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For 15 years, Professor Friedman served as
an expert on coal formations at the Geological
Survey at Indiana University after which he
became the coal project leader for the U.S.
Bureau of Mines in Tennessee and Pennsyl-
vania. In 1971, he joined the Oklahoma Geo-
logical Survey where he established a coal re-
search program and taught coal geology semi-
nars as a member of the graduate faculty of
the School of Geology and Geophysics. Pro-
fessor Friedman also chaired master's stu-
dents’ thesis committees and organized con-
tinuing education classes in the fundamentals
of coal geology.

He has held numerous leadership positions
in professional geological societies such as
serving as chairman of the Coal Geology Divi-
sion of the Geological Society of America and
receiving the division’s Distinguished Service
Award in 1992. Professor Friedman was also
awarded the Past Presidents Award, the Dis-
tinguished Founders Award, and the Distin-
guished Service Award from the American As-
sociation of Petroleum Geologists Energy Min-
erals Division. In recognition of his extensive
contributions to the science of geology and of
his generous commitment to the advancement
of his profession, Brooklyn College awarded
him the Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1995.

Professor Friedman’s work as a research
and resources coal geologist with the U.S. Bu-
reau of Mines and the Oklahoma Geological
Survey, his excellent relationship with Federal
and State agencies, and his role as a principal
investor in geology projects have all contrib-
uted to his being recognized as a leading ex-
pert in the field of coal geology and resources.

His biography has been listed in American
Men and Women of Science, Marquis Who’s
Who in America, Who’s Who in Science and
Engineering, and Who’s Who in the World.

Madam Speaker, | would like to ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Professor
Samuel Arthur Friedman on his many accom-
plishments in the field of coal geology.

—————

TRIBUTE TO KATY HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 16, 2008

Mr. MCcCAUL of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate the Katy High
School football team of Katy, Texas, on their
Class 5A, Division |l Texas State football
championship on Saturday, December 22,
2007.

Katy High School became the Class 5A, Di-
vision |l State champions after defeating
Pflugerville High School, 28 to 7, at the
Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas.

Starting the season as the second-ranked
team in Class 5A and ending the regular sea-
son as the top-ranked team, the Katy Tigers
were a team expected to do great things, and
they did. When the senior players were fresh-
men, they made it their goal to win a State
championship game and with much hard work
and determination this objective was accom-
plished. Always tough to live up to expecta-
tions, the Tigers did so and then some in
claiming the Class 5A, Division Il title in 2007
with a perfect 16—0 season record.

Throughout the season, both the offense
and defense were dominant. Offensively, the
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Tigers scored over 43 points per game. De-
fensively, Katy allowed an average of only 8
points per game.

The Katy Tigers advanced to the champion-
ship game by easily defeating Strake Jesuit
College Preparatory 51-18 in the bi-district
playoff game, by defeating Houston Madison
High School 42 to 8 in the Region 3 semi-
finals, by defeating Pasadena Memorial High
School 30 to 14 in the Region 3 champion-
ship, by defeating Fort Bend Clements High
School 42 to 0 in the quarterfinal playoff
game, and by defeating San Antonio Madison
High School 66 to 21 in the State semi-final
game.

The Katy Tigers rose to the challenge dur-
ing the championship game against the
Pflugerville Panthers, in San Antonio at the
Alamodome. Katy scored 28 unanswered
points after being down 7 in the first half. A
hail mary at the end of the first half changed
the momentum for the Katy Tigers to finish out
the State championship game with a final
score of 287, a truly outstanding accomplish-
ment.

The win is Katy’s fifth title all-time and fourth
since 1997. More significantly, it is the first for
head coach Gary Joseph, who ran his all-time
win-loss record to 55—4 with the victory. It was
not just a State title however, as the Tigers
would find out about 30 minutes after the
game’s final whistle. Coach Joseph an-
nounced to a packed home locker room that
the Tigers had been voted the No. 1 team in
the Nation by ESPN. A roar of shouts, whis-
tles and cheers filled the underground cor-
ridors of the Alamodome following that an-
nouncement as Katy returned to the top of the
charts in Texas for the first time since 2003.
In addition, Katy is ranked No. 4 in the USA
Today Super 25 football rankings.

