E2288

Voters re-elected Virginia for six consecu-
tive terms on the board of trustees. After her
retirement, the board named her the first
trustee emeritus.

‘““She was a stalwart throughout,” Fred
Logan, former JCCC board chair, said. ‘‘She
is one of the founders but not just a founder.
She has been an important part for 40 years.
That kind of service will always be remem-
bered.”

On Nov. 20, the JCCC Board of Trustees
will interview eight finalists to fill Virginia
Krebs’ term, which ends June 30.

The candidates are: Laura S. Byrne-Harris,
Leawood; William A. Dean, Overland Park;
Ronnie Metsker, Overland Park; Michael M.
Morales, Olathe; Melody L. Rayl, Olathe;
Kurtis M. Ruf, Overland Park; Mary R.
Tearney, Leawood; and Sandra K. Willsie,
Overland Park.

The new trustee will begin Dec. 11. The
seat is up for election in April 2009.

ROBERT MASSEY

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2008

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, on No-
vember 8, 2008, Robert Massey died in Fair
Oaks, CA. Born on November 5, 1921, “Farm-
er Bob” (as he is known) contributed to the
community throughout his life. As a local histo-
rian, Bob frequently shared his knowledge of
the area and made a habit of correcting media
reports and the Fair Oaks Historical Society
whenever their reports conflicted with his own
expertise. Bob was a member of the Sunrise
Center Toastmasters, sharing with others his
great oratory skills and motivational tactics.
Many families enjoyed a visit to Farmer Bob’s
pumpkin patch and truck farm.

While Bob made many great contributions to
our region, perhaps his most important work
was his strong advocacy for the Auburn Dam.
The Auburn Dam Council’s website describes
Bob as President of the council from 1921-
2008. This is an appropriate title for someone
who understood the need for greater flood
protection and was willing to work for the safe-
ty of so many others living nearby. Unfortu-
nately, the dam has yet to be built, but when
that day comes it will be in large part thanks
to Bob’s efforts.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Bob’s
loving wife of 65 years, Beryl, and the rest of
his family and friends. Bob brightened the
lives of so many people, and he will be truly
missed by those of us who were fortunate
enough to have known him.

————
PRESIDENTIAL RANK AWARD OF
MERITORIOUS EXECUTIVE TO

DR. L. BRUCE SIMPSON

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2008

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise to honor the selection of Dr. L. Bruce
Simpson for Presidential Rank Award of Meri-
torious Executive for 2008. Each year, the
President recognizes and celebrates no more
than 5 percent of career Senior Executives
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with this award. Recipients of this prestigious
award are strong leaders, professionals, and
scientists achieving results and consistently
demonstrating strength, integrity, industry, and
a relentless commitment to excellence in pub-
lic service to America.

Dr. Simpson is Director of the 308th Arma-
ment Systems Wing, Eglin Air Force Base,
Florida and is a 27-year veteran of the Federal
civil service. He leads a wing of over 900 per-
sonnel and executes a portfolio of programs
valued at more than $46 billion. The wing’s
programs include the Joint Direct Attack Muni-
tion, Small Diameter Bomb, Advanced Medium
Range Air-to-Air Missile, High-Speed Anti-Ra-
diation Missile Targeting System, Joint Air-to-
Surface Standoff Missile, Joint Air-to-Surface
Standoff Missile Extended Range, Miniature
Air Launched Decoy, Aerial Target Systems,
P5 Combat Training System, Sensor Fuzed
Weapon, Wind-Corrected Munitions Dispenser
and Joint Stand-Off Weapon System. These
programs are all key elements in enabling our
warfighters to engage high-value targets and
are vital weapons in the Global War on Terror.

Selected for Senior Executive Service in
2003, Dr. Simpson has served as Deputy
Manager of the Armament Product Group, Di-
rector of the Air Armament Center Special
Projects System Program Office, and Director
of the Directed Energy Directorate at the Air
Force Research Laboratory. Dr. Simpson has
been honored as a Distinguished Fellow at
Mississippi State University and received An-
nual Technical Achievement Awards from the
Air Force Research Laboratory and Air Force
Systems Command.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | would like to congratulate
Dr. L. Bruce Simpson on this most prestigious
Presidential Rank Award of Meritorious Execu-
tive. America and the United States Air Force
depend heavily on the selfless service and
leadership he provides. | sincerely wish Dr.
Simpson many more years of dedicated public
service to this great country.

HONORING FRANK MECHAM
HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2008

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Frank Mecham,
a resident and community leader from Paso
Robles, California, for his outstanding and ex-
emplary leadership while serving as the mayor
of Paso Robles from 2000 through 2008.

