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Mr. BERMAN. I am pleased to yield
again to the sponsor of this bill an ad-
ditional minute.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I do also
want to express my great respect for
the previous speaker, Representative
CANNON. He is a fellow of such great
heart and cheerful countenance, it has
been a pleasure to serve with him. He
and I now belong or shortly will belong
to an elite group. He will be joining the
Former Members of Congress. I am also
a member of the Former Members of
Congress.

I just want to relate to him that
many of us who are not serving at one
time, it is a respectful and honorable
position to be in. I want his family to
know how much we respect his service.
We know he is going to go on to do
great things for his community and his
family.

Congressman, I would like to tell you
how much we respect you. Hope you
come by and say hello on occasion.
Congratulations.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I just want to take a moment, the
irony of both Mr. SMITH and Mr. CAN-
NON being on the floor at the same
time. For so many years, I was on Eth-
ics Committee with Mr. SMITH as chair-
man during a big part of that time, on
the Immigration Committee with Mr.
SMITH being chairman for a part of
that time, and on Intellectual Prop-
erty, when Mr. SMITH was chairman for
a serious part of that time.

I hate to say this in front of the
ranking member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, but with the gentleman from
Utah, with whom I worked so closely
on so many different aspects of the im-
migration issue, I will sorely miss you.

We didn’t agree as much on all the
intellectual property issues as we did
on the immigration issues. But the
other side of the coin is, I didn’t agree
with the ranking member of Judiciary
on the immigration issues as much as I
did on the intellectual property issues.

But in both cases it has really been a
delight to work with both of you, and
particularly you, Mr. CANNON, because
at least for now you won’t be back here
next year. I will miss both your person
and your work on these issues, and we
shall prevail.

Mr. CANNON. Would the gentleman
yield?

Mr. BERMAN. I do.

Mr. CANNON. This is an amazing, ac-
tually, pass. Mr. INSLEE and I, of
course, have worked on the Natural Re-
sources Committee together and dif-
fered sharply on many issues, but never
unpleasantly.

This is an amazing pass where people
of such divergent views are together on
the same issue. It’s a nice send-off. 1
appreciate your Kkind comments and
those of the gentlelady from California
and the gentleman from Washington
and the gentleman from Texas.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I just want to say that we have be-
fore us legislation that is supported by
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the DMA association, the Digital
Media Association and the Sound Ex-
change, the collection agency, as well
as their component memberships, in-
cluding the labels, the performers, the
musicians, the backup singers, Na-
tional Public Radio, the small
webcasters. I should report, based on
the conversations and an amendment
that extends till February 15 the dead-
line, this bill does not have the opposi-
tion of the National Association of
Broadcasters.

I urge the passage of H.R. 7084 and
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7084, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

0 2030
HISTORIC MOMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, you know,
people often come up and say we are at
an historic moment. Every moment is
a part of history because at some time
what we are doing is going to be re-
corded but we really are at another de-
fining moment in American history
here this week and this weekend.

And the American people need to
know that House Republicans are
fighting for the right values and for
what 99 percent of Americans have
been telling us for the past week. I am
also happy to report that most House
Republicans agreed with their con-
stituents even before they began hear-
ing from their constituents, and that’s
a good thing for the American people
to know because that means our re-
solve is even stronger than it would
have been if some of our Members had
been of a different mind but changed
their mind once they started hearing
from their constituents.
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House Republicans are fighting to en-
sure that the rescue bill, the economic
rescue bill doesn’t give a blank check
to Wall Street at the expense of tax-
payers on Main Street. People have
been calling me all day today. I had a
call just before I came on the floor ask-
ing me are we all right. I am here to re-
assure the American people that from
our side of the aisle we are all right.
We are doing fine, and we are standing
strong. And I think it is very impor-
tant that we say that.

But I think also we need to say what
some of the specific things we are
fighting for and we are fighting
against. We are fighting to make sure
that we don’t slide into socialism in
this country. And we are fighting
against the special interests, the pork
barrel and the very groups that helped
get us into the situation that we are in
now. I want to say that we are working
hard to get out of any bill that is pre-
sented here that has pork barrel provi-
sions added by the Democrats, that
would reward the people who support
them and give them all their money.

