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SUNSET MEMORIAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand once again before this body with yet an-
other Sunset Memorial. 

It is February 28, 2008, in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave, and before 
the sunset today in America, almost 4,000 
more defenseless unborn children were killed 
by abortion on demand—just today. That is 
more than the number of innocent American 
lives that were lost on September 11th, only it 
happens every day. 

It has now been exactly 12,820 days since 
the travesty called Roe v. Wade was handed 
down. Since then, the very foundation of this 
Nation has been stained by the blood of al-
most 50 million of our own children. 

Some of them, Mr. Speaker, cried and 
screamed as they died, but because it was 
amniotic fluid passing over their vocal cords 
instead of air, we couldn’t hear them. 

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon. 

They were each just little babies who had 
done nothing wrong to anyone. Each one of 
them died a nameless and lonely death. And 
each of their mothers, whether she realizes it 
immediately or not, will never be the same. 
And all the gifts that these children might have 
brought to humanity are now lost forever. 

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy, 
this generation clings to a blind, invincible ig-
norance while history repeats itself and our 
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims to date, those yet 
unborn. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it is important for 
those of us in this Chamber to remind our-
selves again of why we are really all here. 

Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘The care of human 
life and its happiness and not its destruction is 
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.’’ 

The phrase in the 14th amendment capsul-
izes our entire Constitution. It says: ‘‘No state 
shall deprive any person of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of law.’’ Mr. Speaker, 
protecting the lives of our innocent citizens 
and their constitutional rights is why we are all 
here. It is our sworn oath. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
that clarion Declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core self-evident truth. It has made us 
the beacon of hope for the entire world. It is 
who we are. 

And yet Mr. Speaker, another day has 
passed, and we in this body have failed again 
to honor that foundational commitment. We 
failed our sworn oath and our God-given re-
sponsibility as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 
more innocent American babies who died 
today without the protection we should have 
given them. 

But perhaps tonight, Mr. Speaker, maybe 
someone new who hears this sunset memorial 
will finally realize that abortion really does kill 
little babies, that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express, and that 12,820 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 

in America is enough; and that the America 
that rejected human slavery and marched into 
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust, is still 
courageous and compassionate enough to 
find a better way for mothers and their babies 
than abortion on demand. 

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too 
soon each of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of the innocent unborn. May that be the 
day we find the humanity, the courage, and 
the will to embrace together our human and 
our constitutional duty to protect the least of 
these, our tiny American brothers and sisters, 
from this murderous scourge upon our Nation 
called abortion on demand. 

It is February 28, 2008—12,820 days since 
Roe v. Wade first stained the foundation of 
this Nation with the blood of its own children— 
this, in the land of the free and the home of 
the brave. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

b 1215 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MICHELLE H. 
PASCHAL, PRINCIPAL OF STE-
VENS CREEK ELEMENTARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor and pay tribute to 
a faithful and innovative public school 
educator in my 10th Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia. Michelle Paschal is 
the principal of Stevens Creek Elemen-
tary School in Columbia County, Geor-
gia. Her school boasts the county’s 
only foreign language department for 
elementary schools, and that program 
is extraordinary. 

On January 10, I had the opportunity 
to observe a first grade class under the 
tutelage of Senora Olga Biancheri. The 
entire 30-minute session was conducted 
in Spanish, with the teacher doing her 
teaching through song and story-
telling. I was utterly amazed to see the 
children comprehending and respond-
ing to what the teacher said. 

According to Biancheri, upon com-
pleting the fifth grade, these students 
are more conversational than most 
high school students who have studied 
Spanish for 2 years in any school sys-
tem. Many of these children are fluent. 

Unfortunately, this remarkable for-
eign language program has fallen vic-
tim to State budget cuts. The 2007–2008 
school year is the first year the school 
received no help from the State. Ms. 
Paschal kept the program alive by pe-
titioning the Columbia County Board 

of Education and parent-teacher orga-
nizations for funding. She also used 
half the salary for an enrichment posi-
tion, about $40,000, to pay for the Span-
ish teacher. Ms. Paschal and the Ste-
vens Creek Elementary facility are to 
be commended for their innovative 
commitment to the students of Colum-
bia County and their academic success. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise, also, to 
honor and pay tribute to an excep-
tional public school system in my 10th 
Congressional District in Georgia. 

