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Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
distinguished career of Douglas Meade and
the outstanding public service he has given to
the Commonwealth of Virginia.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TRENT FRANKS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 14, 2008
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker,

on rollcall No. 45 | was unavoidably detained.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yes.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2008

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, on Thursday, February 7,
2008, | was unavoidably detained in my Con-
gressional district. | would have voted as fol-
lows:

Rollcall No. 32: “yes,” on Ordering the Pre-
vious Question; rollcall No. 33: “yes,” On
Agreeing to the Resolution; rollcall No. 34:
“yes,” on Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Pass H. Con. Res. 283; rollcall No. 35: “yes,”
on Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 4848; rollcall No. 36: “yes,” on Agreeing
to the Amendment; rollcall No. 37: “yes,” on
Agreeing to the Amendment; rollcall No. 38:
“yes,” on Agreeing to the Amendment; rolicall
No. 39: “no,” on Motion to Recommit; rollcall
No. 40: “yes,” on Passage of H.R. 4137; roll-
call No. 41: “yes,” on Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Pass H. Res. 947; rollcall No. 42:
“no,” on Agreeing to the Senate Amendment
to H.R. 5140.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE WATER-
FRONT BROWNFIELDS REVITAL-
IZATION ACT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2008

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, today |
am proud to introduce the Waterfront
Brownfields Revitalization Act. This bill will au-
thorize a much-needed grant program to as-
sist communities that are overcoming the
unique challenges of waterfront brownfields
and foster innovative approaches to remedi-
ation.

America’s industrial heritage was estab-
lished along the banks of its rivers, lakes, and
coasts. Our Nation’s vast and interconnected
natural water system helped provide the
power that fueled our rise to international
prominence, and allowed us to move our man-
ufactured goods efficiently to all corners of the
country. However, that legacy also includes
many decades of environmental contamination
on the waterfront. Abandoned factories, dilapi-
dated mills and underutilized ports can be
found along the shores of many metropolitan
areas. As localities seek to reconnect with
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their waterfronts and revitalize their down-
towns, brownfield barriers threaten to derail
community efforts to create jobs, promote rec-
reational opportunities, restore the ecology, in-
crease tourism, and grow their tax base.

Waterfront brownfields present challenges
beyond typical environmental assessment and
cleanup projects. Hydrology, water quality,
wetlands, endangered species, habitat,
dredged materials, flooding, environmental in-
frastructure, navigation, and other consider-
ations must be carefully addressed so as not
to exacerbate existing site contamination.
Typically, waterfront brownfields require the in-
volvement of multiple governmental agencies.
As such, waterfront brownfields require special
attention and resources to overcome their
larger hurdles.

In my own district, the city of Rochester,
NY, is currently working to revitalize its beau-
tiful waterfront, while attempting to cope with
the unique challenges that waterfront
brownfields present. The city is undertaking a
major community revitalization strategy to re-
develop its port and waterfront area into a
mixed use development, which will include
housing, commercial, retail, and educational
uses, enhanced recreation, new parks and
open space, and improved public access to
Lake Ontario, the Genesee River and the sur-
rounding ecosystem. However, because the
Port of Rochester was used extensively for in-
dustrial purposes from the late 1800s into the
first half of the 20th century, significant envi-
ronmental remediation will be required prior to
redevelopment.

Initial investigations have found that more
than 10 acres of the site contain up to several
feet of slag from a former iron works. Portions
of the site are impacted from petroleum re-
leases and unsuitable fill materials. Old Gen-
esee River deposits on the site and bank sedi-
ments have been shown to contain high levels
of heavy metals cadmium and silver as well as
pesticides and furans. The marina must also
be dredged. Before the waterfront reuse can
proceed, the Port of Rochester must first ad-
dress an estimated $500,000 in environmental
assessment issues related to contaminated
sediments, beneficial reuse of sediments,
groundwater contamination, and waste charac-
terization related to the construction of the ma-
rina—and an unknown level of remediation.

Madam Speaker, Rochester is not alone in
facing these types of complicated and expen-
sive challenges to redevelopment. Cities all
across the country are dealing with similar
roadblocks as they try to engage incorporate
waterfront real estate into their redevelopment
plans, from Yuma, AZ, and Portland, OR, in
the west, to Savannah, GA, and Philadelphia,
PA, in the east, and almost everywhere in be-
tween where lakes and rivers exist.

My bill recognizes that the Federal Govern-
ment can be an effective partner to commu-
nities interested in reconnecting with their wa-
terfronts. Specifically, this legislation would au-
thorize the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to establish a waterfront brownfields
pilot demonstration program to provide local-
ities and other eligible entities with up to
$500,000 to assess and clean up waterfront
brownfields. The bill would also establish an
interagency taskforce on waterfront
brownfields restoration to identify barriers and
potential solutions to waterfront brownfields re-
vitalization, and seek methods for Federal
interagency collaboration on such projects.