Frank has been a longtime leader in local
government, reflecting the same success, en-
thusiasm, care, and commitment to his com-
munity as nine generations of Mecham Califor-
nians and five generations of San Luis Obispo
County Mechams before him. His great-great
grandfather, Don Joaquin Estrada, was a
member of the first County Board of Super-
visors in 1852, and his father was Fire Chief
at Fort Hunter Liggett for over 20 years. Car-
rying on this tradition of public service, Frank
served our country in the United States Navy
and later began his political career on the
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and the
Planning Commission for the City of Paso
Robles. He was elected to the City Council in
1998 and served for two years. In 2000, Frank

November 20, 2008

was the first mayor of Paso Robles to be di-
rectly elected by the voters (in the past, the
mayoral post had rotated between elected city
councilmembers).

In 2003, Paso Robles felt the devastating
effects of the San Simeon Earthquake. Frank
showed strong leadership and composure
throughout this natural disaster and guided the
City through the aftermath and recovery ef-
forts. Through his tireless efforts, the City of
Paso Robles was able to rebuild faster and
move forward onto the road to recovery
quicker than anyone had expected. In addi-
tion, as mayor, he also oversaw the comple-
tion of the Barney Schwartz Park, the Public
Safety Center, the Robert Rader Memorial
13th Street Bridge, and the Niblick Bridge ex-
pansion.

In addition to his public service, Frank has
also remained active in the Paso Robles com-
munity. Frank is a member of the Twin Cities
Community Hospital Board of Governors, the
Nacimiento Water Commission, and the Paso
Robles High School Technology Academy. He
has also coached youth baseball and football
for over two decades in the community, estab-
lished a youth football league which continues
to this day, and created the first Youth Com-
mission for the City in 1999. In 2004, Frank
was honored by the Paso Robles Chamber of
Commerce as Roblan of the Year in recogni-
tion of his outstanding service to the local
community.

In a City named for its strong oak trees,
Frank has stood strong in times of challenge,
and helped create prosperity through a com-
mitment to fiscal responsibility and transparent
and accountable government. | commend
Frank for his service and leadership as mayor
of Paso Robles, and wish him and his family
well as he continues to serve our community
as a supervisor on the San Luis Obispo Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors.

HONORING TRAVIS WEBB
HON. TIMOTHY WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2008

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Corporal Travis Webb from
Adrian, Michigan who was injured in an impro-
vised explosive device (IED) blast in Mosul,
Iraq on January 22, 2007. He lost both legs
and his best friend Nicholas Brown died in his
arms after the blast. The following poem is
dedicated to a true American hero, Travis
Webb.

A SOLDIER’S STORY

Throughout our Nation’s history

Such magnificent men of honor and glory,
have so been seen

Who so went, where angel’s feared to tread

Who went off to war

All for us, the ones who so lived and died and
so bled

All so we could be here!

As this is a soldier’s story!

All about Heartbreak, Faith and Glory

All about life and death

As he put himself in harm’s way, as his best
friend died in his arms that day

When courage comes to crest!

All about a young man from Michigan . . .
Travis, and his heroic stand

As all of us, he would so bless

Who came out of such hell and fury!
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A Hero from The 2-7 Cav . . . 11 Bravo, Cor-
poral Webb, his soldier’s story

A fighting force to be feared, who gave all he
had so very clear

A Soldier’s Story

Who, into that valley of death . . . so walked

All with his two fine legs, as was our free-
dom bought!

His charge, his thought’s

The life of Travis Webb, so much to all has
taught

All about courage and faith

As this mighty Michigander makes his way

As no other’s could so take his place

As throughout his young life, his flow and
ebb

Through the good and bad!

A work of art, to be said!

As it all began

With a young man with no direction

Until, he found his life’s true passion . .
reflection

Reaching, his greatest introspection

His fine reflection, in a Uniform

As A Soldier’s Heart and soul, so proud and
bold . . . so very warm

All for his country ’tis a thee

As a future Hero was born, as we would see

While, on battlefields of honor and death and
gore

Charging bravely so, so ever . .

When, Looking down

As there it was he so found, no more

His two strong fine legs, which made up this
most valiant force

While, there in that moment of truth

As in that moment we find the answer, the
proof

All about what courage, and a magnificent
heart can do!

To build where none lie left

To climb the highest of all mountains, no
less

To Teach Us all . . . to so bless

To Reach Us . . . to so Beseech Us, all no less

To But Be The Best

When, Courage comes to Crest

Day by Day

Night after Night

To win the battle, to win that fight!

As he will not give up, will not rest!

As is this soldier’s story, our hearts have
blessed

As we watch him grow

For he has a life to live

And to this our world, so much more to give!

Could such faith and courage, we so know?
Possess?

And, if T ever have a son

I, but hope and pray . .
like this fine one!

Shining, all in Faith’s True Son

A Soldier’s Story, Travis Webb our hearts
have won!

All in our Lord’s Heart, that will be done

Amen!

—Albert Carey Caswell
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. ever forth!