Like so many school systems in 
Georgia, over the past two decades the 
Habersham County schools have been 
home to a growing number of immi-
grant students. The State mandates 
that schools serve these students 
through a program known as ESOL, or 
English to Speakers of Other Lan-
guages. 

Since the introduction of the first 
Laotian family to Habersham County 
schools in 1985, Superintendent Dr. 
Judy Forbes has been there from the 
very start, although at that time she 
served as instructional supervisor over 
the program. 

Today, more than 22 percent of the 
school system’s 6,800 students are en-
rolled in ESOL. With just 10 teachers 
serving 15 schools, the Habersham 
County school system is doing an out-
standing job. Many of the kindergarten 
and first grade students are speaking 
fluent English by Thanksgiving and by 
Christmas. 

For the sixth through 12th graders, 
Habersham County has a language in-
tensive Newcomers Academy. Through 
innovative teaching techniques, includ-
ing collaborating with North Georgia 
Technical Institute and the Cornelia- 
Habersham County Library, ESOL in-
structors report that students are 
learning with enthusiasm, and gradua-
tion rates are climbing. The message 
that teachers send to their students is 
that in the United States children have 
opportunities, and education will give 
them the biggest payoff. 

These educators’ dedication to all of 
their students, especially those for who 
English is their second language, is 
why at the beginning of this calendar 
year Habersham County schools be-
came one of four Title 1 Distinguished 
Districts in Georgia. 

I applaud their achievement and 
commend Habersham County and its 
educators on a job well done. 

f 

THE HOUSE HAS GONE HOME 
WITHOUT PASSING THE PROTECT 
AMERICA ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
it is now 12:17 p.m. This House came 
into session today at 10 a.m., 2 hours 
and 17 minutes ago. Across this Nation, 
many folks at work are taking a lunch 
break, others are probably preparing to 
go to lunch. Those on the second shift 
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are getting ready to go to work. Those 
on the night shift are resting or sleep-
ing so they can recover from last 
night’s work and get back and do it 
again tonight. So, where’s the House? 
Mr. Speaker, the House has gone home. 
The House has gone home. 

Today, we dealt with seven resolu-
tions, seven suspensions, seven bills 
that I think every person voted for 
completely, entirely. I don’t mean to 
belittle these resolutions, five of them 
were to name post offices, United 
States Post Offices. And although 
that’s not the most important thing we 
do, we honor individuals when we do 
so, and the individuals who were hon-
ored today were certainly deserving of 
that honor. Two other resolutions were 
to determine what the Congress will do 
with the United States Capitol during 
next year’s Presidential inauguration. 

Now, why is this important? Well, 
it’s important because the Protect 
America Act, the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act, has been allowed to 
expire by this leadership, by the Demo-
crat leadership of this House. Thirteen 
days now we’ve been blind, a unilateral 
disarmament of this Nation in our war 
on terror. You don’t have to believe 
me, Mr. Speaker. A newspaper in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, yes, 
Springfield, Massachusetts, said, ‘‘Led 
by Speaker NANCY PELOSI, the House 
let a crucial deadline come and go 
without even taking a vote on the mat-
ter. And it didn’t have to be this way. 
Both parties in the Senate cooperated, 
setting aside their differences to try to 
keep the citizenry safe. The House 
should have done the same thing. Only 
our enemies gain from this kind of po-
litical gamesmanship.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, many Members on our 
side of the aisle have come to this well 
and to the microphones over the last 5 
or 6 days that we’ve been in session and 
talked about the extreme importance 
of making certain that the Protect 
America Act is passed. I was on a radio 
station this morning in our good State 
of Georgia, and people on the radio 
show couldn’t believe that the House 
had let this opportunity, this responsi-
bility go. The folks in my district in 
the 6th District in Georgia believe that 
the primary responsibility of every sin-
gle Member who has the privilege of 
serving in this House is to protect our 
Nation. 

