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RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 

RAY LAHOOD ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the distinguished career of Congress-
man RAY LAHOOD for his service to the people 
of Illinois and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. Congressman LAHOOD has rep-
resented the 18th Congressional District of the 
state of Illinois for 14 years. 

RAY was elected to Congress in 1993 after 
having served as chief of staff to his prede-
cessor, Republican Leader Bob Michel of Illi-
nois. A native of Peoria, Illinois, RAY worked 
his way through school and taught in Catholic 
schools for six years. Following his service in 
the classroom, RAY became a staffer for Con-
gressman Tom Ralisback. He was then elect-
ed to the Illinois State House of Representa-
tives in 1982 where he served until joining 
Congressman Michel’s staff. 

A master of parliamentary procedure, RAY 
quickly developed a reputation for bipartisan-
ship and civility. He was the Member his lead-
ership would often tap to preside in the cham-
ber during contentious floor proceedings, in-
cluding the impeachment proceedings of 
former President Bill Clinton. A member of the 
Appropriations Committee, RAY serves on both 
the Agriculture and Legislative Branch Sub-
committees and as the top-ranking Republican 
on the Select Intelligence Oversight Panel. 

Throughout his career, RAY has received 
numerous awards, including three honorary 
doctorate degrees in political science, humane 
letters, and public service. In 2001, RAY was 
named the Ray A. Neumann Tri-County Cit-
izen of the Year by the Downtown Kiwanis 
Club of Peoria, and in 1999, he received Peo-
ria Notre Dame High School’s Distinguished 
Alumnus Award. 

A hallmark of RAY’s term in office has been 
his support for farmers in his Illinois district. As 
a member of the Agriculture Subcommittee, 
RAY has been a tireless supporter of Illinois 
ethanol production. The Illinois Farm Bureau 
recognized his leadership on agriculture 
issues by awarding him their highest honor in 
2005, the Charles B. Shuman Distinguished 
Service Award. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated leader and 
friend to many in this body. I know his fam-
ily—his wife, Kathy; their four children; Darin, 
Amy, Sam and Sara; and his seven grand-
children, Ella, McKay, Henry, Luke, Oliver, 
Theodore, and Brogan—as well as his many 
friends and colleagues join me in praising his 
accomplishments and extending thanks for his 
service over the years on behalf of the state 
of Illinois and the United States of America. 

RAY will surely enjoy the well-deserved time 
he now has to spend with his family and loved 
ones. I wish him the best of luck in all his fu-
ture endeavors. 

PAUL WELLSTONE AND PETE 
DOMENICI MENTAL HEALTH 
PARITY AND ADDICTION EQUITY 
ACT OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, the legislation 
we are voting on today, the Paul Wellstone 
and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and 
Addiction Equity Act, can be appropriately 
characterized as civil rights legislation. Our 
country has made a great deal of progress in 
ending discrimination over the last half cen-
tury, but a person’s medical condition is still 
the basis for discrimination. Nowhere has this 
fact been more evident than with respect to 
mental illness and the stigma that has been 
attached to it. 

Until a generation ago, parents were ac-
cused of causing their children’s mental ill-
nesses. In passing the Paul Wellstone and 
Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and Ad-
diction Equity Act, America is taking a giant 
step to remove the stigma surrounding mental 
illness, and how proud I am that my con-
stituent, David Wellstone, has taken up his 
late father’s effort to make this bill, which I’m 
a cosponsor of, a reality. 

This bill permanently reauthorizes and ex-
pands the Mental Health Parity Act of 1996 to 
provide for equity in the coverage of mental 
health and substance use disorders when 
compared to medical and surgical disorders. 
The legislation ensures that group health 
plans cannot charge higher copayments, coin-
surance, or deductibles nor can they impose 
higher maximum out-of-pocket limits on mental 
health and addiction care than for medical and 
surgical benefits. While the bill does not man-
date group health plans to provide mental 
health coverage, it does require parity if they 
do. 

This is landmark legislation. It is fair and it 
is sensible. And it stands as a tribute to the 
families and patients who for decades have 
advocated for its passage. With true parity for 
mental health benefits, the door that was 
locked by stigma is once and for all open to 
coverage for more Americans, recognizing 
their worth and dignity. 

How proud I am to have been part of the 
long fight which has brought us to this day! 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
BUD CRAMER AND THE HONOR-
ABLE TERRY EVERETT ON 
THEIR RETIREMENT FROM CON-
GRESS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 24, 2008 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my friend, Congressman TERRY EVER-
ETT, for his extraordinary service to the people 
of Alabama and the United States House of 
Representatives. TERRY EVERETT has rep-
resented the 2nd Congressional District of the 
state of Alabama with distinction and honor for 
the past 16 years. 

Born in Dothan and raised in Midland City, 
TERRY joined the U.S. Air Force following high 
school. He learned Russian and served as an 
intelligence analyst in Europe. After his military 
service, TERRY returned to Dothan and en-
tered the field of journalism. He worked as a 
sports reporter and covered the police beat for 
the Dothan Eagle. In his nearly 30 years in the 
newspaper business, TERRY wore many 
hats—from reporter, to editor and publisher, to 
eventual owner of five small papers in south-
west Alabama. 

