November 20, 2008

Their most recent contribution totaled $1.3 mil-
lion toward the Wiekamp Athletic Facility at
Bethel College.

Throughout his life, Wiekamp received many
distinguished awards to recognize his accom-
plishments. These included the Individual Phi-
lanthropist Award from the Michiana Chapter
of Associations of Fundraising and the Her-
man B. Wells Visionary Award from Indiana
University and the Indiana University Founda-
tion, both of which honor people for their pro-
fessional accomplishments and service to hu-
manity. He and his wife also received Indiana
University South Bend’s Chancellor's Medal in
2005. Wiekamp served on the boards of the
Century Center Foundation, Center for the
Homeless, Project Future, the Community
Foundation of St. Joseph County, the
Mishawaka Division of the Salvation Army, St.
Mary’s College, and the IUSB advisory. He
also served as president of the South Bend-
Mishawaka Area Chamber of Commerce.

So, today | rise to pay tribute to Dar
Wiekamp for his innumerable contributions to
our community’s development. His and
Dorothy’s generosity is admirable and they will
serve as models of lives well-lived.

———

CONGRATULATING JEFF FUNI-
CELLO FOR HIS PERFORMANCE

IN THE WORLD WRESTLING
GAMES
HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2008

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Mr. Jeff Funicello for his
performance in the World Wrestling Games in
Tirana, Albania. While representing his country
and the State of Arizona, Jeff was able to se-
cure a bronze medal in both grappling and
beach wrestling in the 92KG division. The
World Wrestling Games are highly revered
throughout the competitive wrestling world and
Jeff’s victories signify an outstanding achieve-
ment.

| would also like to commend Jeff on the
service he offers to the community by teaching
mixed martial arts classes which promote dis-
cipline and self confidence, but more impor-
tantly teach students proper self defense tech-
niques. Jeff founded American Pankration in
1990, a mixed martial arts team which trains
and competes at Arizona State University. Jeff
shows great dedication to his students and is
committed to offering them the highest level of
attention and instruction on and off the mats.

Jeff is a former Arizona State University Sun
Devil and was on the varsity wrestling team
from 1992 through 1994. Jeff's credentials
also include being a three time Olympic alter-
nate as well as having competed throughout
the world with great success in a number of
different disciplines of wrestling, submissions,
and kickboxing. Jeff's skills as a training part-
ner and coach have often been tapped to train
with a who’s who list of Olympic, Ultimate
Fighting Championship, and Pride FC Cham-
pionship champions.

Mr. Funicello should be proud of his accom-
plishments. Again, | say congratulations on
your achievements in the World Wrestling
Games and commend you for a job well done.
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HONORING JUSTIN ALAN GROTE
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2008

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Justin Alan Grote of Kan-
sas City, Missouri. Justin is a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1271, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Justin has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Justin has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Justin Alan Grote for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2008

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to the Republican leader-
ship standards on earmarks, | am submitting
the following information for publication in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks |
received as part of H.R. 2638, the 2009 De-
fense Appropriation Bill:

7. Project Name—Advanced Fluid Controls
for Shipboard Applications.

Requesting Member—SCOTT GARRETT.

Bill  Number—Amendment to H.R. 2638
(FY09 Defense Appropriations Bill).

Account—Department of Defense Appro-
priations, RDT&E, Navy, Line #35, Shipboard
System Component Development Account,
PE#0603513N.

Requesting Entity—Marotta Controls, 78
Boonton Ave, PO Box 427, Montville, NJ
07045.

Description of the Project—Funds will be
used to complete the development of ship-
board fluid controls using the latest in material
technologies—including composites and ce-
ramics—to reduce weight, life-cycle costs, and
increase fuel efficiency.

Description of the
($2,500,000).

Program Management: $50,000.

Engineering Labor Mechanical: $100,000.

Electrical: $100,000.

Assembly Labor: $425,000.

Machine Shop Labor: $550,000.

Material: $700,000.

Testing: $575,000.

Total: $2,500,000.

Spending  Plan—

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2008

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker,
consistent with  Republican transparency
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standards, the following is a disclosure for
each of my requested projects in H.R. 2638,
the FY 2009 Consolidated Security, Disaster
Assistance and Continuing Appropriations Act
Homeland Security.

Requesting Member: Rep: JAMES T. WALSH.

Bill Number: H.R. 2638.

Account: Homeland Security NPPD Infra-
structure Protection and Information Security.

Legal Name of Representing Entity: Man-
hole Barrier Security Systems, Inc.

Address of Requesting Entity: 400 Garden
City Plaza, Suite 204, Garden City, NY 11530.

