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support, peacekeeping, nation-building, and
civil support, and is instrumental in the
progress that our military makes each day.
The Army Reserve forms the backbone of
our Nation’s military. During today’s ceremony
commemorating the U.S. Army Reserve’s
100th anniversary, two young men from the
Colorado’s Fifth District, Sergeant Erice J.
Dwelle and Sergeant Otto Earl Searan Jr., re-
enlisted to once again serve our Nation. It is
an honor to recognize the 100th anniversary
of the Army Reserve today. | want to thank
every single Army Reserve soldier, both past
and present, for the patriotism they have dis-
played through the years and down to today.

INTRODUCING THE SHINGLES
PREVENTION ACT

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 23, 2008

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Shingles Prevention Act.

Many of us have had shingles or know of
others, especially over the age of 60, who
have. In 2006 a new vaccine was created that
prevents occurrence of shingles or dramati-
cally reduces the symptoms and pain of shin-
gles. Experts agree that adults over the age of
60 should receive this immunization.

Half of us will experience shingles by the
time we are 80. Shingles is a painful skin rash
often accompanied by fever, headache, chills,
and upset stomach. What is more pressing is
that one in five shingles patients will endure
post-herpetic neuralgia—severe pain lasting
much longer than the rash itself. The pain can
be so intolerable that patients are house-
bound, and there have been cases of suicide
from the disease. Shingles is most common
among seniors because the immune system
wanes with age, making Medicare bene-
ficiaries the best candidates for the vaccine.

Since its development in 2006, the shingles
vaccine has been recommended for adults 60
years or older by the Centers for Disease
Control. However, current Medicare Part D
coverage of the vaccine is insufficient. Not all
beneficiaries are enrolled in Part D or another
drug prescription plan. More important, seniors
are facing high out-of-pocket costs due to a
lack of coordination among doctors, phar-
macies, and Part D plans. For example, there
is no established direct billing method between
doctors and plans for Part D vaccines. Be-
cause of this, beneficiaries typically must pay
the full price up front, which results in out-of-
pocket costs that limit access to those that
need the vaccine the most—our seniors.

The billing problem, the resulting low utiliza-
tion of the vaccine, and costly storage require-
ments are enough to keep many doctors from
stocking the vaccine. When doctors do not
stock, beneficiaries’ only alternative is to ob-
tain the vaccine from pharmacists. But many
states do not allow pharmacies to administer
Part D vaccines, so the beneficiary has to take
the vial from the pharmacy back to the physi-
cian office. Thus, a senior who is thinking
about getting vaccinated would have to go first
to the doctor’s office for a consult, then to the
pharmacist, then back to the doctor for the
shot.

Not surprisingly, many seniors are not get-
ting immunized against shingles. This low utili-
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zation rate contributes to the half a billion dol-
lars of treatment costs per year and, for hun-
dreds of thousands of seniors, many weeks
spent suffering from a disease that could have
been prevented.

The Shingles Prevention Act will move shin-
gles vaccine coverage to Part B—thus treating
it in the same manner as the flu vaccine under
Medicare, simplifying the process for physi-
cians and beneficiaries, and lessening the cost
burden for our seniors. This is a common
sense and cost effective way to increase ac-
cess to high quality health care for our sen-
jors, and | look forward to working with my col-
leagues to ensure its passage.

———————

CELEBRATING 35 YEARS OF
SPACE-BASED OBSERVATIONS OF
THE EARTH BY THE LANDSAT
SPACECRAFT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 891,
celebrating 35 years of space-based observa-
tions of the earth by the Landsat spacecraft
and looking forward to sustaining the longest
unbroken record of civil earth observations of
the land, introduced by my distinguished col-
league from Colorado, Representative MARK
UDALL. This important legislation recognizes
the longest running enterprise for acquisition
of imagery of Earth from space.

The program was initiated in 1966 as the
Earth Resources Observation Satellites pro-
gram but was later changed to Landsat in
1975. On July 23, 1972, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration launched
Landsat 1, originally called the Earth Re-
sources Technology Satellite, as the first civil-
ian Earth observation satellite to study the
Earth’s land cover and monitor natural re-
sources. Since 1972, the Landsat program
has continued to collect data without interrup-
tion through the successful launches of
Landsats 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7, and has estab-
lished the longest and most comprehensive
record of global land surface data ever col-
lected.

