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Religion Studies and the Bachelor of Science
in Social Work. The new programs are ex-
pected to attract a record number of new stu-
dents to the college for the next academic
year and ensure a steady stream of students
for the foreseeable future. Medgar Evans Col-
lege provides students with the flexibility to se-
lect their course of study and schedule their
classes around commitments such as a job,
thereby providing those adults who might not
otherwise have the opportunity with the
chance to return to school. Education is the
key to escaping the grasp of poverty that
plagues so many Americans. Medgar Evers
College is taking profound steps to ensure that
those in need have access to higher edu-
cation.

It is my sincere hope that other Colleges
and Universities across the nation will join
Medgar Evers College in providing opportunity
for the working poor to enhance their edu-
cation and qualify for better paid employment.
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OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge the 90th birthday of Helen G.
Jacob, an inspirational woman who fought for
our country in WW Il and who continues to
fight on behalf of her fellow veterans every
day. Helen is a brilliant example of commit-
ment and devotion to one’s community and
fellow man.

The daughter of Frank and Ellen Cooley,
Helen was born on May 16, 1918 in Buffalo,
New York where she and her siblings resided
on Crescent Avenue. Helen attended St.
Mark’s School and Mount St. Joseph’s High
School.

Helen, against her mother's wishes, joined
the army in 1942 and was assigned to the
29th Traffic Regiment Division. Landing in
Paris six days after the liberation, Helen per-
formed tasks critical to moving troops through-
out Europe.

Upon her return to Buffalo, Helen was de-
nied membership in both the Veterans of For-
eign Wars and the American Legion. In what
has become her trademark, Helen pioneered
and founded the Ereico Women'’s Post #1586.

In 1984, Helen began volunteering as the
Women’s Veteran Coordinator, amassing
more than 12,000 hours of dedicated service.
In 1996, the Helen G. Jacob Wellness Clinic
opened in the VA Medical Center in Buffalo,
New York in recognition of her tireless advo-
cacy for quality services within the VA West-
ern NY Healthcare System. By Helen’s exam-
ple and lifelong work, we are also reminded of
the obligation to keep the promises made by
our government to our veterans.

Justifiably and deservedly, Helen has been
honored over the years. These awards include
American Legion’s Legionnaire of the Year;
The Found Women Award from Women Focus
of Western New York; Buffalo Ambassador
from the Greater Buffalo Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau; Award of Excellence from Every
Women’s Opportunity Center; the United Way
and J.C. Penny’s Golden Rule Award; and the
Susan B. Anthony Award.
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Helen continues to respond to calls for serv-
ice including my request that she serve on the
military academy review panel for the appli-
cants in the 27th District. She remains an ac-
tive member of over 20 different organizations.
Helen is also a Eucharistic Minister at St.
Mark’s Church.

Her two children, Patricia and Bill, and
grandchildren, Tom, Michelle, Christine, Eric,
Adam, and Kevin, will join with the family of
veterans and friends on May 9th at the Troop
| Hamlin House to celebrate Helen’s 90 years
of life, love, and laughter.

Helen is a friend to all and a fighter for vet-
erans. Madam Speaker, | rise to congratulate
Helen G. Jacob on the occasion of her 90th
birthday and to thank her for her service and
continuing commitment to our country.

———

CONGRATULATING NURSE MARY
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HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
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Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mary Alice Williams, of North
Richland Hills, Texas. The Texas Nurses As-
sociation, Districts Three and Four, and the
Dallas-Fort Worth Nurse Executives have rec-
ognized Ms. Williams as one of the Great 100
Nurses of 2008. Ms. Wiliams works as a
nurse at the North Hills Hospital.

Nurses are often the initial and most fre-
quent individuals who come in contact with pa-
tients. They serve as greeters, encyclopedias
of patient histories, comforters, and above all
healers. Mary Alice exhibits all these excellent
qualities on a daily basis.

Each year this recognition is bestowed on
nurses who embody excellence in the science
and art of nursing. The chosen honorees be-
long to an array of professional organizations
and work in a wide variety of clinical special-
ties. This is the 18th consecutive year that the
Texas Nurses Association, Districts Three and
Four, and the Dallas-Fort Worth Nurse Execu-
tives have recognized area nurses for their
compassion and dedication. The recipients will
be honored at a gala event on Monday, May
12, 2008.

Madam Speaker, it is a privilege to stand
today and congratulate Mary Alice Williams.
She is a fine representative of the North
Texas nursing community. Her work is an ex-
cellent contribution to the patients of North
Hills Hospital and | am proud to serve her in
the 26th District of Texas. Ms. Williams has
exhibited great skill in the field of nursing, and
truly deserves this great honor. | join the entire
North Texas community in thanking her for the
apparent commitment to her fellow citizens.

—

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CAROLYN
STEPHENS

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 8, 2008
Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, it is my dis-

tinct pleasure to rise today to honor Carolyn
Stephens by entering her name in the CON-
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GRESSIONAL RECORD, the official record of the
proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress since 1873. Today | pay tribute to
Carolyn Stephens, Managing Partner for
Jerolyn Enterprises, for her achievements in
small business throughout the Las Vegas
community.