TERRY sold his newspapers in the late 
1980s and used the profits to start his own 
construction business, a business which also 
found great success. When Congressman Bill 
Dickinson announced his retirement in 1992 
after 28 years of service, TERRY, due in large 
part to his love for country, chose to run for 
Congress. 

Using the slogan, ‘‘Send a message not a 
politician!’’ the people of Alabama’s 2nd Con-
gressional District elected TERRY to Congress. 
He has been their voice in this body for eight 
terms and become one of the most respected 
congressmen on Capitol Hill. 

TERRY is perhaps best known as an ardent 
supporter of military modernization initiatives 
as well as his work to protect America’s 
space-based technology. As the first chair-
man, and current ranking member, of the 
House Armed Services Subcommittee on Stra-
tegic Forces, TERRY has worked tirelessly to 
bring major defense industry to Alabama. This 
post has also enabled TERRY to watch over 
the needs at Montgomery’s Maxwell-Gunter 
Air Force base, home of Air University, and 
Fort Rucker, home of the Army’s Aviation 
Warfighting Center. TERRY has also led the 
debate on protecting our nation’s valuable 
space assets—assets on which our national 
defense depends. 

Mr. Speaker, agriculture remains Alabama’s 
number one industry, and TERRY, a former 
peanut farmer, has been a champion for farm-
ers. As the second-ranking Republican on the 
House Agriculture Committee, TERRY has 
sponsored a vast array of agricultural pro-
grams and legislation that has helped ensure 
the stability of Alabama farmers. 

Following the September 11th terrorists at-
tacks on our nation, the central front in the 
war against terrorism became our ability to ac-
curately gather, process, and understand intel-
ligence. After careful consideration of many 
other qualified individuals, House Speaker 
Dennis J. Hastert appointed TERRY to the 
House Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence in January 2002. Accurately describing 
his work in this capacity, TERRY was once 
quoted as saying ‘‘some of the most important 
work I’ve done I can’t talk about because it 
was on the Intelligence Committee.’’ 

TERRY has received numerous awards and 
honors throughout his career. While a local 
newspaper publisher, the Association of the 
U.S. Army at Fort Rucker twice nominated him 
for ‘‘Army Civilian of the Year.’’ TERRY served 
as president and chairman of the board of the 
Alabama Press Association and chairman of 
the board of directors of the former Dothan 
Federal Savings Bank. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing a dedicated leader and friend to 
many in this body. I know his family— his 
wife, Barbara—as well as his many friends 
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and colleagues join me in praising his accom-
plishments and extending thanks for his serv-
ice over the years on behalf of the state of 
Alabama and the United States of America. 

TERRY will surely enjoy the well-deserved 
time he now has to spend with Barbara and 
his beloved constituents. I wish him the best 
of luck in all his future endeavors. 

f 

CONSOLIDATED SECURITY, DIS-
ASTER ASSISTANCE, AND CON-
TINUING APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 24, 2008 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with no 
small amount of misgiving that I will cast my 
vote in favor of this Continuing Resolution 
today. While I know that my colleagues on the 
Appropriations Committee worked diligently 
and in good faith to fashion a responsible and 
responsive bill for this Congress to consider, I 
regret that the White House did not do the 
same. 

First and foremost, I do not believe this doc-
ument should be repealing the twenty-seven 
year old congressional moratoria on offshore 
drilling. While I—like many of my colleagues— 
am willing to consider new ideas for respon-
sible development in the context of broader, 
forward-looking legislation like The Com-
prehensive American Energy Security and 
Consumer Protection Act this House passed 
last week, I do not support unrestricted drilling 
three miles off our coastline, and I don’t be-
lieve the American people do, either. Restor-
ing common-sense environmental safeguards 
and developing a genuine vision for this Na-
tion’s energy future needs to be an early ac-
tion item for an OBAMA Administration and the 
111th Congress. 

Second, while I am gratified that this CR in-
cludes important assistance for our struggling 
families in the form of additional funds for Pell 
Grants, the Women, Infants and Children 
(WIC) program, and low income home energy 
assistance, I am disappointed that it does not 
include the kind of robust stimulus our econ-
omy clearly needs right now. It is simply as-
tonishing that the President would threaten to 
veto $50 billion for job-creating infrastructure 
improvements, unemployment insurance, food 
stamps and health care support for our states 
and citizens at the same time he is asking for 
$700 billion to bailout Wall Street. This, too, 
must and will change under an OBAMA Admin-
istration and a strengthened Democratic Con-
gress in 2009. 

In spite of these and other shortcomings, we 
clearly must fund the federal government 
through the beginning of next year—and the 
Defense, Homeland Security and Veterans Af-
fairs Appropriations bills included in this pack-
age, while not perfect, all, on balance, have 
my support. 

Mr. Speaker, I will vote for this temporary 
spending measure today—mindful that Con-
gress will be back to address its deficiencies 
in a few short months. 