The success of these fine young athletes of
Katy High School serves as an inspiration for
their school and community. | know from my
own experience how high school football
teaches you not only how to win on the field
but also how to succeed in life. It teaches you
that through hard work, discipline, dedication,
and teamwork you can dream any dream and
achieve any goal. | know that these fine ath-
letes will apply their success on the football
field to their lives after high school to accom-
plish great things.

| officially recognize and honor the out-
standing achievements and contributions by
the 2007 Katy High School Varsity Football
Team, coaches, school and loyal fans, for
their exemplary representation of our commu-
nity. Congratulations Katy Tigers. | commend
you on a spectacular football year and wish
you the best next season and beyond.

—

HONORING MRS. MARGUERITE
CANTINI

HON. RON KLEIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 16, 2008

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise to honor Mrs. Marguerite Cantini of Fort
Lauderdale, FL, who will turn 100 years old on
January 25, 2008.

Mrs. Cantini is the paradigm of her genera-
tion. Her parents immigrated to the United
States, making her the first generation of her
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family to be born on U.S. soil. She was the
second daughter to her parents, Edgar and
Thea Barbe, who had recently arrived in New
York. The family moved to California and then
returned to the East Coast.

In 1936, she married Raphael S. Cantini, a
surgeon from New Jersey, and together, they
raised a family. She dedicated her life to the
welfare and happiness of those around her.
The American people can look to Mrs. Cantini
as a model for family values.

Mrs. Cantini has always lived a graceful and
creative life, and throughout her 100 years,
she has excelled in flower arranging and
drawing. She would create doll houses out of
cardboard with her grandchildren and espe-
cially enjoyed making paper dolls and all their
clothing for her granddaughters.

| join her family and friends in wishing Mrs.
Marguerite Cantini a very happy birthday.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE PRESIDENT OF
JESUS THE HOPE OF ROMANIA,
PETER DUGULESCU

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 16, 2008

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, on behalf of
my colleagues Representative CHRISTOPHER
H. SMITH of New Jersey and Representative
JOSEPH R. PITTS, we rise today to honor the
memory of Pastor Peter Dugulescu, who was
the founder and president of the charitable or-
ganization “Jesus the Hope of Romania” and
who passed away from a heart attack on Jan-
uary 3, 2008.

Pastor Dugulescu was born in 1945 in Ro-
mania, eventually marrying and having four
children. He served as a Baptist pastor during
the Communist regime, and was seen as a
fighter of the revolution and a true spiritual
leader in Romania. He was given the honor of
many awards, including the “Ambassador of
Peace” award from the Interreligious and
International Peace Council.

Pastor Dugulescu was a dear friend of
many of us who have followed events in Ro-
mania over the years. He was a strong Chris-
tian, and a selfless servant of the poor. His
charity opened an orphanage, created feeding
programs for the impoverished, and estab-
lished a home for the elderly and handicapped
children. The loss of this bright soul will be felt
acutely by all whose lives he touched. We ex-
tend our condolences to his family and friends.

————

THE RETIREMENT OF DOUG
MACDONALD

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 16, 2008

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to a dedicated member of the
United States Forest Service as he concludes
his 32-plus years of service to his country. Mr.
Doug Macdonald deserves this honor. Orego-
nians are grateful for his contributions to the
wise and sustainable use of our Nation’s for-
ests.

Doug Macdonald’s personal and profes-
sional career accomplishments are as diverse
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as they are noteworthy. His loyal service and
sacrifices for over three decades working in
the communities of Oregon are a testament to
all who use and appreciate our public lands. |
would like to take a moment to reflect upon
Doug’s career as he makes the transition to
life beyond Government service.

