
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE24 January 16, 2008 
as they are noteworthy. His loyal service and 
sacrifices for over three decades working in 
the communities of Oregon are a testament to 
all who use and appreciate our public lands. I 
would like to take a moment to reflect upon 
Doug’s career as he makes the transition to 
life beyond Government service. 

Born in Yakima, Washington, Doug learned 
to speak Japanese before he spoke English 
because he spent time in Japan as a toddler 
while his father was serving in the Armed 
Forces. His family then moved to upstate New 
York where Doug gained appreciation for the 
outdoors at their home near the Catskill Moun-
tains. After high school, Doug started college 
in Boston but the lure of the Pacific Northwest 
pulled him back to where he calls home. 

Doug joined the Army National Guard where 
he served his country for 6 years. He grad-
uated with a civil engineering degree from the 
University of Washington and in 1975 started 
his Forest Service career as a civil engineer 
trainee on the Willamette National Forest. 

Doug’s career in the Pacific Northwest Re-
gion of the Forest Service included positions 
in the regional office in Portland, Oregon, and 
on the Malheur National Forest in John Day, 
Oregon. In 1986, Doug returned to the Willam-
ette National Forest as the Assistant Forest 
Engineer and eventually was promoted to the 
Forest Engineer. In the 1990s, Doug was part 
of an international team that traveled to Indo-
nesia for 3 or 4 weeks per year to train Indo-
nesian foresters to design and build environ-
mentally sensitive roads. He retires as the 
Zone Engineer for the Willamette, Siuslaw, 
and Mt. Hood National Forests. as well as the 
Columbia River Gorge Scenic Area. 

Early in his career, Doug was instrumental 
in developing and implementing new forest 
road designs that were efficient, cost effective, 
and more environmentally sensitive. Doug also 
played a significant leadership role in bringing 
together research science and engineering to 
improve hydrologic function and fish passage 
on forest roads and culverts. In the last sev-
eral years, Doug has worked tirelessly to en-
hance the facilities of the Forest Service. He 
has forged new partnerships and inspired in-
novation and creativity to reduce costs and im-
prove the vital facilities for the entire Pacific 
Northwest Region. In my own district, Doug 
was responsible for initiating a partnership to 
build an interagency center to house the new 
offices for the Forest Service, the BLM, and 
the Oregon Military Department. His efforts 
helped save tax payers millions of dollars in 
facilities costs. 

Among Doug’s numerous and exemplary 
accomplishments, none are more evident than 
the relationships he has built and his commit-
ment to others that he tirelessly displays. 
Doug has touched so many people both in 
and outside the Forest Service. His caring for 
people has resulted in immeasurable benefits 
to the people of Oregon and our Nation. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor for 
me to present these credentials of Doug Mac-
donald to the House of Representatives today. 
It is clear through all of his accomplishments 
that he has dedicated himself to furthering the 
benefits we enjoy on public lands. All of his 
actions reflect a true leader with a sense of 
purpose, commitment, and conscience. 

As Doug departs from public service, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in delivering an ap-
preciative tribute from a grateful nation, and 
best wishes to him and his family for a pro-
ductive and rewarding retirement. 

HONORING MANUEL ESCONTRIAS 
ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 16, 2008 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to commend Mr. Manuel 
Escontrias on announcing his retirement from 
Exxon-Mobil, after 38 years of service. Mr. 
Escontrias, a long time Baytonian, served his 
community for 6 years as a District 3 city 
councilman, 6 years as a Goose Creek school 
board trustee and as a Lee College regent for 
1 year. 

Mr. Escontrias holds a bachelor’s degree in 
science from Texas A&M and a master’s de-
gree from Pepperdine University. In 1968, Mr. 
Escontrias went to work for the Exxon-Mobil 
Chemical Plant as the first Hispanic engineer 
at the Baytown complex. 

In the 1980s, while with Exxon-Mobil, Mr. 
Escontrias helped develop and build the 
Exxon Coal Liquefaction Plant (ECLP), was in-
volved in the biggest expansion in the com-
pany’s history, and was part of the Exxon- 
Mobil Process/Risk Management Group. 
Through his 40 years as a Baytonian, Mr. 
Escontrias has been involved with many local 
groups including the United Way, the Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, the Lakewood Civic 
Association, and many more. For his involve-
ment in the community, Mr. Escontrias was 
awarded the Henry B. Gonzalez Leadership 
Award. 

