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past success was made possible by the lead-
ership of former head coach, and Olympic
Gold Medalist, Dan Gable, who continues to
provide guidance and leadership to the pro-
gram.

Congratulations to the entire University of
lowa Hawkeyes wrestling team, the University
of lowa, the city of lowa City, and to my home
State of lowa for this great victory.

————

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE: RAY-
BURN “RAY” KNABE PASSES AT
AGE 90

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 5, 2008

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, death pulls
hard at our heartstrings, whether it comes
after a long, full life or one cut tragically short.
Rayburn “Ray” Knabe lived a life mature in
length and rich in contribution.

Ray Knabe embodied the values and ambi-
tion of his generation, commonly referred to as
the greatest in our Nation’s history. His hard
work, military service, and the large, loving
family that survives him are testaments to a
remarkable life.

Born and raised in Mackinaw, lllinois, with
his five siblings, Ray marriedLucille Hermann.
The couple lived in lllinois, California, and fi-
nally Idaho, and produced three children—one
of whom, Don, is a dear friend and Los Ange-
les County supervisor. The couple celebrated
their 67th anniversary in November.

Ray served admirably in the United States
Navy during World War 1.

Ray had a knack for precise craftsmanship,
a skill he honed during his career which began
at the J.I. Case Tractor Company in lllinois
through his tenure at Western Gear Corpora-
tion in Southern California, where he ultimately
retired. Ray was a registered professional en-
gineer, mason, and member of the American
Society of Manufacturing Engineers.

In his later years, Ray finally decided to
relax, and dedicated more time to golf, travel,
and the occasional trip to the casino with Lu-
cille. Sunday mornings in Idaho were spent at
the Eagle Christian Church, where the pews
now feel a little emptier.

My heart goes out to Lucille, Don, and the
rest of Ray’s wonderful family.

———

SUNSET MEMORIAL

HON. TRENT FRANKS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 5, 2008

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is May 5, 2008, in the land of the free and
the home of the brave, and before the sun set
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on
demand. That’s just today, Madam Speaker.
That's more than the number of innocent lives
lost on September 11 in this country, only it
happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,887 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
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handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Madam Speaker, died and screamed
as they did so, but because it was amniotic
fluid passing over the vocal cords instead of
air, no one could hear them.

And all of them had at least four things in
common. First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to anyone,
and each one of them died a nameless and
lonely death. And each one of their mothers,
whether she realizes it or not, will never be
quite the same. And all the gifts that these
children might have brought to humanity are
now lost forever. Yet even in the glare of such
tragedy, this generation still clings to a blind,
invincible ignorance while history repeats itself
and our own silent genocide mercilessly anni-
hilates the most helpless of all victims, those
yet unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it's time for those
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson
said, “The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and
only object of good government.” The phrase
in the 14th Amendment encapsules our entire
Constitution; it says, “No State shall deprive
any person of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.” Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and
their constitutional rights is why we are all
here.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core, self-evident truth.

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we
are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

Madam Speaker, let me conclude in the
hope that perhaps someone new who heard
this Sunset Memorial tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit-
tle babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express; and that 12,887 days
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that the America
that rejected human slavery and marched into
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is still
courageous and compassionate enough to
find a better way for mothers and their unborn
babies than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each
remind ourselves that our own days in this
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all
too soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, little American
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brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is May 5, 2008, 12,887 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children,
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

———————

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF H.R.
493, “THE GENETIC INFORMATION
NONDISCRIMINATION ACT
(GINA)”

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2008

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H.R. 493, “The Ge-
netic Information  Nondiscrimination  Act
(GINA)”. | would like to thank my colleague
Congresswoman LOUISE MCINTOSH SLAUGH-
TER, from NewYork, for introducing this impor-
tant legislation. | would also like to thank my
colleagues on the Energy and Commerce,
Ways and Means, Education and Labor com-
mittees for their leadership in this highly con-
tentious and complex health issue.

The Genetic Information Nondiscrimination
Act (GINA) would restrict health insurers’ Title
I, and employer’s Title Il, acquisition and use
of genetic information in several ways. It is
also supported by consumer groups, the med-
ical profession, researchers, the medical prod-
ucts industry and pharmaceutical companies.

Since the first bills were introduced in the
103d Congress, many of the arguments and
positions supporting and opposing genetic
nondiscrimination legislation have remained
largely unchanged. The simple fact is without
protection, people are apprehensive about
seeking potentially beneficial genetic services
or participating in much needed clinical re-
search.