Let me talk about three of those
groups. Number one, the trial lawyers.
Believe it or not, the Democrats have
figured out a way to put into this eco-
nomic recovery bill a great gift to the
trial lawyers, and that is something
that is called around here a cram down
provision.

It would allow people who don’t
think their mortgage rate is fair to go
to a bankruptcy judge and ask that
bankruptcy judge to change the condi-
tions of their mortgage. That is an
abomination. But what it would do is
give a lot of work to trial lawyers. We
have said there is a marker here, we
will not vote for any economic recov-
ery plan that is going to do that be-
cause it would undermine the effective-
ness of any economic recovery effort by
making it even harder to value these
securities.

There is another gift in the draft pre-
sented by the Democrats to big labor.
This gives Washington’s powerful big
labor bosses a big handout by having
them have ‘‘say on pay’’ or proxy ac-
cess provisions that the Democrats
have added to this.

And then a group that people have
asked me about ACORN. There is a big
gift in here to that group. It includes a
giveaway that would force taxpayers to
bankroll a slush fund to a discredited
ally of the Democratic Party. ACORN’s
fraudulent voter registration activities
on behalf of Democratic candidates are
well known.

This bill that the Democrats have
presented would return any profits
made in the long term from the eco-
nomic rescue package partly back to
ACORN. In fact, the first part of it
would go to ACORN for their often-ille-
gal help in helping Democrats get
elected.

I have, Mr. Speaker, a long list of
their most recent scandals and unlaw-
ful activities. Seven ACORN workers
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were charged with committing the big-
gest voter registration fraud in Wash-
ington State history. That was from
the Seattle Times.

Another article from the Wall Street
Journal, ‘‘Late last year, a handful of
ACORN canvassers in Washington
State admitted that they had falsified
voter registrations by illegally filling
out hundreds of forms with names such
as Dennis Hastert, Leon Spinks and
Fruito Boy Crispila.”

I don’t have time in the short time I
have available to read all of these ex-
cerpts from articles, but I would like to
put them all in the RECORD.

Mr. Speaker, I want the American
people to know, Republicans are fight-
ing for you.

“ACORN is a long-time advocacy group
with whom Obama was once associated. Re-
cently, though, ACORN workers in two
states have pleaded guilty to election fraud,
an unlikely recipient of federal largess.”” Fox
News Report, 9/26/08.

‘““Seven ACORN workers were charged with
‘committing the biggest voter-registration
fraud in [Washington] state history.””” The
Seattle Times, 7/26/07.

ACORN workers submitted ‘‘just over 1,800
new voter registration forms, but there was
a problem. The names were made up—all but
six of the 1,800 submissions were fakes... The
ACORN workers told state investigators that
they went to the Seattle public library, sat
at a table and filled out the voter registra-
tion forms. They made up names, addresses,
and Social Security numbers and in some
cases plucked names from the phone book.
One worker said it was a lot of hard work
making up all those names and another said
he would sit at home, smoke marijuana and
fill out the forms.” Fox News Channel, 5/02/
08.

“Late last year, a handful of ACORN can-
vassers in Washington state admitted that
they had falsified voter registrations by ille-
gally filling out hundreds of forms with
names such as Dennis Hastert, Leon Spinks
and Fruito Boy Crispila.” Wall Street Jour-
nal, 7/31/08.

“Eight workers for a get-out-the-vote ef-
fort in St. Louis city and county have plead-
ed guilty to federal election fraud for sub-
mitting false registration cards for the 2006
election, authorities said today. The workers
were employed by the Association of Com-
munity Organizations for Reform Now
(ACORN), gathering voter registrations.” As-
sociated Press, 4/02/08.

‘““Acorn has had a number of missteps. This
month its founder, Wade Rathke, resigned
after news emerged that his brother Dale had
embezzled nearly $1 million from Acorn and
affiliated groups eight years ago—informa-
tion the group kept from law-enforcement
authorities and most members. Dale Rathke
left the organization only last month.” Wall
Street Journal, 7/31/08.

