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pain. It is estimated that 1.5 million Americans
are losing their sight because they do not
know that they have the disease and are not
getting the treatment they need.

The resolution also supports early detection
of glaucoma for those at risk, enhanced treat-
ment for those affected, and expanded re-
search. Those groups at highest risk for glau-
coma include African Americans, Hispanics,
people with a family history of glaucoma, as
well as individuals with diabetes and/or hyper-
tension. Senior citizens, in general, are also at
high risk for glaucoma. Compelling studies
and data show that glaucoma is 6 to 8 times
more common in African Americans than in
Caucasians, and that African Americans be-
tween 45 and 65 are 14 to 17 times more like-
ly to go blind from glaucoma than Caucasians
in the same age group. Glaucoma is also the
most common cause of blindness in His-
panics, the fastest growing ethnic minority in
the country, and they too are at particular risk
of being blinded by the disease.

| am proud to support the resolution and un-
derscore the use of legislation as a vehicle
when necessary, support adequate Federal
funding for early detection, treatment, re-
search, annual screenings and comprehensive
eye examinations for individuals over 40, and
those at highest risk for glaucoma.

| applaud and support the mission and serv-
ice of those agencies and organizations such
as the National Institutes of Health, National
Eye Institute, Glaucoma Research Foundation,
glaucoma specialists at teaching hospitals,
clinics, colleges and universities across the
country who demonstrate on a daily basis,
their dedication and commitment toward com-
bating this devastating disease.

| am particularly proud of the work of the
Friends of the Congressional Glaucoma Cau-
cus Foundation, a non-profit organization and
the affiliation that | share with my colleague
and friend Congressman ED TOWNS, as found-
ing members of the Congressional Glaucoma
Caucus, a non-partisan body of more than 90
congressional members in the House and
Senate. | urge my colleagues who are not
members of the caucus to join to promote free
glaucoma screenings, education and aware-
ness within your districts.

Finally, | join in with my colleague Con-
gressman ED TOWNS of New York and urge
the Energy and Commerce Committee to hold
a speedy hearing on H.R. 3005, the Glaucoma
Screening Act of 2007, a worthy and important
bill introduced by our colleagues, Representa-
tives SERRANO and BOOZMAN.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DEAN HELLER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Mr. HELLER of Nevada. Madam Speaker,
on rollcall No. 242, H. Res. 1011—Calling on
the United States Government and the inter-
national community to promptly develop, fund,
and implement a comprehensive regional
strategy to protect civilians, facilitate humani-
tarian operations, contain and reduce violence,
and contribute to conditions for sustainable
peace and good governance in Chad, as well
as in the wider region that includes the north-
ern region of the Central African Republic and
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the Darfur region of Sudan—had | been

present, | would have voted “yea.”

CELEBRATING TEN YEARS AT
ALLIANCE OPPORTUNITY CENTER

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the anniversary of the Alli-
ance Opportunity Center, which has served
North Texas for 10 years.

The Alliance Opportunity Center, a non-prof-
it organization supervised by Hillwood, Tarrant
County College, Tarrant County Workforce
Development Board, Texas Workforce Com-
mission and the Fort Worth Chamber of Com-
merce, has long been committed to economic
growth in Tarrant and Denton Counties, and
their impact on the area is certainly cause for
celebration.

The Alliance Opportunity Center's main goal
is to shorten employee turnaround time, re-
duce job recruitment costs, and enhance em-
ployee skills and retention. This objective is
achieved through the many services the AOC
offers to the community. The Alliance Oppor-
tunity Center advertises Alliance job listings
nationwide, maintains a current job-applicant
database to best match open positions with
available candidates, provides companies with
the resumes of candidates best suited for
open positions, and screens applicants for
qualified referrals.

The organization also hosts the Annual Alli-
ance Texas Hiring fair and coordinates and
conducts job fairs for individual companies.
The Alliance Opportunity Center staff keeps
the interests of the community in mind, allow-
ing area companies more time to focus on
their core work and, in the process, making Al-
liance businesses an even greater success.

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that
| rise today to honor Alliance Opportunity Cen-
ter for its commitment to playing an active role
in the development, improvement and success
of the North Texas community. | am proud to
represent such a prestigious organization in
Texas’ 26th Congressional District.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MARTHA
KRUETZMANN

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Martha Kruetzmann on the
celebration of her 100th birthday on April 2,
2008.

Martha was born on April 2, 1908 to Peter
and Lydia Wigand in Sheboygan, Wisconsin.
She was one of four brothers and three sis-
ters. Martha was married to the late Reverend
A.l. Kruetzmann and has three children, Ei-
leen, Evelyn, and Edith; eight grandchildren;
and 13 great-grandchildren. She currently lives
at the Hubbard Care Center in Hubbard, lowa.

