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The dedication demonstrated by Shumet
Demie is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Shumet Demie for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication she has shown in her
high school career to her college career and
future accomplishments.

——
A PROCLAMATION HONORING
ELIZABETH LIPPENCOTT FOR

WINNING THE OHIO DIVISION IV
STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Elizabeth Lippencott showed hard
work and dedication to the sport of basketball;
and

Whereas, Elizabeth Lippencott was a sup-
portive team player; and

Whereas, Elizabeth Lippencott always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the court;
now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with her friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Elizabeth Lippencott on
winning the Ohio Division IV State Basketball
Championship. We recognize the tremendous
hard work and sportsmanship she has dem-
onstrated during the 2007-2008 basketball
season.

———————

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FOR
SECURE ELECTIONS ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 15, 2008

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, while | was un-
fortunately absent for the vote on H.R. 5036
due to commitments in my home state of Cali-
fornia, | would have voted in support of this
legislation had | been present. | am deeply
dismayed that the bill failed to pass by a wide
margin.

As an original cosponsor of H.R. 5036, the
Emergency Assistance for Secure Elections
Act, | thank Congressman HOLT for his vig-
orous efforts to provide emergency support to
states and counties that wish to ensure that all
votes are accurately counted through the use
of paper ballots. This bill would provide assist-
ance to states and counties that voluntarily
choose to use paper-based voting systems.
States would be able to seek federal reim-
bursements for emergency paper ballots that
are offered in the event of technological fail-
ures. The bill would make funding available for
the development of procedures to conduct
hand-counted audits or to hand-count the re-
sults of elections.
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Free and fair elections are fundamental as-
pects of a representative democracy like the
United States, and we must provide the nec-
essary support to our state and local govern-
ments to strengthen the integrity of our de-
mocracy. In the 2004 election, while wide-
spread usage of electronic voting machines
helped standardize our nation’s voting system
and prevented some of the problems that oc-
curred with punch-card ballots in the 2000
election, there were reports of voting irregular-
ities, some of which were due to glitches in
electronic voting machine software. This is
why it is absolutely necessary to make avail-
able paper receipts that each voter can verify
for themselves.

To this end, | am also a cosponsor of H.R.
811, the Voter Confidence and Increased Ac-
cessibility Act. The legislation would require
voting systems to produce a voter-verified
paper record suitable for a manual audit
equivalent or superior to that of a paper ballot
box system.

A few years ago, | held a town hall meeting
on electronic voting at Santa Clara University
to expand my knowledge and public aware-
ness of direct recording electronic (DRE) de-
vices. The program provided much insight into
the development of DREs but it also left many
unanswered questions about their security and
reliability. Since then, | have supported legisla-
tion that seeks to ensure a voter verifiable
record and greater openness in the testing
and certification process of DREs.

Even as secure technology is developed,
voter verifiable records will sustain the high in-
tegrity of our voting processes. It is imperative
that Congress helps support those states and
counties that are willing to use paper ballots to
strengthen our democracy until electronic sys-
tems that produce a paper trail are available,
and to ensure that all American votes cast will
be counted.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIM MAHONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 2008

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Madam Speaker,
on April 17, 2008, | missed votes because |
was attending my daughter Bailey’s equestrian
event. Bailey is competing today at the 2008
Varsity Equestrian National Championship in
Waco, Texas. She is a senior at Oklahoma
State University and has been a member of
the OSU equestrian team since her freshman
year.

———

TRACY KRAUSE: PHYSICAL EDU-
CATION TEACHER OF THE YEAR

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 2008

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker. | want to
congratulate Mr. Tracy Krause being recog-
nized as the National Physical Education
Teacher of the Year. The award was pre-
sented on April 11, 2008, at the National As-
sociation for Sport and Physical Education
(NASPE) Hall of Fame Banquet. The NASPE
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is a non-profit professional membership asso-
ciation that sets the standard for practice in
physical education and sport.

