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TWELVE PENELLAS COUNTY CIT-
IES HONORED BY THE ARBOR
DAY FOUNDATION

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 23, 2008

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker,
twelve Pinellas County, Florida cities were
honored by the Arbor Day Foundation this
year for their commitment to improving the en-
vironment.

This Tree City USA designation recognizes
the commitment of towns and cities throughout
our nation to preserving open lands and to
beautify their streets and public lands through
the planting of trees and other natural vegeta-
tion. Pinellas County, which | have the privi-
lege to represent, has taken significant steps
to maintain and enhance our state’s natural
beauty, even though it is Florida’s most
densely populated county.

The U.S. Forest Service’s Urban and Com-
munity Forestry program provides key federal
support for these efforts through state and
local grants as well as with advice to local
community leaders. Together, this federal,
state and local initiative is making our commu-
nities better places to live.

The 12 Pinellas County communities hon-
ored this year as Tree Cities USA are the
Town of Belleair led by Mayor George Mariani;
the City of Clearwater led by Mayor Frank
Hibbard; the City of Dunedin led by Mayor
Robert Hackworth; the City of Gulfport led by
Mayor Michael Yakes; the City of Largo led by
Mayor Patricia Gerard; the City of Oldsmar led
by Mayor Jim Ronecker; the City of Safety
Harbor led by Mayor Andy Steingold; the City
of St. Petersburg led by Mayor Rick Baker; the
City of Seminole led by Jimmy Johnson; the
City of South Pasadena led by Mayor Dick
Holmes; the City of St. Pete Beach led by
Mayor Ward Friszolowski; and the City of
Treasure Island led by Mayor Mary Maloof.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | would ask my
colleagues in the House to join me in con-
gratulating these 12 cities and the commitment
of their residents to making them such special
places to live, to work, and to play.

HONORING MARY LOIS McMILLAN
HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 23, 2008

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, | ask
my colleagues to join me in congratulating
Mary Lois McMillan upon her retirement as a
Career Counselor at WorkForce Essentials.

Since joining the Franklin Career Center
more than fifteen years ago, she has been a
cornerstone in the center’s efforts to prepare
Williamson County citizens for new and chal-
lenging careers. During her tenure, the
Williamson County office was recognized as
Career Center of the Year and received the
Business Services Award on multiple occa-
sions. Employers in the county trusted that
any candidate she sent to them would be a
viable and well-prepared applicant. Mary Lois
McMillan is known throughout WorkForce Es-
sentials as a dedicated team player with a tre-
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mendous work ethic. She will
missed.

In addition to her efforts at the Career Cen-
ter, she has consistently given back to the
community through her volunteer work with
the Williamson County Chamber of Com-
merce, the Carnton Plantation, the Heritage
Foundation of Franklin and Williamson County,
and the Dress for Success program.

Please join me in thanking Mary Lois McMil-
lan for her contributions to our community and
to Tennessee. We should all be proud of the
work she has done.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF CAPTAIN DAVID MAR-
TIN KARASEK FROM THE FLOR-
IDA HIGHWAY PATROL

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 23, 2008

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an
honor for me to rise today in recognition of
Captain David Martin Karasek upon his retire-
ment from the Florida Highway Patrol.

Captain Karasek’s commitment to his coun-
try and community spans several decades.
After serving in the United States Air Force for
six years, Captain Karasek attended the Flor-
ida Highway Patrol Training Academy where
he was appointed State Trooper on January 9,
1978. For over ten years, Captain Karasek
served various communities in the State of
Florida and attained numerous promotions. In
1990, Lieutenant Karasek transferred to the
Florida Highway Patrol Training Academy
where his experience and dedication made
him instrumental in the fashioning of future
State Troopers. A year later, Lieutenant
Karasek was promoted to Captain and District
Commander, where he has served for almost
seventeen years.

Throughout his thirty year career with the
Florida Highway Patrol, Captain Karasek has
been awarded Trooper of the Month on six
separate occasions, and in 1981 he was elect-
ed Exchange Club Trooper of the Year. From
1992 to 1994, Captain Karasek served as Vice
President of the First Judicial Circuit Law En-
forcement Association. Escambia County and
Northwest Florida communities are deeply in-
debted to Captain Karasek, whose continual
commitment provided safety and security for
our roads in Florida.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am proud to honor Captain
David Martin Karasek for his enduring alle-
giance to the State of Florida and our great
Nation.

clearly be

———

HONORING CAPTAIN LOREN V.
HECKELMAN

HON. THELMA D. DRAKE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 23, 2008

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, | would like
to take this moment and thank my constituent,
Captain Loren V. Heckelman, for his 28 years
of service in the U.S. Navy. Captain
Heckelman retired on January 1, 2008.
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Captain Loren V. Heckelman served as
Fleet Comptroller in the U.S. Atlantic Fleet
from July, 2004 to June, 2007, administering a
budget of $8.4 billion.

Prior to July, 2004, he commanded the
Fleet and Industrial Supply Center Norfolk, the
Navy’s largest supply center. In that position,
Heckelman was also responsible for Program
Manager, Supply and Logistics for the Com-
mander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic.

