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flew the largest war aircraft of that time.
During those three years Mr. McKinney and
his squadron successfully completed over 50
bombing missions. This was a major help in
the winning of World War II, but if you ask
me his real accomplishment was joining the
armed forces in time of war and coming
home alive against all the odds.

Interviewing Mr. McKinney has flipped my
view on things inside and out. He is a re-
markable man with many life lessons to
teach. I have learned several. For example,
he had no selfishness. Even though life was
going great for him, he looked at it as his pa-
triotic duty to leave all of it behind and go
fight for his country. Because of this, I now
have even more respect and admiration for
all of those men and women who have served
in the past or are currently in the service.

“And so, my fellow Americans, ask not
what your country can do for you—ask what
you can do for your country.” John F. Ken-
nedy—Corbin Dowell Ringley

My name is James Garrett Tollette and I
interviewed Captain Ralph Peter ‘‘Pete”
Langenfeld on January 26, 2008. Pete enlisted
with the Air Force in the summer of 1942 and
saw active duty in January 1943 as a 2d lieu-
tenant. Pete was assigned to the 785th Bom-
bardment Squadron of the 466th Bombard-
ment Group of the 8th Air Division stationed
in England as a bombardier for a B-24 Lib-
erator. His last day of service was on Decem-
ber 19, 1945. For two years, Pete also flew B-
29 Bombers during the Korean War. He held
the rank of Captain when he was discharged
on April 14, 1951.

On August 24, 2006 he received the Distin-
guished Flying Cross with valor for his her-
oism on January 2, 1945. On his 31st combat
mission over Remagen, Germany, one of the
live 2,000-pound bombs on his B-24 Liberator
did not release. Pete removed his parachute
and oxygen mask so he could move to the
open bomb bay and manually release the
weapon. Interviewing Captain Langenfeld
has been an incredible experience. To listen
to the thrill and patriotism in his voice is
contagious. It makes one realize how impor-
tant history is and we do not want to lose
these experiences.—Garrett Tollette

———

SUNSET MEMORIAL
HON. TRENT FRANKS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2008

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this body with yet an-
other Sunset Memorial.

It is April 2, 2008, in the land of the free and
the home of the brave, and before the sun set
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on
demand—ijust today. That is more than the
number of innocent American lives that were
lost on September 11th, only it happens every
day.

It has now been exactly 12,854 days since
the travesty called Roe v. Wade was handed
down. Since then, the very foundation of this
Nation has been stained by the blood of al-
most 50 million of our own children.

Some of them, Madam Speaker, cried and
screamed as they died, but because it was
amniotic fluid passing over their vocal cords
instead of air, we couldn’t hear them.

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon.

They were each just little babies who had
done nothing wrong to anyone. Each one of
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them died a nameless and lonely death. And
each of their mothers, whether she realizes it
immediately or not, will never be the same.
And all the gifts that these children might have
brought to humanity are now lost forever.

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy,
this generation clings to a blind, invincible ig-
norance while history repeats itself and our
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims to date, those yet
unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it is important for
those of us in this Chamber to remind our-
selves again of why we are really all here.

Thomas Jefferson said, “The care of human
life and its happiness and not its destruction is
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.”

The phrase in the 14th amendment capsul-
izes our entire Constitution. It says: “No state
shall deprive any person of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of law.” Mr. Speaker,
protecting the lives of our innocent citizens
and their constitutional rights is why we are all
here. It is our sworn oath.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
that clarion Declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core self-evident truth. It has made us
the beacon of hope for the entire world. It is
who we are.

And yet Madam Speaker, another day has
passed, and we in this body have failed again
to honor that foundational commitment. We
failed our sworn oath and our God-given re-
sponsibility as we broke faith with nearly 4,000
more innocent American babies who died
today without the protection that we should
have given them.

Madam Speaker, let me conclude in the
hope that perhaps someone new who heard
this sunset memorial tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit-
tle babies, that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express, and that 12,854 days
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that the America
that rejected human slavery and marched into
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust, is still
courageous and compassionate enough to
find a better way for mothers and their babies
than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each
remind ourselves that our own days in this
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all
too soon each of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of the innocent unborn. May that be the
day we find the humanity, the courage, and
the will to embrace together our human and
our constitutional duty to protect the least of
these, our tiny American brothers and sisters,
from this murderous scourge upon our Nation
called abortion on demand.

