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Tampa. He retired from First Union as vice 
president of corporate development. He also 
served as president of Nutri-Sol Chemical 
Company, Marine Insulation Company, Cor-
ban Industries, and Acetogen Gas Company 
of Florida. 

In his philanthropic efforts, Mr. Lackman 
started Genesis Clinic to provide prenatal care 
to mothers who were unable to afford proper 
health care. Infant mortality dropped in Tampa 
as a result of the services provided at Gen-
esis. He also served as chairman of the 
Hillsborough County Hospital Board for two 
terms and helped save Tampa General Hos-
pital when it faced the possibility of closing its 
doors. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Lackman’s death on 
March 29 marked a great loss to his wife Pa-
tricia, to Peter and Nancy, to his grandchildren 
George III, Caroline, and Grace, and to the 
entire Tampa Bay area. His unique contribu-
tions to our community and his common sense 
and intelligence will not soon be forgotten. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ASSASSINA-
TION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to support H. Res. 1061, commemorating the 
40th anniversary of the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and encouraging peo-
ple of the United States to pause and remem-
ber the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Dr. King dedicated his life to fighting for 
equality for all men and women, regardless of 
race, creed or class. He was a courageous 
activist who worked tirelessly to give a voice 
to Americans whose voices had been si-
lenced. 

We live in a society that has undergone infi-
nite change because of this courageous man 
and his relentless pursuit of a better America. 
Yet while we have made immense progress in 
some areas, we must not turn a blind eye to 
the fact that the work that Dr. King started is 
not yet complete. Today the responsibility 
rests on our shoulders to continue his efforts. 
We must keep working. 

The American Dream means something dif-
ferent to everyone. And while it may mean 
something different to you than it does to your 
parents or the person sitting next to you at 
church, I know this: The American Dream is 
about being able to afford health care, and not 
having to decide between prescriptions and 
groceries. It is about being able to earn a 
wage that is sufficient enough to provide for 
your family. It is about being able to send your 
kids to college so they have access to more 
opportunities than you do. 

We teach our children that Dr. King gave his 
life in Memphis, but we forget to tell them that 
he was there helping sanitation workers fight 
for a living wage. We honor Dr. King by name 
today, but I believe we honor him best by 
passing legislation that makes it easier for 
Americans to realize the dream that Dr. King 
fought for. Most recently, we voted to approve 

the College Opportunity and Affordability of 
2008, which authorizes the Federal Govern-
ment’s major federal student aid programs, 
among many other things. Our successes in 
these areas are made in his name and will 
help serve as a catalyst for even greater 
movements. 

Dr. King’s eloquence and determination 
forced this House to pass long overdue civil 
rights legislation. This House should never be 
forced to do the right thing again. Dr. King 
said: ‘‘Our lives begin to end the day we be-
come silent about things that matter.’’ This 
House should never be silent on the issues 
that mattered most to Dr. King, including pro-
tecting the rights of working Americans. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
this resolution to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. 

f 

EXPRESSING SOLIDARITY WITH 
GREECE AHEAD OF THE NATO 
SUMMIT AND URGING A MUTU-
ALLY AGREED UPON RESOLU-
TION TO THE NAME ISSUE RE-
GARDING FYROM 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to voice my support for a resolution of 
a 15-year impasse on a mutually agreed upon 
name for the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia as we near the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) Heads of State 
and Government summit in Bucharest, Roma-
nia. One of the major issues considered will 
be the expansion of NATO and the possible 
extension of membership invitations to Alba-
nia, Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Repub-
lic of Macedonia (FYROM). Greece is the 
greatest supporter and promoter for the real-
ization of the Euro-Atlantic aspirations of all 
countries in S.E. Europe and has contributed 
to that end enormous human and financial 
capital. 

Greece has been FYROM’s best friend in 
the Balkan neighborhood by donating over $1 
billion in aid and bolstering its fledgling market 
economy. While Greece wholehearted, how-
ever, cannot agree to the accession of 
FYROM that is wholly contrary to the prin-
ciples of NATO. 