The year 2007 represents 35 years of con-
tinuous collection of space-based observations
of the Earth’s land cover by the United States
Landsat satellites, which have enabled in-
creased scientific understanding of the inter-
relationships of the Earth’s land cover, energy
balance, and biogeochemical processes as
well as the realization of numerous societal
benefits from the applied uses of the data.
The consistency of Landsat data over three
decades of acquisition offers opportunities to
compare land cover changes over time.
Landsat greatly enhances remote sensing
science that helps give rise to a global change
research plan and international initiatives to
study the Earth system. Landsat images are
also invaluable for emergency response and
disaster relief. Advances made in data recep-
tion and processing permit rapid access to im-
agery in times of natural or human-made dis-
aster. Within hours of data acquisition, the
USGS Center for Earth Resources Observa-
tion and Science provides relief organizations
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worldwide with satellite images for disaster re-
sponse, as well as image-derived products
that incorporate information on population den-
sity, elevation, and other relevant topics.

Landsat data illuminated for the first time
how human decisions led to large-scale im-
pacts on the environment. The U.S. Climate
Change Science Program has recognized
Landsat and its 3 long-term data record as in-
strumental to the study of climate and environ-
mental change, noting that Landsat data are
invaluable for studying the land surface and
how it affects and is affected by climate. The
scientific and societal benefits of the Landsat
program and its 35-year data record illustrate
the significant return on the public investment
in Earth observations and the need for contin-
ued support for this critical national asset.

Mr. Speaker, | express my appreciation to
all of the dedicated scientists, engineers, and
program personnel who have contributed to
the successful development and operation of
the Landsat program over the past 35 years.
| urge my fellow colleagues to join me and
continue to support the Landsat program and
data record so as to sustain Landsat’'s value
to scientific research, especially, the study of
global climate change, and to the myriad ap-
plied uses of the data for societal benefit.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF
THE MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the 60th anniversary of the founding of
the State of Israel.

| am just a few years older than the State
of Israel, and | remember, as a little Jewish
girl, the pride and joy my family felt that a
Jewish state was a reality. My parents ex-
pressed tremendous relief that there was now
a place in the world safe for Holocaust sur-
vivors, and a haven for all Jewish people
wherever we may live.

We watched with amazement as an arid
land turned green as it was transformed into
farms and towns. We ourselves planted trees
in Israel by buying a tree certificate and gave
it to our family friends on every special occa-
sion, so we could participate in making the
desert bloom. We all stood a bit taller, and
every Passover, the holiday of freedom, was
sweeter because Israel wasn'’t just a longing
of our people, but a real country on the map.

That pride burns brightly today. Sixty years
later, Israel has weathered war and terrorism
and remains a strong, thriving democracy—the
only democratic nation in the Middle East and
America’s closest friend and ally in the region.
Israel has become a resource for the United
States and the world because of her
groundbreaking discoveries in the areas of
medicine, energy, clean water, and security
technologies.

On her 60th anniversary, the vibrant Jewish
community in the Chicagoland area is proud of
Israel's pioneering leadership and the strong
United States-Israel bond, and works hard
every day to strengthen and refresh that rela-
tionship.
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| will always support the State of Israel, and
| urge all of my colleagues to vote “aye” on
H. Con. Res 322.

——————

PROTECTING THE MEDICAID
SAFETY NET ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to voice
my strong support for H.R. 5613, the Pro-
tecting the Medicaid Safety Net Act. This im-
portant bipartisan bill extends a moratorium
until April 1, 2009 on seven Administration-im-
posed Medicaid regulations that if imple-
mented, would severely reduce Federal Med-
icaid funding.

Without the moratorium, Medicaid funding to
States for vital programs and services would
be cut by $18 billion over the next 5 years.
These cuts include restrictions on Medicaid
payments for graduate medical education
(GME), rehabilitation services, and outpatient
hospital services, among other services.

It would be irresponsible to think about cut-
ting funding to academic medical centers and
residency training programs when we currently
face a shortage of physicians. If these cuts
were allowed to go into effect, we would be
unable to provide necessary medical services
to many people who depend upon Medicaid.
Constantly cutting funds to the very services
which keep our fragmented, non-system of
health care afloat is inhumane and nonsen-
sical.

The tactic of underfunding Federal programs
in an attempt to undermine their effectiveness
demonstrates the Administration’s lack of com-
mitment to the programs that faithfully and ef-
fectively serve the American people.

Mr. Speaker, passage of H.R. 5613 is sim-
ply a necessity. We must halt the under-
funding of important Medicaid programs. |
wholeheartedly support the passage of H.R.
5613, the Protecting the Medicaid Safety Net
Act.