February 14, 2008

As cities across the country struggle to
thrive in a changing global economy, and as
our domestic manufacturing continues to di-
minish, it is imperative that Congress do all
that it can to help these cities redevelop and
succeed. Industrialization and manufacturing
helped make this country the power that it is
today, but as manufacturing has moved over-
seas it has not only taken jobs and changed
the economic base of many industrial cities, it
has also left behind decades of contamination.
This legislation will give these cities the sup-
port they need to redevelop in an environ-
mentally safe way, and utilize their waterfront
as an incredible economic asset.

——————

EXPRESSING THE CONDOLENCES
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE TOM LANTOS, A
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

SPEECH OF

HON. BRIAN BAIRD

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 12, 2008

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, | wish to
share the perspectives of former Congress-
man Don Bonker on his distinguished col-
league during his service in the House, the
Honorable TOM LANTOS.

Tom Lantos was an extraordinary person
in so many respects. The only member of
Congress to survive the Holocaust, his pas-
sionate commitment to human rights, a
widely respected authority on foreign policy,
and one who worked closely with every ad-
ministration, regardless of party, and world
leaders to insure that democracy, not tyr-
anny, reign in our lifetime.

There was also the extraordinary personal
side of Tom Lantos. His confinement and
courageous escape from a Nazi-operated
forced labor camp in Szob, Hungary, led to
his befriending the Swedish diplomat Raoul
Wallenberg, who gave him safety in his Bu-
dapest apartment and eventual freedom and
relocation to the United States.

Mysteriously, Raoul Wallenberg  dis-
appeared behind the Soviet Union, never to
be heard from again. But Tom and his wife,
Annette, never forgot the man who saved
their lives, and the 40,000 others whose lives
were spared because Raoul Wallenberg, at
high personal risk, issued fake passports
that enabled them to leave the country.

I first met Tom Lantos before he came to
Congress in 1978. As chairman of the sub-
committee on human rights, it was sug-
gested I talk to Annette Lantos about the
fate of Raoul Wallenberg. Both Annette and
Tom gave eloquent testimony before my sub-
committee. Later, Tom Lantos wrote and
passed resolutions and had a statue placed in
the U.S. Capital honoring Raoul Wallenberg.
The teenagers from Budapest have spent a
life-time honoring the man who saved their
lives.

For many years, I traveled with the Lan-
tos’ all over Europe, including, to Russia,
Romania and Hungary. They were com-
mitted first and foremost to the cause of
human rights and strengthening democ-
racies, especially in the countries of the
former Soviet Union. There was no more elo-
quent voice or effective champion on these
issues than Tom and Annette Lantos, a true
legacy that will endure for generations to
come.
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There is another Lantos legacy. As a par-
ent of 2 daughters, he took great pride in
their 17 incredible grandchildren, all of
whom are fulfilling the highest expectations
of their grandfather. Every year the Lantos
Christmas card displayed a growing family of
beautiful and gifted children who obviously
gave them considerable pride and joy.

In the Congress, Tom Lantos had no peers.
He was respected by leaders of both political
parties and the undisputed authority on for-
eign policy. Most newly elected Congressmen
avoid the Foreign Affairs Committee because
there is little that can help in their constitu-
encies, but for Tom Lantos it was always
about foreign relations. Indeed he ranks,
alongside Lee Hamilton, as one of the two
finest chairmen who ever presided over the
House Foreign Affairs Committee.

For those who had the privilege of knowing
Tom Lantos, there is even more legacy. His
eloquence and charm, personal loyalty to
family and friends, his diplomatic grace in
meeting world leaders, left one with the im-
pression of being near a truly great leader
and genuine statesman of the world. It was a
privilege to have known Tom Lantos.

—————

INTRODUCING TECHNOLOGIES FOR
RESTORING USERS’ SECURITY
AND TRUST (TRUST) IN HEALTH
INFORMATION ACT

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2008

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, the devel-
opment of a nationwide interoperable health
information infrastructure holds tremendous
promise for improving patient care, reducing
medical errors and lowering costs. Today’s
health care system needs to be transformed to
improve health care quality, safety and afford-
ability, and interoperable health information
networks can play an important role in this
transformation.

At the same time, without sufficient privacy
and security safeguards, such electronic sys-
tems could turn the dream of integrated,
seamless health IT networks into a nightmare
for consumers, reducing the likelihood that pa-
tients and providers will embrace and utilize
such systems. If we fail to require strong pri-
vacy and security standards now, during the
early stages of development of nationwide
interoperable health IT systems, we run the
risk that Americans’ medical secrets will be
extremely vulnerable to being lost or stolen
from these systems, whose weak privacy and
security safeguards will be an open invitation
to identity thieves, fraudsters and others seek-
ing unauthorized access.