It is April 2, 2008—12,854 days since Roe
v. Wade first stained the foundation of this na-
tion with the blood of its own children—this, in
the land of free and the home of the brave.

April 2, 2008
BROOKE KING

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2008

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Brooke King
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Brooke King is a student at Moore Middle
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Brooke
King is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education
and develop a work ethic that will guide them
for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Brooke King for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character to all her future
accomplishments.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
MYKEILA MAST FOR WINNING
THE GIRLS’ DIVISION IV STATE
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Mykeila Mast showed hard work
and dedication to the sport of basketball; and

Whereas, Mykeila Mast was a supportive
team player; and

Whereas, Mykeila Mast always displayed
sportsmanship on and off of the court; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That along with her friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, | congratulate Mykeila Mast on
winning the Girls’ Division IV State Basketball
Championship. We recognize the tremendous
hard work and sportsmanship she has dem-
onstrated during the 2007-2008 basketball
season.

HONORING TAYLOR HALL

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2008

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Taylor Hall, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 374, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Taylor has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
many years Taylor has been involved with
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.




April 2, 2008

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Taylor Hall for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

—

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CLAUDE G.
PERKINS

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2008

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Claude G. Perkins for his long and
distinguished career in teaching, program de-
velopment, and educational leadership, and
commend him on having a school named after
him within the Clark County School District in
his honor.

Claude is a graduate of Mississippi Valley
State University, where he received his bach-
elor of arts in political science. He also earned
a master’s degree in teaching economics from
the Krannert School of Management at Purdue
University and his Ph.D. in instructional super-
vision from the Ohio University in Athens,
Ohio. In 1978, Claude was appointed to be
the superintendent of the Clark County School
District, where he served as the first African-
American superintendent for 12 years.

During his time as superintendent, there
was an increase in students’ performance re-
sults with standardized testing; an increase in
the percentage of women hired as administra-
tors and department heads, and expansion of
various vocational programs within the school
district.

After his time spent as superintendent,
Claude became a tenured professor at Clarion
University of Pennsylvania and the founding
director of the Center for Educational Leader-
ship at Clarion University. Following his time
at Clarion, Dr. Perkins came to Albany State
University as a professor and dean of the Col-
lege of Education in 1997. Three years later
he was promoted to associate vice president
for academic affairs, and dean of the Grad-
uate School. During his time spent as the
dean of the Graduate School, graduate enroll-
ment reached its highest level, new graduate
faculty criteria were implemented, and most
graduate programs were nationally accredited.
Faculty scholarships and research interest
were supported, more on-line classes were
developed, and the post-tenure review proc-
ess became well established at the university.
He also established five international partner-
ship agreements to promote expanded inter-
national opportunity for students and faculty
members.

Claude has been the recipient of many
awards, including the Medal of Merit Award
from the Ohio University in 1982, the City of
Richmond, Virginia Resolution in Recognition
of Educational Leadership in 1997, the James
Herbert White Preeminence Award for Edu-
cation and Academics in 2002, and the Ne-
vada State Senate Resolution of Educational
Achievement in 2005. He presently serves as
a professor of educational leadership, chair of
the College Education Committee on graduate
education and is the team leader for the Afri-
can Educational Research Network, USA.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
accomplishments of Claude G. Perkins as an
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experienced educator. | would also like to con-
gratulate him on having an elementary school
named in his honor by the Clark County
School District.

————————

HONORING BYRON JANIS: MUSI-
CIAN, DIPLOMAT, AND INSPIRA-
TION

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2008

Mr. DOYLE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Byron Janis, internationally recognized
as one of the world’s greatest pianists. The
story of his life is one of immense talent, dedi-
cation and perseverance which has captivated
audiences and inspired others across America
and around the world.

Byron Janis was born in McKeesport, Penn-
sylvania, in 1928. At the age of 15, Mr. Janis
made his orchestral debut, and by age 20,
had made his Carnegie Hall debut in front of
a sold-out audience. Later, Mr. Janis was se-
lected to be the first American performer to
participate in a cultural exchange between the
United States and the Soviet Union in 1960.
On November 2, 1960, the New York Times
wrote, “If music could replace international
politics, Byron Janis could consider himself an
ambassador”. So successful was Mr. Janis’
performance that the Soviet government in-
vited him back just two years later for a six-
week tour of the country. Since that time, Mr.
Janis has performed for American Presidents
and received acclaim around the world. Mr.
Janis has been honored both in America and
abroad with such distinctions as the Distin-
guished Pennsylvania Artists Award, the Gold
Medal from the French Society for the Encour-
agement of Progress, and the Harriet Cohen
International Music Award. He has also ap-
peared on the Tonight Show with Johnny Car-
son, Good Morning America, 20/20 with Bar-
bara Walters, and CNN.

