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including civic, social, economic, military, and
cultural life. I am glad to see that Temple
Israel Lawrence has played a large role in that
extensive Jewish American history.

Once again, | wish to extend my sincerest
congratulations and warm wishes to Temple
Israel of Lawrence on its 100th anniversary
and look forward to another successful 100
years.

—————

POLAR BEAR PROTECTION

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2008

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, | rise to show
my dismay that it has been 3 months since
the Department of Interior's Fish and Wildlife
Service, FWS, missed an important deadline
to determine whether they would give the
polar bear protections under the Endangered
Species Act.

Naysayers argue that the polar bear popu-
lation is not at risk, but the studies show that
an estimated 20,000 to 25,000 polar bears
worldwide are threatened with “losing their
habitat over the next 50 years” because of
global warming and melting sea ice.

The U.S. Geological Survey, USGS, pre-
dicts that without action, “11 of the 19 sub-
populations will be extinct by the middle of this
century, with an additional three subpopula-
tions vanishing shortly thereafter.”

That same USGS study showed that Arctic
melting is occurring faster than any scientific
models have previously predicted.

Incredibly, at the same time we are seeing
these sobering scientific reports, the Depart-
ment of Interior has moved forward with leas-
ing oil and gas exploration rights for almost 30
million acres of the Polar Bear Seas. Just off
the northwest coast of Alaska, this environ-
mentally sensitive area is home to about
16,000 polar bears.

This is not the time for drilling in prime polar
bear habitat. It is the time for protecting polar
bears and their habitat under the Endangered
Species Act. FWS should act today to list the
polar bear as a threatened, or even an endan-
gered, species.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2008

Mr. McDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, on
April 8, 2008, | was inadvertently delayed and
unable to vote. Had | been present | would
have voted “aye” on the following: rollcall No.
161 on passage of H.J. Res. 70, congratu-
lating the Army Reserve on its centennial; roll-
call No. 162 on passage of H.R. 2464, the
Wakefield Act; and rollcall No. 163 on final
passage of S. 793, the Traumatic Brain Injury
Reauthorization Act.
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CALLING ON THE GOVERNMENT
OF CHINA TO END ITS CRACK-
DOWN IN TIBET

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 2008

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, | rise to
urge my colleagues to support H. Res. 1077
and to speak about the alarming human rights
situation in Tibet and the People’s Republic of
China.

In recent weeks, we have seen citizens of
the world rising up against the Chinese Gov-
ernment’s crackdown in Tibet and requesting
that the communist regime end human rights
abuses. The crackdown by the Chinese Gov-
ernment resulted in more than 100 deaths of
Tibetans and the detention of thousands more.
The Chinese government has also impeded
the access of international journalists to Ti-
betan areas of China. It is time for this body
to stand with these protests and act to protect
Tibetans and Chinese citizens from further vio-
lence.

Despite the upcoming 2008 Olympic Games
in Beijing, the Government's human rights
record remains poor. Tibetans are not the only
victims of China’s human rights abuses. We
must not forget the persecution of Christians,
Uyghur Muslims, Falun Gong, democracy ad-
vocates, AIDS victims, journalists, and lawyers
in China. There have been numerous abuses
in China tied to the upcoming Olympic Games,
including media and Internet censorship, sen-
tences on charges of state subversion of gov-
ernment critics and forced evictions. Human
rights advocates are being imprisoned for criti-
cizing the Government’s human rights record.

The Chinese Government wants to use the
2008 Summer Olympic Games to showcase
the progress their country has made. It is my
hope that the Chinese Government will take
immediate and substantial strides to resolve
the situation in Tibet and to address domestic
human rights issues in China. Until that time,
the voices of this Congress and the world
should continue to apply pressure on the Chi-
nese Government. The Summer Olympic
Games offer the international community the
opportunity to speak up against ongoing
abuses in China.