. that he could so be
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IN MEMORIAL OF SGT. TIMOTHY
SIMPSON

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2008

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, on No-
vember 17, 2008, Sgt. Timothy Simpson, a
20-year veteran of the Philadelphia Police De-
partment and a constituent of the 13th Con-
gressional District was killed by a drunk driver
while responding to a robbery. He is the fourth
Philadelphia police officer killed this year in
the line of duty.
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Sgt. Simpson, 46, left behind his wife, Cath-
erine, and three children. His brother, Terry, is
an officer on the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment SWAT team.

He was a decorated officer, having recently
earned superintendant of the month in the
24th District. Other accolades included a her-
oism award, four merit awards, and a letter of
commendation.

Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter said
Simpson was “a good officer trying to do his
duty.”

Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey said
he was “an excellent sergeant, excellent po-
lice officer,” adding “you can’t say enough
good things about him.”

Sgt. Simpson’s death is a major shock to
Philadelphia opening wounds that have had lit-
tle time to heal. He was the partner to Sgt.
Stephen Liczbinski, a 12-year veteran and
former constituent, who was shot and killed on
May 3, 2008 while responding to a bank rob-
bery.

The sacrifices that the Simpson and
Liczbinski families have made to protect the
City of Philadelphia can never be repaid. All
Philadelphia residents owe a debt of gratitude
to these families and the families of the other
fallen officers from Pennsylvania’s 13th Con-
gressional District, including Gary Skerski,
Charles Cassidy, Isabel Nazario, and Patrick
McDonald all of whom died in the line of duty
in the last two years.

| ask that the House of Representatives ex-
tend its condolences to Catherine Simpson,
her family, and the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment for yet another significant loss.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. JIM SAXTON

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2008

Mr. SAXTON. Madam Speaker, pursuant to
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, | am submitting the following informa-
tion for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD regarding earmarks | received as part
of FY 2009 Defense Appropriations Bill.

Project: Monmouth University’s Rapid Re-
sponse Institute.

Funding Amount: $3,200,000.

Account: Research, Development, and Test-
ing, Defense Wide.

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Lockheed
Martin.

Address of Requesting Entity: 400 Cedar
Avenue, West Long Branch, NJ 07764.

Description of Request: Project will evaluate
the software’s ability to improve the effective-
ness of military (including National Guard) pre-
paredness and its support to the civilian first
responders.

———

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM D.
HENDERSON, JR.

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 19, 2008

Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mr. William D. Hender-
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son, Jr. who has contributed over 24,000 vol-
unteer service hours over the course of 45
years to his local communities. Mr. Henderson
was born in Wellesley, Massachusetts in 1927
and began volunteering with the Charlottesville
Albemarle Rescue Squad in 1963 and later
with the Northumberland County Rescue
Squad in 1995. Through this time he has
served as an Emergency Medical Technician
(EMT), as an Advanced Life Support Provider
and as a Training Officer. Mr. Henderson’s
selfless dedication has been recognized
throughout his tenure as a volunteer EMT.

First, in 1973 he was awarded the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society’s Citation of Merit,
and in 1986 was selected for the Charlottes-
vile Albemarle Rescue Squad’s Captain’s
Choice Award. As recognition of his commit-
ment to the entire community, the Honorable
Thomas J. Vandever, then Mayor of Char-
lottesville, VA, proclaimed “William D. Hender-
son Day” in 1993. Two years later Mr. Hen-
derson would again be recognized by the
Charlottesville Albemarle Rescue Squad with
the Joel Cochran Award for Outstanding Serv-
ice.

Next, the Rappahannock General Hospital
would recognize Mr. Henderson in 2000 as
the EMT of the year. The subsequent year he
would be honored by the Peninsula EMT
council as the Outstanding Pre-Hospital Pro-
vider. In 2002 the Charlottesville Albemarle
Rescue Squad named its training room after
Mr. Henderson. He would then be recognized
by the Governor of Virginia in 2003 with the
Governor's Award for outstanding Pre-Hospital
Provider.

2008 has been just as busy for Mr. Hender-
son as he was awarded the President’s Volun-
teer Service Award by the Charlottesville Albe-
marle Rescue Squad. In December, the North-
umberland County Rescue Squad will award
him a second lifetime Presidential Volunteer
Service Award and the Point of Light Award.
Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in con-
gratulating and thanking William D. Henderson
on his steadfast service to the Commonwealth
of Virginia and its citizens.

IN APPRECIATION OF MY SENIOR
AND AGING ISSUES ADVISORY
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ SERVICE

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2008

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute today to the men and
women of Southeastern Arizona who for the
past two years have served on my Senior and
Aging Issues Advisory Council.

These 35 active and engaged citizens have
selflessly shared their time and expertise with
me as important advisors. Each one brought
considerable personal and professional exper-
tise to the table to help me gain a greater un-
derstanding of the challenges faced by seniors
and their family members. Their advice and in-
sights allowed me to better represent my con-
stituents in Arizona’s 8th Congressional Dis-
trict.

The counsel they provided has been invalu-
able to me in making legislative decisions and
delivering constituent services. | am grateful to
them for the recommendations and issues
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