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school at St. Paul AME Church in
Blountstown, Florida since there were no other
school systems available to Black children
there. She first started doing poetry as a child
when she noticed that the other children were
not doing well with their Easter speech. She
prayed to God to give her the power to help
them, so she memorized all their speeches so
that if they forgot a word she would be able
to tell them. This was the beginning of a call-
ing that has expanded for most her life. Her
first poem she recited was “I'm Methodist bred
and Methodist born, and when | die I'll be
Methodist gone.” As she learned poems she
would mix other things in them to give them
more flare. She moved to Pensacola when
she was a teen to work and help out at home,
but had to return to help take care of her sib-
lings when her mother died.

In 1925 she married Reverend Samuel
Wynn and had four children, one son, Samuel
Jr. (deceased), and three daughters, Mary
Catherine, Annie Laura, and Jimmie Ola. She
lived in different places because her husband
was a minister and settled down in
Blountstown where she has lived in the same
house for more than 70 years. In her younger
days she made and sold jewelry as well as
working in the lunch room at Mayhaw School.
She was a den mother for FHA and made the
basketball uniforms for the first girl's team at
Mayhaw. She was elected as queen of St.
Paul AME Church and won the talent competi-
tion in the Golden Girls contest held in
Blountstown.

She worked for almost 40 years for the
Hollinger family where she was forced to retire
after out-living her employers. She was in her
80s at the time of her retirement. She also
took in laundry and was a seamstress as well.

Mrs. Wynn is best known for her poetry and
recitations, which she has performed along the
eastern seaboard, including New York, and in
Bermuda. She is now a great-great grand-
mother and still continues to delight audiences
with her recitations and her quick wit and en-
tertaining personality. | am privileged to honor
the life of this centenarian and life long Flo-
ridian. Happy Birthday Mrs. Wynn and best
wishes.
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Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
along with my colleagues from California, Con-
gressman DENNIS CARDOzA, Congressman
GEORGE RADANOVICH, and Congressman
DEVIN NUNES to pay tribute to the life of Leo
Kolligian of Fresno, California, who recently
passed away at 90 years of age. Mr. Kolligian
was an ambitious man who made lasting,
positive impacts on California’s Central Valley.
He leaves behind a loving family including his
wife June, his son Lee Jay, a daughter-in-law
Maria and his three grandchildren Tyler, Kyle,
and Kate.

Leo was born in Fresno in August of 1917.
After graduating from Fresno State, Leo spent
time in Berkeley’s Boalt Hall School of Law in
order to obtain his Juris Doctorate. Leo soon
began serving as the United States Deputy At-
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torney General in Sacramento, before ven-
turing into the development industry through-
out Fresno, Merced, and Madera counties
where his impressive work is still appreciated
today. In 1985, Leo was appointed to the Uni-
versity of California Board of Regents by the
Governor of California. Leo was then elected
Chairman of the Board, wherein he was a
driving force in the establishment of the Uni-
versity of California, Merced—the Valley’s only
UC campus.

While achieving numerous successes and
accolades for his service, Leo still found time
to dedicate to the Boalt Hall Law School
Board of Trustees, the American Cancer Soci-
ety, the Saint Agnes Medical Center Board of
Trustees, and the Fresno Metropolitan Mu-
seum. Leo earned a reputation as a pas-
sionate advocate for education and a sup-
porter of many worthwhile charitable organiza-
tions. The legacy of his support for education
is forever preserved on the University of Cali-
fornia Merced campus with the establishment
of the Leo S. Kolligian Library. Despite his
many contributions and accomplishments, Leo
remained a humble, grateful man who never
forgot the values for which he stood—hard
work, honesty and integrity.

It goes without saying that Leo Kolligian had
a strong positive influence on the region. His
lifelong commitment to the betterment of the
entire San Joaquin Valley will forever live in
the lives of the people he so graciously
touched. We are honored and humbled to join
his family in celebrating the life of this amaz-
ing man who will never be forgotten.

—
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Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, homeschooling
has been a major part of this Nation’s history
since its founding. In fact, when the Constitu-
tion was written nearly everyone was
homeschooled. Many of our country’s greatest
leaders received quality education at home in-
cluding: George Washington, Thomas “Stone-
wall” Jackson, General George S. Patton,
Abraham Lincoln, Benjamin Franklin, John
Quincy Adams, Patrick Henry, James Madi-
son, Davy Crockett, and General Douglas
MacArthur.

