February 25, 2008

did not contest those as they went. But
we wanted to make sure, as Christine
Jennings moved this debate and this
argument, as we were going through,
that we looked at every single one.

I want to thank the State of Florida.
Before we even went to study it, they
went through analyzing all the ma-
chines. We had the GAO look at every
ability of the machines, even miscalcu-
lating the machines as they came for-
ward to make sure they were still cor-
rect.

The American public can be very
proud to know that every vote in the
13th District was counted. The out-
come was correct, and Congressman
VERN BUCHANAN was elected on that
day and still elected today. I want to
congratulate the work that was done
by the task force.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, 1
just do want to have some parting
words to the members of the task
force, Congresswoman ZOE LOFGREN,
and, of course, my colleague from Cali-
fornia, Congressman MCCARTHY, be-
cause they really worked very hard. As
I indicated, all decisions were unani-
mous, which made the process go
smoothly.

I also want to recognize Congressman
DAN LUNGREN from California, who is
not an official member of the task
force but was present during some of
the briefings and was very instructive.

The last thought is, of course, that
the task force and the full committee
simply were acknowledging the respon-
sibility that is laid before this body,
and that is to determine the qualifica-
tions and who actually will sit and
take the oath and have the great privi-
lege of joining us here in what is often
referred to as the people’s House.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise in support of House Resolution
989.

Madam Speaker, on February 12th the
Committee on House Administration unani-
mously recommended dismissal of the election
contest relating to the 13th Congressional dis-
trict of Florida. The late Chairwoman Juanita
Millender-McDonald had established a task
force to investigative this contest election in
which over 18,000 ballots did not show a vote
cast for the U.S. Congressional race in Sara-
sota County, Florida. Former judge, and our
colleague, Representative CHARLES GONZALEZ
was appointed Chair, along with Representa-
tives LOFGREN and MCCARTHY as members of
the task force. After the task force established
the need to investigate, every vote to deter-
mine the scope and direction of the investiga-
tion was unanimous.

The task force engaged the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) to explore whether
the voting machines used in Sarasota County
contributed to the unusually high number of
undervotes. GAO also was instructed to as-
sess whether additional voting machines test-
ing was needed. When GAO recommended
further testing in October 2007, the task force
directed the GAO to design and execute test-
ing protocols to determine the reliability of the
Sarasota County voting equipment.
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Last week, the GAO presented its findings
and conclusions to the task force. They found
that the Sarasota County voting machines did
not contribute to the large undervote in the
Congressional race for the 13th District of
Florida. The GAO acknowledged that the
undervote could have been caused by voters
who chose not vote for that race, or by voters
who did not properly cast their ballots because
of poor ballot design. In any case, the ma-
chines were not the culprits. Since that time,
some groups have attacked the GAO study as
imprecise for a host of speculative reasons.
However, the Contestant’s central argument in
the election contest before the committee was
that voting machine malfunction caused the
abnormal undervote, and GAQ’s focus of anal-
ysis was directed solely to the voting machine
malfunction issue.

Under the Federal Contested Election Act, a
Contestant must submit allegations that, if
proven, would have altered the election out-
come. The task force and the Committee on
House Administration have conducted a thor-
ough investigation and believe that the find-
ings of the GAO are compelling. Therefore,
the Contestant’s argument that malfunctioning
electronic voting machines caused the 18,000
undervote in Sarasota County was not sup-
ported. For this reason, | urge members to
support to passage of House Resolution 989
to dismiss this election contest.

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to the order of the House of
today, the resolution is considered read
and the previous question is ordered.

The question is on the resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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HONORING RICHARD JOHNSON, JR.

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, community volun-
teers run our school boards, our civil
centers, help with youth programs, and
assist our hospitals. They make a dif-
ference to so many and ask for nothing
more than an opportunity to give.

Richard Johnson, Jr., is not your av-
erage community volunteer, and dur-
ing Black History Month, I would like
to honor him for his dedication to serv-
ice. A community activist and well-
known civil volunteer, Richard has de-
voted his spare time to promote edu-
cation, health care, and politics around
the Aiken area.

He is not only a volunteer to his re-
gion, he has also served his Nation in
the United States Army and is a mem-
ber of the Korean War Veterans Asso-
ciation.

Each of the boards Richard serves,
councils he governs, and committees he
chairs, bears the benefit of his knowl-
edge, commitment, and experience.

During this month, our Third Dis-
trict of South Carolina recognizes the
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true community service of Richard
Johnson, Jr., and I proudly thank him
for those he has served in his State and
in his Nation.

——
ATPA EXTENSION

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, extending the existing Andean
Trade Preference Act for Colombia,
Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador through
2008 is a necessary measure, but one
that only goes halfway. It cannot sub-
stitute for passage of the Colombia
Free Trade Agreement, which is of cen-
tral importance in defending critical
U.S. strategic interests in the region.