The great Irish poet William Butler Yeats fa-
mously wrote that “In dreams begins responsi-
bility.” The dream of a nationwide, seamless,
effective health IT infrastructure certainly is
enticing. Let us hope that we can realize this
dream in the future. Today Congress has a re-
sponsibility to ensure that patients’ personal
medical secrets are not put at risk in the proc-
ess.

According to a report released last year by
the Government Accountability Office, GAO,
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, HHS, has taken some steps to identify
solutions for protecting patient privacy in
health IT systems, but HHS has “not yet de-
fined an overall approach for integrating its
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various privacy-related initiatives and address-
ing key privacy principles, nor has it defined
milestones for integrating the results of these
activities.” (GAO-07-400T) Over the past 3
years, repeated breaches of electronic sys-
tems containing Americans’ Social Security
numbers, addresses and other sensitive per-
sonal information have reinforced the need for
strong data safeguards for Americans’ medical
records. According to Privacy Rights Clearing-
house, a non-profit consumer organization,
more than 218 million data records of U.S.
residents have been exposed due to security
breaches since January 2005.

| am pleased that Representative RAHM
EMANUEL is joining me in introducing the Tech-
nologies for Restoring Users’ Security and
Trust, TRUST, in Health Information Act. The
TRUST Health Information Act promotes de-
velopment of a nationwide interoperable health
IT infrastructure that improves patient care, re-
duces costs and protects the privacy and se-
curity of Americans’ personal medical informa-
tion. The Trust Act contains provisions to en-
courage the development of health IT net-
works through grants and standard-setting
processes while also ensuring that patients’
medical records will be protected by strong
privacy and security safeguards. For example,
the TRUST Act:

Empowers patients to keep their medical
records out of health IT databases unless they
first give their consent;

Requires patients to be notified if the sys-
tems that contain their health information is
breached and their information is exposed;

Mandates the use of data security safe-
guards such as encryption and other tech-
nologies that render the information
unreadable to individuals who are not author-
ized to access it;

Authorizes grant funding to enable the pur-
chase and enhance the use of qualified health
IT systems; and

Establishes a public-private partnership to
make recommendations concerning health IT
standards, criteria for the electronic exchange
of personal health information and related pur-
poses to encourage the creation of a nation-
wide interoperable health information tech-
nology infrastructure.

Patient privacy and security protections are
enablers of, not impediments to, successful
nationwide interoperable health IT systems.
Only after patients have confidence in these
protections will they trust their sensitive med-
ical information to such systems.

The Trust Act is supported by Patient Pri-
vacy Rights, Microsoft Corporation, the Amer-
ican Psychoanalytic Association, American As-
sociation of Practicing Psychiatrists and the
National Association of Social Workers.

RECOGNIZING JAMES BENJAMIN
FARMER

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2008

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | proudly pause to recognize James
Benjamin Farmer, a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 6,
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and in earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Benjamin has been active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years Benjamin has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community. For his Eagle Scout
Project, Benjamin renovated a room that now
serves as a Sunday School Classroom at First
Baptist Church in Kinston, NC.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending James Benjamin Farmer
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts
of America and for his efforts put forth in
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.

———————

SUNSET MEMORIAL
HON. TRENT FRANKS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2008

Mr. FRANKS. Madam Speaker, | stand once
again before this body with another Sunset
Memorial.

It is February 14, 2008, in the land of the
free and the home of the brave, and before
the sun set today in America, almost 4,000
more defenseless unborn children were killed
by abortion on demand—just today. That is
more than the number of innocent American
lives that we lost on September 11th, only it
happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,806 days since
the tragic judicial fiat called Roe v. Wade was
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of our own children.

Some of them, Madam Speaker, cried and
screamed as they died, but because it was
amniotic fluid passing over their vocal cords
instead of air, we couldn’t hear them. And all
of them had at least four things in common.

They were each just little babies who had
done nothing wrong to anyone. Each one of
them died a nameless and lonely death. And
each of their mothers, whether she realizes it
immediately or not, will never be the same.
And all the gifts that these children might have
brought to humanity are now lost forever.

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy,
this generation clings to blindness and invin-
cible ignorance while history repeats itself and
our own silent genocide mercilessly annihi-
lates the most helpless of all victims to date,
those yet unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it is important for
those of us in this Chamber to remind our-
selves again of why we are really all here.

Thomas Jefferson said, “The care of human
life and its happiness and not its destruction is
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.”

Madam Speaker, protecting the lives of our
innocent citizens and their constitutional rights
is why we are all here. It is our sworn oath.
The phrase in the 14th amendment capsulizes
our entire Constitution. It says: “No state shall
deprive any person of life, liberty or property
without due process of law.”

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the declaration, not the casual notion, but the
declaration of the self-evident truth that all
human beings are created equal and endowed
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