Mr. Krause is a Physical Education teacher
at Mount Tahoma Senior High School. He has
taught Physical Education for 15 years. His
contributions to physical education were rec-
ognized because of his innovative approach to
physical education and wellness. Rather than
just focusing on activities students can do on
the track and in the gym during that particular
school day, Mr. Krause exposed students to a
lifetime of physical activity such as biking, hik-
ing and climbing with positive results and
ever-increasing interest from students and ad-
ministrators. Mr. Krause takes responsibility
for the lifetime fitness of his students, not just
the years they are enrolled in his class.

Apart from his work at Tahoma High, Mr.
Krause is a National Board Certified Teacher
who has presented numerous workshops and
conferences and supervises pre-service teach-
ers at regional universities throughout Wash-
ington State. The work he is doing to better
the fitness level and overall wellness of young
people is a wonderful anecdote for relieving
pressure on an increasingly expensive health
care system.

| again congratulate Mr. Tracy Krause for
the recognition he received from the NASPE,
encourage him to continue in his important
work and thank him for the lives he has al-
ready permanently changed for the better.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 2008

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | was not
present in the House chamber for votes on
April 3, 2008.

If I had been present, | would have voted
“yes” on rollcall No. 159, a motion to recom-
mit H.R. 4847, the United States Fire Adminis-
tration Reauthorization Act, with instructions to
amend the bill (forthwith) to provide liability
protection to firemen that provide inspection
services or advice on the use of child safety
seats to their communities.

| would also have voted “yes” on rollcall No.
160, final passage of H.R. 4847, the United
States Fire Administration Reauthorization Act.

———

NATIONAL LANDSCAPE
CONSERVATION SYSTEM ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ROB BISHOP

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 9, 2008

The House in Committee of the Whole
House of the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2016) to establish
the National Landscape Conservation Sys-
tem, and for other purposes:

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Chairman, | would
like to submit for the Record portions of an ar-
ticle from the Tucson Weekly that was pub-
lished on February 15, 2007.

FOLLOWING THE AMNESTY TRAIL

Leo W. Banks follows one of Arizona’s

most popular illegal alien crossing routes
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and finds piles of garbage trampled public
lands, angry residents and the suspected
presence of a vicious gang.

In the coming weeks, as President Bush
and the Democrat-controlled Congress take
up immigration reform, and the political
talk turns to amnesty, everyone living along
border smuggling routes will hunker down to
wait for the worst. They know their lives
will get miserable in a hurry.

The word amnesty possesses remarkable
power on the Mexican side of the line. It has
the same effect as a starter’s pistol.

Bang! Let the land rush begin.

It happened after Jan. 7. 2004. when Bush
floated his idea for a temporary worker pro-
gram. The idea was broadly viewed in Mexico
as amnesty, and the Border Patrol’s own sur-
vey proved it. In the weeks following the
proposal, the agency quietly questioned
crossers apprehended at the southern border
and found the president’s plan had caused a
big spike in illegal crossings. Forty-five per-
cent said they’d entered our country ‘‘to get
Bush’s amnesty.”

Nowhere will the coming stampede be more
evident than on the smuggling routes that
begin at the border at Sasabe, 65 miles
southwest of Tucson, curl up through the
Altar Valley and continue all the way to the
Ironwood Forest National Monument, a full
75 miles north of the border.

The 129,000-acre Ironwood, located west of
Marana and south of Eloy, is a desert para-
dise of giant saguaros and spooky black-rock
peaks worthy of a gothic novel. President
Bill Clinton declared it a Federal monument
in June 2000.

But the smugglers have turned this signa-
ture Arizona landscape into a criminals’
playground. The land here is crisscrossed
with trails so packed from use, they shine
white under the sun. Another Monument
resident, Cindy Coping, uses Google Earth to
zoom in on the Amnesty Trail, which comes
up clear as a bell on her monitor.

What’s it like to live here?

If you're out on the land a lot, expect to
find the corpses of those who’ve made the
terrible decision to cross this desert. Includ-
ing the three murders last week, seven bod-
ies were found on the Ironwood in the three
months prior to this writing.