Colombia has been an indispensable
ally in the fight to keep drugs off
American streets, and it has success-
fully battled armies of narcoterrorists
even as it has consolidated its democ-
racy. It is a steadfast partner in an in-
creasingly unstable region where en-
emies of the United States and stra-
tegic competitors are making rapid ad-
vances.

But the strongest argument for the
Colombian Free Trade Agreement is
that although it would benefit Colom-
bia enormously, it would benefit the
United States even more. Those op-
posed to the Colombia FTA do not un-
derstand that the existing trade pref-
erences give Colombian businesses easy
access to U.S. markets but do nothing
about giving U.S. businesses greater
access to Colombia’s markets.

Madam Speaker, only the free trade
agreement can do that. Let us pass it
soon.

——
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
WRONG DIRECTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, the
favorite question of political pollsters
of late is the benchmark right direc-
tion/wrong direction question: ‘““Do you
think our country is headed in the
right direction or the wrong direc-
tion?”’

This year, most people say ‘‘wrong
direction,” and the reason is because
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our jobs are headed in the wrong direc-
tion. There is a new report out by
AMTAC, the American Manufacturing
Trade Action Coalition, that details
the extent of the job loss in Ohio, the
State I represent, just since 2000.

The job washout in Ohio over the
past 7 years is the worst since the
Great Depression. The damage to
Ohio’s economy has been concentrated
in the manufacturing sector. Our farm-
ers are currently enjoying record high
prices for corn, soybeans, wheat, and
eggs.

But manufacturing is a different
story. It is the story of lost strength
and of lost independence. It is the story
of one of America’s largest States tee-
tering on the precipice. And the situa-
tion in Michigan is even more dire.

Our Nation has lost 3.4 million jobs
in manufacturing and another 700,000
in the information sector since the be-
ginning of the Bush administration. In
the past 7 years, total nonfarm employ-
ment in Ohio has declined by 3.7 per-
cent, a loss of over 209,400 jobs, accord-
ing to Dr. Charles McMillion, author of
the report. In the manufacturing sec-
tor, Ohio has lost over 236,000 jobs,
most of those good-paying jobs with
good benefits.

According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, manufacturing employment
in Ohio dropped from 1 million jobs at
the end of 2000 to 777,200 jobs at the end
of 2007. That loss of 236,000 manufac-
turing jobs represents a 23.3 percent
drop in employment.

Put another way, almost a quarter of
the manufacturing jobs in Ohio have
disappeared in the last 7 years. Only
three of Ohio’s metropolitan areas
added jobs over the past 3 years, and
none of them even matched the 4.3 per-
cent overall U.S. job growth, which, by
the way, is the weakest T7T-year period
since the mid-1940s demobilization
after World War II.

Akron has the best recent record in
Ohio, adding 4.1 percent to its job base.
Then came Cincinnati and Columbus at
2 percent or less. I am going to place in
the RECORD the job casualties in Ohio
by metropolitan statistical area, and I
would invite all of the candidates run-
ning for President to get off of their
high horses and all these stage crowd
rallies and come to us, to travel with
the delegation from Ohio to places like
Cleveland, Elyria, and Mentor which
have lost over 48,800 manufacturing
jobs. Or to Youngstown/Warren that
has lost over 14,000; or to Steubenville/
Weirton, West Virginia, over 3,800 jobs;
or to Sandusky, which I represent, hav-
ing lost 3,600 manufacturing jobs.

There you have it. That’s why people
in Ohio say the country is headed in
the wrong direction. And why is this
happening, why has Ohio lost more
than a quarter of a million manufac-
turing jobs? The main reason, accord-
ing to Auggie Tantillo, executive direc-
tor of AMTAC, is the Bush administra-
tion’s failed trade policies, and I might
say the prior administration’s as well,
and the flood of imported products
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from everywhere in the world: China,
Mexico, Indonesia, and Malaysia. The
U.S. imported $1.37 trillion in manufac-
tured goods in 2007 alone, and we in-
curred a trade deficit in manufacturing
of half a trillion dollars. This is not the
hallmark of a strong economy. This is
not characteristic of an independent
people. And Communist China ac-
counted for more than 50 percent of
that half-trillion-dollar deficit in man-
ufactured goods.

According to AMTAC, America can’t
keep running on its China credit card
to buy foreign manufactured goods. We
need to make things here. We need to
be a production economy, not just a fi-
nance economy. We have to restart our
manufacturing engine.

According to Dr. McMillion, the au-
thor of the AMTAC report, the jobs
data tell only one important part of
Ohio’s past-7-year economic story, yet
these record job losses bear strong wit-
ness to the depressing effects of record
trade deficits and the loss of U.S. pro-
duction that they represent. Another
key part of Ohio’s past-7-year economic
history is the unprecedented level of
household and Federal debt that even
in Ohio played a vital role in moder-
ating the effects of import competi-
tion, outsourcing, and job loss. With
the soaring engine of household debt
now sputtering and debt service pay-
ments rising, strong industrial and
trade policies seem urgently needed to
halt Ohio’s further decline.