Many Members of the House travel to 
Iraq, back and forth to Iraq, some who 
went just last week and were told by 
generals in Iraq that not passing the 
Protect America Act 13 days ago has 
led to a decrease in their actionable in-
telligence in Iraq already. Don’t let 
anybody tell you, Mr. Speaker, that 
this hasn’t put America at greater 
harm in the last 13 days because it has. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for this House 
to act responsibly. It’s time for this 
Speaker and this Democrat leadership 
to stand up and make certain that we 
pass the Protect America Act. 

STATUS OF INTELLIGENCE 
SURVEILLANCE BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. I was not planning to 
speak, but the previous speaker has 
done what this administration did a 
little earlier today and has been doing 
over the days. We call it fear- 
mongering, trying to stampede this 
Congress into doing something that is 
contrary to our oath of office to pro-
tect the Constitution of the United 
States as well as defend our Nation 
from those who would harm our citi-
zens and our country. 

The gentleman’s assertion that the 
intelligence community is not able to 
intercept communications to protect 
our country is not true. Anybody who 
heard his words and was concerned by 
his representations ought to be dis-
abused of the fact of the accuracy of 
his assertions. In fact, the administra-
tion said that in a letter, a six-page 
letter, and within hours sent out an e- 
mail saying, No, we’re wrong. Tele-
phone companies are cooperating with 
us. We are able to intercept commu-
nications. 

But what he also did not mention is 
that we passed a bill 21⁄2 months ago, 
now 3 months ago, which would have 
provided the full authority the admin-
istration needed to continue doing 
what they needed to do. Without excep-
tion. Secondly, what he failed to say is 
that when the Senate failed to act for 
those 3 months, it was because the Re-
publican Party in the Senate precluded 
that bill from moving forward. But he 
didn’t represent that. And then they 
sent us the bill 2 days before a break 
was to be scheduled. That was consid-
ered, in my opinion, to try to preclude 
any further discussion on the issue. 
They believed they could do that by 
then appealing to the concerns, right-
ful concerns, of the American public 
that we continued to do everything 
necessary to keep them safe. That’s the 
commitment of all 435 Members of this 
House. It’s my commitment. I speak on 
behalf of my party, as majority leader 
of my party, with respect to that issue. 
Every Member wants to ensure. 

What he did not tell you, however, 
was because we only had some 48 hours 
of session, because we wanted to give it 
consideration, and because the normal 
process is to have a conference between 
the two Houses if there are differences 
as there are between the two pieces of 
legislation, we said to all of the Repub-
licans and to all of the Democrats, let 
us extend by 21 days the Protect Amer-
ica Act so that there is no question. 

What the gentleman from Georgia 
did not tell you is that every Repub-
lican person voted against that exten-
sion. They voted against the extension, 
and then when it did not pass, they 
said, Oh, America is at risk. It is like 
the child who killed both his parents 
and said, Have pity on me. I’m an or-
phan. They refused to pass the very 

legislation which would have kept the 
act that they say is necessary in full 
effect. 

The good news is that we have a stat-
ute on the books called the Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act which pro-
vides the administration with every 
authority it needs, but what it requires 
the administration to do is come to the 
FISA Court and get approval. There is 
no backlog in that court. Not a sec-
ond’s backlog in that court. And ad-
ministration officials have said we 
would not miss a beat in terms of our 
interception of communications. Ad-
ministration officials have said that 
within minutes approval could be 
granted, and under the FISA Act, the 
administration can act and then get 
approval after the fact. So I’m not sure 
what the generals were talking about. 

What the gentleman from Georgia 
did not mention as well is that we have 
been working every day since we left 
session on trying to reach a com-
promise so that we could move forward 
on this bill. We had a meeting this day 
to do that very thing, a meeting which 
was bipartisan. We had the administra-
tion involved. We are hopeful that we 
can reach agreement. 

So I want to assure the American 
public that the leadership of this House 
is going to do everything in our power 
to ensure that we protect this Nation 
and our people and to defeat those who 
fashion themselves to be radical Is-
lamic jihadist terrorists and ensure 
that they will be stopped, they will be 
caught, and that we will prevail in this 
war on terrorism. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES), is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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