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General Metaxas simply replied “No” and
committed the brave people of Greece to re-
sistance against Axis oppression. With level-
headed determination and steadfast resolve,
the citizenry of Greece mobilized. Men went
calmly to their closets and retrieved their mili-
tary uniforms and weapons. Women went
about their necessary tasks, and the children
assisted as they were able.

On OXI Day, the people of Greece chose
the harder path, the path of resistance. That
brave generation of Hellenes refused to sub-
mit to oppression even at the cost of their
homes, their land, and their lives. Theirs was
an act of self-sacrifice that clearly proclaimed
the humanitarian ideals of their Orthodox
Christian faith and their ethnic heritage. The
Greeks’ brave defense of their land was a cru-
cial turning point in the Axis eastern advances.
Dogged resistance by Greek patriots weak-
ened Axis morale and derailed the Nazi war
effort by delaying the eventual attack on So-
viet Union. The Greeks’ sacrifice will forever
be remembered and honored by the free na-
tions of the world.

| ask my colleagues to join me in saluting
the heroes of OXI Day. In their brave words
and deeds we see all of the highest virtues of
Hellenic heritage: passion for justice, courage
at a time of trial, unity in the midst of conflict,
and willingness to sacrifice one’s life for the
good of others. On this day, we thank Greece
for saying “OXI.”

———

HONORING THE NEW DOVE CHOCO-
LATE CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2008

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, | stand today
to commend the opening of the new Dove
Chocolate Center for Excellence in Elizabeth-
town, Pennsylvania on Monday, September
29th. On the 29th, | will join Dove in cele-
brating the completion of a $70 million factory
expansion. The expansion not only represents
an investment in Mars production capacity, but
represents a $70 million investment in the
Elizabethtown community as well.

Mars Snackfood US has a history in Eliza-
bethtown, Pennsylvania, dating back to 1970
when Mars, Incorporated purchased the Klein
Chocolate Company. In order to keep up with
production demand, their facility, which was
originally built in 1915, has been renovated
and expanded several times since the pur-
chase in 1970. Today, the Elizabethtown plant
is the center of the Mars Snackfood US choc-
olate making world, roasting and grinding the
cocoa beans used in the company’s various
shack products.

Mars currently employs more than 300 peo-
ple at the Elizabethtown plant, and the expan-
sion will retain current jobs and add more than
30 new jobs as well. As a part of the financial
commitment to the expansion, in November
2007 Mars showed its ongoing commitment to
the Elizabethtown community by contributing
$125,000 to the borough to be used for miti-
gating traffic concerns during the expansion
project.

| want to congratulate Mars on the comple-
tion of a successful expansion project and
praise their commitment to American jobs by
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maintaining and indeed expanding production
here in Pennsylvania, to the benefit of the
Elizabethtown community. It is important that
we recognize firms like Mars for their invest-
ment in the communities in which they oper-
ate. At a time when many jobs are being sent
overseas, | commend Mars for creating ex-
panding opportunities for employment right
here in Pennsylvania’s 16th Congressional
District.

TAIWAN NATIONAL DAY
HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2008

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, | wish to rec-
ognize the Republic of China’s National Day,
which is October 10th.

Madam Speaker, Taiwan and the U.S. have
a long and valued partnership. For over half a
century, a close relationship has existed be-
tween the United States and Taiwan, which
has been of significant political, economic, and
cultural advantage to both countries. Taiwan is
one of the few vibrant democracies in the re-
gion, and its citizens enjoy all of the civil lib-
erties found in the United States and Europe.
Freedom House, in its ratings of freedom, con-
sistently rate the people of Taiwan to be
among the freest in Asia.

As a member of the Congressional Caucus
on Taiwan, it gives me great pleasure to wit-
ness the impressive democratic and economic
transformations that Taiwan has undergone.
Mr. Ma Ying-jeou was elected president of
Taiwan in March of this year and took office
in May. The transfer of power from the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party to the Nationalist
Party was smooth and peaceful. President Ma
stresses economic competitiveness for Tai-
wan, strong bilateral relations with the United
States, and gradual improvement of cross-
strait relations.

