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continue her work as long as she is able to
perform it.

I know that my colleagues in the United
States Congress join me in commending Joan
Schwade for her service and dedication to the
Protivin community as a meter reader. | con-
sider it an honor to represent her in Congress,
and | wish her all the best in her future en-
deavors.

LITTLE HOMETOWN SOLDIERS OF
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA
BRING GREAT COMFORT
THROUGH MUSIC AND PRAYERS

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker,
With their voices of angels, the Little Home-
town Soldiers of St. Petersburg, Florida bring
the greatest of comfort and joy to the families
of our men and women in uniform who have
deployed around the world to protect our free-
dom.

This unique group of children ranging in age
from 3 to 16, was founded in 2003 by Elaine
Hopkins to speak in a special way to the
youngest family members of our deployed
servicemembers. Through patriotic songs, dra-
matic plays, cards and letters, and personal
appearances locally and nationally they pro-
vide immeasurable support to children and
adults alike. They visit Veterans Hospitals and
Nursing Centers and sing at the funerals of
fallen servicemembers. Having been with them
on a number of these occasions, | can tell you
that their words and songs of hope and en-
couragement are most appreciated.

The Little Hometown Soldiers have per-
formed on national television, they have trav-
eled to Washington to perform at the Armed
Forces Retirement Home, and they sang for
our returning troops as part of Operation
Home Front at MacDill Air Force Base in
Tampa.

Madam Speaker, Elaine Hopkins has done
a remarkable job with these children who are
this generation’s young patriots. Even at their
early ages, they understand the shared sac-
rifice of our troops and their families and they
understand the true cost of freedom having at-
tended the funerals of many of our heroes.

On Memorial Day weekend, they will per-
form a special concert entitled “I Believe | Can
Fly” as a tribute to the children and families of
our fallen servicemembers. The event at 3 pm
on Sunday, May 25, 2008 at The Paladium
Theatre in St. Petersburg, Florida is free and
open to the public.

Madam Speaker, | wish all my colleagues
could be with me that day to hear the words
of support and encouragement these children
bring to families who have suffered the great-
est of loses. The Little Hometown Soldiers are
comprised of Camry Moody, Jermaine Lewis,
Sherice Johnson, RoShaun Dudley, RaShard
Dudley, Nehemiah Sonnylal, Johnathan
Rosario, Isabelle Rosario, Tamaira Char-
lemagne, Giriffin Ford, Sajon Ford, Nykko
Ford, Phoenix Ford, Keanu Ford, Mariangela
Vasquez, Jissel Vasquez, Marcos Vasquez,
Amanda Puyot, Darquell Pierre, Andrea
Young, Prentazia Crawford, Shandra Gordon,
Erica McCallister, Destine Wilson, Sydney
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Peterman, lyonna Holloway, Jamesia Hollo-
way, and Gisselle Zayas. They are one of our
area’s and our Nation’s greatest treasures and
| would ask you to join me in saying thank you
to them for sharing their gift of love and music.
—

HONORING HORACE FINCHER
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mr. Horace Fincher, the mayor of the
city of Lytle, in recognition of his exemplary
leadership in the growth of the city during his
tenure, which ends on May 12, 2008.

Horace Fincher served as Mayor of the City
of Lytle for 14 years after having served on
the Lytle City Council for 6 years. During his
tenure, Mayor Fincher worked to increase the
tax base for taxpayers in Lytle by bringing in
businesses such as H-E-B, Sonic Drive-In,
McDonald’s, Bill Miller Bar-B-Q, Camino Real
Mental Health & Mental Retardation (MHMR)
Center, Hurley Funeral Home, and Tri-County
Dialysis Center. He also has endeavored in
bringing consecutive grant proposals to the
Alamo Area Council of Governments
(AACOG), which is a voluntary association of
local governments and organizations in twelve
counties that serves its members through
planning, information, and coordination activi-
ties.