He has served in the United States Navy in
several abroad tours. He served as supply of-
ficer for the nuclear powered aircraft carrier
USS Abraham Lincoln while on deployment to
the Persian Gulf and North Arabian Ocean
and he was recognized as having the best
service and sales operations among Navy air-
craft carriers. In June, 1995, he acted as the
Executive Officer in Yokosuka, Japan.

Heckelman was selected by the Undersec-
retary of the Navy to serve in the Department
of the Navy’s 1995 Base Realignment and
Closure team, acting as the Infrastructure An-
alyst and the senior Supply Corps officer.

He served as the Executive Assistant to the
Commander, Naval Informative Systems Man-
agement Center in Washington, DC.

Before receiving his master's degree of
business administration from the University of
Michigan, he served on the USS Carl Vinson
as Stock Control and Readiness Officer.

His first command was on the destroyer
USS Bigelow, first as Distributing Officer and
quickly advancing to Sales Officer.

Highlighting his career in the United States
Navy, Captain Heckelman has earned many
awards including the Legion of Merit, Meri-
torious Service Medal, Naval Commendation
Medal, Navy Achievement Medal, Military Out-
standing Volunteer Service Medal, and the
Meritorious Unit Commendation award.

| would like to convey my gratitude and con-
gratulations to Captain Loren V. Heckelman
for his 28 year commitment to the United
States Navy and wish him the best in his fu-
ture endeavors.

———

HONORING THE ACADEMY REVIEW
BOARD AND ACADEMY NOMI-
NEES FOR 2008

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 23, 2008

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker,
every year, more high school seniors from the
11th Congressional District trade in varsity
jackets for Navy pea coats, Air Force flight
suits, and Army brass buckles than most other
districts in the country. But this is nothing
new—our area has repeatedly sent an above
average portion of its sons and daughters to
the Nation’s military academies for decades.

This fact should not come as a surprise.
The educational excellence of area schools is
well known and has long been a magnet for
families looking for the best environment in
which to raise their children. Our graduates
are skilled not only in mathematics, science,
and social studies, but also have solid back-
grounds in sports, debate teams, and other
extracurricular activities. This diverse upbring-
ing makes military academy recruiters sit up
and take note—indeed, many recruiters know
our towns and schools by name.
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Since the 1830s, Members of Congress
have enjoyed meeting, talking with, and nomi-
nating these superb young people to our mili-
tary academies. But how did this process
evolve? In 1843, when West Point was the
sole academy, Congress ratified the nomi-
nating process and became directly involved
in the makeup of our military’s leadership. This
was not an act of an imperial Congress bent
on controlling every aspect of Government.
Rather, the procedure still used today was,
and is, a further check and balance in our de-
mocracy. It was originally designed to weaken
and divide political coloration in the officer
corps, provide geographical balance to our
armed services, and to make the officer corps
more resilient to unfettered nepotism and
handicapped European armies.

In 1854, Representative Gerritt Smith of
New York added a new component to the
academy nomination process—the academy
review board. This was the first time a Mem-
ber of Congress appointed prominent citizens
from his district to screen applicants and as-
sist with the serious duty of nominating can-
didates for academy admission. Today, | am
honored to continue this wise tradition in my
service to the 11th Congressional District.

The Academy Review Board is composed of
six local citizens (several of whom are distin-
guished veterans) who have shown exemplary
service to New Jersey, to their communities,
and to the continued excellence of education
in our area. Though from diverse backgrounds
and professions, they all share a common
dedication that the best qualified and moti-
vated graduates attend our academies. And,
as true for most volunteer groups, their service
goes largely unnoticed.

| would like to take a moment to recognize
these men and women and thank them pub-
licly for participating in this important panel.
Being on the Board requires hard work and an
objective mind. Members have the responsi-
bility of interviewing upwards of 50 outstanding
high school seniors every year in the academy
review process.

The nomination process follows a general
timetable. High school seniors mail personal
information directly to the Military Academy,
the Naval Academy, the Air Force Academy,
and the Merchant Marine Academy once they
become interested in attending. Information in-
cludes academic achievement, college entry
test scores, and other activities. At this time,
they also inform my office of their desire to be
nominated.

The academies then assess the applicants,
rank them based on the data supplied, and re-
turn the files to my office with their notations.
In late November, our Academy Review Board
interviews all of the applicants over the course
of two days. They assess a student’s qualifica-
tions and analyze character, desire to serve,
and other talents that may be hidden on
paper.

This year the board interviewed 38 appli-
cants. Nominations included 10 to the Naval
Academy, 8 to the Military Academy, 5 to the
Merchant Marine Academy, and 5 to the Air
Force Academy—the Coast Guard Academy
does not use the congressional nomination
process. The recommendations are then for-
warded to the academies by January 31,
where admissions staff reviewed files and noti-
fied applicants and my office of their final deci-
sion on admittance.

