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Your mercy. Enable us, as Your free
children, to move and act with respon-
sibility, facing the consequences of all
our decided words and actions today.

Give us faith, Lord, which is strong
enough to sense Your presence in our
midst and bold enough to seek Your
holy inspiration in our ordered routine.

Then, in partnership with one an-
other, empower us to broaden the field
of justice and establish a Nation of mu-
tual understanding and trust. So let us
give You glory today and every day of
our lives. Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I de-
mand a vote on agreeing to the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground
that a quorum is not present and make
the point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
P1rTs) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ETHANOL WILL SAVE US ALL?

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, they told
us that ethanol from corn would save
us all—save us from global warming
and dependence on foreign oil, but it
just isn’t so.

The rush to till up more farmland
may turn out to be a crop disaster.
Science Magazine reports that ‘‘using
good crop land to expand biofuels will
increase global warming.”” The reason
is, now farmers will need to plow under
more forests and massive grasslands to
grow enough of that ‘‘savior’’ corn. But
doing so will release carbon stored in
plants and soils.
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The new evidence indicates, ‘‘after
taking into account worldwide land use
changes, corn-based ethanol will in-
crease greenhouse gasses by (a stag-
gering) 93 percent compared to gasoline
over a 30-year period.”

It is only logical that if farmland
once used to grow corn that we eat is
used to grow corn that we burn as fuel,
more land will be needed for both agri-
cultural production and ethanol pro-
duction.

So here comes the big wipe out of
massive amounts of land, all to sub-
sidize an unproven, unpredictable in-
dustry that is potentially hazardous to
our health.

And that’s just the way it is.

———————

FISA

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the 21-day
FISA extension that our friends on the
other side of the aisle fought hard to
pass 2 weeks ago would have expired
this week. This extension was the Dem-
ocrat alternative to a permanent bill
to provide our intelligence community
with the tools they need to fight the
war on terror, and yet we still have not
voted on the bipartisan Senate bill, or
any alternative bill for that matter.
We’ve done nothing.

I believe this exposes the House lead-
ership’s plan for what it is, an abdica-
tion of their duty to provide our intel-
ligence community with the tools
needed to protect the United States.

It has been 17 days since the Protect
America Act expired. In the words of
the Democratic chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee, our intel-
ligence gathering capabilities have al-
ready been ‘‘degraded.”

Contrary to what some say, there is
urgency in this matter. We are losing
out on obtaining new and evolving in-
telligence to enable our fight against
terror. There are enough votes in the
House to pass the bipartisan Senate
bill. It’s time for the Speaker to bring
the legislation up for a vote.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 3, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
March 3, 2008, at 2:32 p.m. and said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
submits the 2008 National Drug Control
Strategy.

H1191

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

2008 NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL
STRATEGY—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110-98)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committees
on Armed Services, Education and
Labor, Energy and Commerce, Foreign
Affairs, Homeland Security, the Judici-
ary, Natural Resources, Oversight and
Government Reform, Small Business,
Transportation and Infrastructure,
Veterans’ Affairs, and Ways and Means
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit the 2008 Na-
tional Drug Control Strategy, con-
sistent with the provisions of section
201 of the Office of National Drug Con-
trol Policy Reauthorization Act of 2006.

My Administration published its first
National Drug Control Strategy in
2002, inspired by a great moral impera-
tive: we must reduce illegal drug use
because, over time, drugs rob men,
women, and children of their dignity
and of their character. Thanks to bi-
partisan support in the Congress; the
work of Federal, State, local, and trib-
al officials; and the efforts of ordinary
citizens, 6 years later fewer Americans
know the sorrow of addiction.

We have learned much about the na-
ture of drug use and drug markets, and
have demonstrated what can be
achieved with a balanced strategy that
puts resources where they are needed
most. Prevention programs are reach-
ing Americans in their communities,
schools, workplaces, and through the
media, contributing to a 24 percent de-
cline in youth drug use since 2001.
Today, approximately 860,000 fewer
young people are using drugs than in
2001. We have expanded access to treat-
ment in public health settings, the
criminal justice system, and in sectors
of society where resources are limited.
The Access to Recovery program alone
has extended treatment services to an
additional 190,000 Americans, exceeding
its 3-year goal by over 50 percent. We
have seized unprecedented amounts of
illegal drugs and have denied drug traf-
fickers and terrorists the profits they
need to conduct their deadly work.
During the first three quarters of 2007
we saw significant disruptions in the
cocaine and methamphetamine mar-
kets, with prices rising by 44 percent
and 73 percent, and purities falling by
15 percent and 31 percent, respectively.

These results do not mean that our
work is done. Rather, they provide a
charter for future efforts. By pursuing
a balanced strategy that addresses the
epidemiology of drug use and the eco-
nomics of drug availability, we can fur-
ther reduce drug use in America.
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I thank the Congress for its support
and ask that it continue this noble
work on behalf of the American people.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 3, 2008.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BLUMENAUER). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the Chair will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on motions to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered,
or on which the vote is objected to
under clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

————

AUTHORIZING SECRETARY OF IN-
TERIOR TO LEASE LANDS IN
VIRGIN ISLANDS NATIONAL
PARK

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1143) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to lease certain lands in
Virgin Islands National Park, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1143

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act, the following definitions apply:

(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

(2) RUE.—The term ‘“RUE’ means the re-
tained use estate entered into by the Jackson
Hole Preserve and the United States on Sep-
tember 30, 1983.

(3) PARK.—The term ‘“‘park’ means Virgin Is-
lands National Park.

(4) CBI.—The term ‘“‘CBI’’ means CBI Acquisi-
tions, LLC.