Carolyn Stephens moved to Las Vegas after
receiving her Bachelor's Degree from the Uni-
versity of Georgia. She used her experience to
acquire a job as Director for the Health Care
Division of Manpower Temporary Services.
After this, Carolyn established a business of
her own called Information Products, Inc.,
which supplied computer and copy paper to
local businesses. Gerald (Jerry), Carolyn’s
husband and business partner, has supported
her in her business endeavors. Together, the
Stephens opened Lazer Graphics in 1985,
putting their business on the cutting edge of
digital technology as the first company in Las
Vegas to turn computer graphics into high-res-
olution output film for businesses. She dem-
onstrated her leadership for small business
issues when she was appointed to serve as a
delegate to the 1995 White House Conference
on Small Business.

Discovering the need to connect other local
woman business owners, Carolyn published
the Women’s Yellow Pages of Southern Ne-
vada from 1993 to 1995. Carolyn has worked
tirelessly to champion the advancement of
women in business. For her work and dedica-
tion, she has received numerous awards and
achievements including being the first recipient
of the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce Cir-
cle of Excellence Award. She was also hon-
ored with the American Red Cross Clara Bar-
ton Medal of Excellence, the American Heart
Association Heart of Gold, and the Soroptimist
International Women Helping Women Award.
Moreover, the Small Business Administration
has recognized her with the SBA’'s Women
Business Advocate Award.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor Caro-
lyn Stephens and would like to recognize her
accomplishments within the Las Vegas com-
munity. | would also like to congratulate her on
receiving recognition as the Women in Busi-
ness Champion of the Year for the 2008 Small
Business Awards.

TRIBUTE TO JOAN SCHWADE

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Joan Schwade for reaching a
noteworthy milestone of 40 years’ service as a
meter reader in the community of Protivin,
lowa.

As a meter reader in a small town, Joan
gets a fascinating perspective of the commu-
nity and has a great opportunity to regularly
meet with townspeople. When she started her
job in 1968, all of the 177 meters in town were
located on the inside of homes. Times
changed and today meters are located outside
the homes, so readers like Joan are able to
make it through their routes more efficiently.
At the age of 76, Joan continues to enjoy the
exercise and opportunity to talk with local resi-
dents. It is reported that she could do without
the dogs and winter weather, but she plans to
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continue her work as long as she is able to
perform it.

I know that my colleagues in the United
States Congress join me in commending Joan
Schwade for her service and dedication to the
Protivin community as a meter reader. | con-
sider it an honor to represent her in Congress,
and | wish her all the best in her future en-
deavors.

LITTLE HOMETOWN SOLDIERS OF
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA
BRING GREAT COMFORT
THROUGH MUSIC AND PRAYERS

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker,
With their voices of angels, the Little Home-
town Soldiers of St. Petersburg, Florida bring
the greatest of comfort and joy to the families
of our men and women in uniform who have
deployed around the world to protect our free-
dom.

This unique group of children ranging in age
from 3 to 16, was founded in 2003 by Elaine
Hopkins to speak in a special way to the
youngest family members of our deployed
servicemembers. Through patriotic songs, dra-
matic plays, cards and letters, and personal
appearances locally and nationally they pro-
vide immeasurable support to children and
adults alike. They visit Veterans Hospitals and
Nursing Centers and sing at the funerals of
fallen servicemembers. Having been with them
on a number of these occasions, | can tell you
that their words and songs of hope and en-
couragement are most appreciated.

The Little Hometown Soldiers have per-
formed on national television, they have trav-
eled to Washington to perform at the Armed
Forces Retirement Home, and they sang for
our returning troops as part of Operation
Home Front at MacDill Air Force Base in
Tampa.

Madam Speaker, Elaine Hopkins has done
a remarkable job with these children who are
this generation’s young patriots. Even at their
early ages, they understand the shared sac-
rifice of our troops and their families and they
understand the true cost of freedom having at-
tended the funerals of many of our heroes.

On Memorial Day weekend, they will per-
form a special concert entitled “I Believe | Can
Fly” as a tribute to the children and families of
our fallen servicemembers. The event at 3 pm
on Sunday, May 25, 2008 at The Paladium
Theatre in St. Petersburg, Florida is free and
open to the public.

Madam Speaker, | wish all my colleagues
could be with me that day to hear the words
of support and encouragement these children
bring to families who have suffered the great-
est of loses. The Little Hometown Soldiers are
comprised of Camry Moody, Jermaine Lewis,
Sherice Johnson, RoShaun Dudley, RaShard
Dudley, Nehemiah Sonnylal, Johnathan
Rosario, Isabelle Rosario, Tamaira Char-
lemagne, Giriffin Ford, Sajon Ford, Nykko
Ford, Phoenix Ford, Keanu Ford, Mariangela
Vasquez, Jissel Vasquez, Marcos Vasquez,
Amanda Puyot, Darquell Pierre, Andrea
Young, Prentazia Crawford, Shandra Gordon,
Erica McCallister, Destine Wilson, Sydney
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Peterman, lyonna Holloway, Jamesia Hollo-
way, and Gisselle Zayas. They are one of our
area’s and our Nation’s greatest treasures and
| would ask you to join me in saying thank you
to them for sharing their gift of love and music.
—

HONORING HORACE FINCHER
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mr. Horace Fincher, the mayor of the
city of Lytle, in recognition of his exemplary
leadership in the growth of the city during his
tenure, which ends on May 12, 2008.

