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soil from 28 nations was deposited by ambas-
sadors of those nations into a marble crypt 
into the Garden of Nations. Soil from historic 
shrines of the United States was also depos-
ited into the adjacent Garden of the United 
States. In both ceremonies, the intermingling 
of the soils symbolized a united effort by peo-
ple of all nationalities toward mutual under-
standing, harmony, peace, and brotherhood 
throughout the world. 

The Gardens are an important part of the 
city’s history and reflects the diverse 
ethnicities and cultures that have been instru-
mental in the city’s development. The symbolic 
meaning of the gardens is that people of di-
verse backgrounds, traditions, and religions 
can exist side by side in peace and harmony 
with the freedom to exercise their beliefs and 
cultures. 

With the addition of the Azerbaijani Garden, 
the Cleveland Cultural Gardens now consists 
of 27 individual gardens, with new gardens 
having been recently designated and even 
more under proposal. Recently, I proudly 
noted the dedication of the Indian and Latvian 
gardens. In addition to these and the Azer-
baijani Garden, various stages of planning are 
underway for African-American, Native Amer-
ican, Serbian, Hispanic, Syrian, Croatian, 
Scottish, Nordic, Philippine, and Vietnamese 
gardens. 

I welcome not only the symbolism of so 
many great nations represented in these gar-
dens, but the actual joining of the people of 
these nations in Cleveland. The Cleveland 
Cultural Gardens is frequently visited diplo-
matic, educational, or trade delegations when 
they are visiting Cleveland. I am proud that 
the people of Azerbaijan now have a place in 
Cleveland to celebrate their culture. 

Madam Speaker and distinguished col-
leagues, it is my hope that Azerbaijan’s partici-
pation will help to fulfill our vision of the Cleve-
land Cultural Gardens as an international park 
for the people of all nations to come together 
in cooperation and peace. Please join me in 
celebrating the dedication of the Azerbaijani 
Cultural Garden and to welcome the Azer-
baijani people to the family of nations rep-
resented at the Cleveland Cultural Gardens. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 2008 RECIPI-
ENTS OF THE MCGOWAN COUR-
AGE AWARD 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I 
enjoy sharing positive stories about young 
people from our district who overcome adver-
sity. Today, I am pleased to introduce you to 
eight such individuals. 

Michael (‘‘Mick’’) Benson, Clear Fork High 
School—Though autistic, this young man 
maintains a positive attitude as he volunteers 
in the community and participates in athletics, 
including many Special Olympics events. 

Kati Jo Walters, Crestview High School— 
This athlete became wheelchair-bound due to 
an auto-immune medical condition, but 
through fierce determination and persistence, 
she remains both a great student and an in-
spiration to all. 

Corey Sayer, Lexington High School— 
Growing up in a family torn apart by drug 

abuse, he was taken in by the parents of a 
friend and now excels academically, hoping to 
attend Ohio State University—Mansfield upon 
graduation. 

Jill Leiendecker, Lucas High School—A 
leader in and outside the classroom, she 
serves as student council president, crediting 
the love and support of her father after losing 
her mother in an auto accident. 

Curtis Alan Remy, Madison Comprehensive 
High School—Impaired with nerve deafness, 
he earned the starting point guard position 
and was named captain of his high school 
basketball team—all in addition to his aca-
demic achievements. 

Daniel Porter, Mansfield Christian High 
School—Through self-motivation, he overcame 
dyslexia to become proficient in computers, 
power equipment, and small engines, and has 
secured a job with a landscaping company 
after graduation. 

Jessica White, Mansfield Senior High 
School—This courageous young lady over-
came obstacles associated with hearing im-
pairment to perform at the highest levels in 
both school and extracurricular activities, in-
cluding basketball and track. 

Penelope Mitman, Ontario High School— 
Despite her hearing problems, she remains an 
active and inspirational student, participating in 
student council, band, and basketball, and vol-
unteering in the guidance office. 

I am pleased to join the Rotary Club of 
Mansfield, Ohio, in honoring the achievements 
of these recipients of the McGowan Courage 
Award, which will be presented on May 13. 
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HONORING ERIE CANALWAY NA-
TIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR 
COMMISSIONER ERIC MOWER 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in tribute to my friend, a dedicated 
public servant in his own right, Eric Mower. 
Eric has an outstanding record of dedicated 
service and contributions to the betterment of 
communities across upstate New York. 

A highly successful civic and business lead-
er, Eric is the chairman and CEO of Eric 
Mower and Associates, one of our Nation’s 
largest public relations firms. He is also a 
member of numerous community boards and 
organizations, including United Way of Central 
New York, the Boy Scouts of America, and the 
Greater Syracuse Chamber of Commerce. 

Eric was the initial chair of the highly suc-
cessful Syracuse Neighborhood Initiative, a 
private-public non-profit collaboration that I 
launched in 1999 to revitalize neighborhoods 
and increase home ownership in the city of 
Syracuse. He capably led efforts to develop 
partnerships and garner support from the pri-
vate sector to leverage federal resources. 