(5) RESORT.—The term ‘“‘Resort’” means Caneel
Bay Resort on the island of St. John in Virgin
Islands National Park.

SEC. 2. LEASE AGREEMENT.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary may enter
into a lease agreement with CBI governing the
use of property for the continued management
and operation of the Resort.

(b) ADDITIONAL LANDS.—Any lease entered
into pursuant to this Act shall include the prop-
erty covered by the RUE and any associated
property owned by CBI donated to the National
Park Service.

(c) TERMS.—The lease agreement authorized
under subsection (a) shall—

(1) require that operations and maintenance
of the Resort are conducted in a manner con-
sistent with the preservation and conservation
of the resources and values of the Park as well
as the best interests of the Resort;

(2) be for the minimum number of years prac-
ticable to enable the lessee to secure financing
for any mecessary improvements to the Resort,
taking into account the financial obligations of
CBI, but in any event shall not exceed 40 years;

(3) prohibit any transfer, assignment or sale of
the lease or otherwise convey or pledge any in-
terest in the lease without prior written notifica-
tion to and approval by the Secretary;

(4) prohibit any increase in the number of
guest accommodations available at the Resort;

(5) prohibit any increase in the overall size of
the Resort;
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(6) prohibit the sale of partial ownership
shares or timeshares in the Resort;

(7) be designed to facilitate transfer of all
property covered by the lease to Federal admin-
istration upon expiration of the lease; and

(8) include any other provisions determined by
the Secretary to be necessary to protect the Park
and the public interest.

(d) APPRAISALS.—The Secretary shall require
appraisals to determine the fair market value of
all property covered by the RUE and any prop-
erty, including the value, if any, of the surren-
dered term of the RUE, owned by CBI to be do-
nated, or otherwise conveyed, to the National
Park Service. Such appraisals shall be con-
ducted pursuant to the Uniform Appraisal
Standards for Federal Land Acquisition.

(e) COMPENSATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The lease authorized by this
Act shall—

(A) require payment to the United States of
the property’s fair market value rent, taking
into account the value of any associated prop-
erty transferred by CBI as well as the value, if
any, of the surrendered term of the RUE;

(B) include a provision—

(i) allowing recalculation of the amount of the
payment required under this subsection, at the
request of the Secretary or CBI, in the event of
extraordinary unanticipated changes in condi-
tions anticipated at the time the lease was final-
ized; and

(ii) providing for binding arbitration in the
event the Secretary and CBI are unable to agree
upon an adjustment to the payment in these cir-
cumstances.

(2) DISTRIBUTION.—Eighty percent of the pay-
ment to the United States required by this sub-
section shall be available to the Secretary, with-
out further appropriation, for expenditure with-
in the Park. The remaining twenty percent shall
be deposited in the Treasury.

(3) APPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN LAW.—Section
321 of the Act of June 30, 1932 (40 U.S.C. 1302),
relating to the leasing of buildings and property
of the United States, shall not apply to the lease
entered into by the Secretary pursuant to this
Act.

SEC. 3. RETAINED USE ESTATE.

As a condition of the lease, CBI shall relin-
quish to the Secretary all rights under the RUE
and transfer, without compensation, ownership
of improvements covered by the RUE to the
United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) and the
gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) will
each control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from West Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I wish to
commend our distinguished colleague
from the Virgin Islands, a valuable
member of our Committee on Natural
Resources and the chairwoman of our
Insular Affairs Subcommittee, DONNA
CHRISTENSEN, for sponsoring the pend-
ing legislation, H.R. 1143.

The bill would authorize the National
Park Service to continue its successful
relationship with Caneel Bay Resort,
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ensure that park resources are pro-
tected, and allow the resort to under-
take needed maintenance and improve-
ment programs that will benefit visi-
tors to Virgin Islands National Park
and the Caneel Bay Resort well into
the future.

Congresswoman  CHRISTENSEN de-
serves our thanks for her work in en-
suring that visitor services at Virgin
Islands National Park are available
and that resources are protected.

I fully support passage of the pending
bill and urge its adoption by the House
today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to speak on H.R. 1143 and yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

This has been adequately explained
by Chairman RAHALL. We support this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I have no additional
speakers, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlelady from the Virgin Islands, Dr.
CHRISTENSEN.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. I thank the
chairman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in, of course,
strong support of H.R. 1143, legislation
I introduced to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to enter into a new ar-
rangement, a lease with the owners of
Caneel Bay Resort in my congressional
district.

I want to also thank Chairman RA-
HALL as well as Chairman GRIJALVA for
not only supporting the passage of this
bill, but for traveling to my district to
see for themselves the importance of
Caneel Bay to the island and to the
people of St. John.

Mr. Speaker, Caneel Bay traces its
roots to Laurence Rockefeller’s coming
to the island of St. John in 1952. He
purchased the then-existing resort fa-
cilities and also acquired more than
5,000 surrounding acres to protect the
area. In 1956, he donated the additional
land to create the Virgin Islands Na-
tional Park. At the same time, he cre-
ated Caneel Bay Resort, comprising 170
acres, which continues to complement
and to be environmentally consistent
with the natural beauty of the park’s
setting.

Mr. Rockefeller subsequently decided
to transfer the land underlying Caneel
Bay to the National Park Service,
while retaining the improvements and
continuing the Caneel Bay operations.
He accomplished this through the exe-
cution of a series of unique agreements
generally known as a retained use es-
tate, or RUE.

H.R. 1143 became necessary because
the RUR is slated to expire in 2023, and
its current owners require more than
the remaining 15 years to provide the
capital and long-term financing nec-
essary to reverse the decline of the fa-
cilities over the years and to return it
to the grandeur and stature that it de-
serves.
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