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and wit. What his legislative colleagues and
others appreciated was his modesty and ci-
vility, He listened to opposing views, Per-
haps that stemmed from his own story, the
scion of the family that founded Goodyear
becoming a liberal Democrat. His calm, in-
formed and reasoned approach proved most
effective in aiding his causes. It meant that
when he got his back up (say, his snapping

“Who the hell are you?”’ at James Gold-

smith, the corporate pirate seeking to con-

sume Goodyear), his passion proved all the
more persuasive.

President Clinton later awarded John Sei-
berling the Presidential Citizens Medal, which
is awarded in recognition of U.S. citizens who
have performed exemplary deeds of service
for our Nation.

In making the award, the President rightly
explained that “An ardent advocate for the en-
vironment, John F. Seiberling has dem-
onstrated a profound commitment to America’s
natural treasures. Championing numerous bills
during his 17 years in Congress, including the
Alaska Lands Act, John Seiberling safe-
guarded millions of acres of parks, forests,
wildlife refuges, and wilderness areas.” And,
in recognition of John Seiberling’s work as a
member of the Judiciary Committee, President
Clinton went on to say that “working in a spirit
of bipartisanship, he also promoted civil rights
and worker rights, always striving to improve
the quality of life in America.”

Truer words were never spoken of any
Member of Congress—and, once again, the
Beacon Journal got it right when its editors
wrote “John Seiberling led an admirable life.
He might have been content to become the
fine attorney and avid amateur photographer
that he was. Instead, he jumped into the polit-
ical fray and in doing so, provided an example
of what it means to pursue the highest stand-
ards of public life. That is something very
much worth remembering and preserving.”

John Seiberling’s example is one we should
all remember and try to emulate.

Here is the complete text of the Beacon
Journal editorial, from the paper's August 5th
edition:

THE SEIBERLING LEGACY.—START WITH THE
CUYAHOGA VALLEY NATIONAL PARK, AND
THEN CONSIDER THE REMARKABLE POLITICAL
SKILLS THAT BROUGHT THE DREAM TO RE-
ALITY
John F. Seiberling often explained that in

preserving land, we preserve something of

ourselves. One generation sends an enduring
message to its successors about what it holds
dear. Who has forgotten the wisdom of Theo-
dore Roosevelt and others advancing the
cause of national parks? In that same way,

Mr. Seiberling long will be remembered, fol-

lowing his death over the weekend at age 89,

for his vision in seeking to preserve 33,000

acres in Northeast Ohio, a vast urban park-

land between AKkron and Cleveland, and then
having the political skills to turn the dream
into reality.

That achievement revealed so much about
his public service. In this election season,
candidates spend many hours touting their
virtues, why their presence at the State-
house or on Capitol Hill is necessary. Rare is
the lawmaker who enhances the quality of
community life to the degree of Mr. Seiber-
ling. He was a once-in-a-generation leader.

Look at the Cuyahoga Valley National
Park today, three decades after its creation,
millions of people each year hiking and
riding its pathways, enjoying its meadows,
its wetlands and banks of trees, their colors
radiant in the fall. Practically all of us boast
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about the park to friends and family else-
where, and when they come to visit, they
marvel, too.

The park isn’t the Grand Canyon or Yel-
lowstone, obviously. Mr. Seiberling knew the
Big Country. One of his proudest accomplish-
ments representing the Akron area in the
U.S. House for 16 years was his essential role
in preserving 54 million acres of wilderness
in Alaska. The Cuyahoga Valley park rep-
resented an innovation in the concept. Why
not do the same in the industrial heartland
of the country?

Almost anyone who spent time with Mr.
Seiberling soon encountered his intelligence
and wit. What his legislative colleagues and
others appreciated was his modesty and ci-
vility. He listened to opposing views. Per-
haps that stemmed from his own story, the
scion of the family that founded Goodyear
becoming a liberal Democrat. His calm, in-
formed and reasoned approach proved most
effective in aiding his causes. It meant that
when he got his back up (say, his snapping
“Who the hell are you?” at James Gold-
smith, the corporate pirate seeking to con-
sume Goodyear), his passion proved all the
more persuasive.