One photo, taken sometime in 2000 by my
anonymous photographer, shows the skull of
a presumed illegal, with other human bones
in the foreground. Next to the skull, not pic-
tured, stands a saguaro-rib cross, probably
built by companions after the deceased went
down.

For those trying to keep cattle on their
land, the smugglers have made living in the
Ironwood a nightmare. At this writing,
rancher Emilio Figueroa says he has 18 head
of cattle, valued at $800 each, on Tohono
O’odham land immediately west of the
monument. They got out when coyotes cut
his fence. Now the tribe is refusing to let
him onto Indian land to retrieve them. He’s
out $14,000.

For Cindy’s husband, Bob, a 58-year-old re-
tired Raytheon engineer, one of the defining
aspects of life on the Ironwood is a par-
ticular sound he can hear, literally, a mile
away. ‘“‘I’ll be out working and I'll hear,
‘wappa-wappa-wappa’, and I know it’s a load-
out truck coming down the road with a flat
tire,”” he says.

The smugglers keep driving on the flat
until the rubber flies off. Even then, they
don’t stop. They keep driving on the tire’s
rim until that, too, falls off or disintegrates.
Sometimes the drive train falls out first.

These smuggler vehicles, most stolen from
Phoenix, often travel at night without head-
lights, with tape over the brake lights, and
they’ve been clocked tearing through the
monument’s dirt roads at 89 mph. This en-
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dangers the lives of residents and visitors
alike.

It also ensures that many of these load ve-
hicles—such as the tan truck pictured—
never make it out of the monument. They
smash into trees and saguaros, or run into
ditches. The BLM has towed 300 vehicles a
year out of the monument since 2000.

These load-outs, as well as the constant
foot traffic, destroy habitat and threaten
cultural sites and endangered species. The
trash left behind requires pickup crews to
have biohazard training and armed guards
watching them as they work.

Even worse, Vic Brown says that MS-13,
the notoriously vicious Salvadoran gang,
might be operating on the monument, based
on suspicious tattoos law enforcement has
seen on smugglers arrested there. The Border
Patrol’s public information office in Tucson
wouldn’t return a call to talk about MS-13 in
the monument.

Says Vic Brown: “We’re trying to maintain
some semblance of a national monument out
there, and to be quite honest, we’re not able
to do it, because undocumented immigrants
have targeted the area. I've watched it de-
grade from when I got there in 1992, and in
the last 5 years, it has gotten progressively
worse.”’

The Copings bought their land here in 1995,
and since then, they’ve been eyewitnesses to
the explosion of the smuggling trade. In the
mid-"90s. it was mainly small family groups
that crossed at Sasabe and walked the 75
miles north to the monument, then an addi-
tional 18-20 miles to their pickup at Eloy.
They rarely used coyotes.

In 2000, the Copings began seeing vehicles,
often Ford F-150 pickups, parked at the side
of the road. They usually had dark windows,
no license plates and the keys resting on a
tire. The illegals would drive themselves out
to I-10, then Phoenix.

The abandoned-truck phase gave way in
about 2003 to the huge load-out phase. The
Copings began seeing SUVs with five to eight
illegals sitting on the roof, as Bob says,
“‘like wasted college students,”” or on the
hood, forming a narrow tunnel through
which the driver can see.

Some of these illegals have told the
Copings they already had jobs lined up in
places such as North Carolina, and curried
plane tickets out of Sky Harbor in Phoenix.

Cell phones revolutionized the smuggling
racket, allowing illegals to call ahead to ar-
range a pickup in the Ironwood, often elimi-
nating the longer walk to Eloy. Independent
walkers are gone now. ‘Everybody we see
now is somebody’s customer,’”’ says Bob.

