, and I am very happy to
support that.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5400.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT OF
JOHN W. MCCARTER AS A CIT-
IZEN REGENT OF THE BOARD OF
REGENTS OF THE SMITHSONIAN
INSTITUTION

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the Senate joint resolution
(S.J. Res. 25) providing for the appoint-
ment of John W. McCarter as a citizen
regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
joint resolution.

The text of the Senate joint resolu-
tion is as follows:

S.J. RES. 25

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That, in accordance with
section 5581 of the Revised Statutes (20
U.S.C. 43), the vacancy on the Board of Re-
gents of the Smithsonian Institution, in the
class other than Members of Congress, occur-
ring because of the expiration of the term of
Walter E. Massey of Georgia, is filled by the
appointment of John W. McCarter of Illinois,
for a term of 6 years, effective on the date of
the enactment of this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks on the
RECORD on this Senate joint resolution
being considered today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 25 would appoint John W.
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