The candidates coming through Ohio
keep wondering: What do Ohioans care
about? They care about job creation in
the United States of America. They
care about exporting goods, not jobs.
They care about independence for
America and the future of good jobs
with good wages.

The favorite question of political pollsters is
the benchmark right direction/wrong direction
question. “Do you think the country is headed
in the right direction or wrong direction.”

This year, most people say “wrong direc-
tion,” and the reason is because our jobs are
headed in the wrong direction.

There’s a new report out by the American
Manufacturing  Trade  Action  Coalition
(AMTAC) that details the extent of the job loss
in Ohio since 2000.

The job washout in Ohio over the past 7
years is the worst since the Great Depression.

The damage to Ohio’s economy has been
concentrated in the manufacturing sector. Our
farmers are currently enjoying record high
prices for corn, soybeans, wheat and eggs.

But manufacturing is a different story. It's
the story of lost strength and the loss of inde-
pendence. It is the story of one of America’s
largest states, teetering on the precipice. (And
the situation in Michigan is even more dire.)

Our Nation has lost 3.4 million jobs in man-
ufacturing and another 700,000 in the informa-
tion sector since the beginning of the Bush ad-
ministration.

In the past 7 years, total non-farm employ-
ment in Ohio has declined by 3.7 percent, a
loss of 209,400 jobs, according to Dr. Charles
McMillion, author of the report.

In the manufacturing sector, Ohio has lost
236,000 jobs—many of them good paying jobs
with good benefits.
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According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, manufacturing employment in Ohio
dropped from 1.01 million jobs at the end of
2000 to 777,200 at the end of 2007. That loss
of 236,000 manufacturing jobs represents a
23.3 percent decline in employment.

Put another way, almost a quarter of the
manufacturing jobs in Ohio have disappeared
in the past seven years.

Only three of Ohio’s metropolitan areas
added jobs over the past 3 years and none of
them even matched the 4.3 percent overall
U.S. job growth (which, by the way, is the
weakest 7-year period since the mid-1940’s
demobilization from World War 1I).

Akron has the best recent record in Ohio,
adding 4.1 percent to its job base. Then came
Cincinnati and Columbus (2 percent or less).

Here are the job casualties in Ohio by Met-
ropolitan Statistical Area:

Cleveland/Elyria/Mentor: 48,800 manufac-
turing jobs; Cincinnati/Middletown: 27,100
manufacturing jobs; Dayton: 25,100 manufac-
turing jobs—one of the worst hit cities; Colum-
bus: 24,700 manufacturing jobs; Toledo:
14,100 manufacturing jobs; Youngstown/War-
ren: 14,000 manufacturing jobs; Canton/
Massillon: 13,200 manufacturing jobs; Akron:
10,100 manufacturing jobs; Springfield: 6,000
manufacturing jobs—the hardest hit city in
Ohio; Mansfield: 4,300 manufacturing jobs;
Lima: 3,900 manufacturing jobs; Steubenville/
Weirton, West Virginia: 3,800 manufacturing
jobs; and Sandusky: 3,500 manufacturing
jobs.

There you have it.

That's why people in Ohio say the country’s
headed in the wrong direction.

And why is this happening? Why has Ohio
lost more than a quarter of a million manufac-
turing jobs?

The main reason, according to Auggie
Tantillo, executive director of AMTAC, is the
Bush administration’s failed trade policies and
a flood of imported products from China and
other low-wage countries.

The U.S. imported $1.37/trillion in manufac-
tured goods in 2007, according to the report.

The U.S. incurred a trade deficit in manufac-
turing of $499 billion. That is not the hallmark
of a strong economy. That is not the char-
acteristic of an independent people.

And Communist China accounted for more
than 50 percent of that half-trillion-dollar deficit
in manufactured goods.

According to AMTAC, America can't keep
running up its ‘China credit card’ to buy for-
eign manufactured goods. We need to make
things here. We need to be a production econ-
omy, not just a finance economy. We have to
restart our manufacturing engine.

According to Dr. McMillion, author of the
AMTAC report:

The jobs data tell only one important part
of Ohio’s past seven year economic story.
Yet these record job losses bare strong wit-
ness to the depressing effects of record trade
deficits and the loss of US production that
they represent. Another key part of Ohio’s
past seven year economic history is the un-
precedented levels of household and federal
debt stimulus that—even in Ohio—played a
vital role in moderating the effects of import
competition, outsourcing and job loss. With
the soaring engine of household debt now
sputtering and debt service payments rising,
strong industrial and trade policies seem ur-
gently needed to halt Ohio’s further de-
cline.”
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