Alex Haley, the gifted author of Roots, stat-
ed on the front page of his book that “In all
of us there is a hunger, marrow deep, to know
our heritage—to know who we are and where
we have come from. Without this enriching
knowledge there is a hollow yearning. No mat-
ter what our attainment in life, there is still a
vacuum, an emptiness and the most dis-
quieting loneliness.”

When author Alex Haley revealed his Roots
in the late 1970s, everyone in the Nation, it
seemed, wondered about their own great-
great-great-grandparents. As a result, the
genealogical quest fever spread, particularly
among African Americans.

It took Haley more than a decade to trace
back several generations, but as most Black
people realize, not many of similar heritage
will be able to unearth their lineage even that
soon. That's because few, if any, reliable
records of the centuries-long Atlantic slave
trade remain to help in the search. That's what
became all too apparent to rheumatologist Dr.
Paul Plotz in 1992, when “a chance occur-
rence” pointed his research on a rare muscle
disorder to West Africa and “the greatest un-
documented migration of modern times.”

As Haley pointed out, people have an inher-
ent interest in knowing their heritage. Our in-
vestment in modern science, specifically the
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Human Genome Project, is poised not only to
reveal medical truths about ourselves and our
potential for health, but also to help us make

that connection to our past.

While some of my colleagues are focused
that GINA will provide further incentives and
additional opportunities for litigation against
employers, they seem to forget the very real
concern of individual protections. In an age
where electronic databases are easily tam-
pered with and private information is passed
around like a bad cold, we must focus on the
rights of individuals and their families when
dealing with such a complex and contentious
issue.

At a time when we want people to seek out
preventative care and gain greater health lit-
eracy, we want to ensure them that they are
safe and big brother is not selling their de-
tailed information to the highest bidder.

Researchers at Penn State University have
stated that from a medical viewpoint, African
genetic diversity is important in understanding
genetic diseases of African Americans and for
finding treatment methods for contagious dis-
eases that originated in Africa. These re-
searchers have said that if they could identify
the genetic changes that provided this protec-
tion, then they might be able to find treatment
methods for the diseases.

These revolutionary discoveries are due to a
diverse group of people feeling secure enough
with their doctors, nurses, and health insur-
ance companies that they participate in ge-
netic testing and research studies.

We exclaim that we want better health care,
greater incidence of prevention, better under-
standing of current diseases, and most impor-
tantly more cures to the illnesses of Ameri-
cans. This is what genetic testing and re-
search can do. If we allow employers and
health insurance companies manipulate the
data to further restrict Americans’ access to
quality care, then we should not support this
bill.

However, if we are for access to quality
health care, if we are for greater under-
standing of infectious diseases and mutations,
if we are for privacy protections in medical
records and payment systems . . . then we
must give our full support to this bill.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for your leadership
in the area of health care access. This is yet
one more area that allows us to support an in-
dividual’s right to care without fear of retribu-
tion by increased health insurance payments
or even worse, denial of care altogether. Vote
in support of Access, Understanding, and Pri-
vacy.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY,
JR., TO INTELLECTUAL AND
PHILOSOPHICAL DISCOURSE

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, May 5, 2008

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, last month
the Senate of Alabama including Alabama
Senators Pittman, French, Giriffith, Brooks,
Marsh, Glover, Butler, Waggoner, Bedford,
Mitchem, Barron, Bishop, Lindsey, Benefield,
McClain, Preuitt, Orr, and Mitchell, passed a
resolution recognizing the contributions of Wil-
liam F. Buckley, Jr., to intellectual and philo-
sophical discourse.
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Today, | rise to ask that this resolution be
entered into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD in its
entirety:

Whereas, the death of William F. Buckley,
Jr., on February 27, 2008, brings to a close a
public career of enormous productivity and
significance in the United States and around
the world; and

Whereas, educated by private tutors in
Connecticut, in European Catholic schools,
and at Yale University, he was an intellec-
tual giant with an intimidating vocabulary,
finely tuned debating skills, and a fearless
pen; he was at the forefront of the coales-
cence of a conservative movement in the
1960s, introducing a rhetoric still relevant
today; and

Whereas, Mr. Buckley founded a magazine,
the National Review; wrote some 55 books,
both fiction and nonfiction; authored edi-
torials published around the country and
abroad; entered into debate on the public
stage; and hosted Firing Line, a long-run-
ning television interview and debate pro-
gram; and