And so it is with great pleasure that I recog-
nize Mr. Manuel Escontrias, for his service to 
Exxon-Mobil and the city of Baytown, and I 
congratulate him on the announcement of his 
retirement. 
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HONORING DETECTIVE KENT 
HAWS 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 16, 2008 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I take this 
opportunity to pay tribute to Tulare County 
Sheriff’s Detective Kent Haws, who, at the age 
of 38, sacrificed his life in the line of duty so 
others may live. 

Detective Haws honorably served our Na-
tion in the United States Army and subse-
quently went on to serve his community as a 
member of the Tulare County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. 

After spending time overseeing local pris-
oners, he was posted to a community officer 
position covering the Porterville area. His tal-
ents and commitment to duty were quickly rec-
ognized with an appointment to the prestigious 
Sheriff’s Tactical Personnel Unit. In this capac-
ity, he led his team in tactical responses to 
drug cartel activities in our Nation’s forests 
and parks. 

Detective Haws’ commitment to his commu-
nity was proven last December when he fear-
lessly confronted a suspicious individual on a 
back road of our farming community. That 
confrontation ended with Detective Haws’ 
making the ultimate sacrifice for his family and 
his community. His true act of heroism will 
only be known between himself and his God. 

Those of us that he left behind will forever 
remember his brave actions that day. His 
heroics deserve a place in history on the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
here in Washington. This memorial contains a 
fitting quote that sums up Detective Haws’ 
life—‘‘In Valor—There is Hope’’. 

Detective Haws, a devoted husband, and a 
loving father, is survived by his wife Francis 
and three wonderful sons Dominik, Nicholas 
and Evan. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in solemn 
tribute to Detective Kent Haws, whose actions 
undoubtedly saved others. 

f 

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FELD FAMILY 
OWNERSHIP OF THE RINGLING 
BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY 
CIRCUS 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 16, 2008 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Feld Family, who, for 
forty years have preserved the legacy of the 
circus and provided Americans with quality 
family entertainment. On November 11, 1967, 
Irvin Feld fulfilled a life long dream by pur-
chasing the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bai-
ley circus, which for years made its winter 
home in Sarasota, Florida. Quickly, Irvin Feld 
made changes to modernize the show and 
ushered in the era of modern American enter-
tainment. 

An astute promoter, Irvin Feld designed a 
new two-year tour system for Ringling Bros. 
and Barnum & Bailey. He purchased the Cir-
cus Williams and created a second unit of 
Ringling Bros. equal in size, scope, and qual-
ity to the first. The second unit showcased the 
incredible talents of Gunther Gebel-Williams, 
who captivated American audiences for 30 
years. 

Just like the great Barnum, Feld devised na-
tional advertising campaigns and creative pub-
lic relations, to reinstate the Ringling circus as 
America’s living treasure. It is not surprising 
that Irvin Feld was dubbed ‘‘The Greatest 
Showman on Earth.’’ 

To save the art of clowning from extinction, 
Irvin Feld founded the Ringling Bros. and Bar-
num & Bailey Clown College in 1968. Origi-
nally located in Venice, Florida, then relocated 
to Baraboo, Wisconsin and finally, Sarasota, 
Florida it was the world’s first and only ‘‘Clown 
College.’’ 

In 1970, Feld’s son, Kenneth, joined the or-
ganization and was made a co-producer in 
1973. When Irvin Feld suddenly died on Sep-
tember 6,1984, Kenneth Feld immediately as-
sumed control and has surpassed the level of 
entertainment excellence set by his father and 
other legendary showmen before him. Ex-
panding the circus, he instituted a third unit 
that travels all across America. 