From 1620 until the mid-1800s, most par-
ents in America taught their children to read at
home. Students would then attend university
systems that were operated by religious lead-
ers. Education was voluntary and yet literacy
rates in colonial America were significantly
higher than they are today.

Across the United States today more than
2.1 million children are homeschooled. Studies
have confirmed that children who are edu-
cated at home consistently score higher on
achievement tests and college entrance
exams than non-homeschooled children.
These graduates then go on to act as respon-
sible parents and citizens in the workplace
and the home.

Now judges on the California appellate
court, want to overturn not only hundreds of
years of tradition, but the United States Con-
stitution by denying parents their constitu-
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tionally protected right to homeschool their
children. According to the California court, par-
ents who homeschool their children ought to
be fined or sent to jail.

Who do these judges think they are?

Apparently, they don’'t believe they have a
responsibility to uphold the Constitution of the
United States. If they did they would have
known that the Supreme Court has already
addressed the fundamental and constitutional
rights of parents to direct the upbringing and
education of their children and they have
found in favor of parents.

In Wisconsin v. Yoder, decided in 1972, the
Supreme Court issued a ruling in favor of
Amish parents who wanted to remove their
children from public school after the 8th grade
because it violated their religious beliefs. The
Court held that the compulsory attendance law
unduly burdened the free exercise clause in
the First Amendment of the Constitution.

In Pierce v. Society of Sisters, decided in
1925, the Supreme Court invalidated legisla-
tion that required parents to send their chil-
dren to public schools. The Court found that
the law unreasonably interfered with the liberty
of parents and guardians to direct the upbring-
ing and education of their children.

Again in Meyer v. State of Nebraska, de-
cided in 1923, the Supreme Court struck down
a law that prohibited parents from letting their
children learn a foreign language before the
8th grade. The Court held that the liberty guar-
anteed in the 14th Amendment protected the
rights of parents to control the education of
their own children.

In accordance with the Constitution, Su-
preme Court case law clearly supports the
fundamental right of parents to direct the up-
bringing and education of their children.

It's about time for the judges out in Cali-
fornia to pick up the U.S. Constitution, look at
Supreme Court case precedent, and issue a
new ruling that is consistent with the freedoms
this country was founded on.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
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Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to note an important event in the
Third Congressional District of Kansas. On
April 28, 2008, the Volunteer Center of John-
son County in Overland Park, KS, will honor
outstanding youth volunteers. Eighty young
people have been nominated by school per-
sonnel and nonprofit organizations for their
dedication and service to the community.
Youth volunteerism continues to grow and be
a strong force in Johnson County. These 104
young people exemplify the true meaning of
volunteerism and giving back to their commu-
nity. It is my honor to recognize each student
volunteer and their schools by listing them in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Ben Ackerman, Blue Valley North,
Leawood; Molly Allison-Gallimore,
Home School, Spring Hill; Miriah An-
derson, Olathe Northwest, Olathe; Syd-
ney Ayers, Barstow, Leawood; Amir
Bachelani, Olathe Northwest, Olathe;
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Elizabeth Baldwin, Blue Valley High

School, Stilwell; Leah Barber,
Westridge Middle School, Shawnee
Mission; Derek Bradshaw, Frontier

Trail Jr. High, Olathe; Kristina Bu-
chanan, Shawnee Mission Northwest,
Shawnee Mission; Alexx Burnside,
Prairie Trail Jr. High, Olathe.

Julie Bywater, Pleasant Ridge Middle
School, Olathe; Sally Carmichael,
Shawnee Mission West, Lenexa; Jas-
mine Carr, Westridge Middle School,
Lenexa; Kristy Carter, Olathe North,
Olathe; Abigail Cattron, Notre Dame
de Sion, Leawood; Carter Clause,
Rockhurst, Leawood; Bryce Cooke,
Olathe South, Olathe; Bradley Cooper,
Olathe Northwest, Lenexa; Daniel Coo-
per, Olathe Northwest, Lenexa; Daniel
Cooper, Olathe Northwest, Lenexa.