Eric currently serves as chair of the Erie 
Canalway National Heritage Corridor Commis-
sion, a position he will be vacating in June. 
His leadership on the Erie Canalway National 
Heritage Corridor Commission has been inte-
gral. The Corridor, founded in 2000, encom-
passes 80 percent of upstate New York’s pop-
ulation, including 234 communities. Since 
2002 when Eric was named chair of the com-

mission, he has led the fledgling National Her-
itage Corridor through much growth and suc-
cess. Under his direction the Corridor Com-
mission has leveraged millions of dollars in 
support and has helped multiple canal com-
munities fund projects to enhance and show-
case the canal. The successful Trails and 
Rails program continues to grow, and last year 
the Commission hosted an historic 1,000-mile 
Grand Canal Journey of a replica schooner 
visiting 28 cities and towns along the Erie 
Canal. 

On behalf of the people of the entire 25th 
Congressional District of New York, I thank 
him for his distinguished service. I am very 
proud to have worked with Eric over the years. 
He is an extraordinary individual and brings 
his considerable talents to every endeavor he 
undertakes. While he will no longer be chair of 
the Commission, I’m confident that his pres-
ence as a member will continue be a great 
benefit to the Erie Canalway National Heritage 
Corridor Commission. 

f 

HONORING DR. BRENDA DEEN 
SCHILDGEN OF DAVIS, CALI-
FORNIA, RECIPIENT OF THE 2008 
UC DAVIS PRIZE FOR UNDER-
GRADUATE TEACHING AND 
SCHOLARLY ACHIEVEMENT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Dr. Brenda 
Deen Schildgen, the 2008 recipient of the Uni-
versity of California, Davis Prize for Under-
graduate Teaching an Scholarly Achievement. 
The prize is awarded to recognize scholars 
who are successful not only in their research, 
but convey their excitement and love of schol-
arship to students they teach. Dr. Schildgen is 
an eminent scholar of medieval European lit-
erature and biblical studies, but her hallmark 
at UC Davis is imparting her knowledge and 
passion for these subjects to students. 

Born in London to a Russian mother and In-
dian father, Dr. Schildgen was the first in her 
family to go to college. Her Jewish mother and 
Muslim father sent her to a French convent in 
England through high school. Crossing the At-
lantic for college, she earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in English and French at the University of 
Wisconsin—Madison, a master’s and Ph.D. in 
comparative literature at Indiana University 
and a second master’s, in religious studies, at 
the University of San Francisco. 

Her path to an academic career was also 
unconventional. Dr. Schildgen served for 8 
years as a lecturer at UC Davis before she 
was hired in 2002 as a full professor of com-
parative literature—an almost unheard-of jump 
in academia, where faculty typically climb, 
rung by rung, from assistant professor to as-
sociate professor to professor. In addition to 
her research and teaching, Dr. Schildgen has 
been instrumental in building UC Davis’ highly 
praised University Writing Program and has 
been a staunch advocate for the development 
of writing skills not just in English courses but 
across all disciplines. 

A scholar who works with literature in 
English, Italian, French, Spanish, Greek and 
Latin—she describes herself as ‘‘dabbling’’ in 
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Sanskrit as well—Dr. Schildgen has written 
five critically acclaimed books and edited four 
others, as well as authoring some three dozen 
scholarly articles and more than a dozen in-
vited book or article reviews. An internationally 
respected authority on Dante, Chaucer and 
the gospel of Mark, especially in the context of 
Islam and Judaism, she has lectured through-
out the United States, in India, the Middle East 
and Europe, and received numerous fellow-
ships, grants and awards from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and other 
prestigious organizations. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, it is appro-
priate at this time for us to acknowledge and 
thank Dr. Schildgen for her years of exemplary 
work as a scholar and educator, and congratu-
late her on receiving this well deserved award. 
Her commitment to inspiring and educating 
students has been unwavering, and she de-
serves our collective recognition and thanks. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KENNETH E. STREET 

HON. JIM SAXTON 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Mr. SAXTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Committeeman Kenneth E. 
Street. On May 13, 2008, Mr. Street will be 
celebrated for his contributions as a member 
of the Hainesport Township Committee as he 
retires after more than forty years of faithful 
service to the citizens of South Jersey. 

Kenneth has dedicated his life to serving the 
residents of Hainesport Township. First elect-
ed to the township committee in 1950, Ken-
neth was then appointed mayor in 1953. He 
served in that position for an impressive twen-
ty-one years. During his time as an elected of-
ficial, his contributions helped to shape the 
township into what it is today. Most notably, 
he worked on developing the township’s zon-
ing and property maintenance, as well as the 
master plan. 