———————

PRESS FORCES A RETREAT IN
THE WAR ON TERROR

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 23, 2008

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, recently coalition
forces were forced to retreat in their campaign
against insurgents in Afghanistan when the
British Ministry of Defense extracted Prince
Harry from his front line duties. As third line in
line to the British throne, Harry carries a cer-
tain amount of importance about him, espe-
cially when he is risking his life to make the
lives of the British people and their allies
safer. Military service is not something new for
the Royal Family, as they have a long tradition
of serving in the armed forces, including direct
combat duties. But why did the British military,
one of the most disciplined and well respected
organizations in the world, have to pull back?
The answer was that it was betrayed by
friendly fire in the press.
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An Australian magazine entitted New Idea
leaked Harry’s mission in Afghanistan in late
February. While the magazine has apologized,
it broke an informal agreement with the British
Ministry of Defense that called for a global
media blackout on the story. Harry had been
successfully calling in coalition air-strikes
against Taliban insurgents. But with his iden-
tity and location compromised, Harry’s security
became jeopardized because of the possibility
that he and his command would become spe-
cifically targeted.

Here is a “New Idea” for the press: exercise
some common sense. While it is important
that we as a democracy stay abreast of what
is occurring in the military, there is a fine line
where we have to stop and let the military do
its job. This example involving the Prince of
Wales shows the great security issue involving
the press and the military. Not all information
can be given to the general public, and when
supplied with details, the press needs to be
responsible and exercise basic common
sense.

Here is some advice for the press to follow
when given military information. Ask the ques-
tion, “Will this information possibly endanger
lives and missions?” If the answer is even
close to being “yes,” then it is probably not
best to publish it. What would happen if our
high ranking generals and civilian leaders had
their locations and missions revealed? We
would have to completely rethink our strategy
and decisions. Missions and lives would be-
come compromised, just as they did for the
British with Prince Harry. We need to let the
military do its job without interference.

And that’s just the way it is.

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | join
my colleagues as a proud original cosponsor
of this important resolution.

| congratulate our brothers and sisters in
Israel on this important milestone—the 60th
anniversary of becoming an independent na-
tion. From the first hour on that first day, Israel
and the United States began a relationship
based on democratic values, friendship and
respect that continues to this day.

Over the years, Israel has developed into a
thriving society, a world leader, and an active
democracy. Welcoming people from Russia to
Ethiopia, Israel has become a refuge for those
persecuted for thousands of years.

In fact, many of my constituents have trav-
eled or lived in Israel. In 2005, we made his-
tory when Atlanta became the first U.S. city in
the Southeast to have non-stop direct flights to
Tel Aviv.

I, too, have a personal connection with the
people of Israel—like me, they are descended
from survivors. The atrocities of the holocaust
must never be forgotten. Every day, we must
recommit ourselves to never allow this history
to be repeated. We have overcome so many
trials and hardships, but there is still so much
farther to go.
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It is my hope that one day, together we will
be able to celebrate peaceful relationships and
coexistence with all the countries in the Middle
East. And | hope that this peace comes long
before another 60 years.

Mr. Speaker, | extend my deepest congratu-
lations to the Israeli people on this historic
day.

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Con. Res. 322 recognizing the
60th anniversary of the founding of the mod-
ern State of Israel and reaffirming the bonds
of close friendship and cooperation between
the United States and Israel.

Today marks the 60th anniversary of the
founding of the modern State of Israel. For the
past six decades the United States and Israel
have forged a special relationship based on
our shared history of overcoming oppression,
tyranny and hatred. This bond has strength-
ened over time through our common interest
in peace, prosperity, and democracy.

As we commemorate this anniversary, we
must also recognize the challenges that face
Israel. Security and prosperity will only be
reached when a resolution to the conflict be-
tween the Palestinian and Israeli peoples is
achieved.

It is critical that we engage both Israel and
the Palestinian leadership to find a way for-
ward. It is also critical that we support initia-
tives that create greater dialogue, cooperation
and economic development between lIsraelis
and Palestinians. | have been a strong sup-
porter of Seeds of Peace, which has a camp
located in my district, which brings Arab and
Israeli youth together to dispel stereotypes
and build lasting trust within the regional lead-
ers of tomorrow. | have also been a strong
supporter of the Middle East Regional Co-
operation program and other programs that
create people-to-people reconciliation and co-
existence in the Middle East.

Israel is friend and ally of the United States
and it is my honor to recognize the 60th anni-
versary of its founding. True support for Israel
lies in standing with our friend as its civilians
face down indiscriminate rocket attacks and in
pushing for a permanent peace that provides
security and dignity to both Israelis and Pal-
estinians.

On this special occasion it is important to
commemorate the past, but also to look to-
ward the future. As our two Nations enter our
seventh decade as allies, we must continue to
actively pursue our common dream of peace,
freedom and security—a dream that | believe
is shared by all peoples of the world.

Mr. Speaker, | reiterate my firm support of
H. Con. Res. 322.
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