The business has become sophisticated,
commercial and very dangerous. Cindy, 50, a
former engineer at Hughes, used to check
fences alone on horseback, but she quit,
afraid of what she might encounter. ‘‘Some-
times I'll be at the house alone, and 20
illegals will walk down the road,” she says.
“It’s intimidating. They sound like an army
marching.”

Bob says the number of load-outs in the
Ironwood increased last spring before and
after demonstrators took to the streets in
Tucson and elsewhere to demand a rewrite of
American law to accommodate illegal aliens
and their corporate partners. The atmos-
phere, including talk of amnesty, created an
explosion in traffic. In April, the Copings
counted eight load-outs in one day.

When the National Guard was sent to the
border, the free-for-all ended abruptly, if
briefly. ‘“We saw helicopters overhead, mili-
tary-type aircraft, and we didn’t a see a load-
out for two weeks,”” Bob says. ‘“The traffic
probably dropped 90 percent.”

But the numbers have risen again signifi-
cantly, and in recent e-mails, the Copings
have told me the big load-outs have returned
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with a vengeance. Cindy’s e-mails have the
tension and immediacy of dispatches written
from a war zone—because, in fact, she and
Bob live in one.

Last Thursday, three illegals were mur-
dered in the Ironwood. Cindy and Bob
learned of the trouble when a male illegal
came to their house, his thigh covered in
blood, evidently splatter from someone else’s
wound. In rapid Spanish, he repeated words
like, “Pow! Pow!” and ‘911" and ‘‘muerta’
and ‘“‘mujer,” while gesturing of blood pour-
ing from someone’s chest. Cindy grubbed her
medical kit, and she and Bob and this man
jumped into a pickup and raced to the scene.

Here is what she wrote next:

“I called 911 and attended to the woman,
who was shot in the shoulder with a bullet
wound coming out that soft spot at the bot-
tom of her throat. The 911 dispatcher was si-
multaneously responding to a similar call
from the Asarco Silverbell Mine, which is
about a 10-mile drive south. As soon as I
could see the woman was in stable condition.
I crossed the street and assessed the motion-
less man on the other side.

“I felt no pulse on his still-warm throat.
His eyes were closed. I grubbed his wrist, and
it cold. Then I saw the back of his head was
shot open. He was gone. There was no bleed-
ing at the scene, so I assume this shooting
took place earlier, and these four people
were unloaded.

“The woman, Sebastiana, whom I later
found out is 24 years old, began shivering in
the morning’s chill. I found no signs of con-
tinued bleeding. Her wound had been hur-
riedly dressed with someone’s cotton coat
stuffed up under her shirt. It was a gaping 2-
inch-wide gash between the two bullet holes,
but it had stopped bleeding. She was alert
and breathing, even able to talk. She had a
smaller wound to her abdomen. I elevated
her feet, and Bob made two trips back to the
house for wool blankets to keep her warm.

“A  younger (undocumented) woman,
Linda, at the scene had blood covering her
cheek and circling one eye. She indicated no
pain, so this was perhaps someone else’s
blood. She indicated that something had
grazed her face, possibly a bullet. In the
dark, it appeared she’d been punched in the
eye, but after it got light. I could see it was
just dried blood on her face. The first official
to arrive on scene was a Pima County deputy
who told us that someone had walked into
Asarco with four fingers shot off.”’

The e-mail goes on. It ends with Cindy and
Bob retreating to their house and locking
the gate, another case of Arizona citizens
sealing themselves off from the horrors this
invasion has brought to our state.

But heartrending encounters are not un-
usual in the Ironwood. In November, a man
in his mid-50s showed up at the Copings’ cor-
rals and said he’d been drinking his urine for
four days. Cindy made him macaroni and
cheese and watched him gobble it down. As
he ate, he broke down in retching sobs.

The man said he owned a small farm with
70 pigs in Colima, Mexico, and had seven sons
living in Phoenix. Breaking her rule of not
allowing strays to use the phone, Cindy al-
lowed him to call them to pick him up. He
waited and waited, but no one in his family
came for him.