Description of Request: (1) Include $3 mil-
lion for critical underground infrastructure in
major urban areas. This funding would be uti-
lized to complete an inventory of critical under-
ground infrastructure in urban areas; identify
the access points to the identified critical un-
derground infrastructure; and, demonstrate
low-cost, self-contained technologies that can
deter unauthorized access while allowing au-
thorized access to critical underground infra-
structure.

TRIBUTE TO MRS. GLORIA COOPER
HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2008

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mrs. Gloria Cooper of Niles,
Michigan for over two decades of broadcasting
excellence.

For nearly a quarter century, we in south-
west Michigan welcomed Gloria into our
homes as the hostess of the popular “Here’s
Gloria” and “Gloria’s Place” radio programs
on WNIL-AM 1290. Since she first hit the air-
waves in 1966, Gloria’s in-depth interviews
and community focus through the years
earned her the reputation as the “Voice of
Niles.”

In 2006, Gloria took her show to the Web
where she has continued to educate and en-
tertain her faithful listeners. On November 24,
Gloria will record her final interview, marking
the end of an era. We will all miss Gloria’s
voice over the airwaves and Internet. She is a
treasure of our community, and | will miss
being “grilled” by my friend on the pressing
issues of the day.

Once again, | would like to congratulate and
express my gratitude to Gloria Cooper for her
many years of distinguished service to the
residents of Berrien County. | wish Gloria and
her husband Richard all the best. May God
continue to bless the entire Cooper family.
Gloria’s gift of communication has enriched us
all.

————

THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
NIELSEN BUILDERS

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2008

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, it was
100 years ago in 1908 that Joseph Nielsen
and his successors began their work compli-
menting Virginia’s majestic landscape with
quality buildings in which to worship, learn,
complete commerce and live.
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The history of Nielsen Construction rep-
resents the very fabric of America. Mr. Joseph
Nielsen immigrated to the United States at the
beginning of the twentieth century; a time of
tremendous growth and innovation. That
young immigrant dedicated himself to hard
work and perseverance. The qualities identi-
fied as uniquely American in the golden age of
industry and expansion and his vision brought
him to the growing, but still largely rural, west-
ern part of Virginia.

The next phase of Nielsen’s success came
through the acquisition of the existing W.M.
Bucher & Son, a prominent builder in the
Shenandoah Valley. This intertwined the fu-
tures of a young immigrant and his dream and
the growth and development of the Shen-
andoah Valley.

Today, Nielsen Builders represents the best
of American industry. It represents the highest
quality in design and build construction. It pro-
vides the structure and security to thousands
of church goers, students, businesses and
families through its homes, churches, schools
and businesses.

| wish Nielsen Builders success as it em-
barks on opening its second century of busi-
ness and continuing the legacy of commit-
ment, excellence and tradition.

| extend a hearty congratulations to the
management and employees of Nielsen Build-
ers of Harrisonburg, Virginia as they celebrate
this tremendous milestone.

——————

HONORING CAMERON AUSTIN
LEEDS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2008

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Cameron Austin Leeds of
Kansas City, Missouri. Cameron is a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1155, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Cameron has been very active with his
troop, participating in many Scout activities.
Over the many years Cameron has been in-
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Cameron Austin Leeds for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

HONORING HENRY CHANG, JR.
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2008

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the extraordinary life and contributions
of Henry Chang, Jr. An energetic public serv-
ant and advocate in the Greater Bay Area,
Henry will retire this year from his elected po-
sition on the Oakland City Council.

Mr. Chang has tirelessly served the commu-
nity of Oakland, California as a
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councilmember-at-large for 14 years, serving
as the city’s vice mayor for 4 terms. Mr.
Chang is sincerely committed to his commu-
nity, and has employed his diverse life experi-
ences and studies to improving the quality of
life for his constituents and to adding greatly
to the collective efforts of policy-makers, stake
holders, and public advocates in my district.

Henry was born on December 17, 1934 in
Shantou, Guangdong Province, China. During
the Japanese invasion of Shantou City, Henry
and his siblings were separated from their par-
ents for 4 years. In 1950 he moved to Sydney,
Australia to study at Knox College. At that
time, Mr. Chang was one of only two foreign
students at his college. In 1952, Henry again
made a bold move to further his education
and opportunities, traveling to the United
States in the hopes of attending the pres-
tigious University of California, Berkeley.

In 1960, while attending UC Berkeley, Mr.
Chang met and married Constance Poon. He
graduated in 1961 from the School of Environ-
mental Design at Berkeley. Mr. Chang worked
for both the Novelli Engineering Company in
Downtown Oakland and the Hugh M. O’Neil
Company as an architect before founding his
own architectural practice, Henry Chang, Jr.
and Associates, Incorporated in 1971. Mr.
Chang established his firm in the heart of
Oakland’s Chinatown District and immediately
began using his skills to contribute to the vi-
brant business community and innovative
urban planning needs of that area.