CONSOLIDATED SECURITY, DIS-
ASTER ASSISTANCE, AND CON-
TINUING APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 24, 2008 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, this is a bad week 
for those of us concerned over Congress’ re-
fusal to reign in federal spending. Not only are 
we preparing to deal with at least a multi-bil-
lion dollar bailout of the financial services sec-
tor, Congress today stands ready to add bil-
lions to the national debt by passing H.R. 
2638. 

I would not object to many of the items in 
this bill if they were offset by reductions on 
other, lower priority, programs. For example, I 
would support the disaster relief package if the 
package were offset by reductions in other 
spending, particularly reductions in our over-
seas commitments. Unfortunately, H.R. 2638 
not only fails to reduce spending to finance 
disaster aid; it attaches money for the country 
of Georgia onto the disaster aid package. 
Georgia is not receiving this money because it 
was affected by a natural disaster but because 
it was involved in a military conflict with Rus-
sia—which was started by Georgia! It is an in-
sult to the American people to divert money 
that could have gone to help the victims of 
Hurricane Ike to promote interference in a 
conflict that in no way threatens the security of 
the American people. 

Another particularly objectionable part of 
H.R. 2638 is the section providing $7.5 billion 
in loan guarantees for the auto industry. In ex-
change for the loans, the industry must agree 
to produce the type of automobiles favored by 
federal bureaucrats. Thus, this bill not only in-
creases corporate welfare, it empowers fed-
eral bureaucrats to displace the judgment of 
consumers as to where the auto industry 
should concentrate its resources. As the fail-
ure of every centrally planed economy 
throughout history shows, when government 
officials usurp the decisions of consumers, 
workers, and entrepreneurs the result is eco-
nomic stagnation. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2638 represents another 
missed opportunity for Congress to exercise 
fiscal discipline by funding the American peo-
ple’s priorities, such as disaster relief, by re-
ducing spending on non-priority items, such as 
overseas spending. Therefore, I must oppose 
this bill. I hope that in the future Congress will 
fund items such as disaster relief by reducing 
spending in other areas instead of burdening 
future generations with more debt. 

f 

CONSOLIDATED SECURITY, DIS-
ASTER ASSISTANCE, AND CON-
TINUING APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 24, 2008 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
express my support for H.R. 2638, the Con-

tinuing Resolution, or CR, and to thank Chair-
man OBEY and the Democratic leadership for 
putting together a continuing resolution that in-
cludes a full year of funding for our troops, 
veterans, and first responders, while also 
guaranteeing continued funding for other es-
sential Government programs. 

I am especially pleased that the CR in-
cludes a $7.5 billion appropriation to support 
$25 billion in direct loans to automakers to re- 
tool their manufacturing facilities to produce 
the next generation of advanced technology 
vehicles. The loans will help keep jobs in 
Michigan and other States, and create new 
green jobs building new, more fuel efficient ve-
hicles. This package will help us move quickly 
towards vehicles that will reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil and reduce our green-
house gas emissions, and I have every con-
fidence that just like the loan guarantees to 
Chrysler in the 1980s these loans will be re-
paid to taxpayers at a profit. These loans 
would not be in the CR were it not for the tire-
less work of the entire Michigan delegation, or 
the strong leadership of Speaker PELOSI, Ma-
jority Leader HOYER, Senate Leader REID, 
Michigan Senators LEVIN and STABENOW and 
all the Democratic and Republican Leadership 
in the House and the Senate. 

I am pleased that we have also provided a 
full year of funding for the Department of De-
fense. This package includes important in-
creases for training, addresses National Guard 
and Reserve equipment shortfalls, so that our 
troops are sent into battle well prepared and 
well equipped. It also contains increases for 
military health care, and for programs that 
support military families. 

In addition to providing for our troops over-
seas, this bill provides for our veterans once 
they have returned home by continuing to 
strengthen the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
The funding provided for the VA in this bill 
builds upon prior efforts of the 110th Congress 
to provide our veterans with the health care 
and other benefits they deserve. In the last 3 
years, Congress has increased funding for 
veterans’ health care by $11.8 billion. This 
year, Congress has provided $47.6 billion for 
the VA, which is $4.5 billion above the 2008 
funding level and $2.8 billion over the Presi-
dent’s request. These increases will be used 
for improvements in veterans’ medical care, 
including mental health treatment for veterans 
suffering from post traumatic stress disorder, 
or PTSD. The increases will also be used to 
hire more claims processors, provide state-of- 
the-art prosthetics, and make important facility 
improvements. 

This bill also provides critical homeland se-
curity funding to protect our country from ter-
rorist attacks and to help respond to dev-
astating natural disasters. The CR contains 
$4.2 billion in grant funding for port security 
and first responders, increases in funding to 
hire 2,200 new border patrol agents, and im-
portant new oversight provisions to ensure De-
partment of Homeland Security is spending its 
money wisely and implementing the findings of 
the 9/11 Commission. The bill also provides 
$22.9 billion in emergency disaster response 
assistance to help the gulf coast rebuild from 
Hurricane Ike, help communities in the Mid-
west that suffered from floods, and assist 
those in the West that were ravaged by 
wildfires. 

Like many of my colleagues, I had hoped 
that this administration would be willing to 
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