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state governments in responding quickly and
efficiently during an emergency or terrorist at-
tack.

Madam Speaker, | know the Members of
the House will join me in commending Busi-
ness Executives for National Security for their
commitment in support of our national security
interests.

————

SALUTING PHIL COHEN, ‘“MR.
BROOKLYN CENTER,” ON A LIFE-
TIME OF PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. JIM RAMSTAD

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2008

Mr. RAMSTAD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a very special govern-
ment, business and civic leader in Brooklyn
Center. Minnesota, Phil Cohen.

Phil’s long career in public service has been
guided by former Vice President Hubert Hum-
phrey’s fundamental principle: “The moral test
of government is how that government treats
those who are in the dawn of life, the children;
those who are in the twilight of life, the elderly;
and those who are in the shadows of life, the
sick, the needy and the handicapped.”

Phil has truly lived up to those lofty aspira-
tions. | want to thank Phil Cohen for his many
decades of public service to the people of our
area—and wish him a happy 80th birthday.

Phil Cohen, “Mr. Brooklyn Center,” is one of
a kind—a friend to all and a dynamic whirlwind
of economic, civic and charitable activity. His
personal motto is: “It's important for each gen-
eration to leave society in a better state than
they found it.” Madam Speaker, Phil Cohen
has done that and then some.

He is truly an inspiration. The Philip Q.
Cohen Room at the Brooklyn Center Commu-
nity Center attests to the magnitude of his giv-
ing.

There are many reasons Phil is known as
“Mr. Brooklyn Center,” From 1960 to 1990, at
various times he served as Mayor and on the
City Council and School Board. He has held
leadership positions with the Metropolitan
Council, the League of Minnesota Cities and
many more community organizations.

There is no cause or community organiza-
tion, from the Lions and Rotary to the North
Metro Mayors Association, Chamber of Com-
merce and Babe Ruth Baseball, which has not
been touched by his energy and his heart. Phil
helped create the Brooklyn Center Crime Pre-
vention Association and the Brooklyn Center
Charitable Foundation.

Whether it is helping the Brooklyn Center
Police Department obtain life-saving equip-
ment; rescuing the Brooklyn Center High
School Band program, which includes many
students from disadvantaged families; helping
local youth baseball; making every imaginable
non-profit and civic group more viable and ef-
fective; mentoring a young person in leader-
ship and public service; or just being there for
someone in need, Phil Cohen has done it all.

| have personally long relied on Phil's wise
counsel. As a young Congressman arriving in
Washington. | appreciated Phil’s guidance on
the ways of our Nation’s Capitol. Phil was al-
ways there to counsel. As Legislative Assist-
ant to former U.S. Senator Dave Durenberger
for a decade. Phil shared his expertise with
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me, and my constituents have been the bene-
ficiaries.

Madam Speaker, | want to wish Phil Cohen
a most joyous 80th birthday for his inexhaust-
ible spirit of public service and all the good he
has done for the people of Brooklyn Center.
Phil truly is “Mr. Brooklyn Center.”

————

HONORING YVONNE GRAHAM

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2008

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Brooklyn’s Deputy Borough
President, Yvonne Graham who has been a
pioneer in the area of public health for over 20
years. As Brooklyn’s Deputy Borough Presi-
dent, Ms. Graham oversees health care policy
and all human services for the borough presi-
dent. Her vision was critical to the 2005 found-
ing of Brooklyn’s first Center on Health Dis-
parities, which works to reduce cardiovascular
disease, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, infant mor-
tality, asthma, and diabetes among minority
communities. This center is part of an innova-
tive partnership with the SUNY Downstate
Medical Center and the Arthur Ashe Institute
for Urban Health.

In an effort to increase the number of
women in leadership positions in government,
business, and industry. Ms. Graham spear-
headed the Women’s Leadership Initiative, a
partnership between academic institutions,
government agencies, community-based orga-
nizations, and the private sector that brings
women together for dialogue and networking.

Born and raised in Jamaica, West Indies,
she moved to New York in 1979 working as a
registered nurse in the emergency room of
Brookdale Hospital. She holds a bachelor's
degree in health administration and community
health from St. Joseph’s College and a mas-
ter's degree in public health from Hunter Col-
lege. In addition, she completed the Executive
Program in business administration at Colum-
bia University School of Business and an hon-
orary doctor of law degree conferred on her by
St. Joseph’s College, her alma mater.

Yvonne Graham has written and published
many professional articles and has recently
co-authored a textbook that serves as a sem-
inal guide to the operations and management
of community-based health organizations and
their role in improving health outcomes.