Today, Kenneth Feld is the largest provider 
of live action family entertainment in the world. 
The Feld legacy continues through the third 
generation with Kenneth Feld’s daughters, Ni-
cole and Alana, who work to maintain the high 
quality, family-focused productions that have 
been the hallmark of the ‘‘Greatest Show on 
Earth.’’ 
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The Feld’s support school curriculum pro-

grams and have developed Circus Fit, a na-
tional youth fitness program. To help preserve 
the Asian elephant, Kenneth Feld established 
the Center for Elephant Conservation (CEC) in 
central Florida in 1995. This state-of-the-art 
breeding and retirement facility is dedicated to 
the conservation, breeding, and study of the 
Asian elephant. 

In each generation, the Feld family has con-
tinued to capture children of all ages by pre-
serving the great American circus and led the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus, 
The Greatest Show on Earth, into the 21st 
century. 

I thank my colleagues for joining me in rec-
ognizing the contributions of the Feld Family 
to American culture and entertainment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PHILLIP S. FIGA 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT 
COURT JUDGE 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 16, 2008 

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker. I rise to 
honor the extraordinary life and exceptional 
accomplishments of United States District 
Court Judge Phillip S. Figa. This exceptional 
jurist merits both our recognition and esteem 
as his impressive record of civic leadership 
and invaluable service has improved the lives 
of many Coloradoans. 

Sadly, Judge Figa was taken from us by a 
brain tumor at the young age of 56 and he will 
be greatly missed. His passion for the law and 
justice and his capacity for community service 
were beyond measure. He molded a life of 
genuine accomplishment and served our Na-
tion with distinction. His passing is a great loss 
to the Federal bench and our entire commu-
nity. 

Judge Figa was born in 1951 in Skokie, Illi-
nois, the son of Holocaust survivors from Po-
land. He earned a scholarship to Northwestern 
University and graduated with a degree in ec-
onomics. While at Northwestern, he met and 
married Candace Cole Figa. He went on to 
graduate from Cornell Law School and started 
his law practice in Colorado at Sherman & 
Howard in 1976. Four years later, Judge Figa 
became a founding partner of Burns, Figa & 
Will, P.C. and became the firm’s President. 
For over 26 years, Judge Figa maintained a 
broad litigation-oriented practice and estab-
lished a national reputation as an expert in the 
field of legal ethics. He was actively involved 
in the Colorado legal community and served 
as President of the Colorado Bar Association 
and as Chair of the Ethics Committee. He 
served on the Civil Justice Reform Act Advi-
sory Committee and on the Colorado Commis-
sion on Judicial Discipline. He served as an 
instructor at the University of Denver College 
of Law and the National Institute of Trial Advo-
cacy. Judge Figa was also one of the founding 
members of the Faculty of Federal Advocates 
and is credited with the development of the 
very successful Pro Bono Mentoring Program. 
As a former Chair of the Mountain States Re-
gion of the Anti-Defamation League. Judge 
Figa was deeply committed to fighting bigotry, 
extremism, anti-Semitism and supporting Holo-
caust awareness. 

President Bush nominated Judge Figa to 
the United States District Court and he was 
confirmed by the United States Senate on Oc-
tober 2, 2003. During the confirmation proc-
ess, Senators of both parties viewed him as 
highly intelligent and a fair prospective jurist. 
Many friends, family and associates have 
praised Judge Figa as ‘‘even handed’’ . . . 
‘‘smart, caring and authentic’’ . . . ‘‘a great ju-
rist’’ ‘‘a true humanitarian’’ . . .‘‘one who 
brought passion and integrity to the field of 
law ‘‘. . . a humble and gracious man who 
genuinely cared about helping other people.’’ I 
was honored to give the highest recommenda-
tion to the Senate Judiciary Committee. On a 
personal note, Judge Figa was a good friend 
of both me and my husband. He was loved 
and respected across the legal community. 
Judge Figa was a mensch—an upright, honor-
able and decent human being. 