Mayor Fincher truly led by example and it is
to his credit that the city of Lytle has seen an
improvement in its business capital, and a re-
newal of infrastructure projects. The city is a
truly better place because of the dedication
that Mayor Fincher has shown in his public
service.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have this
time to recognize Mayor Horace Fincher, and
| thank you for this time.

IN RECOGNITION OF SAC-
RAMENTO’S CHILD SAFETY AD-
VOCATES

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize many of Sacramento’s out-
standing individuals and businesses as mem-
bers of the Sacramento community gather at
the Child Abuse Prevention Center's annual
Inspirations luncheon. The men and women
being honored this afternoon are dedicated to
the prevention of child abuse and well-being of
Sacramento’s children and families. | ask all
my colleagues to join me in honoring these
fine Sacramentans.

David Ballard and the Children’s Receiving
Home of Sacramento are receiving the com-
munity service provider award. The Children’s
Receiving Home of Sacramento is a shelter
for abused and neglected children in Sac-
ramento County. The only shelter of its kind,
the Children’s Receiving Home serves over
1,800 children each year. | would like to com-
mend them on their ability to help these chil-
dren in their time of need. David is being hon-
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ored for his contributions to a variety of cam-
paigns that have secured funding to help im-
prove and expand the faciliies and make
changes in the care children receive there. In
addition to his dedication to the Children’s Re-
ceiving Home of Sacramento, Mr. Ballard has
served on the Children’s Coalition’s board, the
human services planning council, the family
support collaborative executive committee and
the child welfare redesign steering committee.

The hearts and hands award is being pre-
sented to Anthony Pico for his work with our
foster care system. Mr. Pico was raised in fos-
ter homes and at 15 he began working with
other youth in the California Youth Connection
and the Y.O.U.T.H. Training Programs. He
has worked with the American Bar Associa-
tion, Casey Family Programs, Pitzer College,
the California Institute for Mental Health, the
John Burton Foundation for Children Without
Homes, and has held positions with the San
Francisco Youth Commission—Mayoral Ap-
pointee Commission and the Blue Ribbon
Commission on Children in Foster Care. For
his dedication to improving our foster care
system, Mr. Pico was the 2005, 2006, and
2007 recipient of the Youth Leadership Award
from the City and County of San Francisco
and is now being honored by his Sacramento
partners.

This year, the Board of Directors Award
goes to a coalition of health care providers
and agencies in Sacramento for launching
California’s first Shaken Baby Syndrome Pre-
vention Program (SBS). The Sacramento
County Departments of Health and Human
Services, Child Protective Services, and Public
Health Nursing in conjunction with Catholic
Healthcare West-Mercy, Sutter Medical Cen-
ter, Sacramento, the DC Davis Medical Center
and the Child Abuse Prevention Center have
championed this important cause. This pro-
gram is modeled after a program in New York
which has greatly reduced incidents of SBS by
50 percent in that State. With this program
hospitals will provide educational materials to
new parents on the dangers of shaking their
babies and the prevention techniques that par-
ents can use to avoid this heartbreaking form
of child abuse. These organizations have
come together to reduce the incidence of SBS
and most importantly protect our children.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize
these individuals and businesses for their ex-
traordinary work on behalf of children and
families in the Sacramento area, and | would
like to thank the Child Abuse Prevention Cen-
ter for their dedication to our children’s safety.
On behalf of the people of Sacramento and
the Fifth Congressional District of California, |
ask all my colleagues to join me in honoring
their unwavering commitment to Sacramento’s
youth.

————

HONORING LOUISIANA HONORAIR
AND T.D. SMITH, LINDA
DAUTREUIL AND SALLIE
VARRELMAN

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay honor to America’s World War Il
veterans. These veterans represent the best
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of our country, and | am grateful to work with
Louisiana HonorAir to salute them, the coura-
geous men and women who stood to protect
America.