In addition to his responsibilities within 
Hainesport, Kenneth became involved in the 
League of Municipalities, a statewide organi-
zation dedicated to the cooperation of neigh-
boring communities. He served as the 
league’s president, along with various other 
positions, and remains active in the group 
today. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to extend my 
sincere gratitude for his leadership, commit-
ment, and service as Kenneth celebrates his 
retirement. 

f 

ONE YEAR AFTER PASSAGE OF 
H. RES. 376 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today on the anniversary of the passage of H. 
Res. 376, a resolution recognizing the work of 
our Nation’s classified school employees and 
their continuing contributions to education and 
to the students of our Nation. 

By passing H. Res. 376, the House recog-
nized the National Classified School Employee 

of the Year and urged the Department of Edu-
cation, all States, State education agencies, 
local education agencies, community colleges, 
and members of the public to join in this ob-
servance. H. Res. 376 congratulated all classi-
fied school employees across the Nation for 
their ongoing contributions to education, and 
for the key role they play in promoting and en-
suring student achievement, student safety, 
and well-being. 

I look forward to working with the National 
Association of Classified School Employees 
and other education groups to continue to 
honor the important work of school classified 
employees. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN BARROW 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Mr. BARROW. Madam Speaker, on May 1, 
2008, I was unavoidably detained and missed 
roll No. 234, H.R. 493, The Genetic Informa-
tion Nondiscrimination Act of 2008. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

CONGRATULATING CHARTER 
SCHOOLS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN J. HALL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no doubt that the faculty and staff employed in 
America’s charter schools are working hard to 
educate their students and give them the tools 
needed to succeed, I respect their efforts, as 
well as the overall goal of charter schools to 
pursue innovative approaches to education 
that will allow children throughout our Nation 
to reach their potential. However, in an era 
when the funding shortfalls under No Child 
Left Behind have created a burdensome un-
funded mandate on public schools and prop-
erty taxpayers, I am extremely concerned 
about any diversion of funds, to charter 
schools or otherwise, from public schools 
across the country that are already struggling 
to maintain a diverse curriculum and serve 
their students. I voted present on H. Res.1168 
in order to make sure that this concern was 
acknowledged. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I was not 
present on May 5, 2008. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the following roll-
call votes: rollcall No. 240; rollcall No. 241; 
rollcall No. 242; rollcall No. 243; rollcall No. 
244. 

WORLD AIDS ORPHANS DAY 

HON. ROBERT WEXLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, I want to 
join my colleagues in Congress as well as the 
entire international community in recognizing 
World AIDS Orphans Day. This is a critically 
important day because we are reminded of 
our collective responsibility to address the 
needs of the world’s most vulnerable popu-
lation—millions of orphans and vulnerable chil-
dren who need desperately need our support, 
care, attention and resources. 

According to the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development, highly vulnerable chil-
dren include those who receive inadequate 
adult support because of abandonment, eco-
nomic distress, or chronic illness; have HIV/ 
AIDS or are suspected of having HIV; are di-
rectly affected by armed conflict; live outside 
of family care; or in some other way have suf-
fered from a collapse of traditional social safe-
ty nets in their communities. Disease, conflict, 
violence, natural disaster, and severe eco-
nomic strife leave millions of the world’s 
youngest people orphaned or otherwise vul-
nerable. Globally, an estimated 132 million 
children in the developing world have lost one 
or both parents, while an additional, larger 
number of children are highly vulnerable, fac-
ing serious risks to their survival and 
wellbeing. According to UNAIDS, by 2010, 20– 
25 million children could be orphaned by HIV/ 
AIDS alone. 

These children face a number of challenges, 
including finding money for school fees, food, 
clothing, and access to basic healthcare. Their 
desperate plight makes them more vulnerable 
to abuse and exploitation, ultimately making 
them more susceptible to contracting HIV. To 
that end, Congress along with the international 
community and non-governmental organiza-
tions must be prepared to assist those com-
munities where these orphans live and receive 
most of their assistance. Today less than 10 
percent of orphaned and vulnerable children 
(OVC) receive any kind of international sup-
port—the majority of the support they receive 
comes from their own communities. I support 
the sentiments of such organizations as Glob-
al Action for Children and other leading NGO’s 
who believe that an effective response to the 
challenges facing these children must be to 
strengthen the capacity of families and com-
munities to continue to provide care, protec-
tion, and assistance to them in, at a minimum, 
meeting their basic needs. 

According to UNAIDS, an $800 million U.S. 
investment in 2009 is needed to provide uni-
versal HIV treatment, care, support and pre-
vention services by 2015 to 19 million orphans 
and vulnerable children. Under the United 
States leadership against HIV/AIDS, Tuber-
culosis, and Malaria Act of 2003, 10 percent of 
all resources devoted to HIV/AIDS have been 
designated for programs to meet the needs of 
orphans and vulnerable children. While the 
U.S. contribution over the past several years 
has been significant, it will only be successful 
if we continue to provide the necessary assist-
ance and renew our commitment to pass the 
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR) reauthorization bill. 

It is clear that Congress must do its part to 
meet America’s international commitment to 
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