Human rights should be our first priority and
our first requirement when we engage with
countries. It is our duty to use our economic
and diplomatic leverage to make sure that fun-
damental rights are protected in the world.

| urge my colleagues in Congress to support
H. Res. 1077, which calls on the Government
of the People’s Republic of China to end its
crackdown in Tibet and to engage in dialogue
with the Dalai Lama. The Dalai Lama’s move-
ment is not radical, and it is not violent. It is
time for the Chinese to end their brutal treat-
ment of the Tibetan people. It is time for the
Tibetan people to experience the inalienable
freedoms and human rights that all free peo-
ples should enjoy. Again, | urge my colleagues
to support H. Res. 1077.
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HONORING KYLE CONNOR COOPER

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2008

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Kyle Cooper Connor of
Kansas City, Missouri. Kyle is a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1155, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Kyle has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Kyle has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Kyle Cooper Connor for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———————

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
COACH BRENT FICKES FOR
COACHING THE NEWARK HIGH
SCHOOL BOYS’ BASKETBALL
TEAM TO WINNING THE BOYS’
DIVISION I STATE BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Coach Brent Fickes showed hard
work and dedication to the sport of basketball;
and

Whereas, Brent Fickes was a leader and
mentor for the Newark High School Boys’ Bas-
ketball Team; and

Whereas, Coach Fickes has been a role
model for sportsmanship on and off of the
court; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Coach Brent Fickes for
leading the Newark High School Boys’ Basket-
ball Team to winning the Boys’ Division | State
Basketball Championship. We recognize the
tremendous hard work and leadership he has
demonstrated during the 2007-2008 basket-
ball season.

———

HONORING THE TENURE OF DR.
EMILIO T. GONZALEZ AT UNITED
STATES CITIZENSHIP AND IMMI-
GRATION SERVICES

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2008

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity and spot-
light the extraordinary leadership Dr. Emilio T.
Gonzalez demonstrated while Director of
United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services, USCIS.
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Since his confirmation in late 2005, Director
Gonzalez managed an organization of more
than 17,000 Federal and contract employees
responsible for the accurate, efficient, and se-
cure processing of immigration applications.

During his tenure, USCIS underwent a pe-
riod of unprecedented growth, revitalization,
and expansion. The agency sharpened its
fraud detection and national security efforts
through the creation of the National Security
and Records Verification Directorate and the
deployment of Fraud Detection National Secu-
rity officers to USCIS offices. The Nation’s sig-
nature employment authorization program, E-
Verify, grew to include 55,000 employer par-
ticipants and has verified the work status of
more than 3 million new employees. An ambi-
tious facilities revitalization program was initi-
ated by Director Gonzalez, with the goal to
renovate or replace nearly 40 USCIS facilities
over 3 years.

Director Gonzalez is a shining example of
the contributions and excellence that the His-
panic community has brought, and will con-
tinue to bring, to the service of our great Na-
tion.

Our grateful Nation is proud of his service,
and | wish him the best in all his future en-
deavors. We will surely miss him dearly.

———

ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATAAN
DEATH MARCH

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2008

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, today, we mark the anniversary of one of
the darkest moments in American history.

For the thousands of soldiers who were sur-
rendered to enemy forces on April 9, 1942,
the years that have passed since have been
filled with memories of what occurred that day
and in the hundreds of days that followed.
Starvation. Torture. Forced work. Captivity.
Death.

But in the 66 years since, the events at Ba-
taan have conjured other memories for the
rest of us. Bravery. Sacrifice. And an unbreak-
able demonstration of courage.

“The Battling Bastards of Bataan,” they
were christened by Frank Hewlett, one of the
last journalists to report on the troops before
they were surrendered. For 4 months they
fought, battling daily against the enemy,
against illness, and against time. And when
there was no fight left, when the time for sur-
render was upon them, they were alone. Nei-
ther planes in the skies nor boats in the sea
appeared, ready to give the boost of firepower
that would turn the tides. Instead, the men at
Bataan laid down their weapons and walked
into a hell that would last over 3 years.

In TIME magazine, the surrender at Bataan
was reported under the headline, Death of an
American lllusion. “These U.S. soldiers had
stumbled ragged, sleepless and half-starved
through the last days of the most humiliating
defeat in U.S. history,” wrote the cor-
respondent. “In no previous battle had so
many U.S. fighting men gone down before a
foreign enemy, and seldom had any beaten
U.S. soldiers been in such pitiable condition—
believing until the last hour of destruction that
their country could and surely would send
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them aid. The U.S. had known the end was
near. But it had not, could not, beforehand,
taste the taste and smell the smell of crushing
defeat.”

For those of us from New Mexico, the
events at Bataan strike home particularly hard
because of the involvement of the 200th and
515th regiments. These New Mexico National
Guardsmen came from all parts of the State
and from all walks of life. On the 12 columns
here we see their names and we lament at the
sheer number who shipped overseas and
never returned. They came to serve and they
gave the ultimate sacrifice in defense of their
country.