This weekend 97 veterans from Southwest
Louisiana will make the three hour flight to our
Nation’s capital. In Washington, D.C., the
group will tour the WWII Memorial, Korean
Memorial and Vietnam Memorial and attend a
wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Ceme-
tery. For many veterans in the group, it is their
first time to tour the WWII Memorial because
of its recent construction. Then, as quickly as
they came, the group will return to a hero’s
welcome in Lafayette, Louisiana where family
and friends will gather to show their apprecia-
tion one more time.

Having met many of these groups in Wash-
ington, | continue to be awestruck by the reac-
tions of these men and women who stood up
to tyranny in Europe and Asia. Many rarely
talk about their service, instead, looking to
happier times. However, in the company of
others who nobly served, they are able to
frankly discuss their experiences, share tearful
stories and remember comrades missing or
killed in action.

Since 2007, more than 800 Louisiana vet-
erans participated in the HonorAir program. Its
success is a testament to one man’s vision—
T.D. Smith. To demonstrate his appreciation to
our veterans, T.D., a local radio host, started
the program in January 2007 after learning of
a similar effort in North Carolina. Smith began
gathering sponsors and raising money needed
to pay for the flights, buses and tours.

Corporal Earl Flatt, of Broussard, Louisiana,
a combat veteran of lwo Jima, said, “My faith
in America was increased once again by the
enthusiasm of the people of Acadiana, who
embraced this project and made it all pos-
sible.” Corporal Flatt was on the first HonorAir
flight, and he remembered being at the WWII
Memorial as one of the most rewarding days
of his life. Referring to T.D., he said, “Mere
words cannot express my appreciation for T.D.
Smith. His enthusiasm, work habits and patri-
otism is never exhausted. He would have
been a hell of a Marine.”

T.D.’s leadership and commitment to this
project and our veterans is extraordinary. His
humble demeanor further highlights the con-
tributions of the veterans, many whom are
strangers before the flight, and belies the typ-
ical boisterous on-air radio personality many
would expect. T.D. ensures the HonorAir pro-
gram never fails to remember its mission of
“celebrating Louisiana’s own—their courage,
their valor, their sacrifice in WWIL.”

In addition to T.D.'s vision, the success
ofthe program depends on a myriad of fund-
raising and logistics. This program is truly a
broad community effort, and volunteers
throughout the Acadiana area who help raise
funds, serve on the board of directors, and act
as guardians on each flight, should all be
commended for their tireless efforts. However,
Linda Dautreuil and her mother Sallie
Varrelman each stepped forward to pilot the
efforts of others. Ensuring each veteran re-
ceived attention to their specific details, this
mother-daughter team serve each flight partici-
pant with care. They plan, organize, and im-
plement each flight guaranteeing the experi-
ence of a lifetime for these worthy veterans.
Linda’s respect and admiration for these WWII
heroes, and her wish to thank them for their
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sacrifice, is evident in her commitment to this
project. And, Sallie, with a soft British accent,
is repaying a 70-year debt to the brave Amer-
ican soldiers she remembers stationed around
her Boumemouth, England home as a 12-
year-old in 1939.

T.D., Linda and Sallie each exemplify patri-
otism and service to our great nation as they
honor those of the “greatest generation.” One
man, who accompanied his father-in-law on a
Louisiana HonorAir flight last year, expressed
the profound affect this extraordinary expres-
sion of kindness has on those who served so
heroically.

He said, “one of the most memorable mo-
ments was when we were waiting for our bus
to pick us up at the WWII Memorial. As usual,
T.D. was walking around, joking and talking to
the Vets as he smoked a cigar. My father-in-
law took a deep breath and commented on
how well it smelled. It was then that T.D. un-
selfishly offered him a cigar and a light. Well,
Mr. Trahan thought he had won the lottery.
T.D. gave him a cigar and light and stood
there talking to him, making him feel like the
most important person in the world.”