Again, | extend my congratulations to the
people of Taiwan on their National Day.

———

HONORING THE SOUTHFIELD VET-
ERANS COMMISSION AND SOUTH-
FIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2008

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Southfield Veterans Commission
and Southfield Public Library for their out-
standing participation in the Veterans History
Project of the Library of Congress.

The Library of Congress Veterans History
Project collects and archives the personal
recollections of U.S. wartime veterans, to
honor their service and to share their stories
with current and future generations.

The Southfield Veterans Commission and
Southfield Public Library have worked together
to ensure that veterans from the city of South-
field and surrounding communities have their
stories included in and honored by the project.
Their efforts have become a model for other
organizations and communities.

Under the leadership of chairman Dan
Brightwell, the commission has collected the
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histories of over 70 local veterans. Each week,
members of the commission volunteer their
own time and skills to interview and record the
stories of each veteran and prepare the his-
tories to be archived at the Library of Con-
gress.

These interviews have preserved extraor-
dinary stories of individual service and impor-
tant moments in our Nation’s history. They in-
clude the first-hand accounts of a young man
at Pearl Harbor on the morning of December
7, 1941; a 21-year-old Army nurse lieutenant
treating the wounded on Fiji islands; a Marine
fighting on the island of Pelilu and Guadal-
canal; a Tuskegee Airman shot down over
Germany and captured as a prisoner of war;
a 19-year-old Army private storming Nor-
mandy beach, and veterans from the most
horrific battles of the Vietnam conflict.

The Southfield Public Library was named as
a Partner Archive to serve as a local reposi-
tory for Veterans History Project interviews.
The library provides space each week for the
collection of veterans’ histories and has cre-
ated an online archive where residents can
easily view and enjoy local veterans’ stories.

This Veterans Day, November 11, 2008, |
am proud to recognize the Southfield Veterans
Commission, the Southfield Public Library, and
the local veterans who have contributed their
stories to the Veterans History Project at a
special event, “Honoring Southfield’s Vet-
erans,” at the Southfield Public Library. This
special celebration brings together the South-
field community to honor local veterans for
their service to their fellow citizens and coun-
try and the work of the local volunteers to pre-
serve their stories so that future generations
can learn from their service and sacrifice.

———

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL DAY
OF TAIWAN

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2008

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise to ex-
tend my warmest wishes to the Taiwanese
people in anticipation of the celebration of
their National Day on October 10, 2008.

For nearly 30 years, the U.S. and Taiwan
have shared an official commitment of friend-
ship and cooperation. Not only is the bond be-
tween our peoples very strong, but the frame-
work established by the 1979 Taiwan Rela-
tions Act continues to provide a solid founda-
tion for the close relations between our two
countries. Our ties have been particularly
strengthened by the Taiwanese-American
community, which has made pivotal contribu-
tions to American social, economic, and polit-
ical life.

When | recently visited Taiwan, | met with
newly elected President Ma Ying-jeou and
learned about the great development in his
country. | witnessed first-hand the success of
Taiwan’s robust democracy and vibrant econ-
omy. This year, Taiwan has risen to become
the U.S’s ninth largest trading partner.
Through the maintenance of strong dialogue
and collaboration, our nations will surely con-
tinue to benefit from the mutual advantages
we offer one another.

Taiwan also plays a critical role in the
shared goal of maintaining peace and stability
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in the Asia-Pacific region. Today, Taiwan’s re-
lations with the People’s Republic of China
have expanded—particularly through direct
flights and expanded tourism and investment.
Moreover, the Taiwanese economy continues
to see steady rises in its Gross Domestic
Product, GDP, trade surplus, and foreign re-
serves that show the benefits of embracing
democracy and a market-based economic sys-
tem.