We also must take note at the number of
Hispanic soldiers who served, fought, and
died. Their service during a time of discrimina-
tion, both in the military and in the public,
poignantly epitomizes the struggle they faced
in being treated with equality, with respect,
and with dignity. For those who remained un-
equivocally devoted to their Nation even while
being treated as second-class citizens, we sa-
lute you and promise that we will not forget
your service.

As a token of our remembrance, earlier this
year | introduced legislation that would award
the Bataan prisoners of war with the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. This award, long past due,
would be a fitting tribute and would forever
signify the thanks of our Nation to the soldiers
who served with honor and with courage.

Sadly, we are no longer graced with the
presence of many of the original heroes who
struggled and survived the ordeals of Bataan.
The ravages of captivity and the passage of
time have taken many of them from us and we
are now left with their story and with their
memory. Future generations of Americans will
hear the story of Bataan second-hand, never
able to meet a soldier who still bears the scars
of torture or who still remembers the joy of lib-
eration and returning home. For now, how-
ever, with those who are still here and who
can still tell their story, we must grant them
the widest forum and the most amplified voice
to ensure that this tale of courage, this legend
of the Battling Bastards of Bataan, is shared
as far and wide as possible. We cannot, we
must not, forget what happened at Bataan and
our actions of honoring these soldiers will
never meet the great sacrifice they gave on
the battlefield so many years ago.

To those who suffered and who never re-
turned, we honor your memory.

To those who have since passed, we re-
member your story.

And to those with us today, we praise your
courage and give you our thanks.

RECOGNIZING THE 120TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TWIN OAKS ES-
TATE

HON. CONNIE MACK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2008

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
express my strong support for our friends in
Taiwan as they celebrate the 120th anniver-
sary of the Twin Oaks estate here in Wash-
ington, DC.

Twin Oaks estate was built in 1888 by Gar-
diner Greene Hubbard, the founder of the Na-
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tional Geographic Society. This beautiful home
was built as a summer residence for his fam-
ily. Mr. Hubbard had two daughters, Grace
and Mabel. Mabel later lived at Twin Oaks
with her husband, Alexander Graham Bell.

Years later, Grace inherited the property. In
1937, she rented the property to the Republic
of China’s Government to serve as the am-
bassador’s residence. A decade later, the Re-
public of China purchased the property and it
served as the official residence of each suc-
cessive Republic of China ambassador.

After extensive renovation that brought it
back to its original elegance in the early
1980s, Twin Oaks was recognized and named
as a national historic site in Washington, DC.
Over the past two decades many functions
have been held at Twin Oaks and today the
estate continues to stand proudly as a symbol
of the strong friendship between the United
States and Taiwan.

Madam Speaker, the people of Taiwan live
in a vibrant democracy and, as such, Taiwan
has become a beacon of freedom and an en-
gine of prosperity in the Pacific region. As we
celebrate Twin Oaks’ long and vibrant history,
we are reminded of our strong ties, abiding
mutual relations, and deep friendship with Tai-
wan.

————

CYTOLOGY PROFICIENCY
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 2008

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of The Cytology Proficiency Im-
provement Act, H.R. 1237, which would mod-
ernize and improve a Federal program aimed
at promoting quality cervical cancer screening.
Pathologists are already required by Federal
law under the Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Amendments of 1988, CLIA, to comply with
extensive quality assurance standards for Pap
tests. The bill would complement CLIA by es-
tablishing a Federal continuing medical edu-
cation, CME, requirement for pathologists and
laboratory professionals who examine Pap
tests to screen for cervical cancer.

| have been a long-time advocate of medical
technology and education advancements. Ear-
lier this year, | had the opportunity to tour the
Pathology Lab at St. Francis Hospital in Wil-
mington, DE to get a first hand look at the
practice and techniques used in Delaware.
During the tour, the doctors and medical staff
highlighted the need for H.R. 1237.

Regular screening can make all the dif-
ference in addressing cervical cancer and
early detection can save lives. Women need
access to the latest in Pap test science, prin-
ciples of patient safety and technological ad-
vances such as computer-assisted screening,
digital imaging, and HPV typing. Over the
years, this educational requirement will also
accommodate advances in science and tech-
nology without going through the long process
of making changes in regulation.

| urge my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to support passage of The Cytology Pro-
ficiency Improvement Act, H.R. 1237.
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