Steven Cooper, Olathe Northwest,
Lenexa; Jacob Doles, Prairie Trail Jr.
High, Olathe; Kathryn Duroe, Olathe
Northwest, Olathe; Allison Ens, Prairie
Trail Jr. High, Olathe; Rindy Fairchild,
Midland Adventist Academy, Shawnee;
Amber Fedor, Olathe Northwest,
Lenexa; Emily Ann Ferbezar, Shawnee
Mission Northwest, Shawnee Mission;
Stephen Fowler, Shawnee Mission
East, Shawnee Mission; Evan Gage,
Blue Valley Northwest, Overland Park;
Christy Garren, Westridge Middle
School, Overland Park.

Jennifer Garren, Shawnee Mission West,
Overland Park; Kevin Garrett, Shaw-
nee Mission West, Lenexa; Michael
Garrett, Shawnee Mission  West,
Lenexa; Finley Gates, Shawnee Mission
BEast, Fairway; Victoria Gaughan,
Olathe South, Olathe; Enaam Gettino,
Shawnee Mission West, Shawnee Mis-
sion; Caroline Godfrey, Blue Valley
North, Leawood; Jenna Gottschalk,
Shawnee Mission West, Shawnee Mis-
sion; Jonathan Gregory, Maranatha
Academy, Lenexa.

Lauren Gregory, Home School, Lenexa;
Cameron Gunter, Chisholm Trail Jr.
High, Olathe; Eileen Hail, Blue Valley
West, Olathe; Stephanie Haynes,
Olathe South, Olathe; Vienesse Homan,
Prairie Trail Jr. High, Olathe; Lauren
Hoobler, Olathe North, Olathe; Tyler
Howard, Prairie Trail Jr. High, Olathe;
Lisa Imgrund, Shawnee Mission North-
west, Shawnee Mission; Katie Kelter,
Prairie Trail Jr. High, Olathe; Chris
Kennedy, Prairie Trail Jr. High,
Lenexa.

Jadhken Kerr, Olathe South, Olathe; Ni-
cole Knapp, Shawnee Mission West,
Shawnee Mission; Rachel Knapp,
Westridge Middle School, Shawnee
Mission; J. Paul Knightly, Olathe
Northwest, Olathe; Laura Knowles,
Shawnee Mission West, Overland Park;
Allison Kohn, Blue Valley High School,
Overland Park; Connor Lambert, Prai-
rie Trail Jr. High, Lenexa; Angela Lee,
Prairie Trail Jr. High, Olathe; Garrett
Leiker, Prairie Trail Jr. High, Lenexa.

Terrell Mace, Shawnee Mission North-
west, Shawnee; Ciara Malone, Shawnee
Mission Northwest, Shawnee; Kathryn

Martin, Westridge Middle School,
Shawnee Mission; Annie McBee, Shaw-
nee Mission East, Leawood; Caleb
McKay, Westridge Middle School,

Shawnee Mission; Molly Miller, Olathe
South, Olathe; Ashley Murry, St.
Thomas Aquinas, Olathe; Paige
Nawalany, Shawnee Mission North-
west, Shawnee Mission; Jack Nelson,
Prairie Trail Jr. High, Olathe; Derek
O’Grady, Shawnee Mission East, Prai-
rie Village; Addie Orpin, Bishop Miege,
Roeland Park.
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Nisha Patel, Prairie Trail Jr. High,
Olathe; Kristine Plankers, Olathe
South, Olathe; Justin Pohl, Blue Val-
ley Northwest, Overland Park; Ryan
Pohl, Oxford Middle School, Overland
Park; Lindsey Pollock, Prairie Trail
Jr. High, Olathe; Justin Prelogar, Blue
Valley High School, Overland Park;
Jamie Purcell, Prairie Trail Jr. High,
Olathe; Rebecca Queen, Pembroke Hill,
Shawnee Mission.

Kristen Ramsdale, Prairie Trail Jr. High,
Olathe; Kelly Regan, Blue Valley West,
Overland Park; Rebecca Renteria,
Santa Fe Trail Jr. High, Olathe; Bryce
Reynolds, Olathe Northwest, Olathe;
Cassie Rhodes, Spring Hill High
School, Spring Hill; Rachael Riedel,
Westridge Middle School, Shawnee
Mission; Peter Rogers, Olathe North,
Olathe; Laura Lynn Schneller, Bishop
Miege, Shawnee; Justin Scott, Shaw-
nee Mission West, Shawnee Mission;
Hannah See, Home School, Merriam;
Ryan Shelton, Shawnee Mission North-
west, Shawnee.