According to the Membership Action Plan 
NATO adopted in 1999, potential members 
must first display a willingness ‘‘to settle inter-
national, ethnic or external territorial disputes 
by peaceful means, commitment to the rule of 
law and human rights, and democratic control 
of armed forces.’’ Clearly, the FYROM has 
failed to meet even this first criterion. The ad-
dition of FYROM to NATO would undoubtedly 
enhance the Alliance but only if it displays an 
adherence to the rule of law. FYROM must re-
solve the name issue in accordance with ad-
herence to U.S. policy and a UN-brokered 
agreement that calls for ending negative prop-
aganda against Greece by the Former Yugo-
slav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) and set-
tling the name issue. 

Madam Speaker, I hope that NATO and the 
international community will do the right thing 
by requiring FYROM to work with Greece in 
reaching a mutually agreed upon name resolu-

tion that comports with bilateral and inter-
national agreements. Once that is accom-
plished we can then and only then know that 
FYROM is serious about engaging in good 
neighborly relations. 
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81ST BIRTHDAY OF CESAR CHAVEZ 

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, I am 
proud to rise today to recognize and to cele-
brate what would have been the 81st birthday 
of Cesar Chavez by urging Congress and the 
President to make this day a national holiday. 

Cesar Chavez grew up in migrant labor 
camps, into the poverty of a migrant worker’s 
life. He became an historical figure who em-
bodied humility and extraordinary strength in 
his peaceful struggle toward social justice. By 
dedicating his life to tirelessly championing the 
rights of farm laborers, along with Dolores 
Huerta, he helped found the United Farm 
Workers Union, fighting for better wages, con-
ditions, and respect for farmworkers. 

As our country faces the continuing bad 
news on the economy and more Americans 
are searching for jobs, we are reminded on 
the birthday of Cesar Chavez that the types of 
working families to whom Chavez dedicated 
his life will suffer the most if gas prices con-
tinue to rise, people continue to lose their 
homes, and job losses continue to grow. 

Cesar Chavez has been an icon in my 
home State of Texas, where he is honored 
statewide on his birthday. In San Antonio, 
there is an annual Cesar Chavez march, 
which took place this past Saturday and had 
about 4,000 people in attendance. In San An-
tonio, we also have Cesar Chavez Boulevard, 
and in the county of Hidalgo there is a town 
named after Cesar Chavez, where 1,469 peo-
ple live. 

I hope that his legacy and memory will 
someday become a fundamental piece of 
American history so that all Americans will un-
derstand the fight that Cesar Chavez began in 
the fields—a fight for social justice, civil rights, 
and human rights that continues today. 

Therefore, Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
encourage my colleagues in urging the Presi-
dent and Congress to establish a national holi-
day by passing H. Res. 76. 

f 

ARIEL TOVAR 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Ariel Tovar 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Ariel 
Tovar is a student at Arvada Middle School 
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Ariel Tovar 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential that students at all levels 
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strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic that will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Ariel Tovar for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character to all his future 
accomplishments. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MAYOR THOMAS P. 
PERCIAK 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the Honorable Thomas 
P. Perciak, the Mayor of the City of 
Strongsville, Ohio. A profoundly respected and 
influential member of Cleveland’s Polish com-
munity and a leader of greater Cleveland’s 
civic culture, Mayor Perciak is the recipient of 
the Forty-Fifth annual ‘‘Good Joe’’ Polish Her-
itage Award. 

Mayor Perciak, a lifelong resident of the 
Cleveland area, carries with him a rich history 
of public service and advocacy for northeast 
Ohio, especially in the Polish community. A 
graduate of the David M. Myers University, he 
has served and continues to serve in many 
leadership roles. Prior to becoming Mayor of 
Strongsville, he held various senior positions 
within Fifth Third Bank, including Executive 
Vice President of the Northeastern Ohio re-
gion. In addition, Mayor Perciak leads the 
charitable gift and fundraising arm of South-
west General Hospital as Chairman of the 
Southwest General Community Health Foun-
dation, a position he has held since 1996. 

From his time as a student at St. Andrews 
Abbey—founded Benedictine High School—lo-
cated in Cleveland—to his volunteer service 
on their Board of Trustees, Mayor Perciak has 
represented the Benedictine Order of Cleve-
land with pride and distinction. His religious 
faith also compels him to dedicate his time 
and talent toward serving on the Board of Fi-
nancial Advisors for the Diocese of Cleveland, 
as well as on the Finance Committee of St. 
John Neumann Catholic Church. 

Mayor Perciak has been the recipient of 
many honors and awards, including induction 
into the Benedictine High School Hall of Hon-
ors and Companions on the Journey Awards 
of outstanding service and generosity. In addi-
tion, in the summer of 2007, the Southwest 
General Residential Hospice was renamed the 
Thomas P. Perciak Family Residential Hos-
pice. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in recognizing Mayor Thomas Perciak for 
his outstanding and tireless efforts as a sup-
porter and advocate for Polish causes, as well 
as for his extensive and diverse service to 
many individuals and families who call the 
Cleveland area home. 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING RE-
BEKAH THOMAS FOR WINNING 
THE GIRLS’ DIVISION IV STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Rebekah Thomas showed hard 

work and dedication to the sport of basketball; 
and 

Whereas, Rebekah Thomas was a sup-
portive team player; and 

Whereas, Rebekah Thomas always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the court; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with her friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate Rebekah Thomas 
on winning the Girls’ Division IV State Basket-
ball Championship. We recognize the tremen-
dous hard work and sportsmanship she has 
demonstrated during the 2007–2008 basket-
ball season. 

f 

HONORING JOSHUA TYLER 
BOYDSTON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Joshua Tyler Boydston, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 374, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joshua has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Joshua has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Joshua Tyler Boydston for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JUANITA 
PERRY 

HON. DAVID DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the memory of 
Mrs. Juanita Perry, a longtime resident of the 
First District, who passed away on March 24th 
of this year. 

Mrs. Perry was a leader in the First District 
where she has touched many lives through 
her countless hours of dedication to her com-
munity. Our thoughts and prayers are with her 
family as they mourn her loss. 

Juanita loved to help anyone in need. She 
spent sixty-two years volunteering at Mountain 
Home Veterans Affairs Medical Center where 
she carried the name of ‘‘Little Sweetheart of 
Mountain Home.’’ 

Juanita was also a lifetime member at Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary Post 2108 
and Military Order of the Purple Heart Post 
224. Her time spent with the Tennessee Fed-
eration of Republican Women’s Club was hon-
orable and she received a Certificate of Award 
from the National Federation of Republican 
Women in 2007. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and my fellow 
members to join me in honoring the life of 
Juanita Perry, a loving family member whose 
commitment and unwavering support to East 
Tennessee will be greatly missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WORLD AUTISM DAY 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize World Au-
tism Day in an effort to increase awareness 
about one of the most common mental dis-
orders afflicting our country today. Autism is 
becoming an increasingly common disorder; 
more and more children in America and 
throughout the world are born with it every 
day. The first step toward treating this incur-
able condition is recognition. Therefore, I rise 
today in support of World Autism Day and to 
help shed light on this growing and very seri-
ous problem. 

The statistics concerning autism are, to say 
the least, alarming. One in 150 children born 
today is diagnosed with autism. One in 94 
newborn boys is now autistic. In fact, today 
alone there will be approximately 67 new 
cases of autism diagnosed. That translates to 
a new diagnosis every 20 minutes. These are 
incredibly alarming numbers and we must rec-
ognize that this disorder is increasingly com-
mon and also that, while there is no cure, the 
quicker we identify what the problem is, the 
quicker we can act. We may not yet be able 
to cure autism, but with a strong commitment 
from the Federal Government we can create 
better lives for the growing number of children 
that are afflicted with this condition. 

There is no medical way to detect autism in 
a child. We must rely on a physician’s trained 
eye to diagnose a child as autistic, and even 
then we cannot cure it, we can only treat it. 
There are various symptoms that indicate au-
tism that a physician must recognize. This is 
why awareness and education are so impor-
tant. 

Today, I would like to recognize the efforts 
of doctors, advocates and families on World 
Autism Day and also bring attention to the 
shocking frequency with which autism is diag-
nosed. Therefore, I rise today to recognize 
World Autism Day, to commend those working 
toward education, treatment and some day a 
cure and to offer my support for these efforts. 
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