That night, he slept in the bed of one of the
pickups. In the morning, he gave Cindy sev-
eral necklaces—depicting Jesus, the Virgin
of Guadalupe and other images—then left,
and Cindy isn’t sure in which direction he
went. She never called the Border Patrol to
pick him up.

“They usually don’t come if it’s one or two
strays,” she says. “‘But mostly I didn’t have
the heart. I couldn’t do it after all he’d been
through.”

Cindy figures she and Bob have made six
such ‘‘rescues’ over the years, She has no
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choice. “If I don’t help them, they’ll die,”
she says. “We’re 75 miles from the border, No
one gets here without walking, at least three
days, and it’s another 20-mile walk out.”

But living in the Ironwood presents other
tough choices.

In 1997, as a precaution, Cindy got shots to
immunize her from contact with hepatitis A.
At the time, she was working with Pima
County Search and Rescue, and that agency
recommended that its personnel get immu-
nized for the more worrisome, and poten-
tially fatal, hepatitis B. It is spread through
contact with the blood of an infected person,
and Cindy has had contact with bleeding
Third World people.

She hasn’t gotten the second shot yet. “‘If
I were taking the best care of myself. I'd get
the B shot, too,” says Cindy. “I probably
still will.”

It’s easy to understand her anxiety, and
her belief that she is on her own against this
invasion—because, in spite of what she calls
the dedicated Border Patrol agents on the
ground, Cindy knows that the American gov-
ernment has neither the will nor desire to
control this border.

The same year she got the shots, a Border
Patrol agent told Cindy that while traveling
in Guatemala, he walked by a travel agency
in Guatemala City and saw in its front win-
dow a map showing the 1,800-mile route to
the United States—with her little house in
the Ironwood as a landmark.

But Cindy just shrugged at that disturbing
news. After so many years of living on the
Amnesty Trail, she’s no longer capable of
surprise.

———

THE PASSING OF RINCON
CHAIRMAN VERNON WRIGHT

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 2008

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Rincon Band of Luiseno Indi-
ans Chairman Vernon Wright. Chairman
Wright passed away on Thursday, April 10,
2008, of liver cancer at the age of 53—far too
soon for a man that had so much left to give
to his tribe and community.

Born in San Diego, California to Vernon Hol-
lis Wright and Beverly Wright, Chairman
Wright was a lifelong resident of the area.
After graduating from San Diego High School
and Palomar College, he studied at the
Gemological Institute of America and operated
a jewelry shop in Escondido, California until
becoming politically active with the Rincon
tribe in the 1990s.

In 2006, he was elected chairman of the
650-member tribe, after serving as a council
member and vice-chairman for several years.
As chairman, he did a number of good things
for the tribe and surrounding community. He
worked hard over the years to heal internal
strife that dwelled within the tribe and helped
to mend disagreements with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs. He also brought the community
together through his leadership and helped to
usher in the tribe’s current economic success.

Not long before his passing, some tribal
members had begun calling him “Chief,” a title
that hadn’t been used on the reservation for
decades. This informal honor was appropriate
for Chairman Wright, because he worked tire-
lessly for the benefit of his tribe. Months be-
fore his passing, he devoted countless hours

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

and effort to helping tribal members recover
from the Poomcha Fire, which devastated the
Rincon reservation last year.

Chairman Wright was a good man, an hon-
orable man, who was taken from the world too
soon and with much left to accomplish. While
his passing is a tragedy, he truly touched the
lives of those around him, and the Rincon
Tribe has been left much better because of his
leadership and guidance. He will be remem-
bered and missed.

——————

CELEBRATING THE U.S.-KOREA
FRIENDSHIP AND ALLIANCE

HON. DIANE E. WATSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 2008

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, it has been
my privilege to represent California’s 33rd
Congressional District with the largest number
of Korean American constituents in the Nation.
The Korean Americans who live in my district
and other neighborhoods in Los Angeles—
and, for that matter, across the country—have
made incalculable contributions to American
life and society.