She has been the recipient of numerous
awards and honors: YWCA’s Women of Dis-
tinction Award; National Association of Black
Social Workers’ Public Citizen of the Year
Award; the Frederick Douglass Medal of
Honor awarded by the New York State Gov-
ernor to distinguished Africans-Americans; the
American Lung Association’s Distinguished
Award for Leadership, Creativity, and Caring
in Promotion of Community Health; and the
Harriet Tubman Award.

Madam Speaker, Ms. Graham’s record of
public service has continuously demonstrated
a level of altruistic dedication and today we
should recognize this outstanding woman.
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HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2008

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Emily Becker of Blue
Springs, Missouri. Emily is a very special
young woman who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Girl Scouts of Amer-
ica, and earning the most prestigious award of
Girl Scout Gold Award.

Emily has been very active with her troop,
participating in many scout activities. In order
to receive the prestigious Gold Award, Emily
has completed all seven requirements that
promote community service, personal and
spiritual growth, positive values and leadership
skills.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Emily Becker for her ac-
complishments with the Girl Scouts of America
and for her efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Girl Scout Gold Award.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO NAME THE NEW CENSUS BU-
REAU HEADQUARTERS

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2008

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, today | am introducing a bill with my
colleagues Mr. WYNN, Mr. HOYER, Mrs.
HOLMES NORTON, Mr. ToM DAvIS, Mr. TURNER,
Mr. HONDA, Mr. GONZALEZ, Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER, and Mr. COHEN to name the
new Census Bureau Headquarters building for
Founding Father, Thomas Jefferson. The
Founding Fathers’ recognition of the need for
fully representative government which put
power in the hands of the people was unprec-
edented at the time of the Constitution’s adop-
tion. The modern decennial census is a
uniquely American invention. Naming the Cen-
sus Bureau Headquarters for Thomas Jeffer-
son, who oversaw the first national census,
underscores this historic contribution.

——————

ESTABLISHING AN OFFICE OF
CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2008

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | am
proud of the Democratic majority’s commit-
ment to ethics reform. In the first 100 hours of
this Congress, we adopted vital new rules
ushering in a new era of openness and fiscal
responsibility. We then reformed lobbying
practices, and this year many of us voluntarily
will reduce and disclose our earmark requests.
To continue this commitment to transparency
in government, | am pleased to support H.
Res. 895 and the creation of an independent,
bipartisan Office of Congressional Ethics.
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A smooth functioning and credible ethics
process is critical for both the reputations of
individual members of Congress and for the
future of the institution itself. | have consist-
ently supported reform of the existing process.
At the beginning of 2007, my colleague GREG
WALDEN and | reintroduced legislation, the
“Ethics Reform Act,” which abolishes the
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct
and establishes a fully independent ethics re-
view process. This plan gives oversight au-
thority to a panel of former Members, and em-
powers the independent office to oversee the
actions and filings of lobbyists and offices.

While the measure we consider today differs
significantly from my bill, the spirit behind it is
the same. If the intent of having members of
Congress sit in judgment of their colleagues is
to provide both a Constitutional check on
impropiety and maintain public confidence in
the institution, then | believe the present sys-
tem has failed both the test of timely justice
and of public opinion. Vesting the power of
preliminary investigation with an independent
board can lift the day-to-day work above par-
tisanship and still keep any punishment of vio-
lators safely within the purview of the Con-
gress. | believe a more independent process
will provide greater fairness for both Members
under review and for the public that demands
greater accountability.

The bill before us today initiates the
changes that many of us seek and our con-
stituents demand. Ultimately, | would like to
see reform that fully removes sitting Members
from the task of investigating their peers, and
that instead gives that authority to inde-
pendent individuals with a firsthand under-
standing of Congress. However | remain pro-
foundly encouraged with the progress we have
made on the issue of Congressional account-
ability. Instituting the independent ethics
mechanism as outlined in this bill will benefit
Congress, and ultimately, the American peo-

ple.

HONORING MARGOT WRIGHT
HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2008

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, | stand here
today to honor and remember a civic leader,
champion for worker’s rights, loving mother
and grandmother—Margot Wright.

Margot passed away on Saturday, March 8,
2008.

She was born in Mansfield, Ohio. She at-
tended the Ohio State University, and re-
mained an enthusiastic Buckeye’s football fan
throughout her life.

In 1967, she moved to California and came
to my hometown of Rialto. Here she began a
long career as a tax-collections worker in San
Bernardino County. Margot soon became an
integral part of the Rialto community. She vol-
unteered her time and home to feed over-
worked police and firefighters, help keep score
at little league baseball games, and at the
same time raised two wonderful children as a
single parent.

During her career, Margot became very in-
volved with her local union. She held numer-
ous terms as president of the San Bernardino
Public Employees Association, the union that
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represents most San Bernardino County work-
ers and counts over 11,000 members.