Whereas, as chief spokesman for a conserv-
ative philosophy which found favor with
such political figures as presidential can-
didate, Barry Goldwater and then-California
Governor, Ronald Reagan, Mr. Buckley road
the wave of public support to prominence at
home and around the globe, luring converts
in his wake; and

Whereas, described by his son, the novelist
Christopher Buckley, as not leaving any
stone unturned, Mr. Buckley also directed
his attention to religion where he applied his
conservative mind-set to the tents of Angli-
can and Roman Catholicism, writing expo-
sitions in defense of a traditionalistic the-
ology; and

Whereas, rarely does an individual of the
modern era succeed in being heralded as a
philosopher of immense influence in his life-
time; Mr. Buckley’s prolific work will con-
tinue to bear scrutiny as western thought
evolves; now therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the Legislature of
Alabama, that we recognize and applaud the
contributions of William F. Buckley, Jr. to
the intellectual and philosophical discourse
of the twentieth century, and we offer this
resolution in tribute to an accomplished and
distinguished American.

—————

RECOGNIZING TEACHER
APPRECIATION WEEK

HON. BILL SALI

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 5, 2008

Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of National Teacher Appreciation
Week, May 4-10, 2008.

This week we take a moment to thank edu-
cators who are committed to enriching the
lives of the children they teach.

| want to thank the teachers in Idaho dedi-
cated to paving the road for the next genera-
tion’s success. Educators have a unique op-
portunity to play a vital role in the lives of
Idaho students and provide a powerful role
model through their patience, dedication and
knowledge.

Several teachers from my youth left a last-
ing impression that has shaped who | am
today. | want to express my gratitude to those
teachers who taught me life long lessons. | am
in debt to them for their wisdom and vision.

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Genius with-
out education is like silver in the mine.” I'm
confident in the ability of Idaho educators to
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cultivate the minds of our youth and inspire
them to greatness.

Idaho teachers face a unique challenge in
that the Gem State includes 63 percent Feder-
ally administered land and this has left many
of our counties and schools without an ade-
quate tax base. In light of this, | will continue
to dedicate my time in Congress to ensure
Idaho’s rural counties get a fair shake and the
Federal Government meets its responsibilities
to them fully.

It is through the innovation and hard work of
parents, teachers, local administrators and the
community as a whole that the educational
needs of all children will be served. | remain
confidant that Idaho’s students will reap all the
benefits that our teachers have to offer.

——————

THE ABOLISHMENT BY THE CITY
OF EDCOUCH, TEXAS, OF A 1931
CITY ORDINANCE “ESTAB-
LISHING A LINE SEPARATING
RESIDENTS OF MEXICAN OR
SPANISH ORIGIN FROM AMER-
ICAN RESIDENTS”’

HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 5, 2008

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, on this
Cinco de Mayo, it is quite appropriate that the
City of Edcouch, in my Congressional district,
is repealing a 1931 city ordinance that should
have never been approved. This ordinance
segregated the city into two portions based
strictly on racial and national origin. It was this
type of prejudice, sanctioned by local govern-
ment, which created fear and insecurity
among the residents of Edcouch and the sur-
rounding region. It was this type of discrimina-
tion that caused my family to move from
Edcouch to Mercedes, Texas.

| recall how my brothers and | had to attend
segregated schools in Edcouch. It did not mat-
ter that my parents and family were upstand-
ing citizens of Edcouch or that my father start-
ed and ran a business. It didn’t matter that we
were hardworking and wanted to help the
community grow, and it did not matter that we
were U.S. citizens. No, it was our last name
and family lineage that defined who we were
and where we could live. That type of treat-
ment stays in your mind forever. That is why
this Nation has to constantly strive to improve
civil rights for everyone in 2008 and beyond.

The struggle for civil rights by Mexican-
Americans and other Hispanics throughout the
southwest is well documented. In my district,
it was the 1968 Edcouch-Elsa high school
walkouts that sent a loud message that justice
had not yet been achieved for all. Those walk-
outs eventually led to a Federal court declar-
ing the ban on Spanish speaking in schools to
be unconstitutional. That demonstration and
legal action led to the establishment of bilin-
gual education in public schools.

Back in the 1930s and 1940s, little did any-
one expect that a Mexican-American, born in
Edcouch, would one day be the U.S. Con-
gressman representing the Edcouch commu-
nity. But, we should not focus completely on
the past. We must look forward, because
many challenges remain.

The ugly head of prejudice still shows itself,
especially against immigrants. My parents
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