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The House met at 4 p.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, in today’s world of com-
puter communication and wireless
transactions, time itself may seem rel-
ative or irrelevant. But there are those
who know, be they actors or politi-
cians, that the art of timing is the key
to their success.

Lord, help the Members of Congress
and all who work on Capitol Hill make
the most of the time given them. Some
break new ground; others simply plant
the seed; others only nurture the pro-
gressive growth; and still others are
there only to bind up the harvest. Yet
all rejoice in the final product, even if
they only added to what others did be-
fore them. May everyone find satisfac-
tion in that small portion each one is
required to do, which contributes to
the whole.

In the end, Lord, let all rejoice to-
gether in the common effort to protect,
defend, and guide the establishment of
laws and policies that are best for this
Nation. Then, to You, Lord God, there
will be thanks and praise because You
glory in the work and the workers who
accomplished Your holy will for the
moment and forever.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. COURTNEY led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

PROTECT AMERICA ACT MUST BE
MADE PERMANENT

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, it has
been more than a week since the House
left town without voting on critical in-
telligence legislation. This bipartisan
legislation would have permanently
fixed the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act, FISA, and enabled our intel-
ligence community to monitor effec-
tively foreign terrorists in electronic
communications.

A 6-month fix to FISA, the Protect
America Act, expired on February 17.
It had allowed our intelligence agen-
cies to monitor foreign terrorists’ elec-
tronic communications on foreign soil
without time-consuming court orders.
But the House refused to take up the
bill that passed the Senate with broad
bipartisan support by a vote of 68-29.
More than 20 Democrats voted in favor
of this legislation to make the Protect
America Act permanent. By refusing to
consider this legislation, the House is
embarking on an act of reckless irre-
sponsibility.

America cannot afford to hit pause
on our surveillance of foreign terror-
ists. Now that the Protect America Act
has expired, our intelligence commu-
nity faces cumbersome bureaucratic
hurdles to monitoring the communica-
tion of suspected foreign terrorists.
This paper-pushing approach takes pre-
cious time, which could mean the dif-
ference in thwarting the terrorists’
plans or even protecting the lives of
our troops.

We must pass this bill now. The votes
are there. Not acting endangers our
Nation’s security and puts barriers in

the way of fighting radical terrorists.
This bill has broad bipartisan support,
and refusing to allow it to come up for
a vote amounts to putting the so-called
civil liberties of terrorists before the
safety of all Americans.

——————

THOU SHALT NOT FLIRT

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the Saudi
Arabian religious police will arrest its
citizens for a multitude of ‘“‘sins.” Last
week, the religious police arrested 57
Arabian men in front of a mall in
Mecca for, get this, the crime of flirt-
ing. The 57 men were dancing to pop
music and not wearing traditional
clothing. The religious police arrested
them and refused to release the men
unless they can prove they did not flirt
with women. So much for innocent till
proven guilty.

This is yet another example of when
civil governments use their state reli-
gion of Islam to put their own citizens
in jail for religious activity.

The powerful religious police make
sure that women are covered up, that
they don’t wear makeup, that the sexes
don’t mingle, and that the stores close
five times a day for Muslim prayers,
and that men worship at the mosque.

BEarlier this month, Saudi Arabia
banned the sale of red roses and other
symbols that marked Valentine’s Day
because they are connected with a
Christian holiday. Saudi Arabia cer-
tainly cannot allow any religious dis-
sension in their country. Saudi Arabia
expects other countries to be tolerant
of Islam but is intolerant of all reli-
gions except its own. I wonder if hypoc-
risy is a violation of the Islam reli-
gion?

And that’s just the way it is.
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