As we approach Taiwan’s National Day, |
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring Tai-
wan for its friendship and wishing the Tai-
wanese people continued prosperity and suc-
cess.

——————

HONORING ALVINA ELIZABETH
SCHWAB PETTIGREW

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN

OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 25, 2008

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to take this opportunity to honor
the service of Alvina Elizabeth Schwab
Pettigrew as a member of the Women Accept-
ed for Voluntary Emergency Service, WAVES,
during World War II.

Born on a farm in Mina, South Dakota,
Pettigrew is a true American hero who greatly
contributed in the effort to end the war. In Oc-
tober of 1942, Pettigrew joined more than 600
women from across the United States and en-
listed in the WAVES.

The WAVES reported to the Naval Commu-
nications Annex in Washington DC at the
height of World War Il. They were given the
top secret operation of cracking the Germans’
complex codes that were used to radio in-
structions from German headquarters to the
submarines that were sinking United States
ships. This operation was so secretive that the
women were warned that they could be shot
for treason if they ever revealed their activi-
ties. Pettigrew and her fellow WAVES saved
the lives of countless sailors by working
around the clock to decipher German code
until the end of World War 1.

To honor the WAVES’ service to the United
States of America, the Cathedral Heights
neighborhood of Washington, DC will include,
as part of a public arts project to restore turn-
ofthe-century “call boxes,” Pettigrew’s portrait
and a description of the WAVES’ secret oper-
ation that was conducted less than 200 yards
away in the Navy Annex. It will be an ever-
lasting tribute to their effort to end the war.

Our Nation and the State of South Dakota
are far better places because of Pettigrew’s
service and that of all WAVES. | join with all
Members of the House of Representatives and
South Dakotans in expressing my gratitude for
their commitment to serving and protecting our
Nation. They will never be forgotten.
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON ROLL
CALL 814 MEETING TO CONSIDER
FINAL REPORT

HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2008

Mr. DELAHUNT. Madam Speaker, this is
been a long and, at times, tedious, but pro-
ductive process.

When we began last September, | said that
| hoped our efforts would be “truly bipartisan,
and conducted in as . . . open a manner as
possible.” The committee’s transparency and
level of collaboration had to reflect the deep
commitment to this institution held by the indi-
vidual members of this select committee. | be-
lieve we have stayed true to that goal, and
have demonstrated, throughout the past year,
that bipartisanship does exist, and more im-
portantly, can work.

Norm Ornstein—an American Enterprise In-
stitute Resident Scholar, and a Roll Call con-
tributing writer—is someone | hold in high re-
gard. In May, he reflected on the rancor and
partisanship that had taken hold of the House,
and in so doing, referenced our Committee.
He wrote:

This week, indeed this whole month, will
be a key test in whether the political process
in Washington can rise above the dysfunc-
tion [and partisanship] that has been the
norm. ..

He went on to say,

That dynamic appears to be gelling on an-
other front with the emergence of public
hearings on the ‘‘stolen vote” from August
of last year . . . It appears, though, that in-
stead of a long deliberative process creating
a greater understanding of the insensitivities
and failings of both the majority and the mi-
nority, and a determination on both sides to
do better, the result will be another wedge
issue driving more distrust and hostility be-
tween the parties.

| have long regarded him and his work with
tremendous respect, for its insight and accu-
racy. However, | believe | can say that in this
case, he was wrong, and we exceeded expec-
tations. Against the apparent odds, we will be
adopting, at the conclusion of this meeting, a
single, bipartisan report of which | believe we
can all be proud.