Most telling, Mr. Seiberling knew who he
was, and didn’t pretend otherwise. Even as
he cut a national profile conserving public
lands, he understood his leading role in-
volved representing the city and its sur-
roundings. He brought federal backing to the
Akron-Canton airport, the Goodyear Tech-
nical Center and other projects critical to
the community. He didn’t duck confronta-
tions. He felt comfortable in his own skin,
and at ease in the face of opposition.

John Seiberling led an admirable life. He
might have been content to become the fine
attorney and avid amateur photographer
that he was. Instead, he jumped into the po-
litical fray and in doing so, provided an ex-
ample of what it means to pursue the highest
standards of public life. That is something
very much worth remembering and pre-
serving.

—————
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Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues here in the U.S. House of Represent-
atives to join me as | rise to congratulate
Union Township, New Jersey, on the celebra-
tion of its 200th anniversary.

Union Township plays an integral part in
Union County and the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict of New Jersey.

Prior to the establishment of Union Town-
ship, that region known as Elizabethtown
played a fundamental role in the American
Revolution. It was the site of the Battle of
Connecticut Farms where the British tried to
force their way to Hobart Gap but were denied
by the strong and resilient spirit of the Conti-
nental Forces. This spirit of determination is a
testament to the solid foundation on which
Union Township rests.

On the 23d day of November in 1808, the
State Legislature of New Jersey designated
that Connecticut Farms would be separated
from Elizabethtown. This new municipality was
to be called Union Township.

Since its inception Union Township has
been a cultural hub attracting people from all
cultures and backgrounds.
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Today, the township is comprised of over
50,000 residents and 27 houses of worship.
Every year, Union Township holds several pa-
rades where people from different cultures can
celebrate their heritage through various pa-
rades and festivals. The Township will cele-
brate the occasion with a parade on October
12, 2008.

Union Township is an intermingling of Colo-
nial American history and contemporary subur-
ban living. In 1976 Union Township achieved
the honored designation of being named an
All-American City. Just this year, Union Town-
ship was. chosen by CNN as one of the top
100 places to live in the country.

Union Township again stands out on the na-
tional stage because it is home to the world’s
tallest water sphere. Residents are also proud
of their outstanding higher education institu-
tion, Kean University, as well as their excellent
elementary and secondary school systems.

Madam Speaker, | know my colleagues
agree that Union Township and its residents
have every right to be proud of the lasting
contributions Union Township has made to the
State of New Jersey and to the United States
of America. | am pleased to congratulate
Union Township on its first 200 years and
proud to have a significant part of the town-
ship in the 10th Congressional District.

———

SUNSET MEMORIAL
HON. TRENT FRANKS
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Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is September 16, 2008 in the land of the
free and the home of the brave, and before
the sun set today in America, almost 4,000
more defenseless unborn children were killed
by abortion on demand. That's just today,
Madam Speaker. That's more than the num-
ber of innocent lives lost on September 11 in
this country, only it happens every day.

It has now been exactly 13,021 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Madam Speaker, cried and screamed
as they died, but because it was amniotic fluid
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we
couldn’t hear them.

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon. First, they were each just little babies
who had done nothing wrong to anyone, and
each one of them died a nameless and lonely
death. And each one of their mothers, whether
she realizes it or not, will never be quite the
same. And all the gifts that these children
might have brought to humanity are now lost
forever. Yet even in the glare of such tragedy,
this generation still clings to a blind, invincible
ignorance while history repeats itself and our
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims, those yet unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it's time for those
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson
said, “The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and
only object of good government.” The phrase
in the 14th amendment capsulizes our entire
Constitution. It says, “No State shall deprive
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any person of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.” Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and
their constitutional rights is why we are all
here.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core, self-evident truth.

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we
are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
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as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

So Madam Speaker, let me conclude this
Sunset Memorial in the hope that perhaps
someone new who heard it tonight will finally
embrace the truth that abortion really does kill
little babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express; and that 13,021 days
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that it is time that
we stood up together again, and remembered
that we are the same America that rejected
human slavery and marched into Europe to ar-
rest the Nazi Holocaust; and we are still cou-
rageous and compassionate enough to find a
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand.

Madam Speaker, as we consider the plight
of unborn America tonight, may we each re-
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mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too
soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, little American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is September 16, 2008, 13,021 days since
Roe versus Wade first stained the foundation
of this Nation with the blood of its own chil-
dren; this in the land of the free and the home
of the brave.
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