Born in Yakima, Washington, Doug learned
to speak Japanese before he spoke English
because he spent time in Japan as a toddler
while his father was serving in the Armed
Forces. His family then moved to upstate New
York where Doug gained appreciation for the
outdoors at their home near the Catskill Moun-
tains. After high school, Doug started college
in Boston but the lure of the Pacific Northwest
pulled him back to where he calls home.

Doug joined the Army National Guard where
he served his country for 6 years. He grad-
uated with a civil engineering degree from the
University of Washington and in 1975 started
his Forest Service career as a civil engineer
trainee on the Willamette National Forest.

Doug’s career in the Pacific Northwest Re-
gion of the Forest Service included positions
in the regional office in Portland, Oregon, and
on the Malheur National Forest in John Day,
Oregon. In 1986, Doug returned to the Willam-
ette National Forest as the Assistant Forest
Engineer and eventually was promoted to the
Forest Engineer. In the 1990s, Doug was part
of an international team that traveled to Indo-
nesia for 3 or 4 weeks per year to train Indo-
nesian foresters to design and build environ-
mentally sensitive roads. He retires as the
Zone Engineer for the Willamette, Siuslaw,
and Mt. Hood National Forests. as well as the
Columbia River Gorge Scenic Area.

Early in his career, Doug was instrumental
in developing and implementing new forest
road designs that were efficient, cost effective,
and more environmentally sensitive. Doug also
played a significant leadership role in bringing
together research science and engineering to
improve hydrologic function and fish passage
on forest roads and culverts. In the last sev-
eral years, Doug has worked tirelessly to en-
hance the facilities of the Forest Service. He
has forged new partnerships and inspired in-
novation and creativity to reduce costs and im-
prove the vital facilities for the entire Pacific
Northwest Region. In my own district, Doug
was responsible for initiating a partnership to
build an interagency center to house the new
offices for the Forest Service, the BLM, and
the Oregon Military Department. His efforts
helped save tax payers millions of dollars in
facilities costs.

Among Doug’s numerous and exemplary
accomplishments, none are more evident than
the relationships he has built and his commit-
ment to others that he tirelessly displays.
Doug has touched so many people both in
and outside the Forest Service. His caring for
people has resulted in immeasurable benefits
to the people of Oregon and our Nation.

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor for
me to present these credentials of Doug Mac-
donald to the House of Representatives today.
It is clear through all of his accomplishments
that he has dedicated himself to furthering the
benefits we enjoy on public lands. All of his
actions reflect a true leader with a sense of
purpose, commitment, and conscience.

As Doug departs from public service, | ask
my colleagues to join me in delivering an ap-
preciative tribute from a grateful nation, and
best wishes to him and his family for a pro-
ductive and rewarding retirement.
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HONORING MANUEL ESCONTRIAS
ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 16, 2008

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to commend Mr. Manuel
Escontrias on announcing his retirement from
Exxon-Mobil, after 38 years of service. Mr.
Escontrias, a long time Baytonian, served his
community for 6 years as a District 3 city
councilman, 6 years as a Goose Creek school
board trustee and as a Lee College regent for
1 year.

Mr. Escontrias holds a bachelor's degree in
science from Texas A&M and a master's de-
gree from Pepperdine University. In 1968, Mr.
Escontrias went to work for the Exxon-Mobil
Chemical Plant as the first Hispanic engineer
at the Baytown complex.

In the 1980s, while with Exxon-Mobil, Mr.
Escontrias helped develop and build the
Exxon Coal Liquefaction Plant (ECLP), was in-
volved in the biggest expansion in the com-
pany’s history, and was part of the Exxon-
Mobil Process/Risk Management Group.
Through his 40 years as a Baytonian, Mr.
Escontrias has been involved with many local
groups including the United Way, the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce, the Lakewood Civic
Association, and many more. For his involve-
ment in the community, Mr. Escontrias was
awarded the Henry B. Gonzalez Leadership
Award.