There have been many changes that have
occurred during the past one hundred years.
Since Martha’s birth we have revolutionized air
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travel and walked on the moon. We have in-
vented the television and the Internet. We
have fought in wars overseas, seen the rise
and fall of Soviet communism and the birth of
new democracies. Martha has lived through
eighteen United States Presidents and twenty-
four Governors of lowa. And, in her lifetime,
the population of the United States has more
than tripled.

| congratulate Martha Kruetzmann for reach-
ing this milestone of a birthday. | am ex-
tremely honored to represent Martha in the
United States Congress and | wish her happi-
ness and health for many years to come.

——

FILIPINO WORLD WAR II
VETERANS

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | rise to pay recognition to the Fili-
pino veterans who so bravely served under
the U.S. flag during World War II.

The Philippine Islands were a U.S. territory
from 1902-1946. On July 16, 1941, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt called over 200,000 Fili-
pinos to service under the command of Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur. They courageously
fought side-by-side with soldiers from the
United States, under the American flag and for
a common goal to protect all nations from ag-
gressive governments.

Madam Speaker, despite their patriotism,
sacrifice, and service to this nation, the Fili-
pino veterans of World War Il have still not re-
ceived the full benefits they were promised 62
years ago.

The average age of these heroes is 84.
Congress has a moral obligation to provide for
the Filipino veterans who fought as part of the
United States during World War |l before it is
too late. We must restore dignity and honor to
these proud veterans.

—————

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE
OF SGT. RICHARD J. “RICK”
KASPER

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor a dedicated public servant from
Chester County, Pennsylvania, who is retiring
after a nearly 30-year career with the West
Whiteland Township Police Department.

Sgt. Richard J. “Rick” Kasper joined the
West Whiteland Police as a patrol officer in
1978. He became one of the first members on
the force to be promoted to the rank of ser-
geant in 1988.

As a patrol shift supervisor for 25 years,
Sgt. Kasper earned the respect of his col-
leagues for his ability to think on his feet and
his sound judgment at times when officers’
lives and the safety of the community were on
the line.

Whether it was safely disarming a knife-
wielding suspect or responding to a threat of
violence at a local mall, the members of the
West Whiteland Township Police Department
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knew they could always depend on the steady
hand of Sgt. Kasper to guide them through the
tension-filled moments.

In addition to pinning on a badge for work
each day, Sgt. Kasper passed on his knowl-
edge about police work as one of the Depart-
ment’'s original firearms instructors. Sgt.
Kasper's dedication to the Department was
surpassed only by his devotion to his family.
In a testament to just how well Sgt. Kasper
juggled the demands of police work and the
needs of his family, his daughter, Heather, fol-
lowed in her father's footsteps to become a
police officer with a department in Florida.

Rick’s career and accomplishments will be
celebrated on Friday, May 9, 2008 during a
dinner at the Downingtown Country Club.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me today in praising the outstanding serv-
ice of Sgt. Richard J. Kasper, and all those
who take an oath to serve and protect their
communities.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE OF GILBERT
GUY FRANCIS

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor and acknowledge Gilbert Guy
Francis upon the occasion of his 80th birth-
day.

Gilbert Francis dedicated his life to selflessly
serving our community and country. Following
service in the Air Force, Mr. Francis graduated
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Busi-
ness Education and subsequently taught for
10 years at Southwestern High School in De-
troit. Many happily remember his efforts as he
found the time to teach typing and accounting
to the continuing education school at night and
the regular students during the day.

Gil has many hobbies as well. He faithfully
studies the genealogy of the Francis family,
tracing their roots back to Wales. Gill also ex-
cels at stamp collecting, roller-skate dancing,
and playing the piano. As well as being an ex-
pert keyboardist, Gil has along the way done
much to further the study and appreciation
level for pipe organs. Not the first book he has
put pen to paper for, “Michigan Pipe Organ
Theaters” is his latest anticipated forthcoming
publication. He has distinguished himself serv-
ing as the Treasurer and then President of the
Detroit Theater Organ Society for a number of
successful years. These days, lucky listeners
can happen upon the organ historian playing
the pipe organ at the famed Redford Theatre
for classic old films.

Gilbert Francis is a man of integrity, devoted
to his family, who has dedicated his life to his
wife Penny, his two children Carl and Nancy,
and their wonderful grand- and now great-
grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, for eighty years Gilbert
Guy Francis has faithfully served his family
and community. As he enters the next phase
of his life, he continues a legacy of dedication,
skill of craft, and dignified leadership. Today,
| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Gilbert upon this momentous day and
recognizing his years of loyal service to our
community and country.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LINCOLN DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, on Monday, May 5th, 2008, | was
absent for legislative business to attend a De-
partment of Defense event in my district.