My purpose in mentioning the Korean Amer-
ican community—which now numbers more
than 2 million people nationwide—stems from
the arrival this week of President Lee Myung-
Bak of the Republic of Korea, who comes to
Washington to meet with President Bush, our
congressional leadership, senior government
officials, business executives, and Korean
American leaders. | wish to take this oppor-
tunity to welcome President Lee and wish him
well as he makes his first official overseas trip.

The United States and the Republic of
Korea have shared a long and successful alli-
ance. South Korea is a key partner in the Six-
Party Talks aimed at assuring that North
Korea does not develop and deploy nuclear
weapons that could create a strategic imbal-
ance in northeast Asia. The people of South
Korea know better than anyone what the con-
sequences of a nuclear-armed North Korea
could be.

South Korea and the United States have
also been political, diplomatic, and economic
partners since the founding of the alliance 125
years ago. While our two countries were
brought dramatically together through the Ko-
rean War, which ended in an armistice 55
years ago, we have worked together consist-
ently in a much less dramatic way since then.

For instance, South Korea and the United
States are close business partners with over
$80 billion in annual bilateral trade volume. In
fact, South Korea is the seventh largest trad-
ing partner of the United States. Goods and
services move between our two countries on
a daily basis.

The pending U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agree-
ment will not bring with it just economic bene-
fits, many of which were described in a recent
study released by the U.S. International Trade
Commission, but also positive geopolitical and
geostrategic consequences.

Approving the U.S.-Korea Free Trade
Agreement will strengthen our relationship with
one of our most important and indispensable
allies in Asia and give the United States a per-
manent economic foothold in the most dy-
namic and fastest growing region in the world.
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This agreement will also provide a counter-
balance to China’s emergence as a dominant
market player in that region and worldwide.

The Free Trade Agreement will complement
the likely admission of the Republic of Korea
into the Visa Waiver Program, making it easier
for Korean travelers to visit the United States
as tourists or as students, or for business or
family purposes. | can attest that many of my
constituents are looking forward eagerly to Ko-
rea’s inclusion in the Visa Waiver Program,
which will bring with it many economic benefits
aside from—and in addition to—those benefits
that will accrue from the U.S.-Korea Free
Trade Agreement.

Madam Speaker, | have just barely touched
on the many important issues that will be dis-
cussed this week while President Lee is in
Washington. The South Korean President’s
visit gives us a special reason to address
these topics, but it does not mean that the
conversation will end when he returns home.
| know from experience that my colleagues on
the Foreign Affairs Committee’s Subcommittee
on Asia, the Pacific, and the Global Environ-
ment will be exploring these issues in depth in
the weeks and months to come.

We welcome the opportunity to hear directly
from President Lee his own views and the
views of his government on these matters that
affect both South Korea and the United
States.

——
RELATING TO THE CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 5724, UNITED

STATES-COLOMBIA TRADE PRO-
MOTION AGREEMENT IMPLEMEN-
TATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2008

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, last week’s
unprecedented vote to change the rules and
delay considering the Colombia Free Trade
Agreement was one of the most disappointing
moments | have had as a Member of the
House of Representatives.

| was disappointed that the Majority would
so blatantly play election-year politics and
cater to special interests at the expense of
good economic policy.

| was disappointed that my Democratic col-
leagues in Washington State—the most trade-
dependent State in the Nation—rejected my
call for a united delegation effort to bring the
FTA to the floor, and instead followed the
Speaker at the expense of our region’s needs.
With our economy lagging, and in light of how
important this agreement is to large employers
in our State like Boeing and Microsoft, | can-
not understand the thinking behind their posi-
tion.

But more than anything, | was disappointed
that the House was denied the opportunity to
consider a trade measure of critical impor-
tance to our economy and to our workers.

| traveled to Colombia two weeks ago to
see firsthand the progress the country is mak-
ing, and it is remarkable. | met with union
members who support and union members
who oppose it. And let me say a word about
that: The unions who oppose the FTA rep-
resent workers who are unaffected by it. The
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