Judge Figa has been recognized with sev-
eral accolades and honors including nomina-
tion to the International Society of Barristers, 
the American Bar Foundation and the Colo-
rado Bar Foundation. He was honored by the 
Colorado Supreme Court for ‘‘outstanding 
leadership of the Coalition for the Independ-
ence of the Colorado Judiciary’’ and in Janu-
ary of 2006, he was named one of the Lead-
ing Judges in America by The Lawdragon. On 
February 4, 2008, the Anti-Defamation League 
will present the late Judge Figa with the Dis-
tinguished Community Service Award ‘‘for his 
commitment to human rights and dignity, and 
his dedicated service to his community, state 
and nation.’’ Judge Figa lived a life that is rich 
in consequence and our country is a better 
place because of his labors. Truly. we are all 
diminished by the all too early passing of this 
remarkable gentleman and our thoughts are 
with Candace Figa and their two children, Ben 
and Elizabeth. Please join me in paying tribute 
to the life of United States District Court Judge 
Phillip S. Figa, a distinguished jurist. It is the 
values, leadership and dedication he exhibited 
during his life that serves to build a better fu-
ture for all of us. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO MR. BOOKER 
TOWNSELL 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 16, 2008 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Booker 
Townsell. Mr. Townsell was falsely accused 
along with 42 other African-American soldiers 
for rioting and lynching an Italian POW at Fort 
Lawton, an Army base in Seattle in 1944. It 
was the largest and longest Army courts-mar-
tial of World War II. Mr. Townsell was ulti-
mately court-martialed and convicted with 27 
others and served two years in prison. After 
63 years, Booker Townsell has been fully ex-
onerated. Mr. Townsell was not able to see 
this travesty reversed having died in 1984 at 
the age of 69. However, his family persevered 
until he was fully exonerated for a crime he 
did not commit. 

Members of Mr. Townsell’s family learned of 
Jack Hamann’s, 2005 book, ‘‘On American 
Soil: How Justice Became a Casualty of World 
War II’’, which chronicled the Fort Lawton 
court martial. The Townsell family contacted 

Hamann and was the first to petition the Army 
to reverse the conviction. The Army Review 
Board required each family to apply individ-
ually for a review. Bipartisan requests were 
made in Congress to review the case. In Octo-
ber, 2007, an Army review board, acting on 
evidence uncovered by Hamann’s book, over-
turned Townsell’s conviction. The analysis 
used to reverse Townsell’s conviction would 
apply to all of the soldiers convicted, an Army 
lawyer who reviewed the case for the review 
board told The New York Times. 

Hamann’s investigation uncovered racial 
bias against the soldiers, including charges 
being brought immediately without the benefit 
of full counsel which led to their unfair convic-
tions. This incredible story also involves Leon 
Jaworski, a young lieutenant who prosecuted 
the case for the Army and later served as spe-
cial prosecutor in the Watergate case. 
Hamann discovered that Jaworski failed to 
share evidence with defense lawyers that 
could have exonerated the black soldiers. 
Hamann said it seemed suspicious that black 
soldiers in 1944 would participate in a lynch-
ing, given the racial attitudes in America at the 
time. According to his research, no black per-
son had ever been put on trial for a lynching 
until then. 

A lawyer who specializes in military affairs 
helped the Townsell family with their petition 
to the Army review board. The decision that 
overturned Townsell’s conviction was a sweet 
victory for justice in our country. 

On January 19th 2008, the family will cele-
brate their legal victory with a ceremony at-
tended by Army officials to recognize the over-
turning of this conviction after 63 years. I am 
honored to have this opportunity to pay tribute 
to Mr. Townsell and to his family. Mr. 
Townsell’s good name has now been restored. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF PHEASANTS FOR-
EVER 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 16, 2008 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the members of 
Pheasants Forever for their strong legacy of 
environmental advocacy and conservation on 
the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the or-
ganization. 

Pheasants Forever started with a campaign 
for a Minnesota pheasant stamp. Since that 
modest beginning, the organization has dem-
onstrated just how effective conservation at 
the grassroots level can be. By working with 
local farmers to restore marginal lands, a few 
pioneering Minnesotans started a movement 
that has spread across North America with 
great success. Currently the members of 
Pheasants Forever organize the efforts of 
hunters, farmers, and environmentalists in 
nearly 30,000 restoration projects each year. 
During the past 25 years, these efforts have 
helped to protect 4 million acres of wildlife 
habitat. 

Pheasants Forever has accomplished great 
things over the past two and a half decades 
in the areas of critical habitat improvement, 
public and private land management, and pub-
lic awareness and education. Hunting and 
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