As these highly motivated and talented
young men and women go through the acad-
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emy nominating process, never let us forget
the sacrifice they are preparing to make: to
defend our country and protect our citizens.
This holds especially true at a time when our
Nation is fighting the war against terrorism.
Whether it is in Afghanistan, the Iraq, or other
hot spots around the world, no doubt we are
constantly reminded that wars are fought by
the young. And, while our military missions are
both important and sometimes dangerous, it is
reassuring to know that we continue to put
America’s best and brightest in command.
ACADEMY NOMINEES FOR 2008, 11TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT NEW JERSEY
AIR FORCE ACADEMY

Chelsea A. Bailey, Chatham, Academy of
Arts Science & Engineering.

Phillip XG Choy, Basking Ridge, Ridge
H.S.

Kenneth A. Natelli, Andover, Lenape Val-
ley H.S.

Ethan J. Proll,
Christian School.

William D. Thimmel, Pompton Plains, Don
Bosco.

West Caldwell, Trinity

MERCHANT MARINE ACADEMY

Michael C. Jones, Basking Ridge, Ridge
H.S.

Leslie M. Martin, Parsippany, DePaul H.S.

Jack A. Morado, West Caldwell, St. Bene-
dicts Prep.

Evan Prill, Boonton, Boonton H.S.

Matthew J. White, Bloomingdale, Butler
H.S.

MILITARY ACADEMY

Brian P. Greely, Lake Hopatcong,
John XXITIT.

Travis Hughes, Randolph, Randolph H.S.

Vincent J. Lally, Sparta, Sparta H.S.

James J. Mariani, Fairfield, West Essex
H.S.

Mark E. McConnell, Lake Hopatcong, Jef-
ferson H.S.

Alexander G. Pagoulatos, Basking Ridge,
Ridge H.S.

Jason S. Rothamel, Basking Ridge, Ridge
H.S.

Brendan J. Ward, Chatham, Chatham H.S.

NAVAL ACADEMY

William B. Brundage, New Vernon, The
Pingry School.

Aaron Z. Dewitt, Mendham, W. Morris
Mendham H.S.

Katherine S. Drainsfield,
Bridgewater-Raritan H.S.

Zachery R. Hoyt, Morristown, Delbarton
School.

Anthony J. Kline, Boonton, Seton Hall
Prep.

Kenneth L.
Mendham H.S.

Kevin A. Petty, Succasunna, Roxbury H.S.

Colin R. Price, North Caldwell, Home
School.

Nicholas G. Tepfenhart, Long Valley, West
Morris Central.

David C. Wenger, Montville, Montville H.S.

———————

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CLARENCE CEN-
TER VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 23, 2008
Mr. REYNOLDS. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride that | rise today to commemorate

the 100th Anniversary of the Clarence Center
Volunteer Fire Company of Clarence, New

Pope

Bridgewater,

Miltenberger, Mendham,

January 23, 2008

York. For a century the members of the Clar-
ence Hose Company have been volunteering
to protect their neighbors.

The Clarence Center Volunteer Fire Com-
pany became the first fire company in the
Town of Clarence in 1908. The company
began as a stock company and was able to
purchase a hand drawn hose cart and chem-
ical fire extinguishers. Land for a fire hall was
donated to the Fire Company by a local busi-
nessman, and fundraising for the construction
began in July 1908 with the First Firemen’s
picnic in Clarence. With the help of a local
farmer, Wesley Williams, the Company raised
enough money to construct Williams Hall.

The year 1922 marked a milestone for the
Clarence Center Volunteer Fire Company. In
February of this year the Company was able
to purchase its first fire truck. The acquisition
of this truck was important to the protection
that the fire company offered the people in
Clarence. Additionally, the first annual Labor
Day Picnic was held in 1922. This is a time-
honored event in the town of Clarence; not
only is it a way for the fire company to raise
funds for improvements to the equipment used
to serve the people of Clarence, but it is an
event that families throughout the town look
forward to every year.

Since its beginnings the Clarence Volunteer
Fire Company has become an indispensable
part of the town. The Company remains com-
mitted to providing fire, rescue, and EMS serv-
ices to the citizens that reside within the dis-
trict boundaries. They've continued to meet
the needs of the rapidly growing population of
Clarence Center. As we reach the 100th anni-
versary of this fire company the volunteers
continue to dedicate themselves to serve and
assist the members of their community.

Thus Madam Speaker, in recognition of its
100th Anniversary of tremendous service in
the Town of Clarence, | ask this honorable
body join me in honoring the Clarence Center
Volunteer Fire Company.

———

HONORING HRANT DINK

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 23, 2008

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Hrant Dink. He
was a Turkish-Armenian journalist and a de-
fender of the freedom of the press. His belief
in this freedom never wavered despite his
prosecution and conviction under Article 301
of the Turkish Penal Code, which makes it a
crime to discuss the Armenian Genocide.
Sadly, Mr. Dink’s life was taken one year ago
on January 19, 2007.

I am proud to cosponsor H. Res. 102, which
condemns the assassination of Hrant Dink.
This bill urges the Turkish government to con-
tinue to investigate and prosecute those re-
sponsible for Mr. Dink’'s murder and to protect
the freedom of speech in Turkey by repealing
Article 301. The repeal of this Article will en-
sure that Hrant Dink’s legacy will live on and
that his death will not have been in vain.
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