| must recognize and commend the Com-
mittee members, who are not just my col-
leagues, but are my friends, and with whom it
has truly been an honor to serve. MIKE PENCE,
the Ranking Member, has throughout this en-
tire task brought a spirit of comity, collegiality
and a genuine love of the institution; STEVE
LATOURETTE and KENNY HULSHOF with whom
I've worked before and whose integrity and fa-
miliarity with the issues before us served the
committee well. Of course, my Democratic col-
leagues: ARTUR DAvIS, who took on the bur-
den of serving as Vice-Chair, and thereby, a
lead role in the investigation; and STEPHANIE
HERSETH SANDLIN, who, as usual, brought
adeptness, civility and focus to our work.

| also want to thank a number of other indi-
viduals for their critical guidance and assist-
ance. Former House Parliamentarian Charlie
Johnson, whose infinite wisdom on these mat-
ters provided a foundation for the committee’s
work, and whose continued consultation on
the recommendations allowed us to submit a
product that truly serves the institution. In ad-
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dition, | want to thank Judy Schneider and
Mike Koempel of CRS for their hours of assist-
ance on our interim report, which charted the
course of our investigation, and their invalu-
able support throughout.

In addition, we would not have been able to
conduct an appropriately thorough investiga-
tion without the assistance and cooperation
from the Clerk of the House, Lorraine Miller,
and her staff, House Parliamentarian John
Sullivan, and his staff; and the various leader-
ship staff. They provided their time and effort
without hesitation, and for that, we want to ac-
knowledge and thank them.

The assistance provided by our outside
counsel—King and Spalding’s Tom Spulak
and George Crawford on the Democratic side,
and Dickstein Shapiro’s Mark Paoletta and An-
drew Snowdon, was exceptional. Each one of
them has a long career of service to this
House, and | am thankful that once again, the
House received the benefit of their knowledge
and dedication.

Lastly, I must praise the diligence and col-
laboration of the committee’s professional
staff. They dedicated the time and effort to
see this effort through, while still carrying out
their existing responsibilities in their primary

offices. Mr. DAvIS’ legislative counsel,
Chanelle Hardy; Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN’s Dep-
uty Chief of Staff, Russ Levsen; Mr.

LATOURETTE’s Chief of Staff, Joe Guzzo, and
Mr. HULSHOF’s Chief of Staff, Eric Rasmussen,
and now Aaron Smith. | especially want to
thank my legislative counsel, Davida Walsh,
and MIKE PENCE’s counsel, Josh Pitcock, who
assumed the respective roles of Democratic
and Republican staff director. | also want to
extend my deepest appreciation to the com-
mittee’s Democratic and Republican General
Counsels, Muftiah McCartin and Hugh
Halpern—from the House Rules Committee.
They have been tireless in every capacity, and
their extensive expertise has been invaluable.

Turning to the report, | believe it speaks for
itself. What you will see when you read it—
and we are suggesting that it be required
reading for the entire Membership—JOKING—
is that Roll Call 814 arose out of a confluence
of factors that | will not repeat now—but that
it was a “perfect storm,” if you will.

| believe that the core recommendation is
the repeal of the new House rule added to
clause 2(a) of rule XX at the beginning of the
110th Congress. For those who are unfamiliar,
it is a single sentence that reads “a record
vote by electronic device shall not be held
open for the sole purpose of reversing the out-
come of such vote.” As | have said before—
| thought it sounded good at the time, so I'm
saying it again—it is “a rule that was enacted
with a noble intent to curb other perceived
abuses, but a rule that is, at best, difficult to
enforce, and at worst, the catalyst for the raw
anger that we observed on August 2nd.”

It is unworkable because, in the words of
Mr. Johnson, “others can claim to know be-
cause they have seen pressure brought to
bear externally, but it is the Chair’s intent as
discerned by the Chair at the moment in time
as the vote is being kept open,” that is dis-
positive. Furthermore, it would be “inappro-
priate to require the Chair to declare a reason
for delaying a vote. However, without such a
declaration, it would be virtually impossible to
find a violation of the rule.

Worse than its impracticality, however, is
the corrosive incentive the rule creates for the
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