Cassie Slocum, Shawnee Mission North-
west, Shawnee Mission; Megan Smith,
Westridge Middle School, Lenexa; Jen-
nifer Sommerfeld, Shawnee Mission
Northwest, Shawnee Mission; Joe
Stack, Prairie Trail Jr. High, Lenexa;
Jessica Storm, Shawnee Mission West,
Overland Park; Rebeka Stowe, Olathe
Northwest, Olathe; Maggie Stubbs,
Olathe North, Olathe; Anna Sturman,
Olathe South, Olathe.

Michelle Sudac, Mill Valley, Shawnee;
Marissa Titus, Shawnee Mission East,
Prairie Village; Cody Tousey, Olathe
South, Olathe; Ashley Vaughan, Olathe
Northwest, Olathe; Monica Vezendan,
Olathe South, Olathe; Sarah Wacker,
Home School, Merriam; Austin Walter,
Bishop Miege, Shawnee; Russell Wal-

ter, Bishop Miege, Shawnee; Matt
Wedel, Blue Valley West, Overland
Park.

———
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Luis Larios
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. Luis
Larios is a senior at Arvada High School and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Luis Larios
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential that students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic that will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Luis Larios for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
Award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication he has shown in his high
school career to his college career and future
accomplishments.
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COMMENDING JOSEPH P. ANDER-
SON ON HIS RETIREMENT FOR A
LIFETIME OF COMMITMENT TO
PUBLIC SERVICE
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Thursday, April 3, 2008

Mr. PASTOR. Madam Speaker, | rise before
you today to recognize the success of a man
from my home state of Arizona—Joseph P.
Anderson—who is retiring after devoting his
professional life to helping our state’s less for-
tunate and most vulnerable people.

Joe is a third-generation Arizonan raised in
Prescott. His father, Novian Anderson, was an
Army major and then an Arizona Department
of Economic Security employee. His mother,
Martha Anderson, was a school teacher. He
credits these two hard working individuals with
instilling in him a strong work ethic and sense
of community. Those solid roots, which in-
cluded a strong religious upbringing, gave him
a base for everything he needed to know
about life—work hard, live by the Golden Rule,
be loyal to your friends, and never forget to
give back to the community that nurtured you.

After graduating from Arizona State Univer-
sity, Joe embarked on a 17-year career with
the Arizona State Government. While working
for the Arizona Department of Administration,
Joe’s superb organizational and analytical
skills were recognized by Governor Bruce
Babbitt, who had the wisdom to couple them
with the talents of Dr. Donald F. Schaller in a
bold move to address the state’s failing Med-
icaid system. Together, they rebuilt Arizona’s
pioneering health plan for the poor and cre-
ated a successful new prototype of managed
care that cut costs while providing high quality
health care. It proved to be so effective, it has
been emulated in whole or in part by most
other states.

In 1986, Joe and “Doc” formed a partner-
ship with P.J. Davis and started the consulting
firm of Schaller Anderson. Working as a team,
they established an acclaimed long-term care
program and developed managed health plans
for low income persons in seven states, while
also working on Medicaid programs in two
other states. Schaller Anderson became such
a success that it was purchased by Aetna to
serve as its Medicaid arm with Joe remaining
as chairman of the Schaller Anderson Board.

Staying loyal to his parents’ values, Joe al-
ways made time for worthy causes. Never one
to scrimp on donating time, energy and
money, he also encouraged his employees to
contribute to charitable causes as well. His ef-
forts were instrumental to the good work done
by such groups as the Central Arizona Shelter
Services, the Cesar Chavez School, a City of
Phoenix smoke alarm distribution program that
aided low-income households, and the Mon-
signor Edward J. Ryle Fund. Not surprisingly,
these tireless efforts resulted in his being
awarded with a number of prestigious com-
mendations citing his service and leadership.

Clearly, Joe’s indomitable belief in the im-
portance of giving and participating has served
both him and the State of Arizona very well.
So, even in retirement, we expect Joe will
continue to be guided by the strong sense of
responsibility he gained from his parents and
we look forward to his remaining active in
making Arizona a better place to live for those
in need.
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