During this time, Mr. Chang began a long
and impressive career of service. He has
served in countless capacities on local and re-
gional commissions and boards including
founding member of the Oakland Chinatown
Chamber of Commerce, several State and city
anti-crime commissions, the Oakland Cultural
Art Committee, the Lincoln Square Advisory
Council, the Oakland Chinese Businessmen
Association, serving as that board’s president
for 2 terms, the Oakland Chamber of Com-
merce, the Oakland Port Commission, the S.F.
Bay Conservation and Development Commis-
sion, the Oakland Community Development
Commission, and the Oakland City Planning
Commission. He was also a founding member
of the Friends of Parks and Recreation Board.
So great were Mr. Chang’s contributions to
Oakland, the city named September 27, 1990
“Henry Chang, Jr. Appreciation Day.” In more
recent years, Mr. Chang has served on the
executive board of the Association of Bay
Area Governments, the Alameda and Oakland
Base Re-Use Commissions, the Alameda
County Transportation Authority, and the A.C.
Transit Major Investment Steering Committee.

On December 6, 1994 Mr. Chang was elect-
ed to the councilmember-at-large seat he has
been continuously reelected to until his retire-
ment this year. As a councilmember-at-large,
Mr. Chang has sponsored important city legis-
lation and has always been proactive in bring-
ing stakeholders, community leaders, and resi-
dents of our area together to work on the
complex issues facing the diverse and dy-
namic city of Oakland and its neighboring cit-
ies in Alameda County.

Just one example of Mr. Chang’s tireless
advocacy and thorough approach to policy
making is his comprehensive legislation ad-
dressing the serious issue of gun control.
Henry has authored bills to ban junk guns and
ultra compact guns from being sold in Oakland
as well as legislation requiring trigger locks on
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all guns sold. He also sponsored a tax on
guns and ammunition sold in Oakland to offset
the high cost of violence caused by guns.
These laws became regional models for urban
safety and firearms regulation. While on the
city council Mr. Chang also initiated the City
Management Academy which trains neighbor-
hood activists so that they can better under-
stand how the city works and established the
Citizens’ Assistance Center to help residents
get the assistance they need from their city of-
ficials and agencies.

Perhaps most memorable of Mr. Chang’s
achievements as a councilmember-at-large is
his work to bring giant pandas to the city of
Oakland on loan from the China Zoological
Garden of the Ministry of Construction and to
build a state-of-the-art facility for their care
while in the United States. | have had the
privilege to travel with Henry to China and
Cuba. He has a deep sense of respect for
people throughout the world and uses his dip-
lomatic skills to bring good will to our Nation.
| am proud to call Henry my colleague and my
friend.

On behalf of California’s 9th Congressional
district, | would like to salute the honorable
Henry Chang, Jr. on the occasion of his retire-
ment from public office. It is clear that his
dedication, innovation and involvement in the
accomplishments of the city of Oakland will
not end here. | wish him all the greatest happi-
ness in his retirement years and thank him for
a lifetime of service to our community.

RECOGNIZING DUSTIN PEDROIA OF
WOODLAND, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2008

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to Dustin
Pedroia, who is being honored as the Amer-
ican League’s Most Valuable Player for 2008,
the first second baseman to receive this award
since 1959.

From a young age, Mr. Pedroia has shown
a passion for baseball. Although, at 59”7, he
has never been the largest player on the field,
he has shown time and again that he more
than makes up for it by playing with his whole
heart. After graduating from Woodland High
School in 2001 he was recruited by Arizona
State University to play for the Sun Devils.
While at ASU he quickly made an impression
on his teammates as well as his coaches and
went on to be named a 3-time first-team all-
Pac-10 selection, the 2003 Pac-10 co-player
of the year and the 2003 National defensive
player of the year. He never missed a game
at ASU, all while batting an impressive .384.

Mr. Pedroia debuted in the major leagues in
August of 2006 with the Boston Red Sox, be-
coming the first member of Boston’s 2004
draft class to reach the majors. In 2007 he re-
corded one of the finest rookie seasons ever
for a Red Sox player, breaking a 93-year-old
major league record for the highest batting av-
erage by a rookie second baseman and also
winning the Jackie Robinson Award for Amer-
ican League rookie of the year. He was also
able to cap off this impressive start with a
World Series ring by helping the Red Sox
achieve a 4-0 sweep over the Colorado Rock-
ies to win the championship.
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