So how exactly will ACORN be rewarded if
the Democrats get their way? Very simple:
behind closed doors, ACORN-friendly lan-
guage was slipped into the Democratic eco-
nomic rescue proposal by Senate Banking
Committee Chairman Chris Dodd (D-CT) and
House Financial Services Committee Chair-
man Barney Frank (D-MA). Take a look:

Transfer of a percentage of profits.

1. Deposits. Not less than 20 percent of any
profit realized on the sale of each troubled
asset purchased under this Act shall be de-
posited as provided in paragraph (2).

2. Use of deposits. Of the amount referred
to in paragraph (1)

1. 65 percent shall be deposited into the
Housing Trust Fund established under sec-
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tion 1338 of the Federal Housing Enterprises
Regulatory Reform Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C.
4568); and

2. 35 percent shall be deposited into the
Capital Magnet Fund established under sec-
tion 1339 of that Act (12 U.S.C. 4569).

Remainder deposited in the Treasury. All
amounts remaining after payments under
paragraph (1) shall be paid into the General
Fund of the Treasury for reduction of the
public debt.

What does this mean? The Wall Street
Journal breaks it down in an editorial pub-
lished today:

“What we have here essentially are a pair
of government slush funds created in July as
part of the Economic Recovery Act that
pump tax dollars into the coffers of low-in-
come housing advocacy groups, such as
Acorn.”

‘“‘Acorn, one of America’s most militant
left-wing ‘community activist groups,” is
spending $16 million this year to register
Democrats to vote in November. In the past
several years, Acorn’s voter registration pro-
grams have come under investigation in
Ohio, Colorado, Michigan, Missouri and
Washington, while several of their employees
have been convicted of voter fraud...”

That’s right. Rather than returning any
profits made in the long-term from the eco-
nomic rescue package, Democrats want to
first reward their radical allies at ACORN
for their help—often illegal help—in getting
Democrats elected to office. Families, sen-
iors, small businesses, and all American tax-
payers deserve better than what Democratic
leaders are attempting to jam down their
throats.

The rescue package should not become a
““‘Christmas tree’’ for the Democratic Major-
ity’s far-left wing political agenda that seeks
to shower taxpayer dollars upon groups like
ACORN. On behalf of beleaguered taxpayers
across the nation, House Republicans will
continue to fight to remove the ACORN pay-
back and any other Democratic poison-pills
from the economic rescue package.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 56 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. TANCREDO addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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VACATING 5-MINUTE SPECIAL
ORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the 5-minute Special Order
of the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
TANCREDO) is vacated.

There was objection.

———

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. TANCREDO) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor tonight to speak on a sub-
ject that I have spoken on many, many
times over the course of my career in
this Congress. This will be the last
time I will be able to address this body
in a Special Order on this particular
issue.

I am reminded of nearly a decade ago
when I arrived in the House of Rep-
resentatives in 1999 and there was real-
ly no organized effort to facilitate a
discussion on the critical issue of im-
migration and immigration reform.
The task I felt at that time was to
bring it to the Nation’s attention any
way I could, being one Member of the
House and as a freshman, there are rel-
atively few ways to accomplish that
goal. One way was to address the House
through the Special Order process, and
I did that night after night after night.

I would sometimes walk away from
here thinking it may have been a futile
gesture. I would leave here and it
would be quite late walking across to
my office in Longworth, and I would
look back at the Capitol dome and I
would see the light shining on it and I
would think about the importance of
what I was trying to accomplish here.
And at my office, there were always
lights on the phones, I could see people
calling and hear the fax machine going,
and I knew there were people out there
who were listening to this discussion
and who were responding to it and that
always gave me the energy to continue
the discussion, to come back the next
night and do whatever I could to get
people to focus on what I considered to
be and what I still consider to be one of
the most serious problems facing the
Nation. Certainly it is one of the most
serious domestic problems facing the
Nation.

Now we are talking about a financial
crisis and it has sucked up all of the
energy in the room and all of the en-
ergy on Capitol Hill. All of the oxygen
has been sucked up by this discussion,
and I understand why. It is a crucial
issue, crucial to our constituents and
enormously important throughout the
world, as a matter of fact.

It is important I think also to recog-
nize there is an aspect of this discus-
sion which does go back to the original
issue of illegal immigration into the
country, and it is no small part of the
problem that we now face.
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