Unfortunately, shortly after his flight, the
man’s father-in-law passed away. His story
emphasizes the importance of honoring these
veterans before it is too late.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in re-
membering the brave men and women who
defended America and in commending Lou-
isiana HonorAir, T.D. Smith, Linda Dautreuil,
and Sallie Varrelman who convey our appre-
ciation in such a remarkable way.

——————

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF NATIONAL
TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, in recogni-
tion of National Teacher Appreciation week, |
rise today to pay tribute to teachers across the
country. It is always appropriate to thank those
who devote their lives to the education of our
Nation’s children, but Teacher Appreciation
Week gives us a special opportunity to remind
educators that we support what they do and
want to partner with them in the important
work of preparing today’s children to be tomor-
row’s leaders.

Every day, educators inspire, teach, and
make a difference in our lives. Teaching is a
challenging and rewarding job, and those who
choose to undertake it deserve our respect
and gratitude. It should be a priority for Con-
gress to ensure that teachers have the tools
they need to make a difference in the lives of
their students, and | am pleased that my col-
leagues recently joined me in expressing their
full support for America’s educators by unani-
mously passing resolutions in recognition of
National Teacher Appreciation week.

| am grateful for the positive impact that my
teachers have had on my life, and | appreciate
the work and dedication of our Nation’s edu-
cators in teaching the future business leaders,
farmers, and citizens of our country.
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THE PASSENGER RAIL INVEST-
MENT AND IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 2008 AND THE RAIL INFRA-
STRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND
EXPANSION ACT FOR THE 218T
CENTURY

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, together
with  Ranking Member MicA, Subcommittee
Chairwoman BROWN, Subcommittee Ranking
Member SHUSTER, and more than 30 other
Members of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, | am pleased to introduce
the “Passenger Rail Investment and Improve-
ment Act of 2008” and the “Rail Infrastructure
Development and Expansion Act for the 21 st
Century”, or RIDE-21.

We are introducing these bills between two
significant milestones in railroad history. One
week ago today, Amtrak marked the beginning
of its 38th year of operation on May 1. This
Saturday, May 10th is National Train Day,
marking the 139th anniversary of the “golden
spike” being driven into the ground at Prom-
ontory Summit, Utah, in 1869. The “golden
spike” bound the last tie connecting the last
rail that united the Central Pacific Railroad
with the Union Pacific Railroad, completing the
transcontinental railroad.

These two milestones represent two dif-
ferent conceptions of passenger rail. The
transcontinental railroad was born thanks to
the support of President Abraham Lincoln. He,
along with Civil War leaders, envisioned and
planned the creation of the railroad. Not only
did the completion of the railroad result in the
ability to deliver goods and people across the
country, it ultimately bound the east with the
west, further unifying the country as the divide
between the North and the South was begin-
ning to mend. At the time, the transcontinental
railroad brought a new sense of wonder and
enthusiasm for discovery and entrepreneur-
ship across the country.

In contrast, the formation of National Rail-
road Passenger Corporation, more commonly
known as Amtrak, occurred at a time of wan-
ing support of intercity passenger rail. Amtrak
was created after the freight railroads begged
Congress to let them get out of the passenger
rail business because it was not profitable.

Indeed, Amtrak inherited decrepit stations
and terminals, passenger cars that offered
dated amenities, and equipment prone to fail-
ure.

Thirty-seven years after the launch of Am-
trak, America is on the threshold of a “renais-
sance” for intercity passenger rail that ap-
proaches the enthusiasm of the completion of
the transcontinental railroad. Last year, Amtrak
set a ridership record for the fifth year in a
row, exceeding 25.8 million passengers. Its
ticket revenues rose 11 percent to more than
$1.5 billion, the third straight year of revenue
growth. This record of achievement is even
more impressive considering that for the past
eight years Amtrak has contended with an Ad-
ministration committed to its bankruptcy.

Indeed, these achievements are occurring
when there is a greater need than ever for al-
ternatives to our congested highways and
skies. To alleviate this congestion and
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