Had | been present, on H. Res. 952 to es-
tablish a National Teacher’'s Day, | would have
voted “aye.”

HONORING MRS. DEBORAH ANN
HARRIS

HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mrs. Deborah Ann Harris, a
teacher at St. Francis Episcopal Day School in
Houston, Texas, for receiving a 2008 Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathematics
and Science Teaching.

Under a bill Congress passed in 1983, the
President selects up to 108 teachers every
year to recognize for their exemplary contribu-
tions. This Presidential Award is the highest
honor a kindergarten through 12th grade math
or science teacher can receive for outstanding
teaching in the United States.

Anne Chisholm, middle school principal at
St. Francis Episcopal Day School, says of
Mrs. Harris, “Debbie has a true passion for life
and teaching science, the world is her class-
room. Debbie sees the goodness in people,
and she believes that all children can be great
and she exhibits this through her teaching.”

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in tribute to Mrs. Deborah Ann Harris for
inspiring the students at St. Francis Episcopal
Day School, and to congratulate her for earn-
ing this prestigious award.

———

INTRODUCTION OF HOME OWNER-
SHIP TAX CREDIT LEGISLATION

HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, today |, along
with several of my colleagues, am introducing
legislation to provide homebuyers with incen-
tives to purchase as a way of eliminating the
excess inventory of homes, relieving some of
the pressure on falling housing prices, and in-
creasing housing demand at a time when
mortgage lenders are tightening up their loan
requirements.

According to the Nebraska Business Fore-
cast Council, December 2007, inventories of
completed and unsold housing units in Ne-
braska remain high. Although housing con-
struction in Nebraska did not experience the
surge seen on the east and west coasts, it
could take the balance of 2008 before new
house inventories in Nebraska are drawn
down. Reducing these housing stocks in Ne-
braska is critical to the continued growth of
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Nebraska home builders and the many other
sectors of the economy dependent on the
housing construction industry.

According to the National Association of Re-
altors, total housing inventory rose 5.5 percent
at the end of this January to 4.19 million exist-
ing homes available for sale, which represents
a 10.3-month supply at the current sales pace,
up from a 9.7-month supply in December.
Former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan noted in November 2007 that re-
ducing home inventories is critical for the
health of the economy.

Madam Speaker, under the legislation | am
introducing today, home buyers who purchase
a qualified principal residence within a year of
the Act’'s enactment will be eligible for a one-
time tax credit of 10 percent of the home’s
purchase price, up to $10,000. Mortgages
which exceed the maximum original principal
obligation of a mortgage the Federal Home
Loan Mortgage Corporation will purchase, will
not qualify.

American taxpayers should not bear the
burden of bailing out scam artists and specu-
lators. This bill provides a market incentive
which works to actively reduce local inventory
of homes, stimulate the economy and em-
power homebuyers. | encourage my col-
leagues in the House to examine this bill and
join me in helping provide Americans with a
viable pathway to home ownership.

——————
SALUTING MINNESOTA’S TEACHER
OF THE YEAR, CARLEEN

GULSTAD OF HOPKINS NORTH
JR. HIGH SCHOOL

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, today is
National Teachers Day, and Mr. RAMSTAD and
| want to pay tribute to all of America’s dedi-
cated, talented and energetic teachers who
have so much influence on our Nation’s chil-
dren and our country’s future. We thank them
for their sacrifice, selfless devotion to young
people and their public service.

We want to call special attention today to
one such teacher, Minnesota’s “Teacher of
the Year,” Carleen Gulstad. Carleen, who
lives in Maple Grove, teaches language arts at
Hopkins North Jr. High School in Minnetonka,
which serves the families of both the 3rd and
5th Congressional Districts. She has been
teaching 8th and 9th grade students in English
classes at Hopkins North since 1999.

Carleen is truly most deserving of this distin-
guished honor from Education Minnesota. The
award was announced Sunday, May 4, at its
44th annual awards program in Brooklyn Park,
Minnesota.

Madam Speaker, Carleen says that one of
her guiding principles as a teacher is to treat
each student as an individual. “Every kid
counts. Every kid has a story. And every kid
has value,” Carleen says. “l teach them crit-
ical thinking. They need to decide for them-
selves.”

That kind of approach is what makes
Carleen a great teacher, and our Nation’s out-
standing teachers carry those very same
traits, teachers who are brilliant in their ability
to offer encouragement, who can spark the
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