Perhaps Mr. Janis’ greatest contribution to
America lies not in his graceful work at the
piano, but rather the tremendous persever-
ance and unbreakable spirit he has shown in
the face of significant adversity. In 1973, be
was diagnosed with arthritis in both his hands
and wrists, an affliction which seriously threat-
ened his ability to continue practicing the craft
he loved. Reflecting his will and determination
to rise above the obstacle which was placed
in his path, Mr. Janis once said, “I have arthri-
tis—it doesn’t have me.” For 12 years, Mr.
Janis continued performing, often in great
pain, while keeping his condition a closely
held secret.

While announcing his affliction at the White
House in 1985, Mr. Janis also declared he
was assuming the role of Ambassador for the
Arts for the Arthritis foundation. Through his
music, he has raised a significant amount of
money for the Foundation’s work and re-
search. More importantly, however, his story
of determination is one which serves as an in-
spiration and makes Mr. Janis a role model for
Americans with disabilities. In spite of his con-
dition, to this day, Mr. Janis is still performing
before admiring audiences. Mr. Janis is living
proof that the American spirit can and will pre-
vail in the face of challenges large and small.

2008 marks Mr. Janis’ 80 birthday as well
as the 60th anniversary of his first perform-
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ance at Carnegie Hall. Each year, Congress
honors individuals who have distinguished
themselves with acts of courage and deter-
mination which capture the essence of the
American spirit and serve as an inspiration to
those around them. The life and accomplish-
ments of Byron

Janis—as a musician, ambassador, and role
model—embody the best in American culture
and values. | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Mr. Janis on the occasion of these
two noteworthy anniversaries.

———

TRIBUTE TO CHAIRMAN DANIEL

O’CONNELL AND THE SENIOR
CITIZENS LEAGUE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2008

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | am here to congratulate the Board
of Trustees of The Senior Citizens League
(TSCL) that works to educate the public about
issues important to older Americans. The Sen-
ior Citizens League represents over 1 million
members nationwide and over 2,500 in my
congressional district.

Five retired enlisted association men work
tirelessly as non-paid volunteers to help the
plight of our most elderly and low income sen-
iors: The Senior Citizens League Chairman
Daniel O’Connell, Vice Chairman Nash Mines,
Treasurer Marvin Stout, Secretary Thomas
O’Connell, and PAC Treasurer Larry Hyland.

Chairman Daniel O’Connell spent a distin-
guished 29-year career in the U.S. Air Force
including service as the Training NCO for the
Queens College ROTC Program. Subse-
quently he served in protocol at the Air Force
Space Command in Colorado Springs where
he retired as Director of Protocol, an attribute
that has come in handy when the chairman
meets with dignitaries on Capitol Hill.

Vice Chairman Mines had a 23-year military
career concluded by service as the Training
NCO for Oklahoma State University’'s ROTC
Program. Later, he worked as general serv-
ices manager for a Colorado brokerage firm
and for a Denver-based retirement investment
company. His military experience as a senior
master sergeant gave him the calm reasoned
approach to problem-solving on the TSCL
Board.

Treasurer Marvin Stout had a 26-year mili-
tary career that concluded with medals for
meritorious service. He has also worked as an
owner of an income tax consultant firm bring-
ing his expertise to use for the TSCL Board fi-
nances.

Secretary Thomas O’Connell served in the
U.S. Army including service as Division Logis-
tics NCO. And his experiences as a former
high school teacher and librarian have facili-
tated his work as TSCL Secretary.

TSCL PAC Treasurer Larry Hyland retired
from the U.S. Air Force as a senior master
sergeant before launching a small business.
He also re-entered the civil service overseas
before returning to the states.

The organization’s objectives are to encour-
age Congress to protect earned benefits of
seniors (i.e., Social Security and Medicare),
and to cosponsor bills that secure these prom-
ises to seniors and improve the quality of life
for older Americans.
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