And so it is with great pleasure that | recog-
nize Mr. Manuel Escontrias, for his service to
Exxon-Mobil and the city of Baytown, and |
congratulate him on the announcement of his
retirement.

———

HONORING DETECTIVE KENT
HAWS

HON. DEVIN NUNES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 16, 2008

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, | take this
opportunity to pay tribute to Tulare County
Sheriff’'s Detective Kent Haws, who, at the age
of 38, sacrificed his life in the line of duty so
others may live.

Detective Haws honorably served our Na-
tion in the United States Army and subse-
quently went on to serve his community as a
member of the Tulare County Sheriff’'s Depart-
ment.

After spending time overseeing local pris-
oners, he was posted to a community officer
position covering the Porterville area. His tal-
ents and commitment to duty were quickly rec-
ognized with an appointment to the prestigious
Sheriff's Tactical Personnel Unit. In this capac-
ity, he led his team in tactical responses to
drug cartel activities in our Nation’s forests
and parks.

Detective Haws’ commitment to his commu-
nity was proven last December when he fear-
lessly confronted a suspicious individual on a
back road of our farming community. That
confrontation ended with Detective Haws’
making the ultimate sacrifice for his family and
his community. His true act of heroism will
only be known between himself and his God.
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Those of us that he left behind will forever
remember his brave actions that day. His
heroics deserve a place in history on the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
here in Washington. This memorial contains a
fitting quote that sums up Detective Haws’
life—"“In Valor—There is Hope”.

Detective Haws, a devoted husband, and a
loving father, is survived by his wife Francis
and three wonderful sons Dominik, Nicholas
and Evan.

| ask that my colleagues join me in solemn
tribute to Detective Kent Haws, whose actions
undoubtedly saved others.

———

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FELD FAMILY
OWNERSHIP OF THE RINGLING
BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY
CIRCUS

HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 16, 2008

Mr. BUCHANAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Feld Family, who, for
forty years have preserved the legacy of the
circus and provided Americans with quality
family entertainment. On November 11, 1967,
Irvin Feld fulfiled a life long dream by pur-
chasing the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bai-
ley circus, which for years made its winter
home in Sarasota, Florida. Quickly, Irvin Feld
made changes to modernize the show and
ushered in the era of modern American enter-
tainment.

An astute promoter, Irvin Feld designed a
new two-year tour system for Ringling Bros.
and Barnum & Bailey. He purchased the Cir-
cus Wiliams and created a second unit of
Ringling Bros. equal in size, scope, and qual-
ity to the first. The second unit showcased the
incredible talents of Gunther Gebel-Williams,
who captivated American audiences for 30
years.

Just like the great Barnum, Feld devised na-
tional advertising campaigns and creative pub-
lic relations, to reinstate the Ringling circus as
America’s living treasure. It is not surprising
that Irvin Feld was dubbed “The Greatest
Showman on Earth.”

To save the art of clowning from extinction,
Irvin Feld founded the Ringling Bros. and Bar-
num & Bailey Clown College in 1968. Origi-
nally located in Venice, Florida, then relocated
to Baraboo, Wisconsin and finally, Sarasota,
Florida it was the world’s first and only “Clown
College.”

In 1970, Feld’s son, Kenneth, joined the or-
ganization and was made a co-producer in
1973. When Irvin Feld suddenly died on Sep-
tember 6,1984, Kenneth Feld immediately as-
sumed control and has surpassed the level of
entertainment excellence set by his father and
other legendary showmen before him. Ex-
panding the circus, he instituted a third unit
that travels all across America.

Today, Kenneth Feld is the largest provider
of live action family entertainment in the world.
The Feld legacy continues through the third
generation with Kenneth Feld’s daughters, Ni-
cole and Alana, who work to maintain the high
quality, family-focused productions that have
been the hallmark of the “Greatest Show on
Earth.”
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