Horace Fincher served as Mayor of the City
of Lytle for 14 years after having served on
the Lytle City Council for 6 years. During his
tenure, Mayor Fincher worked to increase the
tax base for taxpayers in Lytle by bringing in
businesses such as H-E-B, Sonic Drive-In,
McDonald’s, Bill Miller Bar-B-Q, Camino Real
Mental Health & Mental Retardation (MHMR)
Center, Hurley Funeral Home, and Tri-County
Dialysis Center. He also has endeavored in
bringing consecutive grant proposals to the
Alamo Area Council of Governments
(AACOG), which is a voluntary association of
local governments and organizations in twelve
counties that serves its members through
planning, information, and coordination activi-
ties.

Mayor Fincher truly led by example and it is
to his credit that the city of Lytle has seen an
improvement in its business capital, and a re-
newal of infrastructure projects. The city is a
truly better place because of the dedication
that Mayor Fincher has shown in his public
service.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have this
time to recognize Mayor Horace Fincher, and
| thank you for this time.

IN RECOGNITION OF SAC-
RAMENTO’S CHILD SAFETY AD-
VOCATES

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize many of Sacramento’s out-
standing individuals and businesses as mem-
bers of the Sacramento community gather at
the Child Abuse Prevention Center's annual
Inspirations luncheon. The men and women
being honored this afternoon are dedicated to
the prevention of child abuse and well-being of
Sacramento’s children and families. | ask all
my colleagues to join me in honoring these
fine Sacramentans.

David Ballard and the Children’s Receiving
Home of Sacramento are receiving the com-
munity service provider award. The Children’s
Receiving Home of Sacramento is a shelter
for abused and neglected children in Sac-
ramento County. The only shelter of its kind,
the Children’s Receiving Home serves over
1,800 children each year. | would like to com-
mend them on their ability to help these chil-
dren in their time of need. David is being hon-
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ored for his contributions to a variety of cam-
paigns that have secured funding to help im-
prove and expand the faciliies and make
changes in the care children receive there. In
addition to his dedication to the Children’s Re-
ceiving Home of Sacramento, Mr. Ballard has
served on the Children’s Coalition’s board, the
human services planning council, the family
support collaborative executive committee and
the child welfare redesign steering committee.

The hearts and hands award is being pre-
sented to Anthony Pico for his work with our
foster care system. Mr. Pico was raised in fos-
ter homes and at 15 he began working with
other youth in the California Youth Connection
and the Y.O.U.T.H. Training Programs. He
has worked with the American Bar Associa-
tion, Casey Family Programs, Pitzer College,
the California Institute for Mental Health, the
John Burton Foundation for Children Without
Homes, and has held positions with the San
Francisco Youth Commission—Mayoral Ap-
pointee Commission and the Blue Ribbon
Commission on Children in Foster Care. For
his dedication to improving our foster care
system, Mr. Pico was the 2005, 2006, and
2007 recipient of the Youth Leadership Award
from the City and County of San Francisco
and is now being honored by his Sacramento
partners.

This year, the Board of Directors Award
goes to a coalition of health care providers
and agencies in Sacramento for launching
California’s first Shaken Baby Syndrome Pre-
vention Program (SBS). The Sacramento
County Departments of Health and Human
Services, Child Protective Services, and Public
Health Nursing in conjunction with Catholic
Healthcare West-Mercy, Sutter Medical Cen-
ter, Sacramento, the DC Davis Medical Center
and the Child Abuse Prevention Center have
championed this important cause. This pro-
gram is modeled after a program in New York
which has greatly reduced incidents of SBS by
50 percent in that State. With this program
hospitals will provide educational materials to
new parents on the dangers of shaking their
babies and the prevention techniques that par-
ents can use to avoid this heartbreaking form
of child abuse. These organizations have
come together to reduce the incidence of SBS
and most importantly protect our children.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize
these individuals and businesses for their ex-
traordinary work on behalf of children and
families in the Sacramento area, and | would
like to thank the Child Abuse Prevention Cen-
ter for their dedication to our children’s safety.
On behalf of the people of Sacramento and
the Fifth Congressional District of California, |
ask all my colleagues to join me in honoring
their unwavering commitment to Sacramento’s
youth.

————

HONORING LOUISIANA HONORAIR
AND T.D. SMITH, LINDA
DAUTREUIL AND SALLIE
VARRELMAN

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay honor to America’s World War Il
veterans. These veterans represent the best
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