Margot was known as a fighter, someone
who took her union duties seriously and stood
up to protect her fellow employees.

| had the great privilege of getting to work
with Margot firsthand in the community. Even
just a few years ago, she was still an out-
spoken advocate for her community—when in
2005, she helped lead the support for the Ri-
alto Police Department during their battle to
keep the city from contracting with the County
Sheriff’'s Department.

Margot is survived by her son Todd, who is
a retired Rialto police officer, her daughter
Terri, and three grandchildren.

Let us take the time to pay tribute to this
wonderful woman. Let us celebrate the life she
lived and the example she led.

Although she is no longer with us, Margot's
legacy and spirit will continue to live on
through the lives of everyone she has
touched. The thoughts and prayers of my wife
Barbara, my family and | are with her family at
this time.

IN HONOR OF W.L. “CORKY” BURR

HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2008

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Trooper W.L. “Corky” Burr of the Mis-
souri State Highway Patrol, one of four state
troopers nationally to be nominated for the
2007 International Association of Police
Chiefs’ Trooper of the Year Award. Although |
am disappointed to learn that Trooper Burr did
not win the award, | want to take this oppor-
tunity to honor him and his service to our com-
munity. | also extend my congratulations to the
winner of the Trooper of the Year Award, New
York State Trooper Amanda Reif.

Trooper Burr's actions last August in Neo-
sho, Missouri, are testament to his skill and
training as a Missouri State Trooper. On Au-
gust 12, 2007, a tragic shooting spree oc-
curred in my district at the First Congrega-
tional Church in Neosho, Missouri. That shoot-
ing left three people dead and several others
seriously injured. Trooper Burr arrived at the
scene, along with officers from the Neosho
Police Department and the Newton County
Sheriff’'s Office, and joined a team of other ex-
perienced officers schooled in special weap-
ons and tactics. As they entered the sanctuary
of the church, they found a man holding a fe-
male hostage at gunpoint, with around 30
members of the congregation positioned
around him. Three victims were found lying on
the floor mortally wounded and five others
critically injured. During a tense confrontation
between the suspect and the officers, Trooper
Burr was able to calm the gunman, leading to
his surrender and allowing the officers to take
him into custody.

| had the privilege to meet with Trooper Burr
and the other brave law enforcement officers
shortly after this tragic event and personally
thank them for their heroic actions to save the
lives of the others in the church that day. | am
proud today to honor Trooper “Corky” Burr for
his well deserved nomination for Trooper of
the Year, his dedication to his profession and
his service to our community, and ask my col-
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leagues in the House to join me in doing the
same.

HONORING DR. MONICA DWECK

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2008

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Dr. Monica Dweck, a native New
Yorker who graduated from Hunter College
High School and then attended Princeton Uni-
versity. However, after working for several
years, she decided to attend medical school at
the State University of New York at the
Downstate Medical Center in Brooklyn, New
York. Upon graduation, she interned at Hart-
ford Hospital in Connecticut, a large Level |
trauma hospital. She returnee, to New York
City to do her residency in Ophthalmology at
The New York Eye and Ear Infirmary where
she was the first African-American woman in
their 180-year history.

Her fellowship In Oculoplastic, Reconstruc-
tive and Orbital Surgery was done at the
Cleveland Clinic and she was the first woman
of color in the entire country to receive this
type of fellowship training. She then entered
private practice in Pennsylvania for several
years. Dr. Dweck was soon recruited back to
SUNY Downstate Medical Center to create an
Oculoplastic Surgery curriculum for the Oph-
thalmology Residency Program there and to
become Director of the Oculoplastic Surgery
Service. A few months after her arrival, she
was asked to run the Ophthalmology Resi-
dency Program. In 2005, Monica was ap-
pointed Vice-Chair and Program Director for
the Department of Ophthalmology.

Dr. Dweck has held many leadership posi-
tions locally, regionally, nationally and has
chaired several committees at SUNY
Downstate Medical Center. She was elected
to the Board of Directors of the New York
State Ophthalmological Society and also the
Brooklyn Ophthalmological Society, where she
served as President.

In 2001, she was appointed by the New
York State Board of Regents to the New York
State Board of Medicine. Dr. Dweck was elect-
ed Chairperson-Elect of the National Medical
Association—Ophthalmology Section In 2005.

Dr. Monica Dweck has lectured on national
and international levels and has several re-
search abstracts and book chapters. She has
received numerous awards over the years, in-
cluding a listing in the Castle-Connelly “Top
Doctors in the New York Metro Area” annually
since 2000 and Strathmore’s Who’s Who.

Madam Speaker, | am very pleased to rec-
ognize Dr. Dweck’s remarkable career and
selfless dedication to medical research, She is
distinguished member of the Brooklyn medical
community.

ELIZABETH CRUZ
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 12, 2